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Preface 


This guide to Hungary is one of the new generation of Baedeker guides. 

These guides, illustrated throughout in colour, are designed to meet the 
needs of the modern traveller. They are quick and easy to consult, with the 
principal places of interest described in alphabetical order, and the in¬ 
formation is presented in a format that is both attractive and easy to 
follow. 

The guide is in three parts. The first part gives a general account of the 
country, its political and geographical divisions, its landscape, climate, 
flora and fauna, population, educational systems, government and ad¬ 
ministration, economy, history, famous people, art and culture. A brief 
selection of quotations and a number of suggested itineraries provide a 
transition to the second part, in which the country's places and features of 
tourist interest - towns, provinces, regions, rivers - are described. The 
third part contains a variety of practical information. Both the sights and 
the practical information are listed in alphabetical order. 

i 

The new Baedeker guides are noted for their concentration on essentials 
and their convenience of use. They contain numerous specially drawn 
plans and colour illustrations; and at the end of the book is a large map 
making it easy to locate the various places described in the "A to Z" 
section of the guide with the help of the co-ordinates given at the head of 
each entry. 
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Facts and Figures 


Even before it once again became accessible to the west, Hungary was 
always the most popular place to visit in Eastern Europe. Lake Balaton, the 
Hungarian Sea , and the capital city Budapest have traditionally been the 
C u U rf r ^ S ma * n factions. Edition, the historic towns situated within 
the Danube Bend, the celebrated wine town of Tokaj and the Hortobagy 
Puszta will almost certainly find inclusion in any tour of Hungary. However, 
even further afield, in the Hungarian countryside, there are many natural 
sights and cultural monuments awaiting the visitor — low undulating 
mountain ranges, peaceful river landscapes, historictowns such as Szekes- 
tehervar, Pecs, Gyor and Eger, numerous ruined castles and Baroque 
ancestral houses, which in many cases have been converted into comfort¬ 
able hotels. Substantial areas of the country, notably in the east, have up 
until now remained largely untouched by tourism. In these out-of-the-way 
places there is still many an undiscovered treasure to be found and, even 
more importantly, the visitor can experience the special charms of rural 
Hungary. 


General 



Hungary (the Republic of Hungary; in 
Hungarian Magyar Koztarsasag) is situ¬ 
ated in the eastern half of Central Europe 
and, with an area of 93,031sq.km/- 
35,919sq.miles, makes up less than 
1% of the total surface area of Europe. 

The country lies between latitudes 
45° 45' and 48° 35' (in other words, it is 
equidistant from both the North Pole 
and the equator) and longitudes 16° 05' 
and 22° 55' (1300-1700km/800- 

1050 miles from the Atlantic Ocean). It 
thus extends approximately 320km/ 

200 miles from north to south and 
520km/325 miles from east to west. To 
the north Hungary is bordered by Slovakia, in the north-east by the Ukraine, 
in the east by Romania, in the south by Serbia, Croatia and Slovenia and in 
the west by Austria. 


Hungary 


Situation 


The capital of Hungary is Budapest, which was formed in 1872 from three Capital city 
historic towns, Buda (= furnace), 6buda (= old furnace) and Pest, and now 
comprises 22 districts. 


Topography 


Hungary is a typical lowland basin region (it forms part of the Carpathian 
Basin), with 84% of its area below 200m/650ft and only 2% above 
400m/1300ft. The gentle relief of the country reaches its highest point in the 
north-east (Matra Mountains, Kekes-teto, 1015m/3330ft). This predomin¬ 
antly low-lying situation has a pronounced influence on the climatic and 
hydrographic conditions of the country. 

< Budapest and the Danube 
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Geological Profile 
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Hungary lies almost wholly within the Pannonic Basin, which is alsoi some¬ 
times referred to as the "Carpathian Basin" or the Central Danube Basin ^ 
This tectonic depression zone is flanked on the west by the Eastern / p 
and their foothills. On the north and east the basin is surrounded by the 
arch of the Carpathians, to the south-east it is bordered by the Transylva¬ 
nian Alps to the south-west by the Dinaric Alps. The Pannonic Basin is 
located within the Alpidic mountain system and is filled with sedimen ary 
beds of varied provenance. Marine deposits, terrestria sediments, wind 
blown deposits and various residues from rivers can all be distinguished. 
In the depression the remains have been detected of a Palaezoic mountain 

range known as the Tisza Massif. This consists primarily of granite, but also 

of crystalline slates. It had almost certainly been extensively worn away by 

the end of the Palaezoic period. . 

In the Mesozoic period this mountain range was washed ar °u nd by the 
Tethys Sea and would have been flooded in many p aces The Alpidic 
mountain formation which occurred at a later date resulted in the present 
day layout of the Alps, Carpathian and Dinaric mountain ran 9es. The T sza 
Massif finally broke up and subsided into several beds of soil of varying 
sizes. Most of the basin was then flooded by the Miocene Sea. Powerfu 
volcanic activity then occurred along the cleft lines at the edges of the 
basin The effects of these upheavals, which vented themselves in the area 
of Budapest and Lake Balaton, are to be found in the high incidence of 
thermal sprinqs. Structural movements in the geological plates in due 
course caused the basin to be lifted up, along with its surrounding moun¬ 
tain ranqes, while individual areas actually sank back lower and lower (as 
much as 3000 m/ 9850 ft below sea level!) and at the same time the sea 
receded The massive layers of marine sediment were later covered over 
by river and windblown deposits. The Pannonic Basin did not receive its 
present appearance until the quaternary period when the Danube and its 
tributaries washed down considerable quantities of debris and gravel from 
the surrounding mountain areas. During and after the Ice Age targe 
amounts of fine loess were blown around and drifted and piled up to form 
dunes. 

In the course of geological history the formation has occurred of various 
deposits of raw materials which are now able to be exploited on an eco- 
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Topography 


nomic basis. Besides hard coal and brown coal (lignite), these consist 
principally of bauxite, uranium, copper, iron and manganese, as well as 
smaller quantities of oil and natural gas. In this connection the frequent 
occurrence of thermal and mineral waters should also be mentioned. 


Geographical Areas 

The country can be divided into six main areas: the Great Plain (Alfold), the 
Little Plain (Kisalfold), the West Hungarian Alpine foothills (Alpokalja), the 
Transdanubian Highlands (Dunantuli-domb-videk), the Transdanubian 
Hills (Dunantuli-kozephegyseg) and the North Hungarian Hills (Eszaki- 
kozephegyseg), The present-day national boundaries of Hungary do not 
follow any natural geographical line; in other words the geographical areas 
at the edges of the country are the continuation of those in neighbouring 
states. 

The Alfold or Great Plain is the most typical Hungarian landscape, occupy- Great Plain 

ing as it does practically half the total surface area of the country. This plain, 

which was formed by soil deposits, is situatedtothe east of the Danube and 

is in geological terms the newest area of Hungary. The area is divided into 

two by the River Tisza: the area between the Danube and the Tisza to the 

west (Duna-Tisza koze) and to the east of the Tisza the Tiszantul (literally: 

beyond the Tisza). Both parts consist of similar landscape types: the rivers 

are lined by alluvial flood areas, between which there are higher-lying loess 

ridges (e.g. Hajduhat, Bekes Ridge). With their deposits of black earth these 

offer the best conditions for agriculture, together with the Pleistocene 

alluvial peaks of the Danube and Tisza (e.g. Kiskunsag, Nyirseg), which 

display a more varied relief with their drifting sand dunes, which even 

today are still susceptible to movement. The areas of the plain known as the Puszta 

puszta are famous worldwide. This today mainly treeless landscape is now 
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Topography 

a conservation area with parts of it within the bounds of two national parks 
(Kiskunsag and Hortobagy Parks). These national parks, which alternate 
wide expanses of pastureland with fascinating sand-dunes and shallow 
salt lakes, have been made easily accessible to tourists, with the exception 
of some strictly protected biosphere reserves. The puszta, which today is 
so arid (puszta = barren land), can not be considered a natural landscape, 
despite its appearance, for it replaced the old wetter wooded steppes, 
which disappeared as a result of thoughtless forest clearances during the 
period of Turkish rule in the 16th and 17th c. as well as the large-scale river 
regulation schemes of the last century. 

Little Plain 

The landscape of north-west Hungary, through which flowthe Danube and 
its tributaries, shows genetically and morphologically similar features to 
the Great Plain. The most important area of the Little Plain is the Gyor 

Basin, where the Danube is joined by three tributaries, the Raba, Rabca and 

Marcal. Particularly attractive from a scenic point of view is the alluvial 
island of Szigetkoz, a large stretch of land (450sq.km/174sq.miles) between 
the arms of the Danube above Gyor, mainly covered with wooded mea- 
dowland. The southern shores of Ferto-to (Neusiedler See) and certain 
basalt hilltops 3-4 million years old (Somld near Devecser, Saghegy near 
Celidomolk), which are like islands on the southern edge of the plain, are 
also of interest. 

West Hungarian 
Border Region 

The commonly used Hungarian name forthis landscape, Alpokalja (foot of 
the Alps) is only correct in that the eastern foothills of the Eastern Alps lie 
along the western border of Hungary. These wooded mountains under 
1000m/3300ft high, the Koszegi-hegyseg and Soprom-hegyseg only show 
qeoloqical similarities with the Alps. The highest point of the Koszegi- 
heovseq (Irottko, 883m/2897ft), which for many years was only accessible 
from Austria, is also the highest point in the whole of Transdanubia. The 
rest of the West Hungarian border region consists of hilly country (e.g. the 

Zala Hills) and is heavily intersected by rivers which flow down from the 

Eastern Alps. Its position on the edge of the country, its many divisions of 
relief, and the wet, often marshy valleys contribute to the 
ancient traditions both in popular architecture and folk customs <* he e 
noqraphic landscapes of Gocsej and 6rseg) which have recently been 
discovered by the tourist industry. Hungary's petroleum industry started 
up in this region in the interwar years and although the oil fields are a| ready 
largely depleted, the deep bore-holes today provide spas w.th thermal 
water (e.g, Bukfiirdo, Zalakaros). 

Transdanubian 

Hills 

The hills of Southern Transdanubia are mainly composed of tertiary marine 
i- + ; n manv nlares covered with a layer of queternary loess. The 

“flT/hounded to the north by Lake Balaton, to the east by the Danube and 
n th^h along the aoaflan-Hungarian border -by the Drau IDrava . 

Thk hflh, country displays a relief of considerable diversity. Some parts, 

hacrhptno 350m/985-1150fthighSomogyandTolnaHighlands,have 

been heayily ime^SedVvalleys. (The Tolna Highlands are also known 
as "Swabhm Turkey" after the "Danube Swabians" ("Donauschwaben 
as . S ?h!h in rhp area in the 17th and 18th c. after the many years of 

Turkish rule ) Other parts of the region, on the other hand, such as th ® 
cove^edm ez6f b 1 d <= meadowfand) in the east, are rather flat^nd monoto¬ 
nous T he mezofold descends steeply down a bank as ™ u F h as , 

Knm/1 RR ?00ft hiah to the Danube and so down to the Great Plain (Alfold). 

@Jtar«sr£Br£3tf 

bank about 60-100m/200-330ft to the west since Roman times. 

Mecsek 

Villainy 

In the south-eastern part of this upland area, to the north and south of Pecs, 
two Mesozoic ranges, the Mecsek Mountains and those arou"d \hll4ny, 

tower above the surrounding hills. The larger and ig ij rn( ..tn n c com- 

Mecsek (682m/2238ft) consists mainly of Trias and Jura lim 
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Landscape near Villany 


plexes with the only significant layers of hard coal in the whole country. 

Alongside this there are Permian red sands containing some deposits of 
uranium ore. In the wooded uplands there are also karst formations, in¬ 
cluding the dripstone cave of Abaliget, the moist air of which is very 
healthy. The lower mountains of Villany only reach a height of 442m/1450ft. 

This Mesozoic limestone range has hardly any woods, its bare slopes 
dotted with the scars left by quarrying. The southern slopes of both moun¬ 
tain ranges are much favoured as wine-growing areas. 

From the north-west corner of Lake Balaton to the north-east corner of the Transdanubian 
country there stretches a line of mountain ranges running in a south-west- Central 
north-east direction. The section to the west of where the Danube breaches Mountains 
this chain of uplands is known as the Transdanubian Mountains, the sec¬ 
tion to the east of the Danube valley is called the North Hungarian 
Mountains. 

The Transdanubian Mountains are 200km/125 miles long and 40km/25 
miles wide and are bordered on the north-west by the Little Plain, and to the 
south-east by the Transdanubian Hills. These mountains are predomin¬ 
antly composed of Mesozoic sediments (limestone, sandstone and dolo¬ 
mite) and are divided up into several sections by rifts running across from 
north-west to south-east. 

The westernmost section of the Transdanubian Mountains, the Bakony Bakony 
(once known as Bakony Forest because of its extensive woodlands) con¬ 
sists of several parallel ridges divided up by rifts. The higher, more north¬ 
erly of the mountains are made of limestone (Koris-hegy, 704m/2310ft) and 
have a number of small tectonic basins in which nestle small villages. This 
part of the range is rich in lignite, bauxite and manganese deposits. The 
mining of them, however, does bring significant environmental problems 
in its train, as it causes the lowering of the karst water-level. The world- 
famous Lake Heviz, which is fed by thermal springs, has a surface area of 
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Landscapes, Lakes and Rivers, 
Mountains' 



Fertd 


TransdanUbian 
Central Mountains 


Velencei 

to 


Transdanubian 

Hill Country* 


6 &^ s6r \ 


Balaton Uplands 


, miles and is thus the largest lake of its kind in Europe^ 

Ce ime aS nlral monurnen., which is situated near the town of 
KesThely, was saved only after long discussions, when it was agreed to 
close a bauxite mine. 

S£®S3S32S5^M 

“Sand the Tapolca Basin, Mk ^ 

island-like basalt mountains have formed after , h J^n eaks are often 
material (e.g. Badacsony, 438m/1437ft. These basa t Peaks aire> on^ 

crowned with castle ruins, while on their lower slopes ther 
which grow the highest quality grapes. 
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East of the Balaton Uplands are the low limestone and dolomite uplands V6rtes 
(now turned to karst) of Vertes (482m/1581ft), in the basin of which bauxite 
deposits are to be found. In an already partly disused open-cast bauxite 
mine at Gant an open-air geological museum has been set up. Near the 
village of Vertesszolos, in the proximity of hot springs, finds of cavemen 
500,000 years old have been unearthed. 

To the south of Vertes are the 351 m/1152ft high Velencei Hills, which in Velencei 
Hungary are worthy of note because of the way they were formed. The Mountains 
weathered shapes (with names such as "mountain fortress'', "sacks of 
wool") oftheVariszicgranite outcrops are underenvironmental protection. 

On the southern edge of the mountains lies the tiny Lake Velencei with an 
area of 26sq.km/10sq.miles. 

The north-eastern sections of the Transdanubian Mountains {Pilis, Gerecse Danube Corner 
and Buda Uplands) are referred to collectively as the Danube Corner Moun- Mountains 
tains (Dunazug-hegyseg). The Pilis Uplands, which are made of Triassic 
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Visegrad 

Mountains 

sediments, are, with a height of 757m/2484ft, the highest part of the whole 
of the Transdanubian Mountains. The surface of the lower Gerecse Moun¬ 
tains (634m/2080ft) consists, on the other hand, of younger Eocene rocks. 
Lignite mining in the mountain basins (e.g. at Tatabanya) has also led here 
to a potentially disastrous lowering of the karst water-level. Nor have the 
thermal springs to be found along the Danube at the edge of the Buda 
Uplands been spared this process. These springs, even as long ago as 
Roman times, used to supply baths on the site of present-day Budapest. 
The horsts of the Buda Uplands, e.g. Janos-hegy (529m/1736ft), protrude to 
varying heights. - Budapest itself has certain natural beauties to offer: 
rising thermal waters have formed interesting caves and some of them e.g. 
those at Szemlohogy and Palvogy, have been lit and made accessible to 
tourists. 

The Visegrad Mountains (700m/2297ft) are the linking range which con¬ 
nects up with the North Hungarian Mountains. Consisting of volcanic 
andesites, they form the beginning of a chain of volcanos which appeared 
along the border between the North Hungarian Mountains and the Great 
Plain 16—11 million years ago. The Danube Bend (Dunakanyar) is where the 
Danube forces its way through the mountains and indeed it is the only 
place in Hungary where the river flows through a narrow valley. This valley 
was carved into the volcanic rocks of the Visegrad Mountains. Until just 
recently this landscape, interesting both from a geographical and historical 
point of view, was threatened with plans for a hydroelectric power station, 
which would have formed part of the Gabcikovo-Nagymaros reservoir 
scheme (see Rivers and Lakes). 

North Hungarian 
Mountains 

The mountains to the north and east of the Danube Valley form part of the 
North Hungarian Mountains. Whereas the volcanic formations in the 
Transdanubian Mountains are no more than elements of pigmentation, 
here they are of crucial importance to the landscape. The Bbrzsony, Matra 
and Zempleni Mountains are sections of the range which are all of volcanic 
oriqin and volcanic formations are also to be found in the Cserhat and in 
the southern part of the Bukk. But the parts of the range which are com¬ 
posed of sedimentary rocks are also rich in natural beauties (e.g. the caves 
in the Bukk and in the karst at Aggtelek). Incidentally, this mountain land¬ 
scape has the highest average altitude in the whole country. 

Borzsdny 

The Borzsony is the most westerly section of the 200km/124 an ^ 
40-50km/25-30 mile wide North Hungarian Mountains. During the Middle 
Ages Germans and others searched for gold and silver in the valleys at the 
edqe of this densely wooded Andesite range. Today the beauties of the 
Borzsony can be enjoyed exclusively by walkers and skiers. , 

In the higher parts of the range, around the summit of Csovanyos 
(939m/3081ft) it is still possible to uncover morphological vestiges ot tne 
former centre of volcanic activity. 

Cserhat 

The Cserhat is noticeably lower {652m/2139ft) lower than its neighbours. 
The range contains both Mesozoic sediments (e.g. the cement marl quar¬ 
ries at Naszaly above Vac) and also andesite lava flows and coverings (e.g. 
in the eastern Cserhat). In the north of the range - near the village of 
Ipolytarnoc - a palaeontological excavation site has been opened up, 
which has often, if rather exaggeratedly, been dubbed the Hungarian 
Pompeii". Under the layer of ashes left by a volcanic explosion occurring 
some 20 million years ago there are visible traces of the indigenous plant 
and animal life of that period (e.g. rhinoceroses, different types of birds, 
palms, cedars and mag nolias). Some of the finds can be seen in the wel set 

out open-air museum. In the north-east of the Cserhat, around Salg J < 

basalt peaks 1-2 million years old tower up, often crowned with the ruinso 
castles (e.g. Salgo, 625m/2051ft). 

M&tra 

To the east of the Cserhat and separated by the valley of the River Zagyva 
are the Matra Mountains which contain the highest peak in Hungary 
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(Kekes-teto, 1015m/3330ft). This former volcanic massif has been com¬ 
pared by some scientists with Mount Etna, but the only signs today of its 
immense power are such post-volcanic manifestations as mineral springs, 
the waters of which supply a bottling plant in Paradsasvar. The steep 
north-facing slopes are used in winter for ski-ing, while the gentler south¬ 
ern slopes constitute a famous vine-growing area, extending to the historic 
town of Eger at the south-western end of the Biikk Mountains. 


The Biikk Mountains are of a completely different geological composition Biikk 
from those sections of the North Hungarian Mountains so far described. 

Large areas of the range have been turned into a national park, while as a 
whole it has the highest average height of any Hungarian mountain range. 

It is mainly composed of Triassic limestone which has undergone exten¬ 
sive karst development. The high plateau of the Biikk, which is bounded by 
steep limestone peaks, known as "stones” (Istallos-ko, 959m/3146ft), is 
devoid of water-courses. The karst plateau is 700—800m/2300—2625ft high, 
20km/12 miles long and 6-7km/3’/2-4’/2 miles wide (atoll road runs across it) 
and is dotted with swallow-holes and dolines. The karst water comes to the 
surface in plentiful springs at the foot of the high plateau. Large quantities 
of lime have collected in many places, for instance in the limestone sinter 
terraces of the Szalajka Valley. There are also many caves in this area. In 
some of them, e.g. in the caves at Szeleta, traces have been found of Ice Age 
hunters and gatherers. The Istvan dripstone cave at Lillafured is also of 
interest. 


The longest and also the most beautiful dripstone cave 

found in what is known as the Little Karst of Aggtelek (60 m . 

most recent of Hungary's national parks, which extends from north of the 

Bukk to the Hungarian-Slovak border. A length of some 

the Baradla cave (the total length of the cave system- part of which lies the 

other side of the border—is about 22km/13 h miles.) ha 


Aggtelek 
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illuminated (conducted tours of different lengths available}. The largest 
hall of the caves is even used in summer for concerts. To the east of the 
Karst of Aggtelek are the relatively low hills of Csereh^t (322m/1056ft}, an 
area surrounded by the valleys of the Rivers Sajd, Bodva and Hern^d and 
with little, if any, touristic development. 

Zempl^ni Totheeastof Hern^disthefinal section of the North Hungarian Mountains, 

Mountains the Zempleni Mountains (899m/2949ft), which are another volcanic range. 

The peaks, which are composed of andesite and rhyolite, are divided up by 
smaller valleys and basins. On some of the volcanic peaks there are ruined 
castles (e.g. Boldogko, situated on a narrow and precipitous tuff ridge}. The 
south-eastern slope of the range, which falls away to the Great Plain, is 
called Hegyalja (= mountain foot) and includes the volcanic peak of Kopasz- 
hegy (= bald mountain) near Tokaj, which has shifted as far as the River 
Tisza. Tokaj is the centre of a wine-producing area located on volcanic rock 
which is probably the most famous in Hungary. 


Rivers and Lakes 


Danube 


Danube Dam 
System 
Gab££kovo* 
Nagymaros 
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"We always have a drought, never any water-and if we do get any water, it 
is always too much". So says the Hungarian peasant and there is some 
truth in what he says, as land that is often starved of water can also be 
susceptible to terrible floods. In terms of hydrography Hungary s location 
in a basin is of crucial importance: the country receives about 90% of its 
surface water from its neighbours. The most disturbing thing in the last few 
decades has been the increasing pollution evident in this water. 

The country's main river is the Danube (Duna) with 417km/259 miles of its 
length occurring within Hungarianterritory, of which some 14Gkm/87 miles 
form the border with Slovakia. For the whole of this length the dyer is 
navigable but the water flow is unequal. In the Budapest area it is on 
average 2330cu.m per sec./82,284cu.ft per sec. By comparison the Danube 
at Ingolstadt has a rate of flow of 308cu.m per sec./10,877cu.ft per sec. and 
at Vienna 1940cu.m per sec./68,5lieu.ft per sec. 

As with other rivers in Hungary, there are two high water periods within 
each yearly cycle. The first major one, known as the "ice flood", occurs at 
the beginning of spring, ft was one of these which caused the high water 
disaster at Pest in 1838. A second larger flood wave can occur in early 
summer, known as the "green flood". Many of the places in Hungary which 
are popular with visitors, such as Gyor, Esztergom, Visegr^d, Szentendre, 
Budapest and Mohacs, lie directly on the Danube. The most attractive areas 
of the river's banks and its islands are visited by countless holidaymakers 
during the summer season. There are facilities for a large number of water 
sports available here* 

The large-scale plans, already partially realised, designed to build a gigan¬ 
tic system of dams along the course of the Danube between the Slovak 
town of Gabftkovo (about 30km/19 miles dovynstream from Bratislava) and 
the Hungarian town of Nagymaros (situated in the Danube Bend, opposite 
VisegrSd) have been, and continue to be, surrounded by controversy. The 
initial idea for such a scheme was set down on paper back in the 1950s, In 
the mid-1970s it was intended to create a 20km/12 mile-long reservoir just 
downstream from Bratislava, from which a 25km/16 mile-long artificial 
power-station canal would branch off with a dam at Gabcikovo (and a 
storage station with a capacity of 720 megawatts of electricity). The dam at 
Nagymaros was intended to even out the tidal effect of the storage power- 
station at Gabfiikovo and in addition produce 171 megawatts of electricity. 
The plans, which on the Hungarian side were to a large extent dependent 
on Austrian finance, aroused a large number of objections from sections of 
the population concerned about ecological issues, but these protests were 
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hushed up by the one-party dictatorship in power at the time. The oppo¬ 
nents of the project feared above all that supplies of drinking water in the 
vicinity of the dams would be endangered, that the meadowland vegeta¬ 
tion would dry out, and that the natural symbiotic balance both along the 
Danube and in the Danube Bend would be destroyed. 

A demonstration calling for a halt to the construction of the dam was held in 
September 1988, with 35,000 people attending. It turned into a political 
declaration of strength by the democratic and ecological movements in 
Hungary. In early 1989 the Nemeth government ordered building work in 
Nagymaros to be halted and then in 1992 the agreement relating to the 
project to build the dam was cancelled. If all goes well, the environmental 
conditions which once existed in the Danube Bend should be restored by 
1994. 

Slovakia, now independent, remains committed to the project, however, 
despite the Hungarian withdrawal, and fully intends to carry it through. In 
the late autumn of 1992 the two neighbouring states of Hungary and 
Slovakia became embroifed in a serious legal and diplomatic dispute over 
the matter. The Danube was diverted on the Slovak side just below Bratis¬ 
lava. On the Hungarian side this led to an immediately noticeable lowering 
of the water table. The Slovaks' engineering was, however, not able to co pe 
with an early winter high water, so for the moment they have had to draw 
back, with a consequent relaxation in the political tension. Hungary hopes 
to gain a solution in the near future by involving the European Community. 

The Tisza meanders for 598km/372 miles through Hungarian territory. This Tisza 
river has frequently been dubbed the "blond river" on account of the 
yellowish shimmering quality created by the vast masses of alluvial 
material which it carries. The Tisza is characterised by the many channels 
which have been artificially blocked off from the main river. In regulating 
the river's flow in the 19th c„ the actual length of the river was reduced by a 
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third from what it had originally been. The extremes of the water-flow of 
the Tisza are also remarkable: the ratio between low and high water can 
occasionally be as much as 1:80. The Tisza’s worst high water disaster 
occurred in 1879, when the city of Szeged was almost completely flooded. 
Certain sections of the Tisza's banks, as well as some of the old blocked-off 
channels, have been turned into recreational areas during the last few 
years. The largest project of this type is the reservoir at Kiskore, which is 
being developed into an important holiday region. 

The Raba, the 383km/238 mile-long right-hand tributary of the Danube, 
rises in the Eastern Alps in Austria (the Wechselgebirge) and flows into the 
Mosoni-Danube at Gyor. The Raba's catchment area is 14,000sq.km/- 
5400sq.miles in total, of which 5564sq.km/2148sq.miles are within 
Hungary. The Gyongyos and the Marcal are important tributaries of 
the Raba. 

None of Hungary's lakes is particularly deep. As a result they warm up very 
quickly in summer but in winter can freeze over in a very short space of 
time. The largest stretch of water, and without doubt the most popular 
tourist attraction, is Lake Balaton, not far from Budapest. The lake has an 
area of 598sq.km/231sq.miles, is 78km/48 miles long and has a maximum 
width of 15km/9 miles. It was formed about 20,000 years ago along a 
tectonic depression zone. Just south of the Tihany peninsula, where the 
lake is only 1.5km/1 mile wide, is its deepest point: 12.4m/41ft. On average, 
however, the lake is only 3—4m/10—13ft deep. Thus Lake Geneva, which in 
terms of surface area is roughly the same size, contains 50 times more 
water than its Hungarian counterpart. The shallowest water in Lake Bala¬ 
ton, mainly to be found along its southern shores, can heat up to as much 
as 26-28°C/79-82°F in summer! 

Lake Balaton is fed mainly by the tiny River Zala and a few small streams. 
The excess water is diverted along the canalised Sio on the southern shore 
to the Danube. 

Near where the Zala flows into the lake is the marshy area known as Kis 
Balaton (Little Balaton), which is strictly protected as a nature conservation 
area because of its importance as a resting-place for migratory birds. Some 
years ago an attempt was made to drain this area butthe misguided nature 
of the plan was realised in time and it was rescinded. As a result the water 
quality in Lake Balaton began to improve, with floating matter from the 
River Zala once again being deposited in the basin of Kis Balaton. 

The 10km/6 mile-long and 2-3.5km/l7z-2 mile-wide Lake Velencei 
(Velencei-to; 26sq.km/10sq. miles) is also situated in a tectonic depression. 
The unobstructed surface area is only 16sq.km/6sq.miles. The lake, which 
has an average depth of only 1m/3ft, is predominantly overgrown with 
reeds (bird reserve). The proximity of Budapest has enabled Lake Velencei 
to become a popular recreational area in recent years. Along the southern 
shore in particular the villages combine to form one continuous holiday 
area. 

Lake Fert6(Ferto-t6; normally known in English by its German name, Neu¬ 
siedler See, as most of the lake is in Austria) has about a quarter of its 
surface area (82sq.km/32sq.miles) in Hungarian territory. This lake, on 
average less than 1 m/3ft deep, is heavily overgrown with reeds. As a result 
of temporary falls in the water level, large areas of the lake dry up from time 
to time. Sketches survive from the second half of the 19th c. which show 
that the lake was for a time completely dried up. Until just a few years ago 
the Hungarian part of the lake formed part of the Iron Curtain but it is now to 
undergo extensive touristic development. 

The thermal Lake Heviz (see Topography, Transdanubian Mountains), sit¬ 
uated some 6km/4 miles from the north-west shore of Lake Balaton, has a 
special place among Hungary's tourist attractions. Its slightly radioactive 
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healing water is mainly composed of calcium salts, sulphur and hydrogen 
carbonates. The lake, which is partly overgrown with waterlilies, has a 
maximum depth of 35m/115ft and an average temperature of 33°C/91°F, 

Hungary is one of the richest countries in Europe for mineral and healing Thermal springs 
waters. Thermal springs mainly come to the surface along the rifts, both 
lengthways and crosswise, of the central mountain ranges, but there are 
also some in the Great Plain. In the Budapest area alone there are 123 
thermal springs with temperatures between 24 and 78°C/75 and 172°F, 
occurring along the so-called Buda Thermal Line. Many hot baths in Hun¬ 
gary have a long tradition; some of these curative springs were known to 
the Romans. The most important spas in Hungary are Balf, Biikfurdo, 

Harkany, Heviz and Zaiakaros in Transdanubia, Gyula and Hajduszoboszlo 
in the Great Plain and Eger, Mezokovesd and Miskolc-Tapolca in the North 
Hungarian Mountains. 


Climate 


Hungary is dominated by temperate-continental climate conditions, result¬ 
ing mainly from the country's situation in a basin relatively far from the sea 
and surrounded by mountains. From time to time, however, Atlantic and 
Mediterranean influences are also felt The country is small in surface area 
and has no very pronounced divisions of relief, and there are naturally, 
therefore, no sharply defined climatic contrasts or distinctive climatic 
areas. Certain differences are, however, striking. The climate of Hungary is 
essentially a transitional one between two more extreme types, with the 
continental qualities becoming far more apparent as one goes east and 
oceanic influences receding. Even more crucial than this east-west varia¬ 
tion is the effect of the basin situation, so that the area of Hungary with the 
most continental climate (i.e. with the largest temperature variations and 
the lowest rainfall) is not in the east at all, but in the Great Plain around the 
town of Szolnok. These differences of location have a bearing on all aspects 
of the climate. 

The average number of hours of sunshine is "only" 1700-1800 hours per Sunshine 
year near the western border and in the North Hungarian Mountains, while 
around Szeged on the Tisza it reaches 2100 hours per year. The hours of 
sunshine are naturally highest in the summer months. 

The annual mean temperature in the west is 8°C/46°F, in the south of the Temperature 
Great Plain H°C/52°F. The changes in temperature are better reflected by 
the mean temperatures of the coldest and warmest months, viz. January 
and July. The mean temperature in January is -1°C/30°F in the Somogy 
uplands, in the Zempleni Mountains -4°C/25°F; in July it is under 19°C/66°F 
along the western border, but in the southern part of Tiszantul, on the other 
hand, it reaches more than 22°C/72°F, The mean annual variation in temper¬ 
ature along the western border is under 20°C/68°F but in the heart of the 
Great Plain it exceeds 26°C/79°F. The most extreme temperatures recorded 
so far in Hungary's history were -35°C/-31°F fin 1940 at Miskolc) and 
+41°C/106 C F {in 1950 at Pecs). Very often there can be an Indian summer 
with temperature increases being recorded in October. This "grape 
cooker", as it is frequently called, can have a very beneficial effect on the 
grape harvest. 

The rainfall distribution also varies considerably between different parts of Precipitation 
the country. The national annual average of 580 to 730mm/23 to 29in. 
conceals figures of more than 800mm/31in. per year in the Zala Uplands 
{with extreme measurements of 1400mm/55in. per year) and figures of less 
than 500mm/20in. per year in the centre of the Great Plain, where some 
extremely dry years produce only 300—350mm/12—Min. The highest quan¬ 
tities of precipitation are recorded in the west of the country when Atlantic 
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Six typical 
Regional Climatic 
Stations 

Diagram by 
Prof, Dr Wolfgang Hassenpffug 


Snow 


Extreme weather 
conditions 


Fohn influences 


md Mediterranean air masses meet one another. The mountainous 
eqions with an altitude greater than 700m/2300ft in general receive some 
:00mm/8in, more precipitation than the surrounding areas. As regards the 
easonal distribution of precipitation, there is a maximum, caused by 
Atlantic cyclones, in the months May-July [60-110mm/2-4in. per month), 
'he most pronounced minimum precipitation figures occur in January and 
ebruary (30-50mm/1-2in. per month). In the south-west of Hungary there 
; a second period of high rainfall in the late autumn, which is ascribable to 
flpHitprranean influences. 


In the country taken as a whole, about 10-15% of the annu 
falls on average as snow, while in the mountain areas it is ... 
However the snow only remains on the ground for any length of time 
altitudes above 800-900m/2600-300Oft, something which severely re 


al precipitation 

some 20-25%. 


stricts opportunities for winter sports. 


As Hunqary is situated in a transitional zone between quite distinct air 
masses which are alternately deflected and reinforced by the Carpathian 
Mountains, deviations from the average statistical figures are not uncom¬ 
mon. They are likely to occur both during changeable weather conditions, 
when there are heavy thunderstorms, as well as in extreme conditions or 
longer duration, such as droughts and cold spells. 


Fohn influences are not uncommon along south-eastern facing mountain 
slopes. These currents of air which descend from the mountains warm up 
very rapidly and are extremely dry. They are very conducive to viniculture 
and the growing of fruit. 
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Plants and Animals 


Hungary's position far from the sea, the resulting continental climate, and Biosphere 
the occurrence over wide areas of highly fertile brown and black soils have 
all contributed to a biosphere which, while having certain individual 
characteristics, can basically be classed as that of a Centra! European 
subregion. The vegetation which exists in Hungary today traces its devel¬ 
opment back to the end of the Ice Age, which did not actually cause any 
freezing-over in the Carpathian Basin, but instead led to a chilly tundra 
climate. Rare remains of this glacial and post-glacial plant world (e.g. silver 
birch moorland) can still be found in the area around Batorliget in north¬ 
eastern Hungary Inear Nyirbator). 

Originally, large areas of the country were sparsely covered with decidu¬ 
ous woodland (especially oak). In higher-lying areas, oaks, beeches, limes, 
maples and chestnuts predominated. In addition there were expanses of 
steppe composed of woodland and grassland. This natural vegetation has 
today become limited, and then in a heavily modified form, to just some 
10-15% of the country's surface area. As regards its animal kingdom, 

Hungary lies in an intermediate zone, with representatives of Central Euro¬ 
pean and Pontic fauna occurring. 

Flora 


Hungary belongs to the Central European flora area, and within that area to 
the Pannonic (or Hungarian) flora province. Despite its small area, there is a 
proliferation of species (over 2000), as, in consequence of the very varied 
climatic influences already mentioned, Hungary is very much a transitional 
zone between East Alpine, Mediterranean and continental regions. 

Deciduous forests are the norm in both the Transdanubian and North Natural 

Hungarian Mountains. Even the highest summits remain belowthe zone of vegetation 

coniferous forests (pines and yews occur naturally only in pockets), but in of the central 

recent times these have been deliberately planted in many places - and mountains 

unfortunately in some places where they arequite alien to the surrounding 

environment. In higher-lying areas and on north-facing slopes there are 

beech forests, while lower down, and on south-facing slopes, oak and ash 

are found. In the uplands of Transdanubia and in the Mecsek and Villany 

ranges, Mediterranean tree types occur (e.g. sweet chestnut). Beeches 

occur in low-lying situations in areas of western Hungary which have a high 

rainfall. The green alders and different types of fern which are to be found 

on the uplands of the Koszegi-hegyseg and the Soproni-hegyseg point to 

Atlantic influences. In the Bakony there are isolated oakforests, while in the 

karst-developed limestone and dolomite areas there are hornbeam, ash 

and thickets of wild rose, whitethorn and blackthorn. 


At the time of the Hungarian conquest (around 900) the vegetation of the Natural 

Hungarian plains consisted of woodland steppes with sparse forests, vegetation of 

moorland, pastureland and meadows along the rivers. The treeless puszta the Hungarian 

landscape, with its pale-green covering of short grass and the mirages pams 

which form over its wide overheated expanses, is for the most part an 

artificial steppeland created by man's intervention. The last climatically 

determined steppe period in the Carpathian Basin was at the time of the 

Boreal phase, about 9000-7500 years before our own time. The areas with 

sandy or saline soils have their own special vegetation. The sandy soils 

support a few poplars, oaks, ash and elms. In quite a few places - such as at 

Bugac in the Kiskunsag National Park —junipers are also to be found. The 

acacia, or robinia, which was introduced from America in the 17th c., is also 

widespread and in many places helps to bind the drifting sand. 

The natural plant world is still best preserved on the soda-rich soils, which 
are distinguished by panicles, camomile and, not least, wormwood. Loess 
soils, which are now intensively used for agriculture, yield only the most 
rudimentary traces of the original natural vegetation. 
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Deciduous forest in the Bukk Mountains Silver birches 


Fauna 


Predators 


Other wild 
animals 


Birds 


Experts have counted some 32,000 different animal species in Hungary, of 
which the majority can be classed as insects. Mammals have now become 
reduced to just 85 species. In particular, big game has disappeared from the 
country at a steadily increasing rate over the past few centuries. As early as 
the 13th c. aurochs had become extinct. The last elks and bisons were seen 
in the 18th c. 

Wolves, bears and lynxes have retreated into theforests of the Carpathians. 
These animals only now appear during especially hard winters in the 
eastern border areas. Foxes, wild cats and martens can still be seen rela¬ 
tively frequently, especially in the North Hungarian Mountains, while mar¬ 
tens are even capable of venturing into closely built-up areas. With the 
disappearance of undisturbed river meadowland becoming more and 
more evident, it is only a matter of time before the otter becomes extinct in 
Hungary. 

Large numbers of deer still live in Hungary's forests and pasturelands. The 
number of red deer alone is estimated to be 30,000. The north of the 
country is home to a considerable number of wild boars. Fallow deer and 
moufflons live mainly in the Matra and Biikk Mountains. Both large and 
small rodents are to be found over the whole country, while in the last few 
decades the beaver has been successfully reintroduced. All over Hungary 
there are plentiful supplies of food to support field hares, rabbits, squirrels, 
hamsters and field mice. 

Owing to the regulation of river flow and drainage of large expanses of 
land, the biosphere for birds has become severely restricted. The last few 
silver herons nest in the reed thickets of Kis Balaton and Ferto-to (Neu- 
siedler See). Cormorants, waders and razorbills are more often to be seen 
in the plains. There are also large populations of wild ducks, geese, cranes, 
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A stork 



Hungarian sheepdog 


bitterns, pheasants and Turkish doves. During the spring and autumn 
months many migratory birds, such as white-fronted geese, visit the area 
around Hortobagy and Feher-to (White Lake; near Szeged). Storks' nests 
are clearly visible across the whole country, but bustards which were once 
extremely numerous, have now retreated to the meadowland along the 
River Tisza. Falcons, owls and eagles are threatened with extinction. 


Originally there were a large number of different types of fish but this Fish 
diversity has been noticeably reduced in recent years through the in¬ 
creasing level of water pollution. Carp, pike-perch, whitefish, eels and 
catfish are much sought after by anglers. Pike also abound in Hungary's 
rivers and lakes. 


Since time immemorial animal husbandry has been an inseparable part of Working animals 
the Hungarian way of life. In the past Hungarian pasturage was typified by 
White Hungarian cattle, but this breed has more recently been replaced by 
others which are more robust and productive (e.g. Hungarian red-flecked 
cattle). The situation is very similar in pig-breeding, with the older famous 
Hungarian fat pig having been ousted by West European meat-producing 
strains. On the bare pasturelands of the north-east and between the 
Danube and the Tisza there are extremely large numbers of sheep, in¬ 
cluding horned zackel sheep, small Hungarian merino sheep and reddish 
brown Ratzka sheep. Hungarian horse-breeding has also traditionally been 

of great importance, particularly for thoroughbreds. 

Poultry farminq should not be overlooked either: chickens, geese, turkeys 
and ducks form an integral part of the Hungarian farming landscape. The 
most typical breeds of dog to be encountered are the puli and the Hungar¬ 
ian sheepdog. 
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Environmental Problems 


The environmental problems which for some time now have been surfac¬ 
ing in Hungary can probably be directly traced back to measures taken by 
both the communist party and government which right up to the late 1980s 
would have followed the guidelines laid down by the communist countries' 
much vaunted Council for Mutual Economic Aid (Comecon).The alignment 
of social policies to prevailing communist and socialist principles oyer 
several decades has led to misguided developments and initiatives which 
resulted recently in the Gabcikovo problem (see Rivers and Lakes, Danube) 
coming under worldwide scrutiny. A powerful confrontation threatened to 
develop between the two former socialist nations and neighbours across 
the Danube, Hungary and Slovakia, because the latter vvas trying to sweep 
to one side the misgivings of the former over the ecological implications of 
the Danube dam project. 

Until very recently environmental damage has mainly resulted from such 
situations as power stations using inferior low-grade fuels, large-scale 
industrial complexes being established without proper filtration and puri¬ 
fication plants, and scant attention being paid to the problem of waste 
disposal. In agriculture the disproportionate use of pesticides, herbicides, 
insecticides and artificial fertilisers has given rise to additional problems, 
which have manifested themselves in contaminated drinking water, gen¬ 
eral air and water pollution and accumulations in the food chain. 


Waterways 


The prime carrier of Hungary's pollution burden is the Danube, the flow of 
which is "regulated" by all manner of water installations and industrial 
plants. The situation is similar with the Tisza, the second largest river in the 
country. Various kinds of human intervention have resulted in a drastic 
lowering of the water table in certain areas. More recently, though the 
intention has been expressed of restoring Hungary's waterways to their 
natural state and it is planned to build large purification plants, particularly 
near the major towns and cities. 


Soil 


Destruction 
of forests 


Emergency 

measures 


the short-sighted cultivation of large expanses of land, which had been the 
lorm over the past few decades, is being totally reappraised at the present 
■ime There are now quite a few large agricultural concerns which are 
filing into question the excessive use of chemicals and instead are going 
3 ver to more natural farming methods. Areas of land which have either 
aecome barren or severely eroded are gradually being reafforested or are 
Deing put to new uses. 


Predictably, Hungarian forests have also been damaged to an alarming 
deqree principally through acid rain which is produced by the combustion 
of coal, oil and gas. Domestic users, trade and industry, povyer stations ana 
individual travellers are the main culprits. Forests on the windward side ot 
the Hungarian mountain ranges are particularly affected, as well as wood¬ 
land in close proximity to the exhaust fumes of large Hungarian andforeign 
industrial sites and centres of population. 


The urgently needed improvement in the environmental situation repre¬ 
sents a major challenge, which can probably only be met by a concede 
effort on the part of Hungary and its neighbours. In particular, the know 
how and financial support of western countries are required. 

That Hungarians have started to develop an environmental awareness was 
shown not least in the conflict over the Gabcikovo project. Far-sighted 
forces in the world of business and administration have already set about 
the reconstruction of industrial enterprises to take into account environ¬ 
mental considerations and these same concerns have been paramount in 
recent legislation which has been passed. 
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Nature and Environmental Protection 



Gemence Forest, a protected area 


Nature and Environmental Protection 


Nature and environmental protection has been an integral component of Nature 

Hungarian national planning at least since the middle of the 1970s. The conservation 

Tihany peninsula on Lake Balaton was made a nature conservancy area as areas 
long ago as the 1950s. There are now four large national parks: Hortobagy 
(52,000ha/200sq.miles including the puszta region around Debrecen), Kis- 
kunsag (36,000ha/140sq,miles including the puszta region around Kecs¬ 
kemet, made a biospheric reserve by UNESCO in 1979), Bukkand Aggtelek. 

In addition there are over 500 more biotopes and landscape areas, some of 
them very restricted in size, which have been given protected status. 

Certain key areas of these are out of bounds or may only be entered with 
special permission. 

Unfortunately, during the fast few years a thriving tourist trade has devel¬ 
oped in certain places closely associated with the romanticism of the 
puszta (Apaj Puszta, Bugac, Nine Arch Bridge in Hortobagy). This tends to 
make a mockery of the efforts of the conservationists. 


Considerable progress has been made in the last ten years regarding Waterside areas 
protection of the country's waterways and regulation of access to shore¬ 
lines and wetlands. For some time now the use of motorboats has been 
banned on Lake Balaton, the only exception being the Tihany ferry. 

The desirability of further regulation of boat traffic and shoreline access is 
being evaluated. There are equally severe restrictions in force in the area 
around Lake Velencei, which, like Lake Balaton, is an important recreational 
area close to Budapest. 

Naturally the protection of birds is accorded special attention. River-banks Bird protection 
and the shores of shallow lakes and ponds are important staging-posts for 
large flocks of migratory birds. 
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Countryside code of conduct 

Danger of fire Prolonged periods of dry weather in Hungary can create a situation where 

in woodland and there is a real risk of fires breaking out in either woodland or open country, 

open country Lighting open fires is particularly to be avoided during the summer 

months. When leaving a picnic place where there are special places for 
lighting a fire, the visitor must be sure to check that any such fire is 
completely extinguished! 


Protection It is of the utmost importance not to uproot or dig up plants if these belong 

of plants to a type that is protected or which are growing in a nature conservancy 

area. 


Hunting, fishing 


Nature 

conservancy 

regulations 


Hunting wild animals and fishing is permitted only in specially assigned 
areas and only at certain times. 

Hungarian nature conservancy regulations are continually being updated. 
It is always advisable to check in advance to ascertain whether any regu¬ 
lations are in force. 


Population 


Statistics In 1991 the population of Hungary was 10,354,000; this corresponds to an 

average density of population of 111 inhabitants per sq.km/287 persq.mile. 
In the south and east of Hungary, particularly in the Great Plain, the density, 
at 60-90 inhabitants per sq.km/155-233 per sq.mile, falls noticeably short 
of this figure. This regional difference in the population distribution is the 
result of large-scale immigration after the Second World War and massive 
industrialisation during the 50s and 60s. Thousands of people left the 
predominantly agricultural areas of southern Transdanubia and the Great 
Plain and migrated to the major industrial centres, in particular the capital 
Budapest and the industrial areas of the central uplands (Tatabanya and 
Miskolc, etc). Today 61 % of the population lives in the northern half of the 
country, including 20% in Budapest alone. This disparity between the 
industrial heartland and the other relatively underdeveloped regions has 
until now been an unresolved problem for Hungary - only the nature of the 
migration has altered, with about 15% of the working population havng to 
commute between their home and their place of work. 

Population Any consideration of population changes within Hungary is complicated 

changes by the fact that the national boundaries of the country have altered and 

contracted several times during the last few centuries, and older studies 
have generally referred to the whole area of the Carpathian Basin. It is 
estimated that the number of Magyars who migrated into the Carpathian 
Basin in 900 was around 250,000. The Slav population living there at that 
time would have been somewhat larger. The high population of 5 million in 
the 15th c. was reduced to about 2.5 million by the year 1700 as a result of 
the Turkish Wars. By 1787 the population had recovered to reach 8 million 
(within the present-day boundaries it would have measured 2.7 million) 
and in 1840 a population census produced a figure of 11.3 million. In 1920 
Hungary had a population of some 20 million, but after the Second World 
War it fell once again as a consequence not only of war losses and deporta¬ 
tions, but also of resettlements and the expulsion of ethnic Germans at the 
end of the 1940s. In the 1960s and 1970s the population rose sharply again, 
partly as a result of the rigorous prohibition of abortion in the early 1950s, 
and reached a temporary high point of 10.7 million in 1980; since 1982, 
however, population growth has slowed down slightly. 

Language The official language of Hungary is Hungarian, which is spoken by 96% of 

the population as their mother tongue. Within Central Europe Hungarian 
occupies a unique position, belonging as it does to the Finno-Ugrian group 
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of languages and being related to Finnish and Estonian. Hungarian has the 
oldest linguistic monuments (12th c.) of any of the Finno-Ugrian lan¬ 
guages. A vast number of words in Hungarian have, however, been bor¬ 
rowed from Latin, Slavic, German and Turkish. 

The Constitution of 1949 effectively separated church and state in Hungary. Religion 
Since then censuses have no longer concerned themselves with an individ¬ 
ual's religious denomination and therefore any statistics have to be based 
on estimates and on figures supplied by the religious organisations, and 
these often show considerable divergence. With about 6 million members 
(approximately 60% of the total population), the Roman Catholic Church is 
the largest denomination. In Hungary there are three archbishoprics (Eger, 

Esztergom and Kalocsa) and eleven bishoprics; the Archbishop of Esz- 
tergom is at the same time Primate of All Hungary. About 19% of the 
population are Calvinist, while the Evangelical and Greek Catholic 
churches each claim adherentsamounting to 5% of the population. Around 
2% of Hungarian citizens are members of the Greek Orthodox Church. The 
Jewish community in Hungary, notwithstanding the extermination and 
expulsion of hundreds of thousands during the Second World War, is still, 
with 80-100,000 members (about 1% of the population), the largest in 
Central Europe. The Rabbinic Institute, the only Jewish university in East¬ 
ern Europe, was set up in Budapest, where most of the Hungarian Jews 
live. 

Following the religious persecution of the 1950s and early 1960s, involving Role of the 
the proscription of almost all monastic orders, the closure of denomi- churches 
national schools and institutions and the arrest of priests, there has been a 
gradual decrease in repression since the 1970s. Since the political changes 
of 1989 the position of the churches has been strengthened again. In most 
schools optional religious instruction is now available and the establish¬ 
ment of religious orders has once again been permitted. Even the highly 
vexed question of the return of expropriated church possessions has al¬ 
ready been partially addressed. 


Ethnic groups and minorities 

Since the Second World War there has not been any significant non- 
Hungarian element in the population; 90% of the country's citizens classify 
themselves as Hungarian. However the former multi-ethnic Hungarian 
state was a land with many minorities: Germans, Romanians, Slovaks, 

Serbs, Croats and Greeks; in addition there are Jews, Sinti and Roma, not 
officially recognised as ethnic minorities. Moreover, since the First World 
War, Hungarians have formed minorities in certain neighbouring states: 
some 600,000 Hungarians live in Slovakia, 150,000 in the Ukraine, 2 million 
in Romania, 500,000 in Serbia, Croatia and Slovenia and 10,000 in Austria, 

The largest minority in terms of numbers are Germans (about 200- Hungarian 
250,000), mainly descendants of original migrants to the east, who settled ethnic Germans 
in the countryside and made their homes in the area around Budapest 
(traditional German settlements include Budaors and Budakeszi), near the 
western border and in the region between Pecs and Baja, known as Swa¬ 
bian Turkey. Before the First World War there were still as many as 500,000 
ethnic Germans in Hungary; their numbers contracted as a result of 
enforced resettlement after the Second World War, with a total of 170— 

190,000 people leaving the country. Since the 1970s pressure on ethnic 
Germans within Hungary has considerably lessened. Tangible signs of the 
more relaxed situation are the numerous institutions set up to protect the 
German cultural heritage (national associations. German-language 
schools, cultural societies, German libraries and local history museums, 
etc,). Even the bilingual village signs to be seen in places such as Villany, 
are an expression of a renewed sense of national identity. 
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Two fine examples ... 



... of the Hungarian arcaded house 


Slovaks The second largest minority group are the Slovaks (about 110,000), who, 

Southern Slavs, apart from the northern boundary of Hungary, mainly inhabit the south- 

Romanians east of Tiszantul. The Slovak share of the population was considerably 

reduced by the exchange of citizens which took place between 194b and 
1948 between Hungary and the then Czechoslovakia. Approximately ou 
100,000 Southern Slavs (Croats, Serbs and Slovenes) live mainly along the 
River Drava in southern Transdanubia and in the southern part of the area 
between the Danube and the Tisza. In the former Serbian town of Szen- 
tendre to the north of Budapest the number of Serb families has decreased 
dramatically. The area of settlement of some 30,000 Romanians in Hungary 
is to be found along the Romanian-Hungarian border in the south-east of 

the country. 


Between 350,000 and 800,000 gipsies (Sinti and Roma) live in Hungary, 
they are not recognised as a minority and their integration poses enormous 
social and political problems. With the exception of the families of certain 
rich musicians and businessmen, gipsies occupy the very lowest position 
on the social ladder. In particular their lack of formal education tends to 
condemn them to unemployment. These social tensions lead to an in¬ 
creased level of criminality and this unfortunately in turn reinforces exist¬ 
ing prejudices. 


Types of settlement 

By the end of the 1980s 59% of the Hungarian population lived in the 
country's 166 towns, with more than 25% in the Budapest conurbation. The 
dominant position of this metropolis of 2 million people within Hungary s 
settlement structure is determined by historical factors. The counter¬ 
balancing influence exerted by the former urban centres of the imperial 
era, such as Bratislava, KoSice, Cluj, Zagreb and Timisoara, which since the 
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State and Society 


First World War have lain outside the boundaries of the Hungarian state, 
has only partially been replaced by the present-day provincial centres of 
Debrecen (pop. 215,000), Miskolc (pop. 192,000), Szeged (pop. 177,000), 

P6cs (pop. 170,000}, Gyor (pop. 130,000), Nyiregyhaza (pop. 115,000), Sze- 
kesfehervar (pop. 110,000) and Kecskemet (pop. 105,000). 

Various types of urban settlement can be distinguished, according to the Towns 
way they have been formed. In many cases a fortress was the impetus for 
the formation of a settlement and provided protection for the latter by 
virtue of its elevated position (e.g. Esztergom, Buda or Ves 2 prem), or its 
location in swampy ground (e.g. Csongrad, Gyula, Komarom and Sziget- 
var). Baja, Mohacs, Gyorand Pest lie on fords; Eger, Gyongyos, Hatvan and 
Miskolc are situated at crossing-points between the plain and the moun¬ 
tains. A typically Hungarian type of settlement is provided by the agricultu- Agricultural 
ral towns of the Great Plain. They grew up during the unsettled period of towns 
Turkish rule, when large swathes of the plain were laid waste and the 
population was forced to take refuge in the larger townships, which often 
enjoyed the protection of the sultan (known as Khas towns). Whereas in the 
19th c. at least 50% of those in employment in these towns still worked on 
the land, today the figure is just 20%. So far these settlements, which are 
surrounded by fertile agricultural land, have only really acquired the attri¬ 
butes of a town right in their centres, where church, administrative build¬ 
ings and school are to be found, the outskirts of the town consisting of a 
broad belt of rural "suburbs" (e.g. Kecskemet). 

The geography of the country has produced various forms of village. The Villages 
smaller villages in the hilly and mountainous areas are situated along 
roads through valleys or lie scattered, clinging to slopes which are pro¬ 
tected from the wind. In the flatter areas villages are larger, but even more 
scattered. The traditional Hungarian farmhouse is a long, single-storey 
building with a characteristic leafy walkway, often covered with vines, 
aiong one of its longer sides. 

The individual farmhouse, or "tanya",to be found in the Great Plain, can be 
traced back to the period of Turkish rule. After the withdrawal of the Turks, 
farmers moved back on to the land from the protection of the towns and 
there built solitary buildings to serve as temporary working quarters. These 
later became permanent dwelling-places. During the second half of the 
19th c. these single buildings also became a feature of the areas along the 
River Tisza which were able to be drained through regulation of the flow of 
the river, and also of the sandy areas between the Danube and the Tisza. 

Today between 3 and 4% of the Hungarian population still lives on these 
solitary farmsteads; many of the inhabitants of the rural areas have 
migrated to the industrial towns, because the deficient infrastructure (lack 
of electricity and water supplies, etc.) made life in a tanya so arduous and 
full of hardship. Latterly there has been a trend to improve the rural 
infrastructure so that the tanyascan be used as second homes and holiday 
houses, 


State and Society 


From the year 1000 to the end of the Second World War Hungary was a Type of state 
monarchy. Between the First and Second World Wars, because of a 
vacancy on the throne, it was ruled by an imperial administrator as head of 
state. During the communist era the country was a people's republic. Since 
October 23rd 1989 Hungary has been a republic. 

The national flag of Hungary is red, white and green. These colours are Flag and arms 
supposed to have first featured in the country's history when they 
appeared on a proclamation issued by the Arpad King Andreas I!. When the 
country became a republic in 1989 the historic coat of arms was rein¬ 
troduced. The left half of the arms has red and silver stipes; the right-hand 
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side has the famous double cross, dating back to the 14th c., resting on 
three green hills. Since the end of the 16th c. the shield has also borne the 

crown of Stephen. 

The most recent change to the Hungarian constitution turned the country 
from a socialist people's republic into a republic based on a 
democracy The highest powers of the state reside in the National 
Assembly,^ single-chamber parliament with 386 elected represe ntativ e s. 
chosen to a four year term. In March/April 1990 the first ree parliamentary 
Sons took pla V ce. the method being a mi«ure of d,rec, mand m (fo 

particular candidates! and election from a party list. The head of istate, 
state president, is chosen by parliament for a six-year term and is mves e 
with powers which are similar to those of the German President The hr 
president of the new non communist Hungary, who took office .Jf 

1990 is Arpad Goncz. president of the writers' association and founder 
member of the ''Alliance of Free Democrats''. The Prime Minister B chosen 
by parliament, but on the suggestion of the state President, in accord ^ 
with the parliamentary cycle for a term of four years, and it s . 
chooses the members of the government Since May 23rd 1 MO the! cabi^ 
of Joszef Antall (Hungarian Democratic Forum) has been ' n 
with the constitutional changes, a new audit division and const tu 
court were introduced, the latter comprising fifteen constitutional judg 
who are chosen by parliament for a period of nine years. 

The political upheavals recently experienced in Hungary have meant the 
end of the one-party system. Of the political parties now active, most hav 
been newly formed and six of them succeeded in gaining parliamentary 
representation in the 1990 elections. The largest number of votes 
secured by the Hungarian Democratic Forum (President Joszef Antau^ 
which had emerged from the opposition movements of the 198US 
united a broad base of public support behind it. It was able to form 
coalition government with the Party of Small Farmers and the Cnrtsiun 
Democratic People's Party. At present the opposition parties include in 
Hungarian Socialist Part'y, which has inherited the mantle of the forme 
ruling Hungarian Socialist Workers' Party, the Alliance of Young Demo¬ 
crats, which owes its representation in parliament mainly to votes from the 
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Administrative divisions of Hungary 


Divisions/Headquarters 

Area 

Pop. 

Pop. 

density 


(km 2 ) 

(1000) 

(P/km 2 ) 

Budapest 

525 

2018 

3843 

Bacs-Kiskun/Kecskemet 

8362 

543 

65 

Baranya/Pecs 

4488 

418 

93 

Bekes/Bekescsaba 

5631 

409 

73 

Borsod-Abauj-Zemplen/Miskolc 

7247 

757 

104 

Csongrad/Szeged 

4263 

438 

103 

Fejer/Szekesfehervar 

4373 

422 

97 

Gyor-Moson-Sopron/Gyor 

4012 

424 

10 

Hajdu-Bihar/Debrecen 

6211 

549 

88 

Heves/Eger 

3637 

333 

92 

Jasz-Nagykun-Szolnok/Szolnok 

5607 

424 

76 

Komarom-Esztergom/Tatabanya 

2251 

314 

139 

Nograd/Salgotarjan 

2544 

226 

89 

Pest/Budapest 

6394 

951 

149 

Somogy/Kaposvar 

6037 

343 

57 

Szabolcs-Szatmar-Bereg/Nyiregyhaza 

5937 

569 

96 

Tolna/Szekszard 

3703 

253 

68 

Vas/Szombathely 

3336 

272 

83 

Veszprem/Veszprem 

4689 

382 

81 

Zala/Zalaegerszeg 

3784 

305 

81 

Total 

93,031 

10,354 

111 


student population, and the Alliance of Free Democrats, the second stron¬ 
gest party in Hungary, which grew out of the radical-intellectual citizen's 
rights movement. 

For purposes of administration the country is divided into 19 regions Administration 
(Hungarian megyek) and one capital district, Budapest. The large cities of 
Miskolc, Debrecen, Pecs, Gyor, Szeged and Nagykanizsa are on an equal 
footing with the regions. 

Since the 1970s there has existed in Hungary, alongside the "official", i.e. Mass media 
party-directed, and, albeit not in a strict sense, censored media a kind of 
"secondary" public domain in which people's opinions and beliefs have 
been shaped using (Illegal) self-produced books, tracts and periodicals 
("samisdat"). The political upheavals of 1989 also restored to Hungary the 
freedom of the press, although a liberalisation of the media had already 
made itself felt in the previous year. A large number of new publications 
were set up (in 1988 alone some 30 daily papers appeared), partly using 
resources provided by foreign investment, though of these many have not 
survived in the long term. The most important daily newspapers are (1992 
circulation levels In brackets): Nepszabadsag (about 1 million), Nepszava 
(about 500,000), Kurir (about 350,000), Esti Hirlap (about 200,000) and 
Magyar Nemzet (about 250,000). 


Education and Science 


After the Second World War an elementary school system with eight School system 
classes was introduced, which all Hungarian children had to pass through. 

Apart from a few private schools, which charge quite substantial fees, ail 
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education is provided free of charge. About 50% of Hungarian children 
after completing their eight years of elementary education, then follow "an 
apprenticeship which leads to a proficiency examination in their chosen 
skill. The other half of the school population either attends grammar school 
(about 23%} or a technical high school (about 27%). Both educational 
routes lead to a leaver's certificate and entitle the successful student to a 
place in higher education. 


The changes in the education system have also had an effect on teaching 
methods, with those promoting creativity and the abilities of the individual 
again coming to the fore. At the same time, and parallel with the state 
system, new types of school are being tried out, on a private basis, mainly 
by means of endowments. The Hungarian school system has had a long 
tradition of specialist educational institutions and initiatives, such as the 
method of musical instruction developed in the post-war years by the 
renowned composer Zoltan Kodaly (see Famous People), which found and 
continues to enjoy recognition and influence not only in Hungary itself, but 
all over the world. Its aims are not, as in the educational institutions of the 
former Soviet Union, the fostering of talents of highly gifted children from a 
very early age, but rather the raising of the general level of musical aware¬ 
ness and understanding. The foundation of this method of musical in¬ 
struction is the wealth of national folk songs. 


The ratio of further education students to the overall population is at 12% 
quite low compared with other European countries. There are about 
100,000 students at Hungary's 58 seats of higher education, of whom 
43,000 attend the country's 19 universities. The most important university 
towns are Budapest, Pecs, Debrecen and Szeged. Education at a centre of 
hiqher education normally lasts four years, while university courses last 
five Whereas between 1950 and 1970 the number of graduates m higher 
education rose substantially, in the 1980s the pressure on university places 
eased off considerably. It may be assumed that the cause of this is the 
relatively low levels of pay and loss of prestige suffered by the intellectual 
professions. 

The Hungarian Academy of Science (MTA) was founded in 1825 by Count 
Istvan Szechenyi. After the Second World War various academic msttutes 
based on Soviet models, were set up alongside the university institutes 
with the aim of conducting scientific research. The history of Hungarian 
Science can boast many inventions and important contributions to 
research developments, although many scientists have chosen, especi V 
during the immediate post-war years, to pursue their work out ^ de ^ he 
homeland, either elsewhere in Europe or in America. Among the most 
well-known Hungarian or Hungarian-born research scientists, merit on 
should be made of the engineer Kalman Kando (inventer of th e elect 
locomotive), the mathematician Janos (John von) Neumann (see Fam ° 
People) Tivadar Puskas (inventor of the telephone exchange), the surgeon 
Ignac Semmelweis (see Famous People), the electrical engineer Den 
Gabor (inventor of the holograph, see Famous People) the biochemis 
Albert Szent-Gyorgyi (Nobel Prize 1937 for the discovery of Vitamin C),tne 
atomic physicist Ede Teller (who took part in the production of American 
hydrogen bombs between 1949 and 1952} and the Nobel Prize winner of 
1963, the physicist Jeno Wigner. 


At the present time it is difficult to write with any degree of precision abou 
the Hungarian economy. Comments which may safely be made about e 
situation today are likely to be overtaken by tomorrow's events. The eco 
nomic life of the country is in a state of transition. The Hungarians have to 
find new ways of regulating possessions and ownership, of coming to 
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terms with previously unknown concepts {at least officially) such as unem¬ 
ployment, of building up new foreign t rading contacts. These tasks, and the 
many others which face them, are by no means straightforward, although 
the ideological fetters which acted as a strait-jacket on the economy did 
start to be relaxed as long ago as 1968 (the introduction of the so-called 
New Economic Direction} and in many cases have even been dismantled. 
Hungary was the first country in the former Eastern bloc where the applica¬ 
tion of western capital, joint ventures, etc. was permitted. The high national 
debt of the 1970s and 1980s created an economic boom in Eastern Europe, 
previously never experienced and to a large extent illusory, while at the 
same time making possible an increase in living standards. Today however 
the country is heavily burdened by the effects of this false boom, any 
positive results from all this economic activity having at present receded. 
Foreign capital, on which people were prepared to take risks, flowed into 
the country, in particular from Austria, Switzerland, certain EC countries 
(especially Germany and Italy), as well as the United States. 


Agriculture and forestry, fishing 

Over 70% of usable land in Hungary is given over to agriculture and 
forestry. More than a sixth of the working population was working on the 
land at the end of the 1980s. During the same period, however, Hungarian 
agriculture contributed just under 10% to the gross national product. Just 
before the lifting of the Iron Curtain 70% of available agricultural lands 
were worked by agricultural co-operatives, 15% were designated state 
properties, and only 14% were in the hands of private farmers. Since 
1989/1990 privatisation (in many cases re-privatisation) of agricultural land 
has been in progress. The value of these measures is debatable. Will it 
gradually lead to a fragmentation of land ownership? Will the more fertile 
lands fall to poorly equipped and technologically backward small farmers 
or will a proper farming economy emerge? Can the old collectives, which 
were partly set up by compulsion, make the transformation into modern 
"capitalistic" Danish-style co-operatives? 

The land in Hungary available for agricultural use (in many cases black Farming 
earth) is predominantly classified as good to very good and fertile. Poten¬ 
tially negative climatic influences (e.g. droughts) can be combated by the 
application of advanced agricultural technology (e.g. irrigation measures). 

Over half the agricultural land is given over to cereal production. In terms of 
the ratio between surface area devoted to wheat and maize production and 
population, Hungary is only surpassed by Denmark. Wheat, maize, barley 
and sunflowers are grown throughout the whole country, the main wheat¬ 
growing areas being the Tiszantul and the Mezofold. Rye and potatoes are 
chiefly cultivated in the north-east of the country. In certain climatically 
favoured places rice can be grown with the help of irrigation. 

Paprika which is also well-known and much coveted outside Hungary, Vegetable and 

mainly comes from the area of Kalocsa. The region around Szeged is fruitgrowing 

famous for its sweet paprika. Large amounts of onions and garlic are 

produced in the south-east of the country. After the Second World War the 

cultivation of fruit, which had previously really only been carried out on a 

domestic basis, was dramatically increased. Fruit farms were established 

on a large scale, chiefly in the north-east of the country around Nyirseg and 

in the area between the Danube and the Tisza. The main fruits grown 

include apples, pears, plums, apricots, cherries and peaches. Around Lake 

Balaton almonds and figs are also cultivated commercially. 

Viniculture 


The high level of sunshine makes vine-growing possible on a lar 9 ® scale 
and indeed the vine has been cultivated in Hungary since Roman bmes At 
present 200,000ha/770sq.miles of the total agricultural land areain 
gary is given over to viniculture. One of the largest areas is the series of 
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sandy ridges between the Danube and the Tisza. Good quality vines are 
cultivated on the slopes of the hilly areas and from the Sopron/Neusiedler 
See area. The most famous historic wine-producing areas are around 
Tokaj, Sopron, Eger, Pecs and by Lake Balaton and the Balaton Uplands. In 
Hungary between 4 and 6 million hectolitres of wine are pressed every 
year. 


L 



Cattle rearing Cattle rearing has traditionally always been important and initially beef 

cattle predominated. Cross-breeding of Hungarian white cattle with Sim- 
mental cattle produced a bright red-coloured breed which produced good 
beef and milk yields. A parallel development occurred in the case of pig- 
breeding: afterthe Second World War, in response to the tastes of the time, 
breeding was switched from the traditional Hungarian fatting pig to West- 
ern Europeans strains of meat-producing pigs. Sheep rearing {in particular 
xfoerino and ratzka sheep) is practised on barren sandy and sodaic soils, 
^specially on theHortobagy puszta, inTransdanubiaand in the sandy areas 
N ' -‘betVyeen the Danube and the Tisza. Poultry farming is now of considerable 
y rrgpftrtance, yielding as it does profits no less great than the larger-scale 
a$iy|ty of cattle rearing. It is now estimated that there are more than 30 
j million hens in Hungary, as well as several million geese, ducks and 
; tuTkeys. The role that beekeeping plays in Hungarian agriculture should not 
' b$ underestimated; nor should it cause any surprise, given the vast 
expanse of acacia groves. Besides honey, it provides raw materials for the 
, ^tiaBral healing industry {e.g. propolis). 

"Morse rearing has become much reduced in scale since the Second World 
O' because of a lack of demand and the large stud farms have resorted to 

breeding the kind of thoroughbreds much prized in the West and Arab 
countries {e.g. Lipizzaners). 

The timber industry plays a fairly subordinate role in the Hungarian econo¬ 
my. A maximum of 4 million cubic metres/140,000,OOOcu.ft of oak, beech, 
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Vines are an important crop ... ... as is maize 

acacia and poplar wood are felled each year. Since the Second World War a 
vast programme of afforestation has been pursued. An interesting devel¬ 
opment in the forestry industry has been the recent growth in shooting as a 
tourist activity. The possibilities of this market had already been put to the 
test in communist times when visiting dignitaries were given shotguns and 
game was frightened into their paths. Today rich trophy hunters from all 
over the world are attracted here. 

Fishing has also been an important activity over many years. A large Fisheries 
proportion of the fish (especially carp) come from ponds. In the rivers and 
lakes (especially Lake Balaton) people fish for catfish, pike and pike-perch, 
whiie in the small streams, for instance in the Biikk Mountains, trout are 
farmed. 


Industry ; ' ; 

The first area in Hungary to become industrialised was around the lignite . Historical 
coalfields in the Transdanubian and North Hungarian Mountains, where development t 
small deposits of iron were also to be found. The first iron works was ■; 

started at the end of the 18th c. by Hendrik Fazola, an Italian by birth who , 
migrated to Hungary from Wurzburg in Germany. His estate near Lillafured 
in the Bukk Mountains is now preserved as an interesting industrial monu¬ 
ment. The closeness of Austrian markets played a key role in the early 
industrialisation of the Little Plain (particularly the textile industry). Buda 
and Pest had already become influential trading centres on the River 
Danube in the previous century and later grew to be important industrial 
towns. Because of the excellent availability of raw materials, both branches 
of the food industry - staple goods and semi-luxury items - were able to 
Play a leading part in Hungarian industrialisation from a very early stage. 

Capital was provided by big landowners and the organs of high finance, 
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which had become established during the imperial and royal period. After 
the Second World War socialist and communist governments attempted to 
counter this traditional dependence of Hungarian industry by a one-sided 
policy of seeking to force heavy industry into a strong position, thereby 
disregarding the economic realities of the country. 

Hungary is relatively poor in mineral resources and energy supplies 
Nevertheless, there are reasonably large reserves of hard coal in Mecsek 
which have begun to be exploited; oil occurs naturally at several points in 
the southern part of the Great Plain and significant fields of natural g as 
exist in the Tiszantul area. However it is no surprise that Hungary has to 
import large quanties of petroleum and is also heavily committed to cre¬ 
ating more energy production capacity {hydro-electric power stations on 
the Danube and Tisza, thermoelectric power stations based on coal and 
lignite). Along the main mountain axis of Hungary, which runs from south¬ 
west to north-east, there are deposits of lignite and brown coal as well as 
extensive hard coal stocks, although the former are not especially profit¬ 
able. The most important mineral product is bauxite, which is mined in 
large quantities in the Bakony and Vertes area. These rich reserves are The 
basis of the flourishing aluminium industry, which was even able to be 
developed during the communist period, thanks to COMECON and Russo- 
Hungarian co-operation in the energy sector. The comparatively rich man¬ 
ganese ore deposits in the Bakony area are assuming greater and greater 
importance, the manganese being in great demand by industrial enter¬ 
prises in the European Community. 

As has already been stated, the Biikk Mountains with their iron ore reserves 
are the focal point of the Hungarian iron and steel industry. With the 
opening up of certain coal deposits there is a possibility of further devel¬ 
opment of this branch of Hungarian industry. Even before the Second 
World War Budapest was able to develop into an important centre for the 
steel industry. With the help of the most modern technology of the time 
(including Siemens-Martin procedures), steel was successfully produced 
from scrap iron. After the Second World War the development of heavy 
industry was given a high priority. The iron and steel combines on the 
Csepel island to the south of Budapest, in Miskolc and in Odz were provided 
with cheap raw materials from the Soviet Union, as was the steel works of 
Dunaujvaros, which was built on the banks of the Danube in the 1950s. The 
iron foundry at Gyor also received its raw materials from Russia. 

Aluminium production using the rich bauxite reserves in the Bakony got 
underway during the mid 1930s. The mineral was much sought after for the 
manufacture of aeroplanes and many other uses and there was a ready 
export market, particularly in Germany. After the Second World War the 
industry was developed much more extensively. Soviet mineral trans¬ 
porters used to return to the Soviet Union with Hungarian aluminium oxide 
which they took to the great aluminium foundries which used the hydro¬ 
electric potential of the River Volga. The raw aluminium produced on the 
Volga was then taken back to the great rolling-mills of Budapest and 
Szekesfehervar for further processing. 

Hungarian mechanical engineering has a long tradition which began ini¬ 
tially with the need to equip and fit out the early factories and railways 
(including rolling-stock). The interwar years also saw the establishment of 
plants for machine and electrical appliance manufacture and the early 
telecommunications industry. Until a few years ago over three quarters of 
thejobs in mechanical engineering were concentrated in the Budapest and 
Gy6r districts. 

The chemical works situated around Budapest and Debrecen are amongst 
the world's most important suppliers of pharmaceutical products such as 
antibiotics, penicillin and morphine. The production of nitrogen fertilisers 
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from coal also has a well-established tradition in Hungary. In addition the 
manufacture of artificial fibres and rubber (centred around Budapest, Gyor 
and Szeged) has also seen a substantial increase in volume. Products using 
refined petroleum and natural gas are also fabricated at various places 
along the Danube (in particular on the island of Csepel in the Danube at 
Budapest), near the Romanian border and in Transdanubia. Important 
centres of the paper and cellulose industry are Budapest, Balatonfufzo, 

Szolnok and Dunaujvaros. 

There are many places throughout the country where building materials Building 
(e.g. cement, finished parts, concrete and bricks), glass, porcelain and materials, 
ceramics are produced. World-famous examples of the latter do not only glass, ceramics 
come from Herend, known as the "Hungarian Meissen", but also from Pecs 
and Budapest. 


The Hungarian textiles industry has traditionally always been very strong. Textiles, 

based as it is on the rich and varied range of raw materials supplied by leather goods 

Hungarian agriculture. Local linen, viscose, wool, leather and pigs leather 

are manufactured all over the country in both large and small-scale centres 

of production. Even the silk industry has gained a foothold in Hungary, 

silkworms being successfully bred in southern Transdanubia. Imported 

Egyptian cotton and Australian wool are combed and spun in Hungary and 

Chinese and Indian silks are also processed in large quantities. During the 

last twenty years foreign firms with prestigious names have commissioned 

the production of high-quality textiles and accessories in Hungary. 


Even in the last century the milling industry was important in Hungary and Food 
today it continues to be one of the world's major centres. There are fac- production 
tories processing locally grown sugar-beet scattered across the whole 
country. The same is true of the fruit and vegetable canning industry, which 
can also rely on home-grown produce. The Hungarian processed meat 



Porcelain production in Herend 
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industry (e.g. salami, szegediner), with its major factories in Budapest 
Debrecen and Pecs, is also world-famous. Besides basic foodstuffs, there is 
an increased range of semi-luxury goods (wine, beer, spirits and tobacco) 
being produced for the export market. Imported goods also come from the 
Balkan states and the Middle East for processing. 

The availability of cheap raw materials, such as iron ore, from the Soviet 
Union meant that up to a few years ago industrial production in Hungary 
was often very wasteful in terms of energy. In addition, for many years it 
had been possible to find ready markets in the Eastern bloc for industrial 
products, without the need to make any technological innovations. As a 
result the quality of many Hungarian goods (e.g. railway rolling-stock, 
buses) was significantly below the standard which obtained elsewhere in 
the world. Today it is precisely those areas of industrial production which in 
the past had bothered little about technological improvements (e.g. iron 
and steel works in the north-east) which are nowthe most severely affected 
by crises and unemployment. Even the long-established IKARUS com¬ 
pany, which makes buses, vehicle parts, etc., is experiencing hard times 
since the loss of its previously secure markets in the Soviet Union and East 
Germany. 

On the other hand the firms which have fared best are those which have 
always had to take account of the realities of world markets, such as the 
pharmaceutical industry based around Budapest and the meat-processing 
industry in Debrecen. The potential which exists, however, in industries 
such as machine and vehicle building, with their well-trained skilled work¬ 
force, should soon make it possible for an automobile industry to become 
established once again in Hungary. The American firm of General Motors 
has begun production of the "Opel'' range at Szentgotthard on the 
Austrian-Hungarian border and the Japanese firm of Suzuki has estab¬ 
lished an assembly plant at Esztergom. A very positive benefit of all this is 
that the capital city Budapest appears to have lost its earlier domination of 
the industrial sector. In the 1960s over half of the jobs available in industry 
were concentrated in Budapest, whereas today the figure is only 20%. 


After the decades under socialism, when industrial production occupied 
very much a foreground place, it is now realised that there is a big need to 
make up lost ground in the area of service industries, especially in provid¬ 
ing a suitable infrastructure. A major effort is now being made to modern¬ 
ise and extend the telecommunications systems and a similar drive is in 
progress to establish a modern transport system. 

Of the 4.7 million Hungarians who were in employment in 1992, almost half 
worked in the tertiary sector (in 1970 it was only a quarter). In 1992 the 
service sector contributed more than 40% of the gross national product, 
whereas three years before that the figure stood at 37%. It is therefore to be 
expected that in the foreseeable future the figure will be comparable to the 
percentages for neighbouring Austria or Germany. 

Recent surveys show that at present 560,000 Hungarians are employed in 
commerce in some form or another. Almost half a million Hungarians are 
involved in transport and postal services and telecommunications. The 
other half of the service sector is employed in a large range of activities 
such as tourism, banking and insurance and certain advisory services, for 
instance the law, taxes, engineering consultancy. There have been 
dynamic developments in commerce (e.g. the establishment of a large 
number of firms and agencies from former "enemy" countries) and finance 
(increase in banking and insurance activities). The continuing trend 
towards privatisation means that many small businesses and family con¬ 
cerns are starting up, often on a relatively informal basis. Joint-stock 
companies and limited liability companies, based on German and Austrian 
models, enjoy great popularity. 
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Within the service sector this so-called "white industry" occupies a key Tourism 
role. In 1992 alone, well over 30 million foreigners travelled to Hungary, of 
whom more than three quarters spent longer than a single day in the 
country. In the same year the Hungarians themselves made more than 14 
million visits abroad, with over 7 million people crossing the Austrian- 
Hungarian border. At the same time four fifths of Hungarian accommoda¬ 
tion capacity is in private ownership. 

The area which comprises present-day Hungary does not have a very Tourist 
long-established touristic tradition. Before the First World War foreign development 
visitors were of virtually no importance, and even between the wars their 
impact was very small. In the late 1930s Budapest became quite an impor¬ 
tant destination for visiting Czechs, Austrians and Germans. In addition the 
various spas scattered throughout the whole country attracted a small 
number of foreign tourists. Lake Balaton, on the other hand, was visited 
almost exclusively by Hungarians. After the communist takeover in 1947 
the flow of western tourists into Hungary - as with all the countries of the 
Eastern bloc-cameto an almost complete standstill. Tourist facilities were 
at first geared only to local workers, but from the early 1970s onwards 
Hungary opened its doors in a much more comprehensive way to tourists 
from the "socialist brotherlands". By the end of the 1970s, and even before 
that, Hungary also decided to attract western hard currency into the coun¬ 
try. The contacts between Hungary and Austria were particularly welcome, 
with the compulsory visa and currency exchange requirements being lifted 
quite early on. Wide-ranging improvements in tourist facilities, in particu¬ 
lar the rapid increase in tourist accommodation and the licensing of small 
single-owner shops and restaurants in private hands, made Hungary very 
attractive to western visitors. In the 1980s there was an enormous increase 
in the number of visitors from Austria, Germany, Italy and the Netherlands. 

The pricing structure devefoped its own dynamic, so that fewer and fewer 
tourists from other Eastern bloc countries were able to afford a holiday in 
Hungary. Nevertheless tourism continued to occupy a position of key 
economic importance, thereby attracting more and more interest from the 
authorities. By 1989 Lake Balaton had become a highly popular and easily 
accessible meeting-place for families and friends from West and East 
Germany. Since the dismantling of the Berlin Wall and the fall of the Iron 
Curtain the growth of tourism in Hungary has considerably slowed down. 

Receipts from foreign tourists at present amountto about 5% of the income 
derived from exported goods. Quality tourism, a rich source of revenue, is 
today centred, as it was up to a few decades ago, on Budapest, so often 
called the "Paris of the East”, a city which is held in high regard by visitors 
connected with the worlds of culture and business. Alongside it, Lake 
Balaton has been able to hold on to its position as a favoured centre for 
summer beach-style holidays, and the great spas are also enjoying in¬ 
creased popularity, which may well be attributable not leastto the excellent 
value of the services which they offer. Large tracts of the country, in 
particular the Great Plain, have hitherto had only a negligible share of the 
touristtrade, so that it can truthfully be said that tourism contributes only in 
very small measure to evening out the economic imbalance between the 
individual regions. Only the once relatively impoverished border area in 
the west of the country is experiencing an economic upturn because of 
excursion traffic from neighbouring Austria. 


Transport 


The Hungarian transport infrastructure (motorways and roads, railways, 
international airport, waterways) is to a large degree based around the 
capital, Budapest. 

Hungary has a well developed road network, the total length of which is Roads 
roughly 30,G00km/18,500 miles. About 90% of roads are asphalted, and 
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some 80% are served by public buses. Atthe present time there ism excess 
Df 300 kilometres/185 miles of motorways. One problem is that all the ma 

roads radiate outwards from Budapest, with the result that the capital^ y 

heavily congested with through-traffic. To the south of Budapest the 
3 nly two bridges across the Danube (at Dunafoldvar and Baja), which 
nakes east-west communications within the country extremely dm 

Ferihegy Airport at Budapest is the busiest in eastern central Europe. Its 
existing capacities enable clearance of 4 million passengersi per y __ 
:arried out and 20,000 metric tons/19,700 tons of airfreight to be trans 
ferred. Extension plans for the airport are waiting to be implemented, 
lational airline MALEV is significantly increasing its participation in in 
ternational air transport. For some time now there have once a 9 a,n ° eer 
domestic flights (especially for business travellers) to all the import 
commercial and administative centres of Hungary. 


The Hungarian railway network, which was laid down during the la 
century, was also completely centred around Budapest. To the south ot tn 
capital city there is only one railway bridge across the Danube (at °?j a h 
which also has to be used by slow stopping trains. The first stretch 
railway line in Hungary was opened in 1846 between Pest and Vac. 
present-day network covers 8025km/4988 miles of track, of which som 

30% is electrified. As well as the Hungarian State Railway (MAV) there is the 

Austro-Hungarian private railway GySEV (in Austria ROEEb which M 
operated in the west of Hungary for the last 100 years. This 115km/71 mil 
stretch of railway was even in service during the Cold War. 

With the growth in tourism the charms of the old narrow-gauge railways in 
the Matra and Bukk mountains are being rediscovered. 


Hungary has 1622km/1008 miles of navigable waterways which can be 
used by ships with a capacity up to 1100 tonnes. The main shipping route is 
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the River Danube, which can be rightly considered the backbone of the 
eastern countries of Central Europe. The principal transshipment port is 
Budapest with its large free harbour area on the island of Csepel. The 
Hungarian capital is the most important stopping-place for all river cruisers 
on the Danube. There are also hydrofoil services from Budapest to Bratis¬ 
lava and Vienna. Many tourists avail themselves of the excursion boats 
which followthe Danube Bend from Budapest. There are also small steam¬ 
ers which operate on Lake Balaton. 
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From pre historic times to the Magyar conquest 


500,000 b.c. 

One of the oldest human finds in Europe is found in Hungary: traces of 
hunters who settled in Vertesszolos near Tata, near hot springs, about 

500,000 years ago. 

150,000- 
50,000 B.C. 

Stone Age finds in the Bukk and Mecsek Mountains suggest the presence of 
hunters and gatherers who lived chiefly from reindeer hunting. 

5th millennium 

B.C. 

People migrating into the Carpathian Basin from the Balkans bring skills in 
agriculture (wheat, barley, wine) and cattle rearing (goats, sheep, later also 
cows and pigs). These immigrants settle mainly in the south-east of the 

Great Plain. 

3000-2000 b.c. 

During the Copper and early Bronze Ages Indo-European tribes conquer 
the area around present-day Budapest. The tribal leaders live with their 
families in earthworks, on the site of which many later stone buildings are 
to be built. The main feature of this early civilisation is the continued 
development in agricultural skills and the working of bronze to produce 
tools, weapons and jewellery. 

c. 1 000 b.c. 

Members of the "urnfield" civilisation, so called because they burn their 
dead and bury the ashes, are living in western Hungary. 

800-400 b.c. 

Arrival of Scythians and Celts. 

c. 10 B.C,— 

2 nd c. a.d. 

Transdanubia is subjugated by the Romans and incorporated into the 

Roman Empire as the province of Pannonia. Initially the capital ot t 
province is Savaria (Szombathely). After the division of the province into 

Upper and Lower Pannonia Carnuntum becomes the capital ot Uppe 

Pannonia and Aquincum (6buda) the administrative centre of Lower Pan¬ 
nonia. From a.d. 105 the Great Plain forms part of the province of Dacia. 

2nd-5th c. 

In the course of migrations Vandals, Gepids and western Goths invade the 
Hungarian region. 

454-568 

The Romans withdraw from Pannonia. The Huns, advancing from Asia, are 
the first people to unite under their rule the three great areas of Hungary: 
Transdanubia, the Great Plain and Transylvania. 

568-c. 800 

Invasion by the Turkish Avars, who rule the Carpathian Basin for more than 
two centuries. About the year 670, Bulgaro-Turkish tribes arrive, con¬ 
sidered by many researchers to be the first Magyars. Between 791 ana 

803 the Avar empire is destroyed by Charlemagne, the majority of the Avar 
population abandoning their settlements and fleeing eastwards, 

9th C. 

The Carpathian Basin is inhabited by a large number of different tribes. 

Since Charlemagne's occupation Pannonia has been a border province ot 
the Frankish empire, the Little Plain belongs to the kingdom of Greater 

Moravia and the Great Plain and Transylvania are in thrall to the Bulgars. 

894-900 

Conquest 

Hungarian tribes, whose language belongs to the Finno-Ugrian family 
(their oldest known homeland is the area of Western Siberia between the 

Volga and the Urals), invade the Carpathian Basin in several thrusts and 
bring it under their rule. National tradition has made Prince Arpad, the 
founder of the first royal dynasty, the single architect of this conquest, but 
he probably shared the role of the "gyula", highest military leader, with 

44 

Scanned by CamScanner 


History 


two other heroes ("Kende" and "Harka"). These tribes, called by their 
neighbours "Hungarians" (derived from "on ogur" = 10 arrows), styled 
themselves "Magyars", which more or less means "talkers" (as opposed 
to the "mutes", members of other tribes whose speech was unintelligible). 


The Kingdom of Hungary until the defeat at Mohacs 

Feared because of their swift horsemanship and superior military tactics, 10th c. 
the Hungarians advance westwards and southwards in numerous raids, 
penetrating far into the realms of their neighbours. Only their crushing 
defeat at the hands of Otto I at Lechfeld near Augsburg in 955 restrains 
them from further incursions. The increasing influence of Christianity and 
the political restraints on the power of tribal princes imposed under Grand 
Prince Geza smooth the way for a Christian monarchy based on those of 
West European countries. 

Hungary ruled by the Arpad dynasty. 972/1000-1301 

Stephan I (Saint Stephen), the son of Grand Prince Geza, brought up as a 1000-38 
Christian, is the first to be crowned king of the Hungarian realms in 1000. 

The main residence of the ruler is Szekesfehervar. The tightly controlled 
administration of the kingdom is safeguarded by the establishment of 40 
Komitaten (districts). With the foundation of new bishoprics and monaste¬ 
ries (Pannonhalma), the organisation of the church and the Christianisation 
of the people make great strides. After Stephan's death (his only son and 
appointed successor. Prince Imre, predeceases him in 1031 (the integrity of 
the newly-formed state is endangered by almost 40 years of disputes over 
the succession to the throne. 


Dalmatia and Croatia become part of the Hungarian kingdom. 1105 
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1222 

The Golden Bull of King Andreas II safeguards the privileges of the feudal 
lords, including the right to armed resistance against the king. 

1241 

At the Battle of Muhi in 1241 the Hungarians suffer a decisive defeat at the 
hands of the invading Mongols. More than half the unfortified settlements 
in the Great Plain are laid waste by the Mongols, thousands of people are 
murdered, abducted or killed off by hunger and epidemics. 

1308-1445 

Hungary under the Angevins and Luxembourgeois. 

In 1325 Karl 1 (Robert of Anjou} introduces the minting of the first Hungarian 
coins (forints). The royal residence moves to Visegrad and Temesvar (Timi¬ 
soara). Royal power is strengthened by reforms and new sources of in¬ 
come (trade duties, taxes, monopoly of precious metals). The trading 
agreement reached in 1335 with the kings of Bohemia and Poland in 
Visegrad regulates trade between east and west. Karl 1 leaves his son and 
successor Ludwig 1 (Nagy Lajos) a well-established state with a flourishing 
economy. Ludwig f reconquers the provinces of Croatia and Dalmatia 
which were lost under his predecessors; the latter finally falls to Venice in 
1420. Ludwig promotes culture and founds the first Hungarian university in 
Pecs. King Sigismund from the House of Luxembourg (married to Ludwig s 
daughter) is in 1433 crowned Emperor of the Holy Roman Empire of the 
German nation. 

1445-90 

The head of state Janos Hunyadi (father of the later King Matthias) defeats 
the Turkish army at Belgrade in 1456, thereby warding off further invasion 
by the Turks for many years. 

1458-90 

King Matthias 1 

Kinq Matthias (Matyas), chosen by the regional nobles and the barons, 
once again centralises the power of the state. A new tax system makes it 
possible to build up the crown's administrative machinery and ™ a ' ntair \ a 
mercenary army subject to the king (known as the "Black Army ). His rule, 
however, is also marked by foreign policy successes, notably expansions 
to the north and west (in 1485 Vienna is captured). Most of all, howev , 
King Matthias 1 takes his place in the history of Hungary as an unpreceden¬ 
ted patron of science and the arts (during his reign the r0 Y a| P a ' a ^.f 
Visegrad is altered and extended). His reign sees the ideas of the Renais 
sance arrive in Hungary, with influentiaf scholars preparing the ground to 
the dissemination of humanism (founding of the Bibliotheca Corvimana). 

1490-1526 

Matthias 1 dies without leaving an heir to the throne. The regency of the 
weak Bohemian kings, Wladislaw and Ludwig, of the Jagiellonan line, 
exploited by the Hungarian barons to curtail the power of the crown ana 
extend their sphere of influence once again (from 1507 the king is kept 
check by a royal council). 

1514 

The Franciscans call for a crusade against the Turks and arm the P easan * s ' 
who thereupon revolt against the large landowners. The rebellion, led Dy 
the officer Gyorgy Dozsa, is brutally put down and the peasants su 
ordination "to the eternal chains of the soil" remains a reality for many 
years to come. 

August 29th 1526 
Battle of MohScs 

The Hungarian army, under King Ludwig 11, suffers a crushing defeat at 
Mohacs, about 40km/25 miles south-east of Pecs, at the hands of superior 
Turkish forces. The king drowns in the Csele brook not far from the battle¬ 
field, while fleeing from the enemy, Mohacs marks the beginning of the 
Turkish occupation and the division of Hungary, which disappears from the 
map of Europe as a separate entity for the next four centuries. 


From the beginning of Turkish rule to the reunification of Hungary 
within the Habsburg Empire. 

1526 Thestruggleforthe succession to the throne of Ludwig IJ iswaged between 

the Austrian Archduke Ferdinand, the brother of Emperor Karl V and King 
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of Bohemia, and Johann Szapolyai, the claimant supported by the Hungar¬ 
ian nobility. After Szapolyai's death in 1540, the Sultan, on being asked to 
intercede, enters the fray and in 1541 seizes Buda. 

The country is then torn into three parts: the nucleus of the old Hungarian 1541 
kingdom between Pecs and Szeged in the south and Esztergom in the north 
is occupied by the Turks. The areas to the east of the River Tisza become the 
principality of Transylvania, an independent region but recognising the 
ultimate authority of the sultan. The resulting kingdom of Hungary, which 
is under a Habsburg regency, now consists of just a narrow strip of land in 
the north and west of the country, as well as Croatia. 

Re-establishment of an eastern kingdom under Johann Sigismund, son of 1556 
Johann Szapolyai. 


The struggle between the Habsburgs and the Szapolyai to determine the 1570 
border along the River Tisza is finally ended by the peace treaty arranged 
by the powerful Hungarian magnate Istvan Bathori, in which Johann Sigis¬ 
mund renounces the Hungarian crown and as Prince of Transylvania 
retains the area east of the Tisza, 

Pozsony {Bratislava; today in Slovakia) becomes capital of the Hungarian 
kingdom. 


Calvinism takes root in Hungary, particularly in the eastern areas of the 16th c. 
country where many people switch to the new faith and Debrecen becomes 
a Calvinist stronghold. 


In 1604 the disputes between the Habsburg realms and Transylvania, 17th c. 
which is fast becoming a centre of protestantism and nationalism, erupt 
into a full-scale anti-Habsburg rebellion, led by the Transylvanian magnate 
Istvan Bocskai. Aided by the Haiducs he brings the Habsburg territories of 
Upper Hungary under his control and in 1606 extracts the concession of 
religious freedom and self-government for the region. Under Gabor Be- 
thlen, Prince of Transylvania, the fight for independence is continued 
(1619-29). Transylvania, until 1660 a sovereign state, experiences a unique 
period of cultural and economic prosperity. 


The kingdom of Hungary remains subject to continual attacks by the Turks. 2nd half of the 
The Habsburgs avoid any direct confrontation with the Turks and use the l?th c. 
Hungarian realms as a buffer for their borders. One of the first people to see 
through this strategy is the military leader and poet Miklos Zrinyi, who 
rouses the Hungarian nobles to independent action. As a result of the 
ignominious Peace of Vasvar of 1664, by which the Habsburgs make major 
concessions despite their victory over the Turks, there is a conspiracy 
between the Catholic high nobility of Transdanubia and Upper Hungary 
against the Viennese court (the Wesselenyi Revolt). Lacking popular sup¬ 
port, the revolt is suppressed and is followed by brutal repression and 
recatholicisation by the Habsburgs. Thousands of Hungarians flee to the 
Transylvanian border. 


The Hungarians who have fled from the Habsburgs, known as the Kuruz- 1678-85 
zen, rise up against their imperial rulers under the leadership of Imre Count 
Thokoly, who relies on the support of the Ottoman Empire. 

With the help of the Holy Alliance against the Turks (Habsburg, Poland, 1686-87 
Venice) the Habsburgs succeed in liberating Buda and in 1688 seize Bel¬ 
grade. The Turks are in retreat. Transylvania recognises Habsburg rule, the 
Pozsony (Bratislava) parliament and the right of succession of the male line 
of the House of Habsburg. 

Peace treaty of Karloca (Karlowitz); Hungary is freed from 150 years of 1699 
Turkish domination. 
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The Turkish Battle, a favourite subject in 17 th and 18 th c. painting 


Hungary under the Habsburgs 

1703-11 The final revolt against Habsburg rule is led by the Catholic-raised descend¬ 

ant of the Princes of Transylvania, Ferenc Rakoczi II and begins as a peas¬ 
ants' uprising which soon turns into a national independence movement. 
The lack of support from the European great powers, the economic weak¬ 
ness of a country still ravaged by years of war, and the superiority of the 
imperial troops all combine to ensure that the struggle for freedom 
collapses. 

At the Peace of Szatmar the Hungarians are granted religious freedom and 
the constitution of estates is abolished. 

Mid-I8th c. The depopulated areas of Hungary in the south are settled by Serbs and 

Croats, in the east by Romanians, in the north by Slovaks and in Trans- 
danubia by (Catholic) Germans. They turn the puszta into fertile arable land 
and make Hungary the "granary" of Austria (tobacco, maize, cereals, cattle 
rearing). The population, which has shrunk to 3.5 million during the 17th c., 
has risen by the end of the 18th c. to more than 9 million, with the Hun¬ 
garians forming a minority of only 40%. 

1740-80 Maria Theresia encourages the integration of Hungary into the Habsburg 

monarchy. Jesuits propagate the Counter-Reformation in Hungary. 

1780-90 Emperor Joseph II, brought up with the philosophy of enlightened absolu¬ 

tism, rules Hungary according to the motto "Everything for the people, 
nothing by the people". He abolishes peasants' serfdom, limits the power 
of the clergy (dissolution of the monasteries, withdrawal of censorship) 
and of the nobility (abolition of patrimonial jurisdiction, centralisation of 
the administration, etc.). In the Tolerance Edict of 1781 he restores freedom 
of worship for Protestants and those of the Greek Orthodox Church. Hi 5 
imposition of German as the official language makes him unpopular with 
the Hungarian people and causes the first seeds of nationalism to be sown. 
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The Hungarian Rulers 


Arpads 


Albrecht 1 of Habsburg 

1437-39 



King of Hungary and Bohemia, 

Geza (Grand Prince) 

972-997 

Holy Roman Emperor 


Stephan 1 (Istvan) 1001/1001-38 

Vladislav 1 Jagiello 

1440-44 

Petrus 1038-41 and 1044-^6 

King of Hungary and Poland 


Aba Samuel 

1041-44 

Janos Hunyadi 

1445-52 

Andreas 1 (Endre) 

1046-60 

administrator of the kingdom 


Bela 1 

1060-63 

Wojwode of Siebenburgen 


Salomo 

1063-74 

Ladislaus V of Habsburg (Lasio) 1453-57 

Geza 1 

1074-77 

King of Hungary and Bohemia 


Ladislaus 1 (Laszio) 

1077-95 

Matthias 1 

1458-90 

Koloman (Kalman) 

1095-1116 

(Matyas Hunyadi, 


Stephan II 

1116-31 

Matthias Corvinus) 


Bela II 

1131-41 

Vladislav II, of Jagiello 

1490-1516 

Geza II 

1141-62 

King of Hungary and Bohemia 


Stephan 111 

1162-72 

Ludwig II, (Lajos) of Jagiello 

1516-26 

Bela III 

1172-96 

King of Hungary and Bohemia 


Emerich 

1196-1204 



Ladislaus III 

1204-05 



Andreas II 

1205-35 

Kings in Habsburg Hungary 


Bela IV 

1235-70 

after the tripartite division 


Stephan V 

1270-72 

(In personal union with the Holy Roman 

Ladislaus IV 

1272-90 

Emperor or the Austrian Emperor) 

Abdreas III 

1290-1301 





Ferdinand 1 

1526-64 

House of Anjou 


(Johann 1, anti-king) 

1526-40 



Rudolph II 

1576-1608 

Karl 1 (Karl Robert of Anjou) 

1308-42 

Matthias 11 

1608-18 

Ludwig 1 the Great (Nagy Lajos) 1342-82 

Ferdinand II 

1618-37 

Elisabeth (wife of Ludwig) 

1382-87 

Ferdinand III 

1637-57 



Leopold 1 

1657-1705 

Luxemburgers, Habsburgs, Jagiellos 

Karl III 

1711-40 

and others 


Maria Theresia 

1741-80 



Joseph II 

1780-90 

Sigismund (Zsigmond) 

1387-1437 

Leopold II 

1790-92 

of Luxemburg, German king 


Franz II 

1792-1835 

and Holy Roman Emperor, 


Ferdinand V 

1835-48 

King of Bohemia 


Franz Joseph 1 

1848-1916 


Joseph M's brother and successor, King Leopold M, is able to appease the 1790-92 
Hungarian nobility by recognising Hungary as a sovereign kingdom, 
Re-introduction of the old regional constitution. 

Under the conservative King Franz II (1792-1835), from 1804 Emperor of 1792-1825 
Austria, the progressive trends in Hungarian life are all reversed and Hun¬ 
gary is once again ruled with absolutist power. The leaders of the Hungar¬ 
ian Jacobins are executed on the "bloody meadow" at Buda. The 
Habsburgs are forced to recognise, however, that the government of Hun¬ 
gary can no longer be conducted without the regional deputies, to which 
end the parliament is convoked once more for the first time after a gap of 
thirteen years. 

The decisions of the parliament of 1825 mark the beginning of a period of 1825-48 
reform for Hungary. A steamer service starts between Pest and Vienna; the 
first railway line is built between Pest and Vac and the first fixed bridge 
constructed across the Danube between Pest and Buda (the Chain Bridge); 
the country's first steam mill is built and the flow of the River Tisza is 
regulated. The outstanding politicians of the reform period are Istvan 
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The Chain Bridge , the first fixed bridge across the Danube 


Count Szechenyi, who is largely instrumental in securing economic 
reforms, and the jurist and parliamentarian Lajos Kossuth, who fights for 
wide-ranging social changes, such as the abolition of tax exemptions 
enjoyed by the nobility, decision-making rights guaranteed to citizens and 
peasants, civil freedoms, the rightto vote given to commoners, etc. In 1847 
the liberal opposition joins together to form one party underthe leadership 
of Kossuth, Ferenc Deak and Lajos Count Batthyany. From 1844 Hungarian 
is the official language. 

1848/49 Outbreak of revolution in March 1848. Bloodless revolution on the 15th of 

the month in Pest; the March Youth led by the poet Sandor Petofi put 
forward their demands in twelve points. Vienna accepts Lajos Batthyany as 
the first Prime Minister of Hungary. Draft laws for the remodelling of the 
country along democratic lines are passed. In the autumn of 1848 the 
Habsburgs begin to suppress the revolution. The parliament flees to Debre¬ 
cen and Lajos Kossuth there proclaims the removal of the Habsburgs; he 
himself is chosen to be imperial administrator. With the help of the Rus¬ 
sians, Austria is able to defeat the revolutionary troops decisively. Kossuth 
is forced into exile, while Szechenyi dies in 1860 in a psychiatric hospital. 
The overthrow of the revolution is followed by the most bloody and brutal 
oppression (execution of thirteen Hungarian generals in Arad in Romania 
and of Lajos Count Batthyany in Pest). 

1867 In the wake of the frustrated revolution Hungary reverts to the status of an 

Austrian province. The anti-Austrian feelings prevalent in Hungary come to 
the surface in the form of passive resistance. The failure of Emperor Franz 
Josephs's brand of neo-absolutism leads to the settlement of 1867, drawn 
up by Ferenc Deak, which turns the Austrian Empire into an Austro- 
Hungarian monarchy. The coronation of Franz Joseph takes place in Buda. 
The prime minister of Hungary is Count Gyula Andrassy. 

The country is conceded its own parliament, as well as its own government 
and armed forces. The politics of magyarisation neglect the many other 


Scanned by CamScanner 










nationalities, which, when taken together, amount to a majority of the 
population, outnumbering the Magyars. 

Buda, Pest and Obuda are brought together to form Budapest. 

Hungarian nationalism and the Magyars' search for identity finds expres¬ 
sion in the many festivities marking the thousandth anniversary of the 
national conquest (millennium celebrations). 

The murder of the successor to the Austrian throne Franz Ferdinand and his 
wife on July 28th in Sarajevo triggers off the First World War. Austria and 
Hungary wage a war on two fronts, against Russia and Serbia and against 
Italy. 

The Padua armistice (Oct./Nov. 1918) makes Hungary into an independent 
state, but she suffers huge territorial losses, to the newly-founded state of 
Czechoslovakia, to Romania and to the Serbo-Croat-Slovene state. 


Hungary between the World Wars 

After the abdication of Karl IV of Austria as King of Hungary, Hungary is 
declared a republic under the conservative government of Mihaly Count 
Karoly. 

In spite of its reform initiatives the government cannot resist the pressure 
of the revolutionary mood, which gathers momentum as a result of supply 
problems, unemployment and further territorial losses. A day after the 
resignation of Karoly's government (March 20th), the socialist party in 
Hungary declares a soviet republic. After the collapse of this republic on 
August 1st 1919, the country is ruled by the "white terror" of the 
counter-revolution. 

The conservative forces agree to redefine Hungary as a kingdom ("a king¬ 
dom without a king") and for the duration of the vacancy on the throne 
nominate the supreme commander of the fleet, Miklos Horthy, as royal 
administrator. Through the peace treaty of Versailles-Trianon Hungary 
loses two thirds of its territory and over half its inhabitants; Burgenland 
becomes part of Austria, Upper Hungary and the Carpathian area in North¬ 
east Hungary go to Czechoslovakia, Transylvania to Romania, and Voj- 
vodina to Serbia (June 4th). 

Hungary faces the beginning of the new decade with severe economic 
problems (two thirds of the working population without jobs, a low level of 
industrial production, etc.). 

The restoration hopes of King Karl IV are dashed; the dethronement of the 
Habsburgs ends their 400-year domination of Hungary. 

Istvan Bethlen, the chief of government between 1921 and 1931, builds up a 
broad base of support for his government through the newly founded unity 
party and skilfully manoeuvres between the radical right and the social 
democrats. Hungary's acceptance into the League of Nations and the 
foreign credit which that entails paves the way for an economic upturn, 
albeit spasmodic. In the second half of the 1920s the regime of Bethlen and 
Horthy is already acquiring autocratic characteristics; the political situation 
in the country is becoming marked by a right-wing radicalism, anti-semi- 
tism and open demands for the restoration of territory. 

The world economic crisis leads to the fall of Bethlen and his government in 
t931. His successor is the defence minister Gyula Gombos, who actively 
promotes closer links with Fascist Germany (with the hope of territorial 
revisions). The two Vienna agreements of 1938 and 1940 reassign parts ot 
the Slovak areas and Transylvania back to Hungary. From 1938 anti-Jewish 
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laws are passed, With the signing of the Anti-comintern Pact of 1939 an i 
the acceptance of the Three Powers Pact of 1940 Hungary renounces it, 
neutrality, but its conduct during the Second World War remains 
ambivalent. 

1941-45 Hungary takes part in the attack on Yugoslavia (1940/41) and joins in the 

German war against the Soviet Union (1941). After the destruction of the 
second Hungarian army in 1943 Hungary seeks a truce with the Allies 
Hungary is thereupon occupied by German troops on March 19th 1944 with 
the agreement of Horthy. At the same time the anti-German opposition is 
arrested and carried off, and Hungarian Jews in the ghettos are roundedup 
and sent to extermination camps. In October 1944 a second attempt to 
shake off German shackles also fails and the Fascist Pfeilkreuzler party 
takes power. At the same time the Red Army is already marching into 
Hungary and by April 1945 has "liberated" the country. On December 22nd 
a provisional parliament is elected in Debrecen and a transitional govern¬ 
ment is formed, with key positions being filled by communists. In March 
1945 radical agrarian reform is introduced, with 35% of the country's land 
area being distributed to landless peasants. 


Hungary since 1945 

1946 Proclamation of the Republic of Hungary (February 1st). Introduction of the 

new currency (forint; August 1st). 


1947 


1949 


October 23rd to 
November 4th 
1956 

Hungarian 

national 

uprising 


1956-88 


1988 
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With Soviet help the communists complete the takeover of power under 
Matyas Rakosi. The one-party system is introduced, banks and industry are 
nationalised, a planned economy is set up. The peace treaty of Paris on 
February 10th 1947 restores Hungary's borders to where they were in 1920 
and commits the country to making compensation payments to the Soviet 
Union amounting to 300 million dollars. 

The proclamation of the People's Republic of Hungary. The opposition is 
decimated by arrests, show trials and emigration. The communist party 
turns Hungary into a typical Stalinist state. 

Inspired and encouraged by the unrest and political changes in Poland, 
students in Hungary go on to the streets with demands for democracy. 
When the security forces try to break up a large demonstration, there is a 
popular uprising. Only the national communist Imre Nagy is considered 
capable of being able to prevent a general strike and chaos. His govern¬ 
ment introduces the multi-party system, promises free elections and in 
defiance of Soviet threats announces Hungary's withdrawal from the War¬ 
saw Pact. The Hungarian reform experiment is brutally extinguished, the 
leaders of the uprising, including Imre Nagy, being executed two years 
later. The new Soviet-backed government is formed round Janos Kadar, a 
former member of Nagy's government. 

Janos Kadar dictates politics in Hungary for close on three decades. From 
the 1960s onwards he allows careful reforms. The gradual replacement of 
the planned economy with market principles helps Hungary to reach the 
highest standard of living among the Eastern bloc countries. In addition 
Kadar's name stands for increasing liberalisation {e.g. freedom to travel) 
within a socialist regime. He forms links with western governments and 
raises the international profile of Hungary. 

The ageing K£dar stands in the way of growing forces for reform within the 
Socialist Workers' Party and has to resign his post as general secretary. 
Government business is first of all placed in the hands of the moderate 
technocrat Karoly Grosz, and then the reform-oriented Miklos Nemeth 
(Nov. 24th). 


Scanned by CamScanner 


History 


The democratisation process comes to fruition with the founding of oppo¬ 
sition parties, trade unions independent of the state, and numerous other 
interest groups and organisations. 

The Soviet leadership under Gorbachev is overtaken in its moves towards 1989 
reform by developments in Hungary. The reformer Imre Pozsgay triggers 
off a political avalanche when he no longer refers to the events of 1956 in 
the official terminology of a ''counter-revolution'' but as a people's upris¬ 
ing. The rehabilitation of Imre Nagy and his ceremonial state burial (June 
16th) represent a massive rejection of the old system. The dismantling of 
the Iron Curtain along the western border then takes place; East German 
refugees from the former DDR are now able to travel to the Federal Repub¬ 
lic. The Hungarian Socialist Party is now made up of "reform communists" 
who accept the market economy and the multi-party system. The opposi¬ 
tion is able to sit down at the National Round Table and peacefully nego¬ 
tiate the transference of power. 

On October 23rd Hungary is proclaimed a republic for the third time in its 
history. 

In the first free elections (Mar. 25th and Apr. 8th) six political parties are 1990 
able to qualify for the new parliament. In the Christian-conservative coali¬ 
tion representatives of the Hungarian Democratic Forum (established in 
1988 as an opposition assembly) form the majority together with two 
traditional parties (the Party of the Small Landowners and the Christian 
Democratic People's Party). The opposition benches are divided between 
the Union of Free Democrats, the radical democratic Young Democrats and 
the Hungarian Socialist Party. The head of the government is Joszef Antall. 

Hungary is struggling with the problems involved in modernisation and in 1991/92 
remodelling the structure and economy of the country. There has been 
widespread displeasure over the way privatisation has been carried out, 
the growing levels of unemployment and inflation. The government and 
the media are constantly at odds. In the autumn of 1991 over 100 in¬ 
tellectuals circulate a charter signed by thousands in which they demand 
the continuation of the democratic process and criticise the technocratic 
and aggressive policies of the government. In October the taxi-drivers of 
Budapest bring the city's traffic to a standstill as a protest against rises in 
the price of petrol. 

In January 1993 the unity of the governing party is in the balance at the 1993 
party congress of the Hungarian Democratic Forum. 

Budapest already starts to make preparations for the world exhibition 
EXPO which is due to be held in the Hungarian capital in 1996. 
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The following alphabetically ordered list includes people who through 
birth, residence, achievements or death are connected with Hungary and 
have attained an importance beyond the country's borders. 

J3nos Arany 
(1817-82} 

Arany ranks with Sandor Petofi as a highly important 19th c. poet whose 
works are a fusion of romanticism and realism. He had his first success in 
1845 in a competition for comic epics with "The Lost Constitution". In the 
following year he wrote the verse epic "Toldi" for a poetry competition, 
later expanding it into a trilogy, and this brought him to the notice of literary 
circles, including Sandor Petofi. During the struggle for freedom he was for 
a short time a member of the National Guard, but then had to lie low, later 
working as a private tutor and from 1851 as a teacher at the grammar 
school in Nagykoros. His most important poems and ballads were written 
during this period and he also began to take an interest in Questions 
connected with literary theory and aesthetics. In 1860 Arany moved to Pest, 
started a newspaper and, as part of a project to produce the works of 
William Shakespeare in Hungarian, translated several of the plays. In 
1865-79 he was secretary, and from 1870 onwards general secretary, of the 
Hungarian Academy of Science. A late masterpiece of his rs the cycle 
"Meadow Saffron", which is a collection of lyric poems, ballads and 
sketches. 

Arpad 
(?-c. 907) 

Arpad is the progenitor of the first (and only} Hungarian royal dynasty, the 
Arpads, which ruled the country from the 9th c. until 1301. The nomadic 
Hungarian tribes of the ninth century recognised two suprenrie rulers, tn 
Kende (prince and religious chief) and the Gyula (leader of the arm V 
judge); Arpad held the office of Gyula when he brought his army over th 
Carpathians (in what is now the Ukraine} and forced his . 

Carpathian Basin, where in the first phase of conquest he seized the land to 
the east of the Danube. After the death of the Kende in 904 Arpad alsot 
over this role and as prince became absolute ruler. This explains why 
Arpad's name alone which is associated with the legendary conquest 
country and the beginning of the Hungarian state. 

Bela Bartok 
(1881-1945) 

Bela Bartok has become famous well beyond the frontiers of Hungary, both 
as an important composer and as a friend and colleague of ZoltanKoaay. 
He studied at the conservatoire of music in Budapest and in 199/ ™ 
appointed professor of piano there, a post which he held until ' • 

Through his friendship with Kodaly he developed his interest in Hungar 
folk music, into which he carried out research from 1905 onwards bo 
Hungary itself and in the former Hungarian regions, including Transylva 
and southern Slovakia. In 1934 he left the conservatoire in order to devote 
himself exclusively to composition and the systematic arrangement o 
folk songs he had collected. In the 1920s he undertook a large number oi 
foreign concert tours which brought him acclaim and recognition botri 
composer and pianist. In 1923 he was asked to write a festival compost i 
to celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of the amalgamation of Buda and re • 
This "Dance Suite" was given its first performance together with Koda y 
"Psalmus Hungaricus". Atthe beginning of the 1930s, as a reply to extre 
right-wing attacks, he wrote the "Cantata Profana", an oratorical w° 
which embodies sentiments of national brotherhood. After Hitler s saizl V i 
of power he no longer visited Germany and protested against the P e . r p ,i 
ance of his works in Germany and Italy. Developments in Hungary 1 s . 
caused him to emigrate to the United States in the autumn of 1940 and 
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Ferenc Deak 


Mor Jokai 



Bela Bartok 

died there in straitened circumstances in 1945. As a composer Bartok was 
at first very much part of the 19th c. tradition (Liszt, Wagner, Strauss), but 
then his compositions began to reflect the Hungarian folk music which he 
was discovering and documenting. His development as a composer can be 
clearly traced in his six string quartets, the first of which was written in 
1908. In 1918 his first and only opera, "Duke Bluebeard's Castle", was given 
its first performance in Budapest. Bartok's most mature works (written 
between 1936 and 1943) include the "Music for Strings, Percussion and 
Celeste", the "Sonata for Two Pianos and Percussion" and the "Concerto 
for Orchestra" In his "Mikrokosmos” series of 153 piano pieces written 
between 1926 and 1937, Bartok created a structured teaching manual for 
the piano. 

Deak was a lawyer by training who began his political career as a liberal Ferenc Deak 
member of parliament in his home region of Zala. In the spring of 1848 he (1803-76) 
became justice minister of the Hungarian government, but he later 
resigned from this post when a rift developed with Vienna during the 
course of the 1848 revolution. As leader of the nobility's liberal opposition, 
he became a symbolic figure for the move to use passive resistance against 
Austrian policies. In his famous "Easter Article" of 1865 he discussed the 
conditions for renewed negotiations with Vienna and engineered a rap¬ 
prochement between the two nations. Side by side with Gyula Count 
Andrassy he worked for a settlement with Austria which in 1867 became a 
reality, thanks to his brilliant diplomacy (he was called "Hungary's wise 
man"). 


Ferenc Erkel enjoys great popularity in Hungary above all for having com- Ferenc Erkel 
posed the national anthem. A trained pianist, he became opera director at (1810-93) 
the newly-opened Hungarian (later National) Theatre in 1839. While his 
first opera (he wrote eight in all) "Maria Batori" still displays Italian and 
German influences, his second "Hunyadi Laszlo" can be considered typ¬ 
ically Hungarian, not least for its folk elements, which are derived from 
"verbunkos" music (see Music). 

The arias from "Hunyadi Laszlo" and "Bank Ban", his most important 
opera, first performed in 1861, today belong to the standard Hungarian 
operatic reportory. 


This Budapest-born physicist has entered scientific history as the inventor D6nes (Dennis) 
of holography. In 1934, after studying in Budapest and Berlin he moved to 

England where from 1949 onwards he was a lecturer at the Imperial College 11900 791 

of Science and Technology, and then from 1958 to 1967 Professor of 
Electrical Physics. The process for producing three-dimensional pictures 
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Miklos Horthy 
(1868-1957) 


Mor Jokai 
(1825-1904) 


Janos Kadar 
(1912-89) 


Imre (Emmerich) 

Kalman 

(1882-1953) 


(holography) was developed by Gabor in 1947. The technique of laser light 
which he invented in 1960, subsequently achieved great practical impor¬ 
tance. In 1971 Gabor was awarded the Nobel Prize for Physics. Other less 
well known results of his scientific investigations include the holographic 

microscope and the flat tube for colour television sets. 

There is no other person who symbolises the turbulent interwar years as 

well as Miklos Horthy. The political career of this former commander of the 

fleet began with the removal of the communist soviet republic in August 
1919 and the systematic persecution of all left-wing elements in the country 
(the "White Terror"). Following the electoral rejection of the Social Demo¬ 
crats in 1920 the conservatives became the largest force in parliamentand 
chose Horthy to be the royal administrator of the Hungarian kingdom. 
Horthy's regime during the 1930s took on more and more of the charac¬ 
teristics of a dictatorship, pursuing revisionist policies, with the result that 
Hungary ended up entering the Second World War on the side of Germany, 
After hopes of regaining old territories failed and the Second World War 
brought Hungary enormous losses, Horthy attempted, albeit without suc¬ 
cess, to leave the alliance with Germany. Atthe end of the war he was taken 
prisoner by the Americans and from 1949 until his death he lived in 
Portugal. 

This great national storyteller ranks as one of the most widely read authors 
in Hungarian literature. In 1846, the same year that he completed his law 
studies, Jokai published his first novel "The Maze of Life", and launched 
himself on a career as writer and editor. His novels and stories, which rank 
among the finest works of Hungarian romantic prose, are characterised by 
plots full of violent contrasts, characters with extreme personality traits 
and highly far-fetched situations. His writing is also distinguished by a 
popularises sense of humour, a didactic use of anecdote and a magnificent 
sense of the fantastic. Together with Petofi he took an active part in the 1848 
revolution, but after its collapse he had to go into hiding. An amnesty made 
it possible for him to return to public life in 1852 and in 1863 he started up 
the newpaper "Hon". As a writer, however, he was still extremely prolific, 
but his later output never approached the quality of his early works. Some 
of his novels have been turned into films and plays. 

As leader of the Communist Party, Janos Kadar dictated the course of 
Hungarian politics for over 30 years. By virtue of the relatively high stan¬ 
dard of living and the small political freedoms which Kadar was able to 
make possible through his careful reforms, Hungary earned itself the repu¬ 
tation of being the "happiest" country in the Eastern bloc, Kadar, who 
joined the Communist Party at the age of 19, was Hungarian Interior 

Ministerfrom 1948 to 1950 and a member of the revolutionary government 

of Imre Nagy (1956). After the suppression of the people's uprising, Kadar 
had Imre Nagy and several others arrested and two years later had them 
executed. Kadar clung on to the leadership of the Communist Party as long 
as he could, but eventually, even before the old system was finally dis¬ 
placed, he had to make way for younger reforming elements. 

Kalman was born at Siofok on Lake Balaton and was the composer of a 
large number of operettas, inspired by Hungarian folklore, which have a 
secured a firm place in the repertory of opera houses everywhere. Kalman 
won worldwide fame with the "Csardasfurstin" (Gipsy Princess), as well as 
with "Der Zigeunerprimas" (Gipsy Fiddler; 1912) and "Countess Mariza 
(1924). 

His musical works owe their character in equal measure to the carefree 
elegance of Viennese operetta and the temperament and dark hues of his 
native Hungary. Until Hitler's invasion of Austria, Kalman lived and worked 
in Vienna, whence he emigrated via Paris to the United States, where he 
remained until the end of the war and earned recognition as a conductor. 
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Zoltan Kodaly 


Lajos Kossuth 
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After 1945 he returned to Europe, although not to Hungary, and spent the 
last years of his life in Paris. 

The scion of a rich Hungarian aristocratic family, Karolyi ranks as one of the Mihaly 
most distinguished Hungarian politicians of the first half of the 20th c. As Count Karolyi 
president of the Independence Party (1913-16) he pressed for universal (1875-1955) 
suffrage and democratic reforms and disapproved of the militarist politics 
of the Austro-Hungarian monarchy and their alliance with Germany. In the 
autumn of 1918, during the bourgeois-democratic revolution, the popular 
politician was chosen to be the president of the Hungarian National Council 
of opposition parties and was appointed prime minister by King Karl IV. 

The aims of his political programme included independence for Hungary, 
redistribution of land to the peasants (he even set about dividing one of his 
own estates), measures to create jobs, and press freedom. In the newly 
founded Republic of Hungary Karolyi took on the office of head of state. 

Underthe pressure of the radicalisation of domestic politics and the possi¬ 
bility of imminent territorial losses, Karolyi resigned in the spring of 1919 
and emigrated to Paris, where he organised resistance to the Hungarian 
Fascists well into the 1930s. At the end of the Second World War he went 
home to Hungary, returning to Paris in 1947 as ambassador. He lived in 
France until his death in 1955. 


With the film "Casablanca", shot in 1943 with Ingrid Bergman and Hum- Mihaly Kertesz 

phrey Bogart in the main roles, the Hungarian-born Michael Curtiz sue- (Michael Curtiz) 

ceeded in writing a piece of cinema history and gained himself an Oscar, (1888-1962) 
the highest accolade of the American film industry. In 1912, when he was 
only 24, Curtiz shot his first film. After periods in Vienna and Berlin he 
arrived in Hollywood in 1927 and three years later was already making 
films in colour. His most famous films include "Robin Hood" (1938), "Vir¬ 
ginia City" (1940), "Yankee Doodle" (1942), "Mission to Moscow" (1943) 
and "The Life of St Francis of Assisi" (1961). 


The composer and musician, Zoltan Kodaly, was born in Kecskemet. He is Zoltan Kodaly 
principally known for his systematic research into Hungarian folk music. He (1882-1967) 
succeeded in defining and describing its special qualities by comparisons 
with the folk music of other Finno-Ugrian peoples. After his studies at the 
conservatoire in Budapest he taught theory of music and composition 
therefrom 1907, and from 1937 folk music. As a composer (chamber music, 
choral works, songs, etc.) he won well-deserved recognition during the 
1920s. His compositions, which reflect his deep interest in Hungarian folk 
music, were taken up by conductors such as Toscanini and Furtwangler 
and made famous abroad. In 1923, for the 50th anniversary of the uni¬ 
fication of Budapest, he composed the "Psalmus Hungaricus", using an 
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18th c. psalm text. His close interest in the reform of singing and musical 
instruction in schools {see Music) was already apparent as long ago as the 
1920s but he became even more committed after the Second World War 
His teaching methods have gained worldwide acceptance and are still j n 
use today. 

Konrad is one of the leading representatives of the intellectual opposition 
in Hungary, who from the 1970s onwards campaigned for democratic 
reforms in his country. Like many of his fellow writers, Konrad was only 
able to publish his works abroad or underground {in the "samisdat") until 
the political changes at the end of the 1980s. The former philosophy 
student's first novel "Latogato" (The Visitor; 1969) arose out of his experi¬ 
ences as a youth worker employed by the Budapest authorities. In this and 
in his later novels ("The City Founder", 1975; "The Accomplice" 1980; 
"Ghost Party", 1986; etc.) he reflects social and political problems in a 
socialist society. 

Kossuth, who came from the minor nobility, is important as one of the 
leading figures in the struggle for Hungarian independence and civil rights 
in the last century. As the representative of absent magnates he took part in 
sittings of the Hungarian parliament between 1832 and 1836 and reported 
about it in newspaper articles, thereby incurring four years' imprisonment. 
Both as chief editor of the influential liberal newspaper in Pest, "Pesti 
Hirlap", and as leader of the liberal opposition in parliament, he fought 
vigorously for independence from Austria, social reforms, the abolition of 
feudal privileges, universal liability to taxation and the setting-up of a 
parliament to represent all Hungarians. In April 1849, under his leadership, 
the rump parliament, which had moved to Debrecen during the revolution, 
called for Hungarian independence and the removal of the House of Haps- 
burg, and chose him as head of state. After the suppression of the uprising 
Kossuth fled first of all to Turkey and from there to other countries in 
Europe. While in exile he continued his struggle for Hungarian independ¬ 
ence and enlisted support on his travels to England and the United States in 
1851-52. Although he was granted an amnesty in 1867, he did not return to 
Hungary, as he stood resolutely opposed to the Austro-Hungarian settle¬ 
ment. In 1880/82 his work "My Writings in Exile" appeared in several 
volumes. Kossuth, the revolutionary, despite being revered even in his 
lifetime as a national hero, never returned home and died in his adopted 
city of Turin in 1894. 

This composer of many well-known operettas was born in Komarom in 

1870, the son of a kapellmeister (music director). He received his training as 

a violin virtuoso at the conservatoires in Budapest and Prague and he was 
encouraged in his composition studies by Dvorak. In 1890 he followed his 
father's example and worked in several cities in the Austro-Hungarian 
Empire as a military kapellmeister. From 1902 he lived in Vienna and from 
1926 to 1938 in Berlin. After the Second World War he settled in Zurich and 
only returned to Vienna shortly before his death. After initial attempts at 
writing full-scale operas, he switched to operetta in which he soon found 
his own unmistakable style. His most famous works are "The Merry 
Widow" (1905), "The Count of Luxembourg" (1909), "Gipsy Love" (1910) 
and "The Land of Smiles" (1929). 

Franz Liszt was born in the Hungarian province of Raiding (now Biirgenland 
in Austria) and is today revered as one of the nation's greatest figures. He 
was only nine years old when he made his debut as a concert pianist. He 
studied in Vienna (under, among others, Antonio Salieri) and then lived 
from 1823 to 1835 in Paris, where he was influenced by Berlioz, Paganini 
and Chopin. Concert tours in the 1830s and 1840s took him all over Europe 
and enabled him to make the acquaintance of all the outstanding musicians 
of the period, including Richard Wagner, with whom he formed a life-long 
friendship. During his engagement as kapellmeister at the grand ducal 
court in Weimar from 1844 to 1861 he gathered a large group of pupils 
around him, including some who were later to become famous musicians 
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and composers (e.g, Smetana). While in Weimar Liszt composed a total of 
12 symphonic poems, the Dante and Faust Symphonies, the Missa Solem- 
nis and a wide range of piano works which can be said to form the founda¬ 
tion of the so-called New German school. From 1861 to 1869 his home 
alternated between Rome, where he took the lower orders of the priest¬ 
hood as an "abbe" in 1865, Budapest, where he took over the direction 
of the music academy which had been founded at his instigation, and 
Weimar. His connection with Hungary found particular expression in the 
''Hungarian Rhapsodies", while in 1856 his symphonic poem "Hungaria" 
received its first performance in Pest. For the consecration of the cathedral 
in Esztergom he composed the "Grand Festival Mass". Liszt 
was given the title of Duke of Sachsen-Weimar in 1859 and he died in 
Bayreuth in 1886, 


The literary historian and philosopher, Gyorgy Lukacs, was born in Buda- Gyorgy Lukacs 
pest and became a member of the Communist Party in 1918. After the (1885-1971) 
collapse of the communist republic, in which he had held a political office, 

Lukacs emigrated to Moscow via Vienna, The works that he wrote there, in 
which he formulated the central theses of Marxist aesthetics and artistic 
philosophy, had a lasting influence on left-wing European intellectuals. 

During the 1930s Lukacs studied 19th c. European literature, in particular 
the realistic novel, and arrived at a new Marxist interpretation and eval¬ 
uation of this literary genre. At the end of the war he returned to Hungary 
and lectured in aesthetics and cultural philosophy in Budapest from 1945 to 
1958. As one of the leaders of the suppressed uprising in 1956 he was 
subsequently punished by being relieved of his teaching post and had to 
face additional discrimination. For a number of years Lukacs retreated into 
a private existence, his books being printed in other European countries 
where they continued to attract a great deal of interest. In the middle of the 
1960s he renewed his links with Hungarian intellectual life. He conceived 
the plan of writing an all-encompassing work about ethics but was never 
able to carry it out. 


Matthias I, the son of Janos Hunyadi, who was chosen to be king in 1458 
was one of the outstanding leaders of Hungarian history during the transi¬ 
tion from the Middle Ages to the modern period. He was also a historical 
figure about whom a wealth of popular legend has collected. Supported by 
the lower nobility and the municipalities, he created a modern state with 
taxes as a source of income, thereby making possible the creation of a 
government administration and the maintenance of a standing army of 
around 10,000 men. While trade and the towns flourished under his 
government, the main thrust of his foreign policies (apart from aspirations 
towards the crown of the Holy Roman Empire, an honour which was to 
remam denied to him) was the safeguarding of his country from Turkish 
attacks These he temporarily halted in 1476 with his victory at Szabacs 
near Belgrade. Matthias was married to the Neapolitan princess Beatrice of 
Aragon. He took a great interest in the arts and sciences, and during his 
reign the ideas of the Renaissance gained an early foothold in Hungary. He 
attracted Italian artists to his court and took under his wing humanist 
c olars such as the Bishop of Pecs, Janus Pannonius. His library, the 
tamous Corviniana, was during his lifetime one of the greatest collections 
in the world. 


Matthias I 

(Matyas) 

(1443-90) 


Laszlo Moholy-Nagy was born in Bacsbosod in north-east Hungary. A Laszio 
gitted artist in many different media - painting, sculpture, graphics, photo- Moholy-Nagy 
graphy-he is also widely known as an influential teacher atthe Bauhaus in (1895-1946) 

Weimar, where he worked from 1923 to 1928. After Hitler seized power he 
emigrated first to England and then in 1937 to the United States. In Chicago 
he founded the "New Bauhaus". Moholy-Nagy was the epitome of the 
oiodern artist in the first half of the twentieth century who freed himself 
from traditional forms and uniformity of expression and experimented 
With new materials, media and techniques, drawing on and influencing 
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various present-day trends, (dadaism, constructivism, de Stijl). His wide- 
ranging output includes abstract compositions, collages, stage sets, photo¬ 
grams (pictures produced without a camera) and light sculptures. 


Mihaly Munkacsy 
(1844-1900) 


Janos (John von) 
Neumann 


(1903-57) 


Mihaly Munkacsy is one of the most important representatives of 19th c. 
Hungarian painting. After periods of study and residence in Vienna, Mun¬ 
ich and Dusseldorf, he settled down in 1872 in Paris, where he lived until his 
death. His international breakthrough came in 1870 with the picture Last 
Day of a Condemned Man" (Budapest, Hungarian National Gallery), which 
established his reputation as a virtuoso painter of large-scale realistic 
genre pictures in the Courbet tradition. Even more than these pictures, it 
was his moving historical paintings which his contemporaries particularly 
prized, for instance, his wall picture in the Budapest Parliament of "Arpad's 
Conquest'' (1896), as well as his religious works. The intimate landscape 
pictures which he painted in the 1880s were influenced by the school of 
outdoor painting of Barbizon. 

Known even in his youth as a genius at calculations, Neumann studied 
mathematics, physics and chemistry (Budapest/Zurich), qualified as a uni¬ 
versity lecturer in Berlin and taught from 1933 at the Institute for Advanced 
Studies in Princeton, New Jersey in the United States. His research activ¬ 
ities included quantum mechanics, functional analysis and mathematical 
statistics. During and after the Second World War Neumann worked with 
other people on the American atom bomb project; from 1954 he was a 
member of the US Atomic Energy Commission. In the last years of his life 
he devoted himself to the development of electronic calculators. 


Sandor Pet8fi Sandor Petofi is revered as one of Hungary's greatest national poets. On 

(1823-49) leaving school he led an unsettled vagabond existence, serving for some 

time as a soldier and also travelling around the country as an actor with a 
theatre troupe. In 1844 he was given a job as an assistant editor in Pest. Two 
years previously, in 1842, he had had his first volume of poems published 
and this soon brought him great popularity. His poetry is characterised by 
hts use of colloquial language and the manifestation of very personal 
feelings, the latter quality very much in evidence in his love poems, but also 
present in his other writings. In his poems, his heroic and fairy-tale epics, 
and his songs -the most famous being "Hary Janos"(1845) - he portrayed 
the customs and landscapes of the Great Hungarian Plain, depicting the 
everyday life of the peasants and herdsmen. His revolutionary convictions 
made him a leading figure inthe struggle for freedom. On March 15th 1848 
Petofi led the youth of Pest to the steps of the National Museum and there 
performed his revolutionary "national hymn". Convinced of the need for 
armed struggle to secure freedom, he enlisted in the revolutionary army as 
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a captain in 1849 and is assumed to have lost his life in the Battle of 
Segesvar (today Sighi§oara, in Romania). 

The revolt of the Hungarians against the absolutist rule of the Hapsburgs in 
the 17th and 18th c. is indissolubly linked to the name of Ferenc Rakoczi. 
Rakoczi was a descendant of the Princes of Transylvania, who, while still a 
child at the age of twelve, was abducted to Vienna and brought up as a 
courtier of the Emperor. On attaining his majority Rakoczi returned to 
Transylvania and after some initial wavering took over the leadership of the 
rebellion (the "Kuruzzen uprising"), which at first was mainly supported by 
the peasants, but then by a large section of the whole population. In 1704 
Rakoczi became Prince of Transylvania, and in the following year was 
chosen as the ruling Prince of Hungary. The rebellion was brought to an 
end by an armistice in 1711, all its impetus having been lost because of the 
lack of support from other European powers. Rakoczki, however, refused to 
concede defeat and, accompanied by a small retinue, set off across Europe, 
tirelessly soliciting support at the courts of Russia, Poland and France. In 
the hope of a resumption of the freedom struggle he finally went to Turkey, 
where he died in Rodosto (today Tekirdag) in 1735. 

Sandor Rbzsa, the most famous footpad or "betyar" of the Great Plain was 
a shepherd who, when in prison for theft, escaped and fled into the wilder¬ 
ness around Szeged. After his amnesty in 1848 he organised irregulars to 
take part in the freedom struggle, but the troops were disbanded because 
of robbery and other atrocities. In 1853 a reward was put on his head and 
four years later he was captured and sentenced to death, although sub¬ 
sequently pardoned. By then he was already a legendary figure and many 
so-called "followers" pressed for his release. A remission of sentence 
enabled him to be freed in 1868 and he returned to the familiar world of the 
heathland peasants where he continued his old way of life. In 1869 he was 
taken prisoner once more and sentenced to life imprisonment. He died in 
prison. 


Two of the most famous architectural monuments in Budapest were 
designed by Schulek: the Fishermen's Bastion, built in 1895-1903 on top of 
the old castle walls, and the Matthias Church on the castle mound, which 
was substantially rebuilt for the millennium celebrations in 1896. Frigyes 
Schulek studied with various teachers in Vienna and from 1870 worked in 
the construction office of Imre Steindl, the architect of the Budapest Parlia¬ 
ment. From 1903 to 1911 he lectured in medieval architecture at the Tech¬ 
nical University in Budapest. Under his direction a large number of 
Hungary s historic buildings were restored in an idealised medieval style. 
His empathy with the architectural style of the Middle Ages is also 
expressed in his designs, in which Neo-Romanesque and Neo-Gothic ele¬ 
ments are fused with the stylistic features of national romanticism. 

Semmelweis, who came from Buda, has gone into medical history as the 
mothers' saviour". In his work as an obstetrician in a Vienna clinic he 
recognised that the germs carried by dirty hands, instruments and ban¬ 
dages were a cause of childbed fever, which was one of the commonest 
and most deadly of childbirth complications. He therefore recommended 
doctors to disinfect their hands and equipment with chlorine water before 
treating their patients. In 1850 he returned to Budapest, where he became 
chief consultant in gynaecology atthe Rokus Hospital andtaughtfrom 1855 
ln Medical University, which today bears his name. Although his 
methods were highly successful and prepared the way for the aseptic 
treatment of wounds, during his own lifetime he did not win any real 
recognition outside the borders of Hungary. 

Stephan, whose actual name was Vajk, was a member of the Arpad dynasty 
and followed his father Geza on to the prince's throne. With his conversion 
to Christianity and his coronation as the first Hungarian king in 1000 (with a 
crown sent by Pope Sylvester), he laid the foundations of the Christian 
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monarchy in Hungary. By his marriage to Gisela, the daughter of the Dut 
of Bavaria, he won himself ties of kinship with the west. He turned Hu 6 
gary, which had been torn apart by external threats and internal P0W g" 
struggles into a state in the West European mould. He divided the coun^ 
into regions (komitats), organised the administration and justice, and 
strengthened the structure of the church by creating bishoprics. In addi¬ 
tion, two legal treatises, which laid down in writing the laws in force at that 
time, were produced and handed down during his reign. Hungary cele¬ 
brates the day when he was canonised (August 20th 1083) as a national 
holiday, 

This landowner, who came from a noble family, is one of the key thinkers 
and one of the most committed politicians during the period of the Hungar¬ 
ian revolution, In his book "Hitel" ("credit"), which appeared in 1830, he 
brought together the findings he had made about economics during nu¬ 
merous visits abroad. The main impediment to Hungary's economic and 
social progress lay, in his opinion, in the country's anachronistic economic 
structure and in the freedom from taxation enjoyed by the landowning 
nobility. In 1825 he gave a generous donation towards the foundation of 
the Hungarian Academy of Sciences. He initiated steamer services on the 
Danube and Lake Balaton, started the merchant bank, forced through the 
regulation of the Tisza and the lower stretches of the Danube and instituted 
the building of the Chain Bridge (1836-49). In his politics he took a moder¬ 
ate stance: he wanted reforms but not the overthrow of the political sys¬ 
tem. In the first accountable government of the revolutionary period he 
was given the office of transport minister. After the resignation of the 
cabinet in the autumn of 1849, Szechenyi, his health now highly precarious, 
entered the Dobling psychiatric hospital near Vienna, where he ended his 
life in 1860. 

Pal Szinyei-Merse, the scion of a wealthy noble family, was the forerunner 
of the school of outdoor painting in Hungary, although for a long time he 
went unrecognised. His studies in Munich with Piloty had less influence on 
his later work than the "plein air" paintings of the French artists in Barbi- 
zon. Szinyei-Merse very quickly found his way to a new artistic style. 
Between 1869 and 1874 his main outdoor paintings were created: "The 
Swing", "Washing drying" (1869), "Couple in Love" (1871) and Breakfast 
in the Open Air" (1872/73); Hungarian National Gallery). As his paintings 
were at that time gaining no real recognition, he returned to his estate, 
where he remained for more than twenty years, only painting sporadically- 
In 1896 Szinyei-Merse exhibited "Breakfast in the Open Air" for a second 
time and now, with Europe having capitulated to impressionism, the work 
was rapturously received. Szinyei-Merse began to paint again and in addi¬ 
tion, as professor at the Budapest Academy of Fine Arts, he brought an 
influence to bear on the development of the younger generation of artists. 

The famous exponent of Op-Art was born in Pecs in 1908 as Gyozo Vasar- 
helyi. His artistic career began in Paris in 1930, where he worked as a 
commercial artist. In the early stages of his career he was heavily influen¬ 
ced by his no less famous countryman Laszfo Moholy-Nagy (see above) 
and the Dutch de Stijl movement, as well as other contemporary trends 
which broke away from representationalism in art. Vasarely committed 
himself to a kind of geometrising abstraction which was very close to 
constructivism, In the 1950s, after systematic experiments and observa¬ 
tions with optical illusions, he came to the conclusion that the contemp^' 
tion of a work of art and the perception of its shape, colour and space is 
closely affected by the movement and the (variable) position of the ob¬ 
server. He coined the term "cinetism" for these observations. 

Vasarely was also active in other areas of art and one of his collaborations 
with architects resulted in the project "The coloured town". 

Hungarian art nouveau: Kiskunfeiegyhaza Town Hail ► 
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Art and Culture 


Historv of art 


Beginnings 


The development of Hungarian art is closely bound up with the changing 
history of the country. In the Roman period the greater part of Hungary 
formed part of the province of Pannonia. In some places it is still possible, 
even today, to find the remains of Roman buildings, for instance in Obuda 
(Budapest), the Roman Aquincum, in Sopron (Scarbantia)or to the south of 
Szekesfehervar, where, near the village of Tac, the Roman camp of 
Gorsium-Herculia was uncovered. The wall paintings in the underground 
burial chambers in Pecs are impressive memorials to Early Christian art. 
After the fall of the Roman Empire, during the migrations of the peoples, 
the area of present-day Hungary was settled for short periods by Goths, 
Langobards, Huns and Avars. There are excavation finds to confirm these 
waves of migration. The Magyars seized possession of the country in the 
late 9 th c. under Prince Arpad, the founder of the first Hungarian royal 
dynasty. The silver breastplates and gold finds in the History of Art 
Museum in Vienna and in the National Museum in Budapest provide 
evidence of the high standard of gold work at this time. 


Romanesque 

11th c. 


12th/13th c. 


he foundinq of the Hungarian monarchy by Stephen I around the year 
000 was a decisive moment in Hungarian history. Stephen j{h a 

""version to Roman Catholicism and had i«l »« d '"8 
rown which Pope Sylvester authorised to be sent to him^This crown, 
nown as the Stephen Crown, is still Hungary_s most J™portan :nat d 
t/mbol It is stored in the National Museum in Budapest, togetherW-j 
(sTofthe insignia (the sceptre and orb). 

nfortunately only a few architectural monuments from the /11 ■ ’' and 
een preserved (the crypt of the former Benedredne> abbe 7 . T h V ^ 

agments of the castle church at ?«<»«««. ThelaroeJ {buMding project 
royed during the Mongol invasion of 1241/42. The largest duiiq 3 P f p4cs 

f the early 11 th c. would have been the cathedral of the b . ls V p rtedasa 
ounded in 1009). Completely rebuilt in the 19th c., this bull 9 f jts 
“del for a who e series ef churches throughout the countty. ?*£« 
"glnJ sculpturing can still be seen today at the cathedral museum 

BCS. 

nly a few fragments are still extant of the royal^|' d '" s 9 t 3 i^ a p f e’at 
2th and 13th c. Worthy of mention are the (faultlessly * anc j the 

sztergom Palace, which shows the infiuence of French G tK - bethe 
escoes of the Gisela Chapel m Veszprem (m d-13th ^.though fj . 

r ork of an Italian artist). The "Porta spec.osa isthe-name of the m 9 ^ 
ant doorway which was designed at the end of the 12 th _ . “ ntSi it 

tions to the cathedral at Esztergom. Now on!y preserved in f 9 pgnnon . 
ras imitated in numerous churches throughout Hunga y *9* . Early 

alma). A style of church belonging to the Late Romanesque 
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Gothic, particularly widespread in western Hungary, is the ancestral or 
dynastic church. Its origins are closely connected with the emergence of a 
landowning nobility in the 11th and 12th c. The nobleman would proclaim 
his social status and wealth by building his own church, often right in the 
middle of his estate. The building of such a church generally went hand in 
hand with the foundation of a Benedictine or Premonstratensian monas¬ 
tery. Large ancestral churches have been preserved in Jak, Zsambek and 
Lebeny. They all consist of a three-aisled basilica with three semi-circular 
apses on the east side and two towers on the west side of the church. 
Another characteristic feature of these ancestral churches is the family 
gallery situated between the west towers, where the landowner sat when 
he attended a service. The church doorways at Jak, Karcsa (Northern 
Hungary) and Csempeskopacs (near Szombathely) are evidence of the high 
quality of the stonemasons' craftsmanship at this time. The ancestral 
churches of the smaller landowners are also of great interest to the art 
historian. They are often to be found in remote villages, and their romantic 
architectural fabric is generally very well preserved (Karcsa, Csaroda, 
Tgregy, Manfa, etc.). In quite a few of these churches, such as at 
Feldebro, Szalonna and Pecsvarad, it has been possible to preserve wall 
paintings dating back to the time of the church's construction. In these 
smaller ancestral churches the ground-plan is reduced to a single-aisled 
nave with an integrated west tower and rectangular choir in the east. The 
origin of this type of church as a nobleman's private place of worship 
becomes especially evident in those examples where the central design 
of the Carolingian palace chapel at Aachen is followed (Szalonna, 
Karcsa, etc.). 


Gothic 

In the 13th and 14th c. the Gothic style gained wide currency, having Architecture 
already been anticipated in certain outstanding buildings dating from the 
end of the 12th c. (the castle chapel at Esztergom). Its origins can be traced 
on the one hand to the reign of Charles I (1308-42) of the Neapolitan 
dynasty of Anjou and on the other to the effects of the reforming orders of 
the Premonstratensians and the Cistercians, originally from France, whose 
churches heralded the transition to Gothic architecture. Significant ex¬ 
amples of the early Gothic style are provided by the churches of Zsambek, 

Ocsa and Belapatfalva, the last named being the only remaining example 
of a Cistercian church in Hungary. After the Mongol invasion in the middle 
of the 13th c. many towns were extended and fortified (Gyor, Esztergom, 

Pecs, Sopron) and castles were erected to protect the national borders (e.g. 
at Buda and Visegrad). The architecture of the late 14th and early 15th c. 
displays influences of both the cathedral of St Stephen in Vienna and the 
South German Parler family of artists, which at this time was active in 
Prague. The preponderant type of building in Germany in the late Middle 
Ages, the hall church, also spread to Hungary, with examples to be found in 
Koszeg, Sarospatak and Miskolc. The fan vaulting in the Gothic Reformed 
Church in Nyirbator testifies to the high level of accomplishment in the 
techniques of vaulting which then existed. The best-known sacred building 
in the Late Gothic style, the Church of Matthias on the castle hill in Buda¬ 
pest, did not receive the form it has today until it was rebuilt in the Neo- 
Gothic style at the end of the 19th century. 

In the 15th c, the importance of wall paintings came second to that of panel Painting 
paintings, the painted and carved winged altar becoming the main vehicle 
of religious art. Several regional schools existed, all of which reached a 
high artistic level. As a large number of paintings were either destroyed or 
Plundered during the Turkish wars, it is mainly works from the north and 
east of Hungary which have been preserved and these can be admired 
today in the museums of Budapest and in the Christian Museum in Esz¬ 
tergom. The outstanding artistic figure during the transition to the modern 
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period was the monogrammist M S, who worked in Hungary around 1500 
and left a series of precious altar panels to posterity. 


History of art 


Renaissance 


Jnder the rule of King Matthias I (period of reign 1458-90) and His wife 
Beatrice of Aragon from Naples, the Italian-influenced Early Rena ! s ^® 
)ecame established in Hungary. The royal residences in Buda and visegra 
,nd the queen's seat in Diosgyor near Miskolc became centres of Flo en 
ine Renaissance art. Architecture (Visegrad, the palace), sculpture (Vis 
irad, the Hercules fountain) and books (Biblioteca Corvmana) ^ 
lourished during the 15th c Italian artists, orthose who had been schoo e 
n their methods, were employed not only at the royal courtbuta| S oattn 
liocesan towns of Pecs and Esztergom. Besides Visegrad Palace the ou 
landing examples of Hungarian Renaissance art are the red marme 
iakocz Chapel in Esztergom Cathedral (now on the left of the entran _ 
loor) the Janos Vitez Hall in the bishop's palace at Esztergom with 
lumanistically conceived paintings, and the castlesin Sarospatak 
he defeat at the hands of the Turks atthe Battle of Mohacs in 1526 brougr 
n abrupt end to this artistic heyday. In 1541 Buda was conquerei " d an 
srge part of Hungary remained occupied by the Turks until 1686. Ottom** 
rt and culture became established in the Turkish-occupied area *_ * s 
ortunately, after the reconquest, many of their architectural monu n , va 
vere destroyed by the Habsburgs or were converted to other use ^. u _ 1 
ery few examples of their civilisation have been preserved, including 
wo mosques in Pecs and the minaret in Eger. In the Habsburg P a . 
he country many of the remaining castles were fortified with basuo _ 
he style of Italian fortresses, in order to ward off further advances oy 
'urks (Koszeg, Sarvar, Mosonmagyarovar, Siklos). 
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In Transylvania, the eastern part of Hungary, which had remained an 
independent principality, significant works of art of all types were pro¬ 
duced during the 16th and 17th centuries. 


History of art 


Baroque and Rococo 

Baroque and Rococo art in Hungary was fundamentally influenced by the 
fact that the country was part of the Habsburg empire. Large numbers of 
Austrian architects and fresco artists worked in Hungary in the 18th c. Large 
parts of Hungary had been in the hands of the Turks in the 17th c. and even 
after the Ottomans' withdrawal, the anti-Habsburg freedom struggles kept 
the country on a knife-edge. It was thus not until the 18th c. that the new 
style found its full flowering, whereas in other European countries, in 
particular Italy and France, the transition to Rococo had already been 
completed long before. 

The few Early and High Baroque artistic monuments in Hungary include the Architecture 
banqueting hall at the castle in Sarvar, the Jesuit church in Gyor and the 
Savoy Castle in Rackeve, which the renowned Viennese architect, Lukas 
von Hillebrandt designed for the "conqueror of the Turks", Prince Eugene 
of Savoy. His pupil, Andreas Mayerhoffer, with his designs for the castles at 
Godollo and Hatvan, developed a style of summer residence which the 
Hungarian landed nobility were to copy. Known as the Grassalkovich type 
of residence, after the prince who had originally commissioned Mayer- 
hoffer's famous castles, its main characteristics were the U-shaped 
ground-plan and the domed central section. 

The most important secular building of the Hungarian Baroque period is, 
however, Eszterhaza Palace in Period, which was built by the Habsburg 
loyalist Miklos Eszterhazy in 1760 after the model of the Palace of Versailles. 

Originally this summer residence was surrounded by an enormous park 



Baroque church in Szentgotthard 



Aitarpiece by Maulbertsch in Sum eg 
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laid out in the French geometric style and contained its own theat r . 
Chinese ballroom and many small pavilions. e - 

After the victory of the Counter-Reformation and the extensive recath 0 j 
icisation of large tracts of their empire by the Habsburgs, the construction 
of new churches became the most pressing task for architects and builder^ 
There was feverish activity, in particular in the diocesan towns of Egpf 
Szekesfehervar, Gyor and Veszprem. Here not only did the bishops build 
their residences in the Late Baroque style, but churches, town houses, 
public buildings and houses belonging to religious orders were all given a 
Baroque stamp. When the royal palace on the castle hill in Buda was altered 
and extended, the Italian architects Fortunato Prati and Antoni Martinelli 
were involved. In creating the fagade of the church in Szentgotthard, the 
prolific Viennese architect Franz Anton Pilgram launched a new style of 
church design, which was copied in numerous Late Baroque village 
churches (including the Serbian Orthodox diocesan church in Szentendre}, 
He replaced the familiar twin-towered fagade (well-known from such ex¬ 
amples as the Minorite Church in Eger and the abbey church inTihany) with 
an ornamental fagade with a single tower in the centre. 

Painting The Baroque period was the age of the art of illusion, and with painting 

making a major contribution to the total effect of a room, painters were in 
great demand in 18th c. Hungary to provide frescos and pictures for the 
churches and palaces. As with architects and stucco artists, they came 
predominantly from Austria and Italy or had learnt their craft in those 
countries. The most famous representative is Franz Anton Maulbertsch 
(1724-96), the virtuoso fresco artist who was born at Langenargen on Lake 
Constance. Evidence of his brilliant technique can be found in Sumeg, 
Gyor, Vac and Szekesfehervar. The painter Johann Lukas Kracker (1717-79) 
also worked at various locations in Hungary. With his painted ceiling in the 
Library Hall in the Lyceum in Eger he left the world a magnificent example 
of the Baroque art of illusion. 



Minhaty Munkacsy: "The Village Hero" 
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In the second half of the 18th c., during the transition to Classicism, what Mid-18th c. 
became known as the Mid- 18th c. Rococo style developed. The chief expo- Rococo 
nent of this style was the architect Jakob Fellner, who mainly worked for 
the Eszterhazy family (the former Lyceum in Eger; the castle in Tata, etc.). 

This Mid-18th c. style is characterised by the marriage of Late Baroque 
architectural forms with the pseudo-classical ornaments of Neo-Classi¬ 
cism, in particular the plaited garlands which gave the style its German 
name "Zopfstil” (Zopf = plait). 


19th century 

The Late Baroque plait style had prepared the way for Neo-Classicism with Neo-Classicism 
its architectural ornamentation, and this new artistic trend was to deter¬ 
mine the course of Hungarian architecture from about 1790 to the middle of 
the 19th c. One of the earliest ventures into this new style was made by the 
Viennese architect Isidore Canevale with his reconstruction of the cathe¬ 
dral in Vac (1760/70). Menyhert Hefele followed his example in 1791 with 
the diocesan church in Szombathely, and in the first half of the 19th c. the 
great neo-classical cathedrals of Eger and Esztergom were built to plans by 
the architect Joszef Hi!d (1789-1867). The city which is most influenced by 
Neo-Classicism is Debrecen, then a stronghold of Calvinism and anti- 
Habsburg views. It was these Calvinistic elements that embraced the sim¬ 
ple neo-classical style in preference to the prettiness of Rococo, which had 
associations with Catholicism andthe House of Habsburg. Neo-Classicism 
in Hungary took on the status of the country's first national style and as a 
result enjoyed great popularity in the Hungarian reform era of 1825-48. 


The neo-classical counterpart to Eszterhaza Palace in Fertod is Nagycenk 
Palace, situated not far away from it, which was the ancestral home of the 
old Hungarian family of Szechenyi. One of Hungary's most sought after 
architects of the period, Mihaly Pollack (1753-1835), worked on the rebuild¬ 
ing of this palace in the neo-classical style. Several town palaces in Buda¬ 
pest were built using his plans, as were the Evangelical church at Deak 
Square and the Hungarian National Museum (1837-46), his masterpiece. 

The 19th c. in Hungary was a century of nationalism and political reform. Historicism, 
The setting-up of the Austro-Hungarian double monarchy in 1867 guaran- Architecture 
teed Hungary greater independence than hitherto and its own parliament 
in Budapest, the building of which was entrusted to Imre Steindl (1839- 
1902). On the Pest bank of the Danube he designed a monumental set of 
buildings in the Neo-Gothic style, following the model of the English 
parliament. These offer a striking contrast to the Royal Palace, which lies 
further down the river on the castle hill. The new city hall in Pest was also 
designed by Steindl. After the settlement with Austria (1867) Budapest 
rivalled Vienna in displays of splendour. Miklos Ybl (1814-91) was one of 
the architects most in demand in the latter half of the 19th c. He designed 
many prestigious buildings, even whole streets, in the stylistic forms of the 
Neo-Renaissance and the Neo-Baroque (e.g. the Budapest State Opera). 

Many eminent sculptors also played their part in helping Budapest to 
acquire the identity of a major capital city. Alajos Strobl (1856-1926), the 
most important representative of this period, produced many fountains 
and sculptures, including the Matthias fountain on the castle hill, which 
depicts the legendary love story of King Matthias and the poor peasant 
maiden Ilonka. A complete picture of a town which grew up in this period is 
offered by Szeged, which was completely destroyed by floods in 1879 and 
then rebuilt during the last years of the century. 

Hungarian painting in the 19th c., in particular in the latter half, produced Painting 
some notable painters who are scarcely known at all elsewhere. Mihaly 
Munkacsy (1844-1900; see Famous People) is one of the few internation¬ 
ally known painters of this period. His genre and historical paintings can be 
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admired both in the D6ri Museum in Debrecen and in the Hunq ar 
National Gallery in Budapest, while the parliament building in Budap es l an 
decorated with his frescoes. Laszlo Paal (1846-79) and Pal Szinyei-JVter S 
(1845-1920; see Famous People), who were influenced by the French 
"plein air" school of Barbizon, paved the way for Impressionism i n Hun 
gary. Towards the end of the century a colony of artists grew up in |\)aga 
banya (today Baia Mare in Romania) under the leadership of Simon Hollosv 
(1857-1918). Among the members of this artistic community were Karol! 
Ferenczy (1862-1917) and Joszef Rippi-Ronai (1861-1927), whose pictures 
are to be seen in the Hungarian National Gallery in Budapest. 


Art Nouveau 




Architecture 


ir u mce building in Pecs 
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The art of the turn of the century, often referred to as "art nouveau", took 
on different forms in individual European countries, as is clear from the 
various names it was given: "art nouveau" in France and Belgium, the 
"modern style" in England and the "secessionist style" in Austria. Hungar¬ 
ian "art nouveau" grew up in the last decades of the 19th c., at a time when 
nationalism and the politics of magyarisation were reaching their zenith 
and Hungary was preparing for its millennium celebrations in 1896 with the 
utmost pomp. In forming a national architectural style (Hungarian "art 
nouveau" is also referred to as a national style), the wish was expressed for 
the country to free itself from Austrian and Habsburg domination. Delight 
in bright colours and a preference for splendour and sumptious orna¬ 
mentation were regarded as special Hungarian qualities and prized as the 
supposed legacy of the country's oriental traditions. 

The architecture of Hungary's art nouveau is characterised by its preoccu¬ 
pation with traditional folk motives, and it has very little in common with 
the geometric shapes of the Viennese secessionist style or the floral 


Dome of an art nouveau house in 


Szeged 
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motives of the Franco-Belgian art nouveau school, even if passing influen¬ 
ces of both these styles, as well as Neo-Baroque and Neo-Gothic forms can 
be observed, Typical Hungarian variants of art nouveau are the facades 
with their brightly-coloured majolica tiles. The predominantly floral 
designs on these tiles are derived from the wealth of ornamentation to be 
found in popular art, which was exploited even more in textile design. The 
buildings of Odon Lechner, the foremost exponent of Hungarian art nou¬ 
veau, can most readily be compared with the designs of the Spaniard 
Antoni Gaudi. 

The majority of buildings in the art nouveau style are to be found in 
Budapest itself, but there are also examples of architecture from this period 
in Kecskemet (town hall, Cifra-palota}, Szeged (Palais Rebk, etc.) and other 
Hungarian towns. The public baths at the Hotel Gellert in Budapest offer 
both recreation and artistic enjoyment at the same time, while in Pecs 
(Hotel Palatinus) and Szombathely (Hotel Savaria) the visitor can spend the 
night in hotels which have been rebuilt and refurbished in the style of this 
period. 

The main exponent and father of art nouveau in Hungary is Odon Lechner Odon Lechner 
(1845-1914), who belonged to the generation of the Viennese architect 
Otto Wagner (1841-1918). Lechner's early buildings are indebted to the 
Neo-Renaissance, while his main works display borrowings from Persian- 
Indian motives, the architect wishing to emphasise Hungary's eastern 
heritage. His most important buildings in chronological order are the town 
hall in Kecskemet (1890), the Museum of Arts and Crafts in Budapest 
(1891-96), the Geological Institute (1899) and the Post Office Savings Bank 
(1899-1901), both also in Budapest. Lechner's later buildings are charac¬ 
terised by their brightly-coloured fapade decorations in the form of majol¬ 
ica tiles, which were made in Pecs near Zsolnay. These slabs of 
pyrogranite, which were weatherproof and could be polished, were devel¬ 
oped at Zsolnay expressly for these facade constructions. It is no exagger¬ 
ation to say that they became the national building material of the period. 

The products of the Zsolnay ceramics firm, which achieved worldwide 
renown with their art nouveau vases, are now on show in the Zsolnay 
Museum in Pecs. At the apogee of the company's success it was producing 
a third of the entire ceramics output of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. 

Lechner's successors also used ornamental ceramic decorations on their 
buildings. The art gallery at Kecskemet (Cifra-palota), built in 1902 by Geza 
Markus (1872-1912), is a particularly decorative example of this style. 

Lechner's most important pupil was Bela Lajta (1875-1920), who continued 
his studies in Berlin and with Norman Shaw in London. In 1903 he colla¬ 
borated with Lechner to design the oriental-looking mausoleum for the 
Schmidl family at the Jewish cemetery on the Kozrna utca in Budapest. His 
later houses are less colourful and in their form are much more strictly 
controlledthan Lechner's. Lajta prefers fapadeswith red-brickcladding and 
the sparing use of flat ornamentation. He was responsible for a number of 
buildings in Budapest, including the commerce school in Vas Street (1910- 
13). His later work shows a Finnish influence, as are also the buildings of 
Karoly Kos (1883-1977), who discarded Lechner's ornamental style. Kos 
designed the church in Zebegeny (1908-09), the furnishing of which was 
carried out by the founder of the Godollo artists' colony, Aldar Korosfoi- 
Knesch (1863-1920). 

This colony of artists, which is comparable to the Germany artists' commu- Godollo 

nity in Worspwede in North Germany, played a central role in Hungarian art Artists' Colony 

nouveau painting and decorative arts. It was formed in 1902, when the 

painter Aldar Korosfoi-Kriesch moved with his family to the small country 

town of Godolloto the north-east of Budapest. Following the English "arts 

and crafts" model, a community of artists became established here, devot- 

Ir, g themselves to a rustic way of life as close to nature as possible, and 

seeing in popular art an important source of inspiration for their new 

artistic aims, One of the community's aims was also to create a modern 
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Hungarian national style. More and more artists started to follow (he 

movement and they are now known as the School of Godollo .Besides 

painters and sculptors, the movement included the architects Istvan Med- 
qyaszay (1877-1959} and Ede Toroczkai (1869-1945). The most important 
representative of the Godollo School, besides Korosfoi-Kriesch, was San- 
dor Nagy (1868-1950). For Nagy and his wife, Istvan Medgyaszay designed 
a red-brick house in the middle of an English landscaped garden. It became 
the quintessential art nouveau artist's villa, closely resembling its English 
model the “Red House" of William Morris. In stylistic terms the painters of 
Godollo are closely related to the English Pre-Raphaelites. For content the 
Godollo artists frequently drew on the themes of Hungarian mythology 
and legend - another indicator of their fervent nationalism. They believed 
that the foundations for a typical Hungarian style were to be found in the 
oral tradition of folk tales and legends. 


20th century 

One of the most famous Hungarian artists of the first half of this century 
was Laszlo Moholy-Nagy (1895-1946; see Famous People}. He mainly 
worked abroad and was director of the metal workshop at the Bauhaus in 
Dessau teaching the introductory course which all students had to follow. 
After the dissolution of the Bauhaus in 1933 Moholy-Nagy first went to 
London and then in exile to the USA. From 1937 to 1946 he was director of 
the “New Bauhaus" in Chicago, now the Institute of Design. He was most of 
all known for his experiments in the fields of photography and textile 
production. His compatriot Farkas Molnar, who also worked at the Bau¬ 
haus, was first and foremost an architect. In the early 1930s Molnar 
designed some dwelling houses in Budapest in the Bauhaus style. They are 
among the few examples in Hungary of such buildings being commis¬ 
sioned from artists. 



A return to archaic forms: building by Deszd Ekler in Nagykallo 
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Famous internationally as the founder of Op-Art was Victor Vasarely (b. 

1908; see Famous People), whose workscan be seen today in Pecs, Like his 
famous compatriot Moholy-Nagy, lie achieved considerable fame abroad 
and for many years lived in France. The abstract trend in art known as 
Op-Art began in the 1950s under his leadership. Vasarely explored in an 
almost scientific way the physical and psychic processes which make up 
the perceptions of a person experiencing a work of art and how the work of 
art makes its effect. 

In architecture Imre Makovecz, who designed the Hungarian pavilion at the Contemporary 
1992 EXPO in Seville, became the founder of a new "school", which for a architecture 
number of years now has enjoyed international recognition. Organic forms 
mixed with elements of traditional architecture characterise this new Hun¬ 
garian architectural style, in which, as with other art forms, the desire for 
national identity and freedom from the shackles of the socialist mode! of 
unity finds full expression, Impressive examples of this new "style" can be 
found in Sarospatak, Nagykallo and Siofok, etc. 


Music 


At the mention of "Hungarian folk music" we normally think of gipsy music Folk music 
— a misapprehension to which the Romantic composers of the 19th c. fell 
prey when they added so-called folk music to theircanon of forms. One has 
onlyto think of the "Hungarian Dances" of Brahms. Of course gipsy music, 
like paprika and the puszta, is part of Hungary, but it is not synonymous 
with traditional Hungarian folk music, which since the Middle Ages has 
only been passed down orally and would never have emerged from obscu¬ 
rity but for the pioneering efforts and research of Zoitan Kodaly and Bela 
Bartok. It consists of songs and dances accompanied by bagpipes and 



Gipsy music ... - ■ ■ ar, d folklore dances 
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flutes When peasant orchestras began to imitate gipsy bands in the 19th c 
they started to add the dulcimer and violin. Today Hungarian folk music i s 
once again in good hands in the "tanchaz" or dance halls, to be found j n 
many towns and villages, particularly in country districts. 

In spite of the fact that gipsies as a minority are afforded little respect j n 
Hungary, their contribution to the creation of a "genuine Hungarian 
atmosphere" is greatly appreciated, not least by the many foreign tourists 
who visit the country. From the 18th c. onwards, gipsy bands toured the 
countryside, providing the music for village celebrations, both large and 
small, for weddings, burials, fairs and other events calling for a musical 
backing. In the 19th c. municipal gipsy orchestras were formed, with clarin¬ 
ets, double bass and dulcimer, and the first violinist playing the melody. 
From the melting-pot of Hungarian folk music emerged the standard type 
of gipsy music which is well-known the world over for its sad, but also 
temperamental character. While it can be said that gipsies used to be born 
with a talent for music in their blood, nowadays musical children in Buda¬ 
pest attend the Rajko specialist music school, where they are prepared fora 
career as professional musicians. 

The oldest Hungarian musical monuments are to be found in the field of 
church music (the liturgy), and the fact that they were handed down is 
largely due to the wide use of written script in the cathedral schools. Church 
song in the vernacular started to become established in the 13th c. In the 
high and late Middle Ages the royal court was the centre of musical 
developments. In the wake of the crusaders, who crossed Hungary on their 
way to the Holy Land, there came itinerant minstrels, bringing western 
music into the country. At the same time royal Hungarian musicians visited 
the courts of Europe, where not only Hungarian songs, but also the national 
dances (ungaresca) in particular, were much admired. King Matthias, the 
first Renaissance ruler of Hungary, attracted many artists to his court, 
including Italian instrumentalists. Dutch-Burgundian and German music, 
however, also exerted a powerful influence on the musical life of the court. 

The years of Turkish domination which began in 1526, coupled with the 
division of the country into three, meant a drastic curtailment in the 
nation's musical life. The highly developed musical culture which had 
grown up around the bishops' and noblemen's seats and at the royal court 
temporarily came to an end in the chaos caused by the war and even its 
permanent records and monuments were destroyed. An exception was 
Transylvania, which enjoyed a cultural heyday during the 16th and 17th c. 
and maintained close contacts with Italy in the field of music. The most 
important forms of musical expression in the 16th c. were chants and epic 
song. The latter is also referred to as historical song, as it represented 
historical and contemporary events, in a sung form with an instrumental 
(often violin) accompaniment. Only the melodies of the songs have been 
handed down (e.g. in the "Cronica" of Sebestyen Tinodi, which appeared 
in 1538), notthe instrumental accompaniments. One ofthe most important 
musicians ofthe 16th c. was the virtuouso lutenist Balint Bakfark, who was 
also very highly thought of abroad. In the 17th c. the maintenance of 
Hungary's musical tradition was left to the monasteries and the nobility, 
especially those in the north and east of the country. Many noblemens 
courts, both large and small, had an orchestra which provided an accompa¬ 
niment for balls and other entertainments. At the homes of some of the 
more important nobility, these ensembles sometimes boasted as many as 
15 to 20 members, including violinists, trumpeters, organists, flautists and 
virginalists. Gamba players, guitarists and trombonists were also em¬ 
ployed as court musicians. In the 18th c. this tradition ofthe court orchestra 
continued, and it was not uncommon for them to include celebrated musi¬ 
cians among their ranks. The most famous example is probably that ofthe 
Austrian composer, Joseph Haydn, who served as kapellmeister to the 
court orchestra of the Eszterhazy family for almost 30 years. Organ and 
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virginal music (the virginal was a Baroque keyboard instrument, rather like 
a piano) occupied a special place in music of the Baroque period and works 
for these instruments have been handed down in four important hand¬ 
written collections. 

One special feature of Hungarian musical history is the Kuruzzen songs, Kuruzzen songs 
which originated around 1700 in the course of Hungary's struggle for 
freedom. They are a mixture of folk air and historical song and during the 
18th and 19th c. their tunes entered the realms of popular music. 

Verbunkos is the name given to a type of music which has been played Verbunkos 
since the 18th c. - mainly by gipsy bands - to recruit soldiers. It was 
originally a lively, often improvised form of instumental dance music, 
which later came to be sung as well. The "verbunkos style" which 
developed was considered to be typical Hungarian dance music in the 
19th c. and has been used by numerous composers in their works. 

Although it really counts as a serious music form, the style embodies so 
many popular elements that its melodies have been recorded by collectors 
of folk music. 


Hungary's musical culture was not alone in acquiring many bourgeois 19th century 
trappings during the 19th c. Musicians and composers {including Haydn, 

Berlioz and Beethoven) had their works performed in Buda and Pest, while 
in the provinces countless music societies were formed. The first copies of 
printed music were produced in Pest and a musical journal was founded. A 
forum was created for the new genre of opera or lyrical drama when the 
Hungarian National Theatre was opened in 1837. Verbunkos, which had 
been developing as a musical form since the beginning of the previous 
century, now enjoyed a golden period during thefirst half of the 19th c. and 
acquired the status of a national musical style. It was in this music that the 
csardas, soon to become the country's national dance, had its roots. Gipsy Csardas 
music was also based on verbunkos melodies, which led Ferenc (Franz) 
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Liszt (see Famous People) and his contemporaries to believe-mistakenly, 
that it was the repository of genuine Hungarian folk music. This popular 
misconception was only really rectified when in this century Kodaly and 

Bartok published their folk song collections. The composers of the Roman- 
tic tradition latched on to verbunkos melodies and gipsy music and by 
incorporating them into works conceived in the established forms of 
western music, they arrived at a synthesis of these two differing musical 

Liszt 

Erkel 

cultures, . 

The most important representatives of Hungarian romanticism were Franz 

Liszt and Ferenc Erkel (see Famous People}. Liszt fell under the spell of 
Hungarian gipsy music and during the 1840s and 1850s he composed his 
"Hungarian Rhapsodies”, while in his "Hungaria , first performed in Pest 
in 1856, folk elements are incorporated into a full-scale symphonic work. 

Ferenc Erkel composed a total of eight operas, including "Hunyadi Laszlo" 
and "Bank Ban", thereby ensuring his place in the annalsof musical history 
as the creator of Hungarian national opera. The formation of a genuinely 
Hungarian national style also owes much to Mihaly Mosony, little known 
nowadays, whose pioneering compositions embraced all musical genres 
from opera to vocal cantatas. At Liszt's instigation a class was set up in the 
Budapest Academy of Music (newly opened in 1875) to study Hungarian 
folk songs Around the turn of the century, folksong arrangements and 
operas such as "The Village Rascal” by the music teacher and composer 

Jeno Hubay enjoyed considerable popularity. Karoly (Karl) Goldmark 
(1830-1915), who was born in Keszthsly, achieved great fame, especially 
for his opera "The Queen of Sheba”. 

20th century 
Kodaly 

Bartok 

Hungarian music saw the advent of two towering artistic figures at the 
beginning of the 20th c.: Bela Bartok and Zoltan Kodaly (see Famous 
People). Kodaly set out for the first time in 1905 to research the wealth or 
Hungarian folk song and this marked the beginning of a new musical 
direction which was to supersede the romanticism of the previous century 
Together with Bela Bartok, who under Kodaly's influence also devoted 
himself to the collection of folk music, Kodaly discovered on his travels an 
almost inexhaustible repertoire of folk melodies, hitherto unknown and 
unrecorded, which for generations had been handed down una ■ 

Delayed by the First World War, Bartok's folk song collection (A_magyar 
nepdal”), comprising 320 melodies, appeared in 1924, while in 1937 Koda y 
published his work "Hungarian Folk Music" ("A magyar nepzene 1 which 
represented the very first attempt to analyse Hungarian folk music from a 
stylistic point of view, compare it with the music of neighbouring countries 
and place it in a historical context. This devotion to their country s s g 
not only became a lifetime's work for both men, but also had a P rotoUnc 
influence on their compositions. As a composer Bartok was able to take n 
place among the European avant garde of his time, his music being 
synthesis of modern musical language and the special distinguishing 
tures of Hungarian folk music. Kodaly remained more closely Indet5tea 
the musical traditions of his homeland and much of his dynamism wen 
into his duties as a professor of composition at the Academy of Music i 
Budapest. He influenced generations of Hungarian musicians (e.g. Anta 

Dorati, Tibor Seriy, Sandor Veress) who in turn continued to develop an 
transmit Kodaly's legacy, many of them in far-flung places ail over tn 
world. Kodaly also devoted himself to the theory of musical instructs 

Contemporary 

music 

with great success. 

Of the younger generation of composers who emerged after the Second 

World War, Gyorgy Kurtag (b. 1926), Gyorgy Lang (b. 1933) and Gyorgy 

Ligeti (b. 1923), the last named living elsewhere in Europe, have achieve 
international recognition. There is also a long list of Hungarian conductors 
and soloists who have made their way into the great concert halis of the 
world (Sir Georg Solti, Ferenc Fricsay, Gyorgy Szell, etc.). 

Operetta 

Operetta came to the fore in Hungary in the second half of the 19th c. 
through the work of Johann Strauss (the father) and others and achieved 
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great popularity. At the turn of the century this genre enjoyed a renaissance 
which was closely connected with the name of Ferenc (Franz) Lehar {see 
Famous People). The operetta tradition was maintained in Hungary 
through the works of Imre (Emmerich) Kalman (see Famous People), who 
became famous as the creator of the typical Hungarian operetta ("The 
Czardas Princess"). 


Literature 


The Hungarian language, which is of Finno-Ugrian origin, is a minority 
language in Europe, and the same fate is shared by Hungarian literature. 

From the 9th c. onwards the Hungarians had to fight for a place in Europe 
and were faced with the alternative of either measuring up to the might of 
the ruling powers which surrounded them or going under. This historical 
imperative had an equally decisive effect on Hungarian literature, manifes¬ 
ting itself in its desire to assert and to defend the national identity. During 
the long years of Hungary's oppression at the hands of foreign powers, 
poets and writers took on the role of prophets; in the heroes and martyrs 
which they portrayed they embodied the conscience and pride of the 
Hungarian nation. Their work was venerated for the sense of an individual 
cultural identity which it symbolised. 

Even in the 20th c. it has to be said that the only way Hungarian literature 
can make its way into the ranks of European masters is through translation. 

Only a small band of specialists was and is in a position to read Hungarian 
literature in the original. Conversely, even at the end of the last century 
reputable Hungarian writers were beginning to translate the works of 
world literature into Hungarian. 

With Latin literature holding a position of dominance, the earliest writings Middle Ages 

in the vernacular which have come down to us were recorded somewhat 

laterthan in other European countries. The earliest linguistic monument to 

have been preserved is a 13th c. Old Hungarian lament to the Virgin, itself 

an adaptation of a Latin hymn, and also a burial oration, Halottibeszed. In 

the 14th c. the early chroniclers narrated Hungary's early history, while 

court historians described the legends surrounding the royal dynasty. 


Hungarian literature gained ground during the humanist period. Literature Renaissance, 
in the vernacular gradually carved itself a place next to the Latin of the Reformation 
church. Janus Pannonius (1434-72) still wrote in Latin, but in contrast to the 
Latin of the church, his lyrics have a consciously secular quality. It was a 
sign of the Reformation that the New Testament was translated into Hun¬ 
garian by Janos Sylvester in 1541, while towards the end of the century the 
first translation of the whole of the Bible by Gaspar Karoli appeared. Most 
of these early literary works had as their subject-matter Christian and 
religious themes, such as sermons and translations of psalms, but these 
texts were crucial to the formation of a Hungarian literary language. Albert 
Szenci-Molnar (1574-1634) not only translated the psalter into Hungarian, 
but also produced the first Latin-Flungarian dictionary and a Hungarian 
grammar, in order to make his mother-tongue accessible to the rest of 
Europe. The first Hungarian poet of real standing was Balint Balassi (1554— 

94), who no longer felt impelled merely to deal with religious themes, but 
also treated chivalry and the arts of love ("ars amatoria") in his sonorous 
verses. 

Secular poetry began to develop, even if to start with its readership was I7th/I8th 
restricted to a small circle of scholarly nobles. In the Baroque epic poem centuries 
"The Siege of Sziget'' Miklos Zrinyi (1620-64) tells the story of the struggle 
between the old ruling knights and the Turks - a vast battle panorama in 
which individual experiences come to the foreground. The European 
Enlightenment also found expression in Hungary. Faced with Austrian 
domination, which meant that German was elevated to the status of the 
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official language, Hungarians tried to consolidate their sense of national 
consciousness by creating their own literature. From this resulted a g enu 
inely popular literature, while in the style of Anacreontic poetry there was a 
blossoming of the most charming love lyrics. One of the most important 
poets of this period was Mihaly Csokonay-Vitez (1773-1805), who quite 
deliberately made use of West European Baroque and Rococo traditions 
and at the same time saw his role as a popular innovator, creating a style of 
poetry which clearly presages the advent of Romanticism. 

The main feature of 19th c. literature is the dominating position occupied 
by poetry. This was the medium in which the most gifted of Hungarian 
writers expressed themselves. With the advent of Romanticism Hungarian 
literature reached its first great peak, having had, in comparison with 
German and French literature, no real classical period. In the vanguard of 
the Romantic movement is the lyric and epic poet Mihaly Vorosmarty 
(1800-55) who found in a world of mythical and irrational images the 
stimulus for a newly-awakened national self-esteem. The pre-revolution¬ 
ary freedom movement "Young Hungary" took up the ideas of Bornes and 
Heine, while the epoch as a whole is coloured by the pathos of the freedom 
poetry which bitterly opposed Habsburg dominance and the power of the 
nobility. The outstanding figure of the age is the poet Sandor Petofi (1823- 
49). Even today Petofi is still thought of as the national poet of Hungary. The 
political aspirations and dreams which were left unfulfilled after the failure 
of the 1848 revolution had already been anticipated by Petofi in his poetry 
of liberation which captured the popular mood so closely in its glorification 
of Hungarian nationhood. Janos Arany (1817-82) provides an important 
link between the feudal era and the age of the bourgeois-democratic fight 
forfreedom. In his ballads and poems, the olden times and the modern age 
are brought together. 

The first great epic works appeared in the second half of the 19th c. Mor 
Jokai (1825-1904) wrote exotically sprawling light novels with a proli¬ 
ficness worthy of Sir Walter Scott. The ideals which Jokai embodied have 
spread far beyond the borders of the country, offering a prototype, albeit 
somewhat sentimentalised, of a way of life which is genuinely Hungarian. 
The stark wind of realism was blowing through the whole of European 
literature during this period, but did not have an impact in Hungary until the 
works of Kalman Mikszath (1847-1910). The well-judged descriptive pas¬ 
sages in his novels provide satirical portrayals of the life and mores ot a 
threatened society. A considerable sensation was caused by his nove 
"Strange Marriage", which used the Hungarian "cultural struggle as a 
context for a trenchant criticism of official Catholic attitudes to marriage. 

At the beginning of the 20th c. the founding of the magazine "Nyugat 
("West"; 1908) became a focal point for the development of a modern 
Hungarian avant garde literature, oriented towards Western Europe. At the 
centre of this movement stands the symbolist Endre Ady (1877-19191, 
whose fresh lyrical use of language proved a magnet for the young and 
cosmopolitan men of letters who gathered around him. In contrast to the 
nationalist writers, Ady stood for the rebirth of Hungarian poetry. Aftermis 
death the magazine was taken over by the poet Mihaly Babits (1883-19411- 
He was advocate of "pure poetry" and in his own person he united the 
conflicting trends which were at work in both Hungarian and European 
literature. The "Nyugat" circle included one ofthe best known of all writers, 
the storyteller and dramatist Zsigmond Moricz (1879-1942). His novels 
("Behind God's Back", 1922; "The Relations", 1930-32) are mainly set in 
village or small-town milieus and offer a realistic portrayal of peasant life. 

In the trilogy "Erdely" (1922-35) Moricz describes life in Transylvania in the 
17th century. 

Certain writers became leading figures of a movement which displayed 
involvement at a human level while never allowing itself to be forced into 
toeing a doctrinaire party line. They include Attila Joszef (1905-37), Tibor 
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Dery (1894-1977), Gyula lllyes (1902-83) and Laszlo Nemeth (1901-75). 
They express their convictions in a realistic, at times highly personal style, 
devoid of any illusions. The poet Atlila Joszef, ihe son of proletarian 
parents, brings a new tone into his verses. They are motivated by despair 
and a sense of outrage at the sufferings of the poorest in society. His 
attempts to reconcile Marx and Freud led to his expulsion from the illegal 
communist party, but until his suicide in 1937 Joszef remained true to his 
socialist ideals. 

Tibor Dery ("The Answer", 1950-52; "The Unfinished Sentence", 1933, 
although not published until after the war; "Mr G. A. in X", 1964) was 
forced to emigrate after the downfall of the Hungarian soviet republic. His 
first short novel was published in "Nyugat". The age of modern contem¬ 
porary Hungarian literature is ushered in with Dery. Since the end of the 
Second World War he has taken his place among the central figures of 
Hungarian literary life with his stories and novels. In 1956 Dery supported 
the popular uprising and as a result was imprisoned - the former prize- 
winning poet finding himself ostracised. As a convinced humanist he 
refused to have anything to do with one-sided party literature, the theme of 
his work being the conflict of interests between a subjectively convinced 
communist and the official party line. 

Gyula lllyes ("I Speak of Heroes", 1932; "Petofi Sandor", 1936; "Luncheon 
in the Castle , 1962) has also endeavoured to make himself a defender of 
those who have been marginalised and deprived of their rights. His soci¬ 
ological work on the puszta is a rousing study of the living conditions of the 
peasant population. His poem "A Proposition about Tyranny", written in 
the disturbing months of the autumn of 1956, was never able ro be pub¬ 
lished in his lifetime. Unlike Dery, lllyes, who always enjoyed the protection 
of the party, never dared risking an open split with the authority of the state, 
even when the contents of his writings amounted to insubordination. 

The literature of this century can also boastthe realistic novels and dramas 
of Laszlo Nemeth ("Mask of Sorrow", 1936; "As the Stone Falls", 1947; 
"The Power of Pity", 1965), whose characters refuse to accept a hostile 
environment. 


Of outstanding merit because of the incorruptibility and self-sufficiency of Outsiders 
their new lyrical language are the poets Miklos Radnoti (1909-44) and 
Sandor Weores (1913-89). Radnoti was murdered as a Jew in a labour 
camp, his idealistic search for perfection and purity of language in his 
poetry being dashed to pieces by the barbarity of the real world. Weores 
fascinates by his artificial lingustic experiments and the phenomenal 
wealth of poetic forms he has at his disposal. He opposes the real world of 
human experience with a cosmic set of visions. 

In the first half of the 20th c. Hungarian literature had made contact with the Contemporary 
Classical Moderns of European literature and in so doing went through literature 
such a rich development that today it can hold its own against almost any 
other "minor" European literature. Contemporary Hungarian writers are 
now being translated into many languages and rewarded with interna¬ 
tional prizes. Going back to the inter-war years there have been two trends 
jri Hungarian literature which are still felt to this day: on the one hand the 
'populists", who have elevated village life and Hungarianness to the sub¬ 
ject-matter of literature; on the other hand the "urbanists", who con¬ 
sciously see themselves as Europeans and cosmopolitans and whose 
outlook is shaped by urban living. To this latter tradition belong the maga¬ 
zine "Nyugat" and the journal "Ujhold" (new moon), which wasfounded in 
1946 but banned in 1948 because it was incompatible with communist 
aims. While the "populist" writers were more or less tolerated, because 
JJiey were prepared to compromise with those in power, the majority of the 
urbanists" met with continual censorship, a ban on publication of their 
writings, and even imprisonment. In spite of these obstructions and intimi¬ 
dations, which were more restrained during the Kadar years than those 
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Novelists 

Older generation 

experienced in other East European countries, post-war Hungarian litera¬ 
ture saw the development, particularly after 1956, of an extraordinary 
variety and intensity of literary activity, which reached out far beyond the 
present borders of Hungary itself. Present-day Hungarian literature is 3n 
extremely vibrant literature, which revels in narrative and linguistic experi- 
merit. It can consist of harsh, realistic descriptions, bitterly ironic satire, 
surrealist-alienating storytelling methods, gently lyrical prose, and uses 
techniques which are both fresh and relevant, The reader will find exciting 
narratives full of tension, often couched in a precise pithy style and with an 
almost boisterously wild exuberance. 

The “old masters" of contemporary literature are Ivan Mandy (b. 1918) and 
Miklos Meszoly (b. 1921). Mandy's extensive output of novels and stories 
("The Women of the Fabulya", 1966; "On the Edge of the Playing-Field", 
1971; "What's the Matter, Old Man?” 1975) are packed with scenes show¬ 
ing the life and people of Budapest. In a style tending towards Neo-Realism 
he displays a narrative method which creates its own dramatic flow by 
means of gripping dialogue and "cinematic" editing of his material. With 
Meszofy ("Torn Map", 1976; "Flashback", 1980; "Winged Horses", 1991) 
contemporary Hungarian literature finally achieves the breakthrough to 
modernity. Traditional narrative techniques are broken down and a new 
perception of language and reality emerges, comparable with the French 
"nouveau roman". Experiences are elaborately analysed and then reas¬ 
sembled into new coded pictures, with language itself acquiring its own 
iridescent dynamic. 

Middle 

generation 

The outstanding writer of this generation is Gyorgy Konrad (b. 1933), who 
has been showered with international prizes and has been president of the 
international P.E.N. since 1990. Through his personal and artistic involve¬ 
ment as a writer, Konrad has become a leading figure of Hungary's demo¬ 
cratic opposition. In his novels ("The City Founder", 1977; The 
Accomplice", 1980; "Ghost Party", 1989), which have urban settings, he 
takes as his subject the destruction and corruptibility of the individual in the 
face of the overweening power of the state. No other writer has exercised 
his mind as much over the fate of intellectuals in Eastern Europe, caught 
between the conflicting needs of conformity and resistance. No other 
writer has expressed this dilemma in words of such tormented eloquence. 

In his political essays ("Antipolitics. Central European Meditations', 1985, 
"The Melancholy of Rebirth", 1992) Konrad has taken on the role of a 
spokesman, initiating discussion on the rebirth of Central Europe as a 
cultural area - as opposed to the stark political confrontation of the two 
blocks - and he has written passionately against the artificial division of 
Europe. The majority of his novels and essays were never able to appear in 
Hungary before 1989 and could only be read there by means of Samisdat 
publications. 

Younger 

generation 

Central to this generation are two writers, Peter Nadas (b. 1942) and Peter 
Esterhazy (b. 1950). Both of them describe in a very characteristic way the 
state of Hungarian society at the end of the Kadar era, 

Nadas is a master at interweaving the smaller family story with the larger 
canvas of political history ("End of a Family Novel", 1979). Starting out 
from individuals' personal lives and viewpoints he goes on to depict a 
whole era ("Book of Memory", 1986). No other Hungarian writer before 
him had dealt with the divisions and changes of this century in the same 
historical, philosophical and literary way. In powerful complex sentences 
he blends a sense of time with the observation of people's feelings, using 
subjective experience to achieve a new synthesis in reinterpreting the 
history of this century. 

Esterhazy captivates the reader with the irony and sense of the absurd 
which runs through his highly stylised prose ("Small Hungarian Pornog- 
raphy", 1984; "Hrabal's Book", 1992). For him language represents an 
artistic provocation which deceitfully turns sense into nonsense, order into 
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disorder and can grotesquely interchange present and past. In a program¬ 
matic way Eslcrhazy tries to defend the autonomy of the artist, not politi¬ 
cally, but through the freedom of language. There is no other Hungarian 
writer who stands so clearly in the imperial tradition of satirical-comic 
literature as Esterhazy. 

Two other novels are representative of present-day Hungary. In "The Cir¬ 
cumcision” (1990) Gydrgy Dalos (b. 1943) describes the confusion and 
desperation of a Jewish childhood in the 1950s from an ironically detached 
viewpoint. In "Satan's Tango'' (1985) Laszlo Krasznahorkai (b. 1954) uses 
melancholy metaphors to encapsulate in gloomily ironic pictures the 
decline of a society which no longer has the strength leftto resist its fate. A 
feature of all Hungarian contemporary literature up to the end of the 1980s 
has been this fascinating vacillation between irony and melancholy, be¬ 
tween resistance and submission. 

Whereas the 19th c. was the century of poetry in Hungarian literature, it is Poetry 
the modern novel which has assumed a pre-eminent position in the 20th c. 
Nevertheless Hungary's thriving poetic tradition has continued without 
interruption. One of the most impressive poets at the present time is 
Gybrgy Petri (b. 1943). In his own highly individual way he incorporates 
into his verse such themes as powerlessness and rebellion, hope and 
resignation, struggle and failure, love and hate ("Degenerating into Hope", 

1986; "Beautiful and Pitiless Masquerade", 1989). His poetic and political 
commitment did not please those in power and for many years publication 
of Petri's work was banned. That there are many other young talents 
emerging, some with astonishing verbal skills, is attested by the 1990 
anthology "Medium Art", in which 50 poets and poetesses presented their 
work to the public. 


Film 


Hungary can lay claim to a well-established film culture, both in thefield of 
feature films as well as documentaries. The history of this medium began 
in Hungary in 1896 with the first film showings in Budapest and 1912 saw 
the opening of the first film studio, producing its own films. The two 
outstanding directors of the 1920s and 1930s were without doubt Mih^ly 
Kertesz (see Famous People), who made a career in America as Michael 
Curtiz, and Sandor Korda (later Sir Alexander Korda), who settled in Lon¬ 
don in 1931 and started a production company there. One of the classics of 
the silent film era was his 1931 film "The Private Life of Henry VIII" with 
Charles Laughton in the leading role. Hungary's own zealously productive 
film industry was nationalised for the first time during the period of the 
soviet republic (the second nationalisation followed in 1948). As a result 
many artists, including Korda, left the country and worked elsewhere in 
Europe or in America. After the Second World War the Hungarian film 
industry again achieved international recognition, largely through the 
offices of Geza Radvanyi, whose film "Valahol Euoopaban" ("Anywhere in 
Europe", 1947) achieved a huge success. The post-war generation of direc¬ 
tors was mainly influenced by Italian Neo-Realism, an important theme of 
their films being the effect of political and social conditions on the day-to- 
day life of the individual. Important representatives of this period were 
Zoltan Fabri ("Professor Hannibal", 1955) and Felix Mariassy. The sixties 
and seventies also saw the emergence of a series of notable directors, 
many of whom were graduates of the newly-founded film institute. Mr os 
Jancso is the leading figure of this generation. Having a key role in his films, 
such as "Meq ker a nep" ("The Red Psalm", is the search for new forms and 
techniques and his work is characterised by symbolism, uncompromising 
Picture composition and long takes. The examination of a neuralgic 
moment in Hungarian history, the uprising of 1956 , is the theme of the 1966 
film "Apa" ("Father") of Istvan Szabo. With his film based on the novel 
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"Mephisto" by Klaus Mann, which was awarded an Oscar by America's 
film critics, Szabo moved into the international limelight. Among younger 
contemporary film-makers mention should be made of Peter Bacso and 
Marta Meszaros, who achieve artistic results by addressing Hungary's 
problems, both past and present, with unstinting rigour. The dissolution of 
the state film company and the economic decline which Hungary has 
experienced since the political changes of 1989 have had far-reaching 
consequences for the film industry. A privately financed successor to the 
state film company, known as "MafilrrT, is now responsible for promoting 
and marketing Hungarian films. 


Folk art 


Hungary possesses a rich folk tradition, preserved in the numerous small 
local and folk museums to be found in the provinces, and also kept alive by 
the various displays of folk song and dance, not to mention souvenir shops, 
which cater for tourists. A recurring motive in Hungarian folk art is the 
stylised pattern of flowers, which is to be found in all manner of forms - 
whether as embroidery or applique on coats, jackets, blouses and aprons, 
as a colour-print on bed and table linen, as a painted addition to furniture 
and walls and, during the art nouveau period, as a house decoration in the 
form of majolica tiles. Bright colours such as red, blue, yellow and green 
predominate, but there is also a long tradition of black or red patterns on a 
white background or red on black. Centres for the production of textiles 
using these folk designs include Mezbkovesd in the former Matyo region 
(near Eger), Buzsak (south of Balaton), Kalocsa and Holloko in the former 
settlement area of the Paloz, who were also famous for their wood-carving 
and weaving traditions. The traditional embroidered blouses and aprons 
for women are the counterpart of the men's traditional leather jackets 
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(szur), decorated with embroidery and applique. The traditional dress of 
the csikos, or horsemen, can be admired either in museums or at the 
horse-riding displays in the Bugac and Hortobagy puszta. This dress con¬ 
sists of blue linen breeches, a white shirt, a black waistcoat and over this a 
long leather coat or a weatherproof sheepskin cape. The dress also in¬ 
cluded the black broad-rimmed felt hat, which is fastened under the chin 
with a leather strap. 

Beside the production of textiles, which includes the famous Kiskunhalas 
lace, Hungary also has a long tradition of making pottery, particularly in the 
Great Plain. 
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William Lilligow 
(1582-1645?) 


Edward Gibbon 
(1737-94} 


Now as for the soil of Hungary, and kingdom itself, and for the goodness of 
it, it may be termed the granary of Ceres, the garden of Bacchus, the 
pasturage of Pan, and the richest beauty of Sylvan; for I found the wheat 
here growing higher than my head, the vines overlooking the trees, the 
grass justling with my knees, and the high sprung woods threatening the 
clouds; surely, if I should enter on particulars here, I have more subject to 
work upon than any kingdom that ever I saw. 

Rare Adventures and Painfull Peregrinations, 1614-32 

Arms and freedom have ever been the ruling, though too often the un¬ 
successful, passion of the Hungarians, who are endowed by nature with a 
vigorous constitution of soul and body. 

The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, 1776-88 


Edward Daniel 

Clarke 

(1769-1822) 


Matthew Arnold 
(1822-88) 


Karl Baedeker 
(1846) 
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Budapest 

The Danube separates the two cities, in other respects one. Buda is upon an 
eminence above the western, and Pest below upon the eastern bank. Pest is 
a very large and handsome city, the streets are full of shops; and there are 
two theatres: there is also a handsome theatre at Buda. We were quite 
surprised bythe magnificence ofthese two cities, of which so little is known 
in other parts of Europe. Pest, situated in a plain, is adorned with public 
edifices, erected in a style of grandeur and elegance: it also boasts of a 
University; although as little heeded by the Universities of England, as 
Cambridge and Oxford are by its Hungarian Professors. 

The principal part of the road from Bakabanya to Schemnitz exhibits that 
grandeur of scenery which is represented by the best pictures of Gaspar 
Poussin: but some respects of it display the richer and milder dispositions 
of landscape characteristic of the work of Claude. 

Travels in Various Countries, 4th edn. 1818 

Hungarians! Save the world!, Renew the stories 
Of men who against hope repelled the chain, 

And make the world's dead spirit leap again! 

On land renew that Greek exploit, whose glories 
Hallow the Salaminian promontories. 

And the Armada flung to the fierce main. 

Sonnet to the Hungarian Nation, 1849 

Budapest 

Both towns, Obuda with 30,000 inhabitants, the respected older town with 
a completely German atmosphere, the seat of the Palatinus and the whole 
administration, Pesth, the newer blossoming and thoroughly Hungarian 
town, exclusively devoted to trade and making money, with 75,000 inhabit¬ 
ants, are linked by a chain bridge, the foundation stone of which was laid in 
August 1842. The Danube here is some 1500ft wide. 

A hundred years ago Pest was an unimportant place, but is at present the 
most heavily populated commercial city in Hungary. The side facing the 
Danube consists of a long row of beautiful buildings, in the midst of which 
are the theatre and the Redoutensaal. At the upper end of the wharf is the 
national casino with reading rooms, a billiard room, and a ballroom. . ■ • 

The Hungarian language is naturally the most common language of the 
country, but almost as much German can be heard, A knowledge of Latin, 
even fluency is often found among the middle classes_ 
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The upper part of Obuda, the fortress, lies on the summit of a hill which 
dominates the surroundings. The finest building is the palace of the Arch¬ 
duke Palatinus on the south-eastern slope of the hill with a fapade 564ft 
long. It was built in the reign of Karl VI on the same site where the castle of 
the Hungarian king Matthias Corvinus had stood, in the chapel are kept the 
Hungarian crown and the other crown jewels. 

The surroundings of Obuda offer an opportunity for many worth-while 
excursions. From several points of the fortress there are fine views over 
both towns, the majestic river and the wide plain. In the much-visited 
garden is a summer theatre, a so-called arena. The Palatinus, or Margaret 
Island in the Danube is popular as a place of recreation, as are the beautiful 
and large Palatinus Garden near the royal castle, the Promontorium, or 
Eugenius Hill, one and a quarter hours from the town, where in a charming 
vineyard stands a mansion built by the famous Eugene, and the Johannis- 
berg from which a panoramic view can be enjoyed. The hills of Obuda are 
covered with vineyards which produce the excellent Obuda wine about 
200,000 barrels a year. Adelsberg and Turkenblut are the best varieties. 

A Handbook for Travellers in Germany and the Austrian Imperial Cities , 
1846 
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Suggested Routes 


The following suggested routes should be useful for those planning jour¬ 
neys by car through the country, without preventing the traveller from 
making his own choices as well. The routes given take into account as far as 
possible the main sights and monuments of the country. The route descrip- 
tiorts also have details of variations and detours. The guide-book also 
comes with a map which will facilitate detailed planning. Localities, in¬ 
cluding towns and villages, which are described in the section "Hungary 
from Ato Z" under a separate entry, appear in the route descriptions in bold 
type, while descriptions of other places mentioned can be looked up using 
the index. 

The distances given in these route overviews are rounded up and refer to 
the most direct route available. For detours and variations the appropriate 
additional distances are given. 


1. From Mosonmagyarovar to Budapest i 70 km/ioe miles 


Coming from Vienna, the visitor crosses the Austrian-Hungarian border at Nickelsdorf 
Nickelsdorf and after almost 15km/9 miles reaches the first town of any Border Crossing 
size, Mosonmagyarovar (castle, spa), About halfway between Moson- 
magyarovar and Gyor, some 6km/4 miles south of the main road, stands 
the Benedictine church of Lebenymiklos, which, with Jak and Zsambek, is 
one of the most important Romanesque buildings in Hungary. The town of 
Gyor is famous for its unique historic centre with countless Renaissance 
and Baroque buildings. From Gyor it is well worth making a detour to the 
Benedictine abbey of Pannonhalma, which is the leading abbey of that 
order in Hungary and is surrounded by fine views (16km/10 miles south¬ 
east of Gyor; Road 82 as far as Ecs and then 3km/2 miles on a country road). 

The stretch of motorway between Gyor and Budapest (Ml) goes past the 
lake town of Tata, which owes its Baroque appearance to the Eszterhazy 
family. South of Tata are the Vertes Mountains, which are well worth 
visiting. The towns of Majk-Puszta (formerly Kamaldulens Abbey) and 
Csakvar are also interesting. Between Tata and Budapest, about 20km/ 

12 miles before the capital and 7km/4 miles north of the motorway (Exit 
Herceghalom) lies the small village of Zsambek with the imposing ruin of a 
Romanesque dynastic church. 


2. From Sopron to Budapest 420km/26i miles 


Coming from Vienna (Roads 16 and 332), the Hungarian frontier is crossed Klingenbach 

at Klingenbach. Only about 10km/6 miles beyond the border is Sopron, one Border Crossing 

of the most beautiful towns in Hungary with a large number of medieval 

and Baroque buildings. Almost 30km/19 miles to the east of Sopron stands 

Fertod, the largest and most famous Baroque palace in Hungary (also 

known as the "Hungarian Versailles"), the former residence of the Esz- 

terhazy family. From Fertod it is possible to carry on south on minor 

country roads to Koszeg, which besides Jurisics Castle boasts many pretty 

and historic squares and houses. Passing through Szombathely (24km/ 

15 miles to the south; bishop's palace and Savaria Museum), we come to 
the river town of Sarvar (about 25km/16 miles east of Szombathely), where 
the castle is worth a visit. From Sarvar Road 84 (going south) provides the 
most direct link with Lake Balaton (about 67km/42 miles). Following this 

< Reformed church in the open-air museum at Szentendre 
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road, after about 40km/25 miles the visitor should on no account fail t 0 visit 
the parish church of Christ's Ascension in the little town of Sumeg, where 
Franz Anton Maulbertsch created the most magnificent of all his frescos. 
15km/9 miles south of Sumeg and only a few kilometres to the east of the 
main road in the volcanic scenery of the Balaton hinterland is the little town 
of Tapolca with a lake cavern which is well worth seeing. After another 
1 0k m/6 miles we reach the north shore of Lake Balaton. Its varied land¬ 
scape (volcanic, mountainous outcrops covered with vineyards, bays and 
beaches, etc.) and mild climate make it a popular place with holidaymakers, 
both from Hungary and abroad. Following the shore road, the first place we 
come to on the right-hand side is Keszthely, a lively resort at the southern¬ 
most point of the lake (beach bathing-pool). Art lovers will wish to see the 
castle of the Festetics family. Just 6krm/4 miles to the north-east of Kesz¬ 
thely is the spa Heviz, which is famous well beyond the borders of Hungary 
because of its unique thermal lake. Returning to Keszthely we follow Road 
71, which skirts the northern shore of the lake and passes all the resorts 
situated there. The main attractions are the scenically beautiful Tihany 
peninsula, with its famous abbey, and the resort of Balatonfured, with its 
long tradition as a watering-place. From Tihany it is worth making a trip to 
Nagyvazsony (just under 20km/12 miles to the north-west; a pretty village 
with Kinizsi Castle). After Balatonfured we leave the shores of Lake Balaton 
and take Road 73 to Veszprem (about 15km/9 miles). On the rocky spur 
which dominates the town are the buildings which make up the former 
episcopal and royal residences, many of which are now closed. From 
Veszprem the fast Road 8 takes us after 44km/27 miles to the old royal town 
of Szekesfehervar, which can also boast some exceptional monuments 
(the foundation walls of the oldest royal church in Hungary and the marble 
sarcophagus which for a long time was thought to be the tomb of King 
Stephen I). Just 10km/6 miles south of Szekesfehervar, in the little town o 
Tac, is the site of one of the largest Roman towns on Hungarian soil 
(Gorsium-Herculia) to have been uncovered (it can be quickly reached via 
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the M7 motorway}. The shortest route to Budapest is via tlm M7 motorway, 
but the route using Road 70, which skirts the southern shore of Lake 
Velencei, is more attractive. This route also passes through the village of 
Martonvasar. Here, in the Neo-Gothic castle belonging to the Brunswick 
family, the composer Ludwig van Beethoven was often a guest (small 
commemorative museum, fine park). 


3. From Budapest to the Danube Bend i30km/8i miles 


A popular area to visit from Budapest is the Danube Bend, to the north-west 
of the capital, where the visitor will find old towns and captivating scenery. 
We leave Budapest on Road 11 and after passing through a long ribbon of 
suburban development come to the little artists' town of Szentendre on the 
left bank of the Danube. It is definitely worth making a detour into the Pilis 
Mountains to visit the largest open-air museum in Hungary, about 3km/2 
miles north-west of the town on the Visegrad road. A few kilometres further 
north from Szentendre, at Tahitotfalu, there is a bridge spanning the west¬ 
ern arm of the Danube and leading across to Szentendre Island, which has a 
ferry connection with Vac (beautiful view). The pretty little Baroque town of 
Vac also makes a good starting-point for excursions into the Borszony 
Mountains and the Cserhat Uplands. From Vac it is best to follow Road 12 
as far as Nagymaros, from where there is a ferry to Visegrad. The citadel 
ruins, at the foot of which was excavated the Renaissance palace of King 
Matthias I, are visible from a considerable distance. The section of the 
Danube between Visegrad and Esztergom is particularly beautiful because 
of the wooded slopes of the two mountain ranges which face one another 
across the river. Esztergom is one of the most important episcopal and 
royal towns in Hungary with an imposing cathedral and the former royal 
and diocesan palace. Those not wishing to proceed directly back to Buda¬ 
pest can take the route through the Pilis Mountains (Esztergom — Pomaz - 
Budapest). 


4. From Budapest to northern Hungary 260km/i62 miles 


We leave Budapest in an easterly direction on the E 71, the great transport 
axis leading to northern and eastern Hungary, which runsthroughthe area 
connecting the southern foothills of the North Hungarian Mountains and 
the Great Plain. The first stop after Budapest is Goddlio, famous as the 
former summer seat of the Hungarian queen and Austrian empress Elisa¬ 
beth "Sissy" (Grassalkovich Palace). About 30km/19 miles beyond Godollo 
the E 71 passes the little town of Hatvan; from here detours can be made to 
Jaszbereny, centre of the Jazygen population, and, going north, into the 
Cserhat Mountains, where at Holloko an old Palozen village has been 
classified as a historical monument and opened to visitors as a museum 
village (just before Paszto on Road 21, then along the side road to Szec- 
seny). Gyongyds, 25km/16 miles east of Hatvan, is the gateway to the Matra 
Mountains and enjoys great popularity with holidaymakers. On Road 24 
the visitor will come to the main tourist centres of Matrahaza and Parad- 
furdo; it is possible to travel further along this road to Eger (alternatively 
use the well maintained, if less interesting E 71). In this Baroque town 
(Lyceum, former Minorites church) with its massive neo-classical cathedral 
the visitor is recommended to make the ascent to the castle, which was one 
of the most important borderfortifications in the country during theTurkish 
Wars (view). Between Eger and Miskolc we can either take the fast E 71 or 
alternatively a less direct route through the wooded Bijkk Mountains (via 
Relapatfalva and Szilvasvarad; toll road from Szilvasvarad), which boast 
highly attractive scenery. From Miskolc the Aggetelek National Park can be 
reached, either by Road 26 (a country road from Putnok onwards) or by the 
Road 27 (a minor road) through the Bodva Valley. The national park's 
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Typical scenery in the Great Plain 


unique karst landscape is a very popular place with visitors, most of all on 
account of the enormous dripstone caves at Baradia (conducted tours), but 
also because it offers excellent opportunities for walking and rambling. 


5. Circular trip through the east of Hungary 3 Q 0 km/i 86 miles 


Starting point 
Miskolc 


From Miskolc we take Road 37 to Sarospatak, a small peaceful town on the 
Bodrog with an interesting Renaissance castle (museum). In orderto reac 
Tokaj, it is necessary to return along Road 37 for about 25km/16 miles, t 
little wine town is situated at the confluence of the Bodrog and the Tisza 1 
the centre of the wine-producing region of Tokaj-hegyalja. In the Rakocz 
cellar (tour of the old wine cellar) it is possible to taste the famous lo J 
wine. From Tokaj we follow Road 38 in a southerly direction and after about 
30km/19 miles reach Nyiregyhaza. The town itself has little to offer the 
tourist, but in contrast the Tisza countryside to the north and east o 
Nyiregyhaza is full of delightful discoveries (with a good network of srrsa 
country roads}. As a starting-point for shorter excursions the visitor can use 
either Kisvarda (about 45km/28 miles north-east of Nyiregyhaza on the t 
77) or Vasarosnameny (about 50km/31 miles north-east on Road 41). In 
Nyirbator, about 35km/22 miles east of Nyiregyhaza, there are two super 
churches. 

Just under 50km/31 miles to the south of Nyiregyhaza lies the former 
Calvinist stronghold of Debrecen, which still retains the character of a smal 
town even in its urban centre. The former Heiduc settlement of Hajdus- 
zoboszlo, 22km/14 miles south-west of Debrecen, is today one of the most 
famous Hungarian spas. To the west of Debrecen stretches the HortobagV 
(puszta), a visit to which must be an indispensable part of any holiday in 
Hungary (Nine Arch Bridge, horsemanship displays, herdsmen's museum, 
etc). Road 33 leads through the Hortobagy National Park and at Tiszafured 
crosses the Tisza, Here a recreational area has grown up during the past 
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few years around the artificial reservoir called Tisza-to and it is steadily 
gaining in importance. 37km/23 miles beyond Tiszafured Road 33 joins the 
E 71, the main connecting road between Budapest and Miskolc. 


6. From Budapest to the south of Hungary 630 km/ 39 i miles 


Leaving by the E 5 the first destination on the route is Kecskemet {about 
90km/56miles),a populartown of cultural interest in the centre of thefertile 
area between the Rivers Danube and Tisza. The art nouveau town hall by 
Odon Lechner is especially interesting. 27km/17 miles south of Kecskemet 
lies Kiskunfelegyhaza (town hall!), which is also a good place fora trip into 
the Bugac. Here there are also horser-riding displays, coach rides and 
organised excursions. From Kiskunfelegyhaza to Szeged it is best to take 
the alternative road through Csongrad (36km/22 miles; Road 451) and 
dpusztaszer (about 27km/17 miles south of Csongrad). The appearance of 
the lively university town of Szeged is defined by its late 19th c./early 20th c. 
architectural styles. In the summer months its attractive squares and the 
pedestrian areas in its old centre really come to life. 

Anyone wishing to discover the charms of the south-eastern province of 
Hungary should make an excursion through Hodmezovasarhely, a typical 
agricultural town of the Great Plain and Bekescsaba to the charming little 
spa town of Gyula (about 110km/68 miles). 

Going in a westerly direction from Szeged Road 55 crosses the flat, spar¬ 
sely populated area between the Danube and the Tisza. In Baja the route 
crosses the Danube and then at Bataszek turns off southwards to Mohacs, 
which has entered the history books because of the battle which was lost 
there against the Turks in 1526 (memorial park about 5km/3 miles south of 
the town near the village of Satorhely). From Mohacs it is better not to 
proceed directly to Pecs but instead at Szajk, 9km/6 miles west of Mohacs, 
turn off southwards in the direction of Siklos and spend some time tra¬ 
velling through the gently undulating vine-growing area of Villany, where 
the local wine can be sampled and bought in thecomfortable surroundings 
of the many wine-cellars. The best-known wine-producing village in the 
region is Villanykovesd, 3km/2 miles north-west of Villany. Siklos is worth a 
visit for its important and well-preserved borderfortress. At the spa town of 
Harkany, 5km/3 miles west of Siklos, a detour can be made into the Orman- 
sag region (interesting examples of folk architecture). Road 58 leads to the 
southern Hungarian town of Pecs, which has a Mediterranean climate. 
With its wealth of architectural monuments the town repays a visit of 
several days. The Roman (Early Christian) tombs and the architectural 
legacy of almost 150 years of Turkish rule are of particular interest. Return¬ 
ing to Budapest on the E 6, we come to the villages of Pecsvarad and 
Mecseknadasd, where today the descendants of 18th c. German settlers 
still live ("Danube Swabians"), After passing through Szekszard a choice 
can be made between the direct route using Road 6 and the alternative 
Road 63. This latter route enables visits to be made to the impressive 
Roman town of Tac (Gorsium-Herculia) (about 10km/6 miles south of Sze- 
kesfehervar) and the royal town of Szekesfehervar. 
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Hungary from A to Z 


Aggtelek National Park (Aggteleki Nemzeti Park) 


FI 


Region: Borsod-Abauj-Zemplen 
Altitude: 300-600m/930-1850ft 

Covering an area of 20,000ha/78sq.miles on the Slovak-Hungarian border, Situation and 

some 70km/44 miles north of Miskolc (see entry), lies Aggtelek National Characteristics 

Park, with some unique flora and fauna and several hundred limestone 

caves and underground passages. A network of signposted paths and 

roads attract many walkers to this nature reserve. The chief attraction is the 

Baradla Cave; it is 25km/1 5 '/j miles long (of which 7km/4 miles lie in Slovak 

territory, where it is known as the Domica Cave), making it one of the 

largest and most impressive dripstone caves anywhere in Europe. 

There are entrances to Baradla-barlang (as the cave is known) ne 3 r Jos- **Baradla Cave 

vafo, at Voros to (Red Lake) and the main entrance, with a small natural 

history museum, is near the town of Aggtelek. One-hour guided tours (with 

commentary in Hungarian only) start from here - stout shoes and a warm 

sweater are recommended, as the temperature in the caves is only about 

10°C/50°F. Tours lasting several hours can also be made by prior 

arrangement. 

The main tunnel of the Baradla Cave is 7km/4 miles long, with several side 
passages averaging 10m/33ft in width and 7-8m/22-26ft in height. They 
were formed over many thousands of years, as rain and melting snow 
penetrated fine cracks in the limestone to form underground streams 
which in turn carved out long tunnels and giant caves. The water dripping 
through the chalk has carved bizarre shapes, stalactites like giant icicles 
hanging from the roof and stalagmites in all colours of the rainbow tower¬ 
ing up from the floor. Ouite often their shapes are reminiscent of familiar 
animals or objects, as reflected in the fantasy names which have been 
given to many dripstones (Turtle, Pheasant, Eagle, Tiger, Father Christmas, 
etc.) or to whole sections of the caves (Fairyland, Hall of the Giants). The 
rock formations increase in size by one millimetre every 15 to 20 years so, 
for example, it has taken about 250,000 years for the giant dripstone in the 
Cave of Peace (see below) to attain its present height of 13m/42'/ift. As it 
possesses superb acoustics the giant underground "hall'' has been 
equipped as a concert hall. The guided tour will include a ten-minute "son 
et lumiere" show with Pink Floyd providing the background music! 

More and more visitors are discovering the cave known as Beke-barlang Cave of Peace 
near Aggtelek; first discovered in 1952, it commences in the Aggtelek 
valley, extends as far as Komlos Spring at Josvafo and boasts even more 
dripstone formations than the Baradla Cave. The high humidity proves 
most beneficial to a large number of asthma sufferers. 


Sights 

This National Park in the extreme north of Hungary can be approached 
along several roads. Those with ample time at their disposal who wish to 
see the Bukk Mountains should take the Eger-Szilvasvarad-Putnok-Kele- 
mer road. Road 27 leads northwardsfrom Miskolc through charming coun¬ 
tryside, including the pretty Bodva Valley. 

^ Former Jesuit church and Cathedral in Esztergom 
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Aggtelek National Park 


The Cave System 
of Baradia-Domica 


1 Devil's Hole 

2 Stinking Lake 

3 Domica Hole 

4 Csernai- 
Swallow Hole 

5 Small Baradia 
Swallow Hole 

6 Acheron Swallow Hole 

7 Witches' Hole 

8 Zambor Hole 

' 9 Small and Great 
Havasz Holes 

10 Csernai Branch 

11 Liberation Branch 



12 Bat Branch 

13 Fox’s Hole 

14 Turkish Mosque 
Branch 

15 Radish Branch 

16 Dance Hall 

17 Lake (boat-trip) 

18 Black Path 

19 Wax Road 

20 Mountain of Lebanon 

21 Iron Gate 

22 Observatory 

23 Hall of Giants 

24 Fairyland 

Old Entrance of the Domica 
New Entrance of the Domica 
Main Entrance of Aggtelek 
Exit of the Liberation Branch 
Entrance by the Red Sea 
Entrance of Josvsfd 


Edeleny 


SzendriS 


Szalonna 
'Village church 


94 


30km/19 miles along this road lies Edeleny. At the end of a beautiful avenue 
and surrounded by a large park stands the Baroque Palace, built in 1727-30 
by Giovanni Battista Carlone for Colonel L'Huillier and one of the largest in 
Hungary. Unfortunately the visitor can go no further than the wrought-iron 
m, tlf\ aS i! he ? a ! ace ls not °Pen to the public. Nevertheless, a walk 
buildinn n-mi ^i °! the par * < . w ' | l Provide some excellent views of the 
manv renovatirmf th In ? pres ^' ve because of its sheer size, in spite of the 

14km/9 miles bevonr^FH T 6 b ? en necessar V over the years, 
a castle Former! h 3!en ]f ,ies the township of Szendro, dominated by 

was bui " in 1590 bv an l,alian 

historical gem whicMs well wn e . 6kmiles beyond Szendro is an 

y wnicn is well worth a brief visit. Standing close to the main 
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Karst landscape in Aggtelek National Park Village church in Szalonna 


road and surrounded by a rough stone wall, the small Reformed Church 
has a separate bell-tower. (The key can be obtained from the house oppo¬ 
site.) The church was a gift from the Ors family in the 11th c. Like that at 
Karcsa (see Sarospatak, Surroundings), it was originally a simple round 
church, to which a si ngle-aisle nave was added in the early 13th c., the basic 
building being converted to a chancel. In 1598 the church was taken over by 
the Reformed Assembly and the wooden bell-tower built. The interior 
church boasts some beautiful 13th c. frescos portraying in four scenes the 
martyrdom of its patron saint, St Margaret of Antiochien (the heathen 
governor wants to marry Margaret; he has her brought before him in 
chains; she is whipped and executed). The paintings in the nave and 
triumphal arch date from the 15th c. 

About 8km/5 miles through Szalonna there is a turning to the left from 
where it is a further 18km/11 miles to Aggtelek. 


Baja 


D 3 


Region; Bacs-Kiskun 
Altitude: 99m/325ft 
Population; 40,030 

The tranquil summer resort of Baja, 160km/100 miles south of Budapest Situation and 
and 20km/12Vi miles from the Serbian border, is surrounded by water- by importance 
the Danube, the Kamaras Danube (called Sugovica by Croatian settlers 
known as the Bunyevaz) and a further small arm of the Danube. The bridges 
over the Danube make Baja an important rail and road centre and a flour¬ 
ishing commercial town. The town has a long tradition of weaving, and the 
more modern meat factory processes about one thousand pigs every day; 
electrical and furniture industries also play an important role. 
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Baja 


Sights 

Szentharomsag 
ter, Town Hall 


Istvan Tiirr 
Museum 


Franciscan 
church and 
convent 


Great Serbian 
church 


Former synagogue 


Nagy Gallery 


Pet6fi Island 


The town shows many signs of the influence of the Serbs and Croats who 
settled here after the Turks had been driven out. In addition to the Bunyevs* 
a considerable number of "Danube Swabians" from south-west Germany 
live here, and one of the six high schools is German-speaking. 


The centre of Baja, the Szentharomsag ter, opens onto the Sugovica with 
Petofi Island beyond it; of the buildings on the other three sides (18th c. 
town houses in the 18th c. plait style), particular mention must be made of 
the Town Hall (No. 1), an 18th c. Baroque palace built for the Grassalkovich 
family and rebuilt in the Neo-Renaissance style in 1896. On the square in 
front of it stands a Late Baroque Trinity Column with figures of the four 
evangelists. 


This museum (Deak Ferenc utca 1; open: Tue.-Sun, 10am-6pm) is devoted 
to life by the Danube together with modern Hungarian art. It was named 
after a famous son of the town (1825-1908) who fought with Genera! 
Garibaldi in the struggle for a unified Italy and later made a name for 
himself as an hydraulic engineer, assisting in the construction of the Pana^ 
ma and Corinth canals and others in the Hungarian lowlands. A statue o 
him stands at the entrance to the museum which is built in the neo-classical 
style. 

The Franciscan church of St Anton and the convent at the corner of Bartok 
Bela utca 1 were built in the Baroque style in the 18th c. In the garden oft e 
church (Deri Garden) stands a statue of the agonised Virgin Mary as well as 
busts of famous men born in Baja. 


The Late Baroque Greek-Orthodox Serbian church in Tancsics utca was 
built in 1790 with donations from worshippers. The holy paintings on the 
chancel screen are by the well-known Serbian artist Arsenije Teodorovic 
(1768-1826). 

The magnificent Synagogue (Munkacsy utca 7) was built in the neo-classi¬ 
cal style in 1845, that is to say, prior to the emancipation of the Jews 
Hungary in 1867. In the Second World War most of the Jewish populatio 
were killed; since 1985 the building has housed the regional library and tne 
interior decoration has been carefully restored. 


The Istvan Nagy Art Gallery (Nagy Istvan Keptar, Arany Janos utca 1; open. 
Tue.-Sun. 10am-6pm) was built in the early years of this century in 
neo-classical style as a mansion for the respected Vojnich family, and no ^ 
houses an important collection of Hungarian art. The major artist repr 
sented is Istvan Nagy (1873-1937), who painted landscapes and rural 
subjects in the constructivist realist style and who worked in Baja for 
number of years and bequeathed his pictures to the gallery. 


Petofi Island (Petofi-sziget) is the town's tourist centre, containing a sta 
dium, swimming-pool, the Sugovica Hotel and a beautifully situated camp 
site; walks through the forest are most relaxing, and this is also a favoui i a 
spot with anglers and sailing and rowing enthusiasts. 

The viewing tower at the confluence of the Danube and the Sugovica 
provides a fine view over the countryside. Also worth a visit is the Bunyevaj 
local history museum in Bajaszentivan, a suburb of Baja. 
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Bakony 

See Veszprem, Surroundings 

Balassagyarmat 

E 1 

Region: Nograd 

Altitude: 148m/486ft 

Population: 19,700 


On the border with the Slovak republic, 75km/47 miles north of Budapest, 
lies Balassagyarmat, formerly the capital of the region and now its adminis¬ 
trative, commercial and cultural centre, with much industrial development. 
Lying on the Ipoly river, the town was soon occupied by the invading 
Magyars, as witnessed by the second part of its name - Gyarmat. In the 
15th c. the name of the aristocratic Balassa family, who owned the town, 
was added. 

Situation and 
Characteristics 

The town still boasts some Baroque and neo-classical buildings, of which 
the old council building (1832-35) on Koztarsasag ter with its projecting 
central ressauts and mansard roof deserves special mention. The two 
poets Imre Madach and Kalman Mikszath worked here as employees of the 
regional council. 

Sights 

The Palocs, whose origin has never been definitely established, were a 
group of peoples who settled in northern Hungary and who, in the seclu¬ 
sion of their villages, succeeded for a long time in pursuing an individual 
life-style with their own customs, a common dialect and special building 
styles. They also became very skilled in many forms of handicraft, such as 
woodcarving, ceramics and embroidery. In the Paloc Museum on Palocli- 
get 1, about IOOm/110yds from Koztarsasag ter, the visitor will find many 
examples of the rich artistic skills of the Paloc people - embroidery, weav¬ 
ing, carved wooden objects and many more (open: Tue—Sun. 10am-6pm). 
The ethnographic collection is supplemented by a Paloc house (Paloc- 
udvar),complete with stable and barn, which has been erected in the 
museum courtyard. It came originally from the village of Karancskeszi in 
1932, and was the first historical building to be transported to a museum in 
this way. 

Paloc Museum 

Surroundings 


This region of flat-topped hills lying between the Borzsony and the Matra is 
a part of the central mountain range of northern Hungary, but can scarcely 
be said to possess mountainous characteristics, its highest peak being that 
of Naszaly (652m/2140ft); gently undulating hills, meadows, fields and 
small areas of mixed woodland dominate the landscape. The Cserhat 
remains a thinly populated and mainly agricultural region as yet scarcely 
opened up to tourism, and the home of the Palocs (see above). Hidden in 
the valleys or lying in sheltered positions on a hillside and linked only by 
narrow roads can be found small, idyllic villages where time seems to have 
stood still, A particularly beautiful route through this rural area is that 
leading from Balassagyarmat by way of Szecseny to the pretty Paloc village 
of Holloko, where the visitor can see examples of their traditional forms of 
building. 

Cserhat 

(Uplands) 

This little provincial township (pop. 7000) lies 18km/11 miles east of Balas¬ 
sagyarmat, on the way to Salgotarjan (Road 22). It was here, during the 
struggle for freedom from Habsburg rule, that Ferenc Rakoczi II was chosen 

Szecseny 
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Balassagyarmat 


Salg6tarjdn 


Mining Museum 


Local History 
Museum 


Hollokd 


Castle ruins 


11,1 Museum Village 
(Ofalu) 


as ruler by parliament in 1705. The Kubinyi Ferenc Museum is now housed 
in tho Baroque palace which once belonged to Count Forgdch. It contains 
mainly archaeological finds from the region as well as a small natural 
history collection and a separate department devoted to hunting exhibits, 
Tho sacristy in the Franciscan church is well worth a visit; the church itself 
has boon rebuilt sovoral times. 

Some 25km/16 miles east of Sz6cs6ny, on Road 22, lies the mining and 
industrial town of SalgbtarjSn (altitude 255m/837ft; population 50,000), 
which extends along the banks of the Tarjan rivulet and into its side valleys. 
It is also the administrative centre of the Nograd region. It received its name 
from the neighbouring castle of Salgo and from the Magyartribe known as 
the Tarjan which settled here at the time of the Hungarian conquest. 
Although man is known to have lived in the neighbouring hills as long ago 
as the Early Stone Age, and there was a settlement here during the Bronze 
Age, Salgdtarjan remained a village of little importance with a population 
of only 1000 until the early 19th c. In 1821 a devastating fire destroyed the 
whole town. When rich deposits of brown coal were discovered, however, 
and a rail-link was built in 1867, it rapidly developed into an important 
industrial centre. The mining of brown coal received a further impetus after 
the Second World War, but has declined considerably in recent years, 
whereas the steel works and a sheet-glass factory have gained in impor¬ 
tance. This young industrial town has no historical monuments of any note. 

However, it is worth paying a visit to the Mining Museum (Banyamuzeum) 
in the former Jozsef mine at Bajcsy Zsilinszky utca 1, where everything 
from trucks to large mining machinery of various kinds is on display (open: 
May-Sept. Tue.-Sun. 9am—4pm; Oct.—Apr. Tue., Thur, and Sat. 9am-4pm). 

Since 1980 there has been a local history collection housed in the Helytorte- 
net! Muzeum on Muzeum ter, with an extensive collection devoted to 
industrial history and the background of the labour movement (open: 
Tue.-Sun, 9am-5pm), 


This famous Paloc village, which is included in the UNESCO world cultural 
and natural heritage list, lies south of Sz^cseny in the Cserhit mountain 
range. After travelling some 16km/10 miles along the main country road 
the visitor will find a narrow road branching off to the right; Hollokoo lies 
hidden among the hills 3km/2 miles along this side road. 

On approaching Holloko the visitor will first of all see the ruins of the once 
proud castle high above the village. Built in the 13th/14th c. and the scene of 
fierce battles during the wars with the Hussites and Turks, the castle was 
destroyed by the Habsburgs in 1701. From the round north bastion there is 
a beautiful panoramic view over the surrounding countryside. 

The old centre of Holloko contains 54 houses, some of them under 3 
protection order, which have survived almost unchanged since the Middle 
Ages in spite of a number of fires; some of these buildings are also rented 
out as tourist accommodation. The simple little church marks with a 
wooden tower the centre of the village. Characteristic of these houses is the 
cellar with access from street level, its rough stone finish contrasting with 
i e . '* ewas h e d walls of the front of the house, and also the pergola 
ea ing from the courtyard side and often extending all the way around the 
ouse. A narrow hipped roof covers the pergola on the gable side, and 
woo en railings and balconies are artistically carved — a Paloc speciality- 
rnnm ant * f urn ishings from years gone by are exhibited in three 

tl ,°3 ' n the . , museum a* Kossuth Lajos utca 82, The women's cos- 

are particularly beautiful; a number of short dresses are worn one 
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on top of the other, then a blouse with very wide sleeves followed by a 
shawl. A wide black apron is worn to protect the dresses, and on the head 
sits a bonnet of several layers, decorated with pearls. In cold weather an 
embroidered fur jacket or waistcoat may also be worn. 


Palozen houses and... 


... the village church in Holloko 


Balaton 


C 3/4 


Lake Balaton covers an area of 598sq.km/230sq.miles, making it the largest -Situation and 

inland lake in Central Europe, and together with its surrounding country- Importance 

side it has become Hungary's major tourist region. It lies west of the 

Danube between the hilly region and the Bakony Forest, about 95- 

190km/60-120 miles south-west of Budapest. The many opportunities for 

bathing and leisure pursuits, areas of natural beauty and places of interest 

all serve to attract more than 600,000 holidaymakers to the region every 

year. 


The name "Balaton" comes from the Slavonic word blatno , meaning Name 
marsh or moor. 

From Budapest Lake Balaton can quickly be reached by rail (South Station; Access from 
Deli palyaudvar), by bus (Erzsebet ter) or by car along the M 7 motorway Budapes 
(E 96). 

Measuring 77km/48 miles in length and up to 14km/9 miles in width, and Characteristics 
fed mainly with water from the Zala river and the karst springs in the 
Tapolca region, the lake was formed at the end of the Pleistocene period, 
some 20,000-22 000 years ago, as the result of structural sinking of the 
earth's crust. With an average depth of 3^m/10-13ft, the bed of the lake is 
comparatively flat (measuring only 12-4m/41ft at its deepest point, near the 
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Tihany peninsula, in the Tihany Spring), has dried out completely twice 
during its existence, mainly becauseof the relatively small amount of water 
it contains, i.e. approximately 1-8 billion cubic metres/2-35 billion cubic 
yards. Being so shallow the water in the lake warms up very quickly; as 
early as May it reaches a temperature of 15°C/59°F and does not fall below 
that level until late autumn. In the summer months the average temper¬ 
ature is over 20°C/68°F and quite often will reach 27 0 C/81°F, especially near 
the flat south bank. When the lake freezes over, as it usually does in winter, 
it provides excellent opportunities for ice-sailing and skating. 


The climate on and near the lake is very pleasant. From early June to the 
end of August the average day temperature is over 20°C/68 F-Every year 
there are about 830 hours of sunshine, more or less equally divided over 
the three summer months. During these months the thermometer ave - 
3 qes 25°C/77°F on 70 days, while the nights cool down to a pleasant 
20°C/68°F or just under. The relative humidity is 70-75%. The soft wa , 
being sweet and slightly alkaline, has a high calcium, magnesium ana 
hydrocarbonate content, and can be described as a heavily diluted mineral 
water. 


Nature reserve 


100 


At the mouth of the Zala river, in the south-west of the Barton region, [res 
Little Balaton (Kis-Balaton), a humid area covering 40sq.km/1 5 Asq.mii», 
with many rare plants and animals. Protected species of birds whtcrn 
already died out in other parts of Europe include the great white eg 
(egretta alba). The Tihany peninsula is also a nature reserve, because oti 
interesting geology and unique topography, and so is the Badac _ 
volcanic mountain on the slopes of which flourish vines producing 
quality grapes. 
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Tour around Lake Balaton 


North bank of Lake Balaton (going from east to west) 


After driving along the M 7 motorway from Budapest for some 90km/ ^Topography 
56 miles the visitor will reach Road 71, which branches off to the lake and 
links all the towns and villages between Balatonkarattya and Keszthely on 
the north bank. 

The north bank of Lake Balaton, with its charming landscape dominated 
largely by the foothills of the Bakony Mountains and many extinct Pliocene 
volcanoes, is often described as the "Hungarian Riviera . Favourite excur¬ 
sions from here include those to the southern edges of the Bakony Forest, 
the Balaton Uplands and extinct volcanoes in the Tapolca Basin. 


On leaving the motorway, the first place arrived at is Balatonakarattya on 
the north bank (3km/2 miles from the motorway). Beyond the 25km/15 mile 
officially protected area near the bank lies the Akarattya Lido with its large 
beach. A legend from the days of the Wars of Independence has grown up 
around the remains of a mighty 400 year-old elm tree some 800m/880yds 
from the railway station. The saying goes that Prince Ferenc II Rakoczi 
(1676-1735), the famous leader of the independence fighters, tied his horse 
to this tree before issuing the historical proclamation stating that Hungary 
had broken away from Habsburg rule. 


Balatonkenese immediately adjoins Balatonakarattya. This district, the 
Population of which now numbers 3600, was inhabitated before _ 

times but, like many another village, completely disappeared from the map 

during the period of Turkish occupation. At the beginning of the 20th c, it 
began to develop as a holiday resort. The largest and most modern resort 


Balatonakarattya 


Balatonkenese 
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complex on the north bank, known as Adam Beri Balog, covers an area of 
28ha/70 acres. 

Places of interest in Balatonkenese include the Reformed Church (1568- 
70), which was rebuilt in the Baroque style after the Turkish period, and a 
number of pretty houses listed as historical monuments. The pleasant 
Zsindely Csarda restaurant at Tancsics utca 25 is popular with visitors both 
for its fine cuisine and its historical atmosphere; dating from the 18th c. it is 
a typical arcaded house built in the rural Baroque style. A walk on the 
nearby Partfo (180m/590ft above sea-level) is also worthwhile for the fine 
view it offers over the Tihany peninsula. The caves in the Partfo wall are 
popularly known as Tartar Holes or Turkish Holes (Tatarlikak, Tdroklikak), as 
the inhabitants of the village are said to have hidden in them at the time of 
the Mongol attacks in 1241-42 and during the period of Turkish occupation. 

This little town 5km/3 miles north of Balatonkenese, at the north-east tip of 
Lake Balaton, has a population of some 550 and, being the site of the 
Nitrokemia chemical factory, has little to attract the tourist. There is, how¬ 
ever, a beach near the bank of the lake. 

After Balatonfured and Keszthely, Balatonalmadi is the third largest holi¬ 
day resort on the north bank. First mentioned in the records in 1082, it was 
until the middle of the 19th c. just a tiny vine-growing village. As beach 
holidays became fashionable, however, the quiet life in Balatonalmadi 
came to an end, and since 1877 it has been a popular bathing resort. In the 
1920s and 1930s it developed rapidly and soon absorbed the former vine¬ 
yards and spread up into the hills. The local red sandstone is the material 
used to build most of the villas and holiday homes. 

As well as being popular for its beaches Balatonalmadi is also a good base 
for excursions — by car into the Balaton hinterland, on foot into the nearby 
surrounding countryside (see Viewing Points below) or by ship on Lake 
Balaton (almost all the shipping companies berth in Balatonalmadi). 

The railway station and its immediate surroundings form the centre of 
Balatonalmadi. From here the villa quarter extends north to the slopes of 
Mount Oreg (Oreg-hegy), while to the south lies one of the largest and most 
beautiful beaches to be found on the north bank. The twelve-storey Hotel 
Aurora towers above all the other buildings in the town. In its grounds 
stands the Csarda Cockerel (Kakas csarda), decorated with Hungarian folk- 
art motifs. From the hotel a bridge leads over the main street into the park 
and to the hotel's private beach. Seventy years ago a park was laid out 
behind the beach, containing statues of Sandor Petofi, Lajos Kossuth and 
Ferenc II Rakoczi. 

On a chain of hills north of the beach lies the village of Vorosbereny, which 
forms part of the municipality of Balatonalmadi and which was mentioned 
in local records back in the 12th c. The local sandstone, coloured red as a 
result of its high iron content, is excellent for growing grapevines. On a hill 
above the main street in Vorosbereny stands the Reformed Church, once a 
fortified church with embrasures, a stocky tower and an encircling wall- 
Built in 1290 intheRomanesque/GothicTransitional style, it was taken over 
by the Calvinists at the end of the 17th c. and was given a tripartite capped 
vault in the course of rebuilding at the end of the 18th c. 

The former Jesuit church, now the Catholic parish church of St Ignatius, a* 
Veszprem ut, is worth a visit especially for the historically important fres¬ 
cos. Dating from c. 1780 and gloriously painted, they are attributed to the 
Baroque artist Franz Xaver Bucher from Schaffhausen in Switzerland. The 
Jesuit monastery near the church is a Baroque building with some su¬ 
perbly executed stonemasonry at the entrance. The monastery also owns 
the60m/200ft long granary which, like the monastery itself, was built in the 
1770s. 
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A peaceful spot on Lake Balaton 


In the Kaptalanfurdo district, situated to the west on Road 71, stands the Kaptalanfurdo 
former Csarda Torgyopi (now a private house). The regional boundary district of 
between Veszprem and Zala runs right through the balcony of this house. the town 
On either side of the table below robbers from the Bakony Forest would 
cheerfully drink wine with police officers from the adjoining region, know¬ 
ing they had no powers to arrest them. 


From the railway station in Balatonalmadi a path marked in blue leads via Viewing Points 
Batthyany utca to the Wesselenyi Viewing Tower on Oreg-hegy 
(132m/433ft); after the half-hour climb to the top the visitor will be 
rewarded by a wide view over the eastern half of Lake Balaton, An even 
more beautiful panoramic view as far as the hills of the Bakony Forest can 
be obtained from the Szabadsag Viewing Tower (283m/929ft), which is 
about an hour's walk from the town centre along another path also marked 
in blue. 


Aisoors is charmingly situated on a lakeside terrace, at the foot of Somlo- Aisoors 
hegy (200m/656ft), which is covered in vineyards and forest. This little 
resort has moorings for boats and a sandy beach. The Reformed Church 
with a west tower dates originally from the 13th c., but underwent marked 
changes during a rebuilding programme in the 18th c. A road known as 
Petofi koz — on which stands the "Turkish House (Torok haz), a 15th c. Late 
Gothic manor house - leads up to Somlo-hegy. The building gets its name 
from its rather unconventional turban-shaped chimney. 

3km/2 miles inland from Aisoors lies the little village of Felsoors, which so Felsfiors 
far has remained unspoiled by mass tourism. The church of St Mary 
Magdalene is a pretty Romanesque building in red sandstone which was 
later rebuilt in the Baroque style. The west tower and the richly decorated 
recessed doorway are original, dating from the 12th c., whereas the nave 
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and west wall are T3th c. The interior decoration including the high altar 
gallery and beautifully carved pulpit are in the Baroque style 3nd were 
installed in the mid-18th century. 

Between Alsoors and Balatonfured lies the old wine-producing village of 
Csopak which has now become a holiday resort. 


Balatonfured (106m/348ft; pop. 14,200} is a resort which is steeped in 
tradition and an important spa for heart and circulation disorders. The 
healing properties of the carbonated waters were recognised back in the 
1730s; in 1743 the monastery in Tihany acquired the town and built a 
bath-house near the streams. In 1772 Balatonfured was officially declared a 
spa town. Between 1825 and 1848 it became the meeting-place of the 
Hungarian intelligentsia of the Reform Period, and in 1831 the town council 
presented it with the first permanent theatre to perform plays in the Hun¬ 
garian language. It was from Balatonfured harbour that the first steamship 
sailed on Lake Balaton in 1846. 


Surrounded by parks and historic buildings and containing the pump room 
built around the Lajos Kossuth stream in the 19th c„ Gyogy ter (Spa 
Square) forms the centre of this bustling spa town. The most splendid 
building on Gyogy ter is Horvath House, built c. 1790 and now forming part 
of the sanatorium, the main facade of which is graced by an oriel window 
with columns and by wrought-iron railings. The "Balatonfured Pantheon 
contains an arcade decorated with plaques in memory of famous people 
who have visited the spa. In the hall of the former Horvath hotel, a late 1 B n 
c. plait style building (1802-10) on the west side of the square, the well- 
known "St Anne's Ball" has been held on the last Sunday in July every year 
since 1825. On the west side of the square, too, is the street known as Bis a 
Luiza, formerly Balatonfured Corso, where Mor Jokai had his sunt me 
residence. It leads to the Classical round church dating from 1841 ' 

modelled on the church of St Anne in Esztergom. On the mann front ()t t. 
church is an attractive open portico, the triangular gable of which is p 
ported by three Ionic columns. 


outh of Gyogy ter lies a park filled with plane and lime trees. Stretch 9 
ght down to the lake, it is the resort's favourite meeting P la «J" 
romenade is named after the world-famous Hindu author Rabindranatn 
agore, who found here a cure for his heart condition here and plan ea a 
me tree in the park in 1926 as a token of his gratitude Since then it ha 
ecome the custom for renowned visitors or patients to do the sa ™ e , jf i 
le park a long mole leads down to the harbour and to the beaum 
;ulpture "Balaton Wind" by Miklos Borsos. 

long the bank to the west of the mole are a row of hotels, form . _ 

omes, offices of sailing clubs and the largest camp site by Lake Balaton 

ach with its own beach. . rth 

n the other side of the railway line, in that part of the town wh * ch " h ^ s 
f the spa and the holiday homes, the mansion belonging to the uo 
imily will be found at Aracsi utca 94; it is a pretty dwelling of 
laracter built at the end of the 18th c. in the 18th c. plait style an 
(tension housing a wine-press. 


A visit is also recommended to the cellars of the Badacsony state 
where 12,000hl/264,000 gallons of wine can mature at a constant temp 
ature. An excellent Riesling is produced from the fine grapes grown i 
Balatonfured vineyards. 
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The Baroque Abbey Church, a landmark of Tihany 


**Tihany 

The Tihany peninsula is one of the most popular holiday resorts on Lake 
Balaton. Originally an island, today it covers an area of 12sq.km/ 
4-6sq.miles and extends 5km/3 miles into the lake, terminating 1-5km/ 
1 mile from the opposite shore. Here, where the lake is at its narrowest, the 
only car ferry operates between Tihany and Szantod on the south bank. As 
a result of its extraordinarily charming and geologically interesting scenery 
Tihany has been designated a nature reserve since 1952; the south-west¬ 
ern section of the peninsula has been closed to traffic and can be explored 
only on foot along well-marked paths. The tourist centre is the little town¬ 
ship of Tihany, with its 2000 inhabitants, nestling around the famous 
Benedictine abbey. On the steep east coast lies the "Inner Harbour" for 
passenger ships, while at the southern tip will be found the car ferry to 
Szantod mentioned above. 


During the Late Tertiary and Quaternary periods of geological history the Topography 
peninsula was the scene of much volcanic activity. At that time geysers at 
temperatures of about 100°C/212°F forced their way up through the hard 
basalt tuff and formed "geyser humps". Subsequently the centre of the 
peninsula sank to leave two hollows surrounded by "geyser cones". In the 
deeper southern hollow a stretch of water formed, not unlike a crater lake. 

The Be I so-to, or "Inner Lake", as it is known, lies 26m/85ft above the level of 
the Balaton and today is an anglers' paradise; numerous waterfowl nest on 
the "Outer Lake", which is overgrown with reeds. The landscape is particu¬ 
larly beautiful in spring, when the almond trees are in bloom, and in 
summer, when the fields are a sea of deep-blue lavender. 


Tihany was inhabited in prehistoric times. Impressive evidence of a Bronze History 

Age settlement is provided by the massive earth-fort (6var) in the north- 
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east of the peninsula, which was later also used by the Slavs. Archaeol 0r 
ical finds have also confirmed the presence of Celts, Romans and Av ar 9 
Andreas I, one of thefirst Hungarian kings, founded a Benedictine abbev on 
Tihany in 1055. Five years later the abbey was sufficiently finished f 0 r i., 
founder to be able to find his last resting place there. The foundation 
charter, written in Latin, in fact contains some one hundred Hung ar i an 
words and suffixes and is thus the oldest known document in the Hung ar . 
ian language. Today it is housed in the parent Benedictine monastery j n 
Pannonhaima, with a copy in Tihany. In Andreas' wake immigrant Russian 
monks settled on the peninsula in the 11th c. Near the Cyprian Stream 
(Ciprian-forrSs) underthe Bronze Age earth-wall they carved out cells inthe 
rock which can still be seen today. The monastery had already been forti¬ 
fied against Mongol attacks as early as the 13th c., and with the advance of 
the Ottoman armies it was converted into a fort, and the monks moved 
elsewhere. After the withdrawal of the Turks the Habsburgs razed the 
building to the ground so that it should not fall into the hands of the 
insurgents. The present monastery complex was built between 1740 and 
1754, and a small fishing village grew up around it. It was only in the early 
20th c. that Tihany first attracted tourists. 

' Abbey Visible from afar is Tihany's symbol and landmark, the towers on the front 

of the Baroque abbey which was built by Abbot Agoston Lees between 
1740 and 1745 on the foundations of the original church dedicated in 1060. 
Although it may appear somewhat plain from the outside, the Late Baroque 
interior is quite magnificent. The pulpit, which portrays the personification 
of the Christian virtues of Faith, Hope and Charity between the seated 
figures of the four Fathers of the Church, is particularly worthy of note. The 
high altar is decorated with carved figures of St Benedict and St Scholas- 
tika, as well as of saintly kings Stephen and Ladislaus. Like those of the 
pulpit and the side-altars, these are the work of the cabinet-maker Sebas¬ 
tian Stuhlhoff. a lay brother in the monastery. His excellent reputation and 
the esteem in which he was held are reflected in the fact that he is buried in 
the crypt next to the abbots. More high quality carvings by him can be seen 
in the sacristy. The crypt under the raised choir formed part of the original 
Romanesque church. This gloomy, sombre room with its heavy round 
pillars hewn from blocks of stone contrasts sharply with the jubilant 
Baroque style of the church above. . 

The patron of the abbey. King Andrew I, lies interred in the central aisle 
beneath a marble slab adorned with an abbot's cross. In the cellar of this 
former Benedictine abbey is a lapidarium containing Roman, Early Chris¬ 
tian and medieval memorials in stone, and on the upper floors is the Tihany 
local history museum. 

The plateau behind the abbey sees the beginning of Risky setany (PiskY 
Promenade), offering a beautiful view over Lake Balaton. Here, too, is tn 
historical centre of the old fishing village (open-air museum) with som 
lovely old peasants' cottages. Some particularly well-preserved building 
are to be seen in Csokonai, Batthyany and Kossuth utca. Typical of the sty « 
of buildings found on Tihany are the bare walls of local volcanic basalt tu 
and the thatched roofs. In the "Potter's House" (FazekashSz) some beau 
ful examples of traditional ceramic art are on display. The guild-hous 
once occupied by fishermen and the small folk-museum are also won 
visit. 

From the village of Tihany two winding roads lead down to the Inne^ 
Harbour", the bustling business centre with moorings for passenger s P 
and a promenade along the bank of the lake, guest-houses and a' n3l ^ 0 f 
bouring bathing beach. Theformer summer residence of the Grand Du ^ 
Habsburg, now with a modern extension wing, has been made in 
first-class hotel. Large numbers of rare plants and many beautiful coniT 
are grown in the hotel park. 


Village, 

open-air museum 


"Inner Harbour" 
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Since time immemorial there has ben a ferry plying between the southern Ferry centre 
tip of the peninsula and Szantod harbour on the south bank of the lake. In 
recent years hotels, a holiday club, a sailing marina, restaurants, a swim¬ 
ming pool, a riding school, a mini-golf course and other leisure facilities 
have sprung up in the beautiful surrounding countryside. 

Remains of a Roman villa have been uncovered on the edge of this little Orvenyes 
village. The old water-mill was in use from about 1800; today it is a 
museum. 


There was a settlement in Balatonudvari back in Roman times. Pretty Balatonudvari 
farmers' houses with gable fronts and some very individual gardens adorn 
the village street of this holiday resort which has grown rapidly in recent 
years. 

Balatonudvari cemetery, on the eastern edge of the village, is under a Cemetery 
protection order aimed at preserving the heart-shaped gravestones dating 
from the first half of the 19th century. 


Balatonakali and Balatonszepe 2 d are old wine-producing villages which Balatonakali, 
only recently have become holiday resorts. In Balatonakali a famous mus- Balatonszepezd 
catel is produced, which can be sampled in the Csarda on Road 71. Bala¬ 
tonszepezd grew up around the Catholic church on a small hill. The 
building of this 18th c. Baroque church displays both Romanesque and 
Gothic features. 


See Vesprem, Surroundings Nagyvazsony 

Near Revfulop the bank protrudes into the lake in the form of two small Revfuiop 
peninsulas and forms an excellent harbour site, from where ships regularly 
sail to Boglarlelle. Close to the harbour the foundations of a 13th c. single- 
aisled Romanesque church in red sandstone were uncovered in 1962. In 
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recent years many villas have sprung up in the vineyards and aloncj rh 
banks of the lake there is a modern holiday development. On Road 7i j n L s 
direction of Balatonrendes can be seen remains of another Romanesn^ 
church, known as Ecser church. e 

These two places - once separate but now merged into one - are qu i et 
holiday villages in the middle of a rich wine-producing area. Abrahamhegy 
wines, produced in a valley on either side of a winding stream (Burnot), are 
particuiary popular. 

Visible from afar is the imposing 438m/1438ft high Badacsony, an example 
of a volcanic mountain with steep basalt sides and the characteristic flat 
top. From its top there is a splendid panoramic view over the charming 
countryside with its vineyards and forests, the western Balaton and the 
Tapolca Basin. On the gradual south slopes of Badacsony grow the grapes 
used to make such well-known white wines as Badacsony Riesling, Biaus- 
tengler and Furmint, Buda Green and Grey Monk (Sziirkebarat), which 
visitors can sample in the vineyard cellars and purchase direct from the 
producer. In addition to the professional wine-growers more and more 
amateurs are growing vines in their gardens as a paying hobby, using 
existing or homemade presses to produce the wine. Badacsony together 
with its fertile surroundings so reminiscent of Mediterranean regions 
forms one of the most beautiful stretches of land on the banks of Lake 
Balaton and attracts large numbers of visitors and holidaymakers during 
the summer and autumn months. At the foot of the mountain, on the 
promontory between the towns of Badacsonytomaj and Badacsonytor- 
demic, an extensive holiday complex has grown up in recent years, with 
guest-houses, a string of bazaars, snack-bars and a mooring for ships. Near 
the railway level crossing (Egry setany 12) stands the former home and 
studio of the artist Jozsef Egry (1883-1951), which is now a museum and 
open to the public from May-Oct. Tue.-Sun. 10am-7pm. His paintings 
portray perfectly the scenic beauty of Lake Balaton. 

The climb up to the mountain begins at the railway station in the Badac¬ 
sony holiday complex (look for the yellow signs). Those who prefer not to 
tackle the first stretch on foot can, during the main holiday season, take a 
group taxi from the railway station to the car park at Kisfaludy House. The 
basalt stone path - known asRomai ut because legend has it that it was laid 
down by the Romans - leads through vineyards with small wine-presses 
scattered here and there. Almond, fig and poplar trees give the landscape 
an almost Mediterranean appearance. Halfway up the mountain is a Late 
Baroque wine-merchant's house built in 1790. This thatched building with 
an arbour around the upper floor belonged to the Hungarian author Sandor 
Kisfaludy (1772-1844} and his companion through life Rozsa Szegedy, fo r 
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whom a small museum has been set up here. From the terrace of the 
nearby Kisfaludy House guest-house there is a fine view over the lake 
Anyone wishing to be able to see further afield should climb either the 
Kisfaludy or the Paholy viewing tower. 


The Szigliget peninsula, 4km/2'/2 miles beyond Badacsonytordemic, was Szigliget 
(like Tihany) originally surrounded by water. Anyone visiting the village of 
Szigliget cannot fail to be captivated by its picturesque centre and the 
beautiful thatched cottages which are now listed buildings. Fortunately, it 
is as yet unspoilt by tourists. The most impressive building on the village 
square (Fo ter) is the former Eszterhazy Palace, a Classical 19th c. edifice 
surrounded by parkland, which now provides working accommodation for 
Hungarian writers. Of the 13th c. church of All Saints (Avasi templom) on 
the former ferry mooring intheeastofthe peninsula only the Romanesque 
basalt tower still stands; this is being converted from a square to an 
octagonal design. The climb up the 280m/920ft high castle mound is worth¬ 
while just for the magnificent view. At the top can be seen the remains of 
the 13th c. castle which attimes was owned by the king and was razed tothe 
ground by imperial troops in the early 18th century. 

12km/7V3 miles north of Szigliget, in theTapofca Basin between the Bakony Excursion to 
Forest and the Keszthely Mountains, lies the up-and-coming industrial Tapolca 
town of Tapolca (415m/1362ft, pop. 17,000), where large basaltand bauxite 
deposits have been found in the surrounding countryside. The town devel¬ 
oped from a medieval settlement of which the first records are dated 1272; 
from the 19th c. it was a trading centre for the wine-producing regions 
round about, and more recently has become a popular spot with tourists in 
the Balaton region. Its main attraction is the "Tavasbarlang" underwater 
grotto, part of an extensive network of limestone caves. The cave can be *grotto 
visited by rowing-boat daily between May 15th and August 20th, from 8am 
to 4pm; the entrance lies In Kisfaludy utca (No. 5). Also worth a visit is the 
Catholic parish church on the church mound, which embraces styles of 
building ranging from Romanesque to Baroque. Fragments of 15th c, 
frescos can be seen on the outer walls of the Gothic choir. All around the 
church lies a “Garden of Ruins" with remains of a Roman estate. Later a 
manor house was built on the same foundations, and in the second half of 
the 15th c. this was extended by Carthusian monks into a castle and 
surrounded by walls and fortifications. Remains of the castle walls can still 
be seen. The school at the foot of the church mound as well as the "choir- 
house" nearby , which now houses the municipal museum, are basically 
medieval buildings. Near the mill-pond (Malom to) the wheel of a 200 
year-old water-mill still turns. 


See entry 


Keszthely 


See entry 


Heviz 


South shore of Lake Balaton (going from east to west) 


The scenery on the flat south shore is somewhat less attractive and varied 
than that on the north side, but on the other hand its wide beaches (though 
unfortunately only a few are still sandy beaches, many having been 
9rassed or concreted), the somewhat warmer water which deepens very 
gradually, and the numerous facilities for water-sports combine to make it 
'deal for a lakeside holiday - sun-worshippers, those who love the water 
ar, d families with children will find all they seek here. Covering a length ot 
some 70km/44 miles, all the various places along the south coast have 
mer 9ed almost completely to form one holiday complex. 
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Sibfok 


Situated at the mouth of the little Si6 river, Siofok is the regional ccntreand 
the largest town on the south bank,' in recent years it has become a 
favourite spot with holidaymakers, mainly because of its excellent i n . 
frastructure (good restaurants, shops, hotels, etc.) and beaches; in the 
summer months the population of Siofok increases fivefold. 

History Back in Roman times attempts were made to put the mouth of the little Si6 

river to good use, and a canal was built. Thetown of Fok, mentioned in 1055 
in the Tihany town charter, was seized by the Turks in 1541. They took up 
positions in a castle built in the water and from there they ruled the wholeof 
the south bank area. In 1863 the Sio Canal was built, through which the 
Balaton fleet of ships could find its way to the Danube. Siofok has the 
building of the Budapest-Fiume rail link in 1861 to thank for its devel¬ 
opment into a tourist resort; five years later the park and promenade came 
into being and hotels and restaurants shot up after Budapest society had 
"discovered" the resort. 

Sights The town centre of Siofok lies south of the railway line between Kalman 

Imre setany and Tanacshaz utca, with the extensive and partially lawned Fo 
t6r (town square) in the very centre. The square is dominated by the South 
Balaton Cultural Centre, opened in 1976, with a theatre seating 500, confer¬ 
ence and exhibition rooms and a municipal library. The Beszedes-Jozsef 
Museum on the bridge of the same name overthe Sio (Sio utca 2) provides 
information on the history of Lake Balaton, including archaeological finds, 
economy, navigation and folk-art. In the house in which the great com¬ 
poser of operettas Imre Kalman was born, at Kalman Imre setany 5, some 
of his personal possessions are displayed in a small exibition in his memo¬ 
ry. The Evangelical Church built by Imre Makovecz, situated outside the 
town in Fo utca, just before it joins Dozsa Gyorgy utca, looks more like 
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some mythical creature than a church. Makovecz, who also designed the 
Hungarian pavilion at the 1992 World Exhibition in Seville, was thefounder 
of a new alternative form of architecture in Hungary which has already 
earned international recognition (see also Sarospatak). The Balaton Navi¬ 
gation Company has had its head office at this busy port since 1889. East of 
the harbour Petofi setany forms a promenade along the bank of the lake, 
and on it will be found Siofok's largest hotels - some six-storied, some 
twelve - with their own swimming pools, sports facilities and restaurants. 
Adjoining the line of hotels is the well-known beach resort of Aranypart 
(Golden Beach); the beach west of the harbour is called Ezustpart (Silver 
Bank). Both beaches offer both public bathing areas and others reserved 
for hotel guests. 


The motorway M 7 ends before it reaches Zamardi, and Highway 7 then Zamardi 
continues along the south bank. North of the railway line there is a 10km/6 
mile stretch of holiday homes one after the other, and on the other side of 
the line lies the old village centre. Visitors should visit the local museum at 
Fo utca 83, a typical arcaded house with a pergola, thatched roof and barn. 

One room and the kitchen are fitted out with country-style furniture and 
everyday items from days gone by. 


Beyond Zamardi there is a turn-off from Highway 7 to a former 18th/19th c. Szantod-puszta 
estate, which was once owned by the Tihany monastery and today serves 
partly as a museum but is used mainly for tourist purposes, with a riding 
school, horse and carriage rides, wine-tasting, restaurants, overnight 
accommodation, etc. The oldest buildings are those comprising the magni¬ 
ficent country seat dating from 1741, now occupied by the administrator of 
the estate, together with its adjoining wine-cellar where 5000hl/110,000 
gallons of wine are stored and which visitors are invited to taste. There is 
also a bailiff's house, stables where typical Hungarian animals such as 
longhorn mountain sheep are kept, servants' quarters, and on the hill the 
chapel of St Christopher built in 1735 (open: May-Sept. 9am-7pm). Theold 
kermis, a traditional annual fair with craft-markets, performances of folk¬ 
dancing, etc., has recently been revived and is held in the last week in July 
each year. 

On the narrowest part of the lake (1-5km/1 mile) will be found the landing Szantod 
stage for the ferry to Tihany, the only ferry across Lake Balaton. The trip to 
the north bank takes only about ten minutes. The friendly inn known as 
Rev-csarda (Ferry csarda) has stood near the jetty since 1839. 


The small town of Balatonfoldvar (alt. 108m/355ft; pop. 2200) can lookback Balatonfoldvar 

on a long tradition as a bathing resort. Beautifully situated and criss- 

crossed with parks, this holiday centre boasts a sizeable bathing beach and 

the largest marina on Lake Balaton. Remains of the ditch around the Iron 

Age earth fortifications (Foldvar) -from which the town gets its name- can 

still be seen. Carbonated water bubbles forth from a fountain near the 

railway station. In the harbour bay, between the breakwaters of the 

246m/270yd long mole, lies the little island of Galambsziget (Dove Island), a 

sun-worshippers' paradise. , .. . 

In the evenings people like to stroll along the mile-long promenade lined 
with plane trees. The promenade is named after the great Hungarian 
hydraulic engineer Jeno Kvassay. 


In Koroshegy, 3km/2 miles south of Balatonfoldvar, the Franciscans built a 
church with an east tower in 1460; today the church is known mainly for its 
organ concerts. The exterior is reminiscent of Gothic fortified churches. 
The reredos of this single-aisled church (now a parish church) with its 
portrayal of Christ on the Cross is the work of the Viennese artist Johann 
Hofbauer (1803-46). In Koroshegy's little wine-vault it is possible to try me 
local wines. 


Excursion to 
Koroshegy and 
Zala 
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Balatonsz£rsz6 


Balatonszemes 


Boglarlelle 


Excursion to 
Buzsafc 


Somogyvar 


Fonyod 


Balatonfenyves 


In Zala, some 20km/13 miles inland from Koroshegy, is the house in which 
Mihaly Zichy (1827-1906), the court painter of the Russian Czars, was born. 

In the autumn of 1937 the great Hungarian poet Attila Jozsef (1905-37) 
tragically committed suicide in the quiet holiday resort of Balatonszarszo 
In the boarding-house at Jozsef Attila utca 7 where he spent his last days 
there is a museum in his memory. 


Situated more or less in the middle of the south bank, Balatonszemes has 
developed into an impressive bathing resort. The old village centre lieson a 
hill, the more exclusive residential quarter is on a slope above the railway 
line and the modern holiday complex, harbour and swimming pools lie on 
the bank of the lake. At Bajcsy Zsilinszky lit 36, at the upper end of the 
village, visitors will find the Postal Museum, housed in what used to be the 
post office on the Szekesfehervar-Nagykanizsa stretch of road. "Owl Cas¬ 
tle" (Bagolyvar), near the railway station, was built at the beginning of this 
century as an extravagant folly. During the Turkish period there was 
actually a castle here, known by the name of "Fools' Castle" (Bolondvar); 
some remains can still be seen. 


The communities of Balatonlelle and Balatonboglar merged to form that of 
Boglarlelle. Like most of the townships on the south bank of Lake Balaton, 
the core of the old town lies south of the railway line and main highway, 
while the modern holiday area is on the very banks of the lake. The House of 
Culture (Muvelodesi haz) at Kossuth Lajos utca 2 in Lelle, a former Classical 
manor house built in 1838, is renowned for the exhibitions of craft and 
folk-art held there every summer. On August 20th (Constitution Day) the 
Antal Kapoli Prize is awarded to the best woodcarver. There is a fine view 
over the lake to be had from the 162m/530ft high castle mound with its 
forest parkland which has been designated a nature reserve. 


Some 20km/13 miles south-west of Boglarlelle (approach by way of Len- 
gyeltoti and turn right there), Buzsak has earned a reputation as a strong¬ 
hold of folk-art and crafts in the Somogy region. Even today the ladies ot 
the town still embroider blankets and rugs, cushions and costumes wi 
colourful ethnic patterns or decorate them with applique flowers a 
leaves madefrom red material. Inthe Museum of Arts and Crafts their wore 
can be admired and, of course, purchased. The old costumes are still 
in the village procession on the occasion of the traditional kermis o 
held on the second or third Sunday in August of each year. 


From Buzsak it is worth making a detourto Somogyvar, 11km/7 miless to 
of Lengyeltoti on the road to Kaposvar. The royal Benedictine monaster/, 
the uncovered ruins of which are open to visitors, was built in 1091 -^ or 
the site of a Bronze Age rampart. 


The second largest holiday town on the south bank stretches as far as th 
ancient settlement area at the foot of the extinct Fonyod volcano, x 
highest elevation on the south side with the two peaks of Sipos; ri. by 
( 207m/680ft) and Var-hegy (233m/765ft). When the railway line wa 
along the south bank in the 19th c. the town soon grew into a P°P g 
resort. Four holiday centres lie along the 8km/5 mile stretch a j °"9 ™ 
from Fonyod - Sandortelep, Belatelep, Fonyodliget and Also-Beiate p- 


This comparatively recent lakeside resort was wrested from the Nagy 

marshes in the 1950s, when land was needed for agricultural purpose . 

resort grew up north of the railway line. Large and small holiday horn 
villas are scattered over the wooded terrain. r p the 

A miniature railway runs to the neighbouring Csiszta-puszta, wne three 
warm springs supply water at 42°C/108°F to a thermal bath with 
basins. 
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The township of Balatonmariafiirdo extends for 10km/6 miles along the Balatonm^risfurdS 

bank. It is only since the 1960s that it has grown into a holiday centre. The 

railway station and the adjacent public beach form the centre of Balaton- 

mariafurdo. This is a good place for anyone seeking a quiet and restful 

holiday. 

This, the last resort before reaching the mouth of the Zala river and the Balatonbereny 
Kis-Balaton nature reserve, was a popular holiday destination around the 
turn of the century. The old village at the foot of Bokros-hegy (153m/502ft) 
still boasts a number of the beautiful rural houses so typical of the region 
(especially the building at Csillagvar utca 68) and a Gothic church at Kos¬ 
suth Lajos utca, converted to Baroque in the mid-18th c. From Bokros-hegy, 
too, there is a beautiful view of Lake Balaton and the surrounding 
countryside. 


See Facts and Figures, Lakes and Rivers 


Kis-Balaton 


Bekescsaba 


G 3 


Region: Bekes 
Altitude: 90m/295ft 
Population: 70,150 

Bekescsaba, the capital of the Bekes region, lies 210km/130 miles south- Situation and 
east of Budapest in the centre of Hungary's most fertile wheat-growing Characteristics 
area. There are indications that it was inhabited back in the year 1300, but 
the town died completely during the turmoils of the Turkish wars. In 1718 
the great landowner Baron Harruckern arranged for Slovaks from Upper 
Hungary to settle here, as a result of which Bekescsaba is still the focal point 
of the Slovak minority living in Hungary. In addition to Slovaks, Germans 
came here from the Rhineland and Romania, This region is also known as 
"Stormy Corner", because at the turn of the century the rural population 
resorted to large-scale strikes and demonstrations in support of their strug¬ 
gle for rights. 


Sights 

The building at Kossuth ter, built between 1807-24 in the classical 18th c. The great 

plait style, is the largest Evangelical church in Hungary. It has galleries on Evangelical 

two levels, providing seating for a congregation of 2900. The church tower Church 
is 70m/230ft high. 


The house at Garai utca 21, built in 1818 in the rural neo-classical style, Slovak 

gives an insight into the lives of the Slovaks in and around Bekescsaba local museum 

(open: Tue.-Sun. 10am-6pm). 


The major 19th c. Hungarian painter (1844-1909; see Famous People), was Mihaiy 
apprenticed to a cabinet-maker in Bekescsaba, and later lived and worked Munkacsy 
in Vienna, Munich, Diisseldorf and Paris. Munkacsy, whose real name was Museum 
Lieb and who was descended from a Bavarian family who had settled in 
Hungary 200 years earlier, became famous for his realistic genre scenes 
and still lifes. Some of his works and personal effects are on display in the 
museum at Szechenyi utca 2 (open : Tue.-Sun. 10am-6pm) together with 
some beautiful and rare specimens of the local fauna as well as folklore 
items. In front of the museum stands a statue of Munkacsy by Miklos 
Borsos. 
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Arp£d Baths 


Open-air 

museum 


The right bank of the Eluviz Canal - lined with sculptures of famous men 
born in the town — leads to the Arpad fiirdo baths, with alkaline water 
containing hydrogen carbonate which reaches temperatures of 74°C/165 °f. 

A farmstead and a windmill 4km/2'/* miles outside Bekescsaba on the road 
to Gyula (open: April 4th-Oct. 31st, Tue.-Sun. 10am-4pm) also provide an 
insight into the culture of this region in days gone by. 


Surroundings 


Mezobereny 


This town (pop 12,000) 18km/11 miles north of Bekescsaba, a commercial 
and industrial centre of this mainly agricultural region, was also populated 
by Baron Harruckern with Germans, Slovaks and Hungarians. The German- 
Protestant tradition is still very much alive - for example, there is a Ger- 
man-speaking grammar school here - and this is strengthened by links 
with the German town of Munsingen. The mid-18th c. Evangelical church is 
Late Baroque, and the reredos by Soma Petrich was installed in 1854. 


Szarvas 


See entry 


Oroshaza 


Gyoparosfurdo 


The agricultural town of Oroshaza (91m/300ft; pop. 37,000) lies 38km/ 
24 miles south-west of Bekescsaba on the main road to Szeged, and the 
surrounding region is a centre of poultry production in Hungary. Industrial 
development commenced with the discovery of natural gas, and foodstuffs 
and glass are now manufactured here. The modern glassworks in Oro¬ 
shaza accounts for 40% of the country's glass production. In the early years 
of this century the town was a stronghold of socialist agricultural move¬ 
ments and the radical peasants' party. 

Apart from the Evangelical church on Gyory Vilmos, Oroshaza boasts no 
historical monuments. The church authorities were granted permission to 
build a church only on condition that the tower, which they began to erect 
in 1777, was kept separate. It was 1830 before a start was made on building 
the main body of the church. In the Ragyanszki Arboretum in Gardonyi 
Geza utca thrive more than 2000 species of tree, including many coniters 
and exotic plants. 


5km/3 miles north of Oroshaza lies the resort of Gyoparosfurdo near Lake 
Gyoparos, into which flows thermal spring water containing soda. 


*Gyula 

Characteristics 


"Gyulai kolbSsz" 


Castle 
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Gyula (pop. 35,000), a nostalgically pretty and popular spa town, lies near 
the Hungaro-Romanian border 16km/10 miles south-east of Bekescsaba on 
an arm of the White Koros river. The town was first officially recordedi 
1214 as a monastery; its castle was captured by the Turks in 1566 and un 
they were driven out in 1695 it was the capital of a sandchak, or admin i - 
trative district. The new lord of the manor, the Austrian Baron Harruckern, 
built a palace near the castle in 1720 and imported German workers w _ 
established themselves with their own town administration in what is no 
known as "German Gyula" to the left of the present-day avenue Bex 
sugarut. To its right lies Hungarian Gyula. Later on Harruckern myi 
Romanians into the country, and today Gyula is still the centre ot 
Romanian minority. 

From the meat factory in Gyula comes "Gyulai kolbasz", a richly-spiced 
sausage. 

The massive square castle at Gyula {near the thermal baths), the only 
medieval brick-built castle on the lowland plain, was built in phases t? 
tween the 14th c. and 1480, and was restored in the 1950s. It was 18° 
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Gyuta Castle 


before a proper bridge was built across the ditch. The red stone of the castle 
provides a perfect backdrop for the boats sailing on the pond. Inside the 
walls the Gyula Castle Theatre puts on performances every summer. 

Objects and documents illustrating the castle's history are on display in the 
castle museum (open: Tue.-Sun. 10am-5pm). 

The large Varfiirdo baths in a 30ha/75 acre park on Kossuth Lajos utca, 
provide everything the visitor to the spa can wish for. The waters, with a 
temperature of 70°C/158°F at source, contain sodium and hydrated sodium 
carbonate and have proved beneficial especially in the treatment of joint 
problems and gynaecological complaints. The old baths were built in 1833 
by converting a former riding school. The complex also includes a sanato¬ 
rium and a spa hotel with 800 beds. 

The Late Baroque church (Belvarosi plebania templom) on Harruckern ter 
was built in 1777. In the choir can be seen the tomb of its founder, Baron 
Harruckern; it dates from 1777 and was the work of the Viennese artist 
Martin Schmidt. The main altarpiece by Hubert Maurer shows the Assump¬ 
tion of the Virgin Mary. 

In a corner of pretty Erkel ter (at No. 1) stands a house built in 1801 in the 
classical 18th c. plait style. Here the Szazeves cukraszda, famous through- 
out Hungary, sells tempting coffee and cakes, a pleasant experience ma e 
3ll the more enjoyable by the 1840 Biedermeter furnishings. The old coo 
ing utensils are also of interest. 

The neo-classical house at No. 6 Apor Vilmos ter, built in 1795, is where 
Ferenc Erkel (1810-93) was born; he was the founder of the Hungarian 
National Opera and composer of the National Anthem. An exhibition 
(open: Tue.-Sun. 10am-5pm) portrays his life and work. On the wall ot the 
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Castle baths 


Parish church 


One hundred 
year-old caf£ 
and cake-shop 


House 

commemorating 
Ferenc Erkel 
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house facing Durer Albert utca there is a plaque pointing out that Albert 
Durer was Hungarian by birth. The Ajtossy family from the nearby villaqe'iS 
Ajtos-falva ("Doormaker Village") lived here. Antal Ajtossy later became a 
goldsmith, emigrated to the Netherlands and in 1455 went to Nuremberg i n 
Germany where he took the name of "Turer". His son was the brilliant 
painter and engraver Albrecht Durer. In Kossuth utca 17, near the castle, j s 
the Durer Room (Durer terem), in which temporary exhibitions are held of 
work by contemporary artists. 


Budapest E 2 


Region: Budapest 
Altitude: 97-529m/318-1736ft 
Population: 2.2 million 

Note The description of Budapest in this guide has deliberately been kept com¬ 

paratively brief, as a more detailed guide to the city is separately available 
in this series. 

Metropolis Budapest, capital of the Republic of Hungary, is considered by many visi¬ 

tors to be the "Paris of the East" because of its particular charm; it is the 
most densely populated and culturally the most important metropolis of 
Eastern Central Europe. 

Situation Budapest is situated at a favourable spot for communications across the 

Danube, leading from the Hungarian Central Uplands to the Great Hungar- 
ian Plain. Topographical contrasts are a feature of the unique townscape. 
The territory of the city on the right of the Danube includes the river terraces 
of varying heights and extends far into the Buda Upland, which is com¬ 
posed of dolomite and chalk and which was articulated by a tectonic 
disturbance into a higher northern part and a lower southern part. 



The Danube separating Buda from Pest 
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The plain of Pest on the left bank of the Danube is far better suited to 
settlement. 

The present Hungarian capital formally came into being in 1872, with the The emergence 

amalgamation into one of three previously independent towns, Old Buda of 'he city 

(Obuda), Buda, strategically placed on a hill, and Pest, a densely inhabited 

and rapidly developing township on the other side of the Danube. The new 

city very quickly became the administrative, commercial and industrial 

centre of Hungary. 


The city covers an area of 525sq.km/203sq.miles. About 173sq.km/- Area and 
67sq.miles of the city area are on the right bank of the Danube and about city districts 
352sq.km/106sq.miles on the left bank. Budapest extends from north to 
south approximately 25km/16 miles and from east to west about 30km/ 

19 miles. 

The city is divided into 22 districts. The commercial quarter (District V), 
which was not dissimilar to the central business district of a Western city 
even before the fall of the "Iron Curtain", extends along Pest's Danube 
bank. Before the fall of Communism all the government and administrative 
offices, financial and commercial institutions as well as important cultural 
and scientific establishments were concentrated in this area, and indeed 
this is still the case under the new democratic regime. There are more than 
600,000 jobs in District V alone. The population density amounts to 4000 
per sq.km/1540 per sq.mile, and another 500,000 or more commute daily 
from elsewhere. 

The fringe districts comprise the outer domiciliary and working districts. 

More than 200,000 jobs have been set up here, mainly created by modern 
industrial concerns. Most people in these areas live in dull high-rise flats 
and on housing estates, although there are now larger areas of mostly 
privately-owned houses with pretty gardens. 


The richest mineral springs in Europe are to be found in the area of the city Spa town 
of Budapest. 123 registered thermal springs provide curative waters of 
varying temperatures. Some of these springs have been used for ther¬ 
apeutic purposes since Celtic times. 


Traces have been found of settlements dating back as far as the Old Stone 
Age. People lived on both sides of the Danube, where Budapest now 
stands, in the second millennium b.c. Bronze Age urn sites have also been 
uncovered. In the 6th c. b.c. Scythians from the Black Sea region settled 
here, and there are signs of Celto-lllyrian tribes having been here in the 
4th/3rd c. b.c. 

A decisive factor in the town's development was the building ot a Homan 
fort in what is now Obuda. The Roman base of Aquincum, separated into 
civilian and military districts, was the capital of the province of Pannonia 

and flourished during the second half of the 2nd c. b.c. 

In the 5th c. a.d. the Huns swept across the country, and King Attila set up a 
great new kingdom in what is now Hungary. From the 6th to the 9th c. the 
Avars settled where Budapest now stands. About 896 the Magyars led by 
Prince Arpad settled in the area of present-day Obuda. 

Around the year 1000 Stephen (Istvan) I, King of Hungary organised a 
feudal state on the Central European model and introduced Christianity, 
few years later merchants from central and western Europe sett e m ui a 
and Pest and helped both places to develop rapidly. In 1241 42 Mongols 
stormed the Danube cities of Buda and Pest. A few years later the con¬ 
struction of the Castle of Buda ordered by King Bela IV was completed. 
From then on Buda became a royal town, while de ,J /el °P ed L n = 
Prosperous trading centre. In the second half of the 15th c. Ma ” h ‘ as 
nus extended the Royal Palace and Buda, together with Visegrad, becam 

centre of Renaissance culture. . . p t .. Hpr 

ln 1526, after their victory at Mohacs, the Turks took Buda and Pest. Under 


History 
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Sultan Suleyman I (the Magnificent) many churches wore converted j nt 
mosques, fine bath-houses constructed and defensive works modernised 
Buda became the seat of a Grand Vizier. 

It was 1686 before Charles of Lorraine was able to retake 6buda, Buda and 
Pest for the House of Habsburg. Various measures taken during the reign 0 f 
Empress Maria Theresa led to a further economic upsurge in Buda a nf j 
Pest, largely brought about by an influx of German-speaking settlers. In 
1777 Buda was made a university town but lost this title to Pest a few years 
later. The left bank of the Danube soon became the intellectual and political 
centre of the country. In 1848-49 there was a civil revolution led by liberal 
nobles. 

The Chain Bridge was opened in 1849, with the aim of helping Obuda, Buda 
and Pest to merge more quickly. In 1867 Emperor Franz Joseph I and 
Empress Elisabeth ("Sissi") were crowned in Matthias Church. The Austro- 
Hungarian monarchy of the Danube came into being. In 1872 6 buda, Buda 
and Pest were combined into one city with a population of more than 
150,000, and a great economic upswing followed, and continental Europe's 
first underground railway was opened in 1896. At the outbreak of the First 
World War many well-known industrial firms established themselves in the 
Budapest region. 

As a result of the war Budapest suffered severe economic setbacks which 
continued in the years between the wars. Towards the end of the Second 
World War, in the autumn of 1944, Budapest became a front-line town and 
suffered severe damage, especially in the castle quarter where units of the 
German army were barricaded in. 

From February 13th 1945 onwards Soviet troops controlled the whole of 
Budapest and thereafter it was ruled along strict Soviet lines. In the autumn 
of 1956 political turmoil and economic hardship fuelled popular uprisings 
which were savagely put down by Hungarian and Soviet forces of law and 
order. The inner city presented a picture of devastation. 

In the 1960s and 1970s much inner-city building and reconstruction took 
place, such as the opening to traffic of the Elisabeth Bridge, extension of the 
underground network, renovation of the old city centre, especially the 
castle quarter, and the building of large luxury hotels both in the castle 
quarter and on the Pest bank of the Danube. What soon became known as 
"goulash communism" encouraged an upsurge in tourism, and visitors 
from both East and West Germany, Austrians, Italians and Americans in 
particular visited the city in ever-increasing numbers. 

In the 1980s Budapest joined other large cities in becoming the venue for 
important sporting events (e.g. the world gymnastic championships in 
1983) and other large functions, such as the KSZE-Culture forum which was 
held in Budapest in 1985. In 1986 an important COMECON conference was 
held here which heralded the start of far-reaching changes in world politics^ 
In 1989 the events of 1956 could be viewed in a fresh light, and on June 16tn 
hundreds of thousands paid homage to the former prime minister Imre 
Nagy who had been disgraced and executed 31 years previously. These 
political changes led to the Iron Curtain on the Hungaro-Austrian border 
being pulled down, and several thousand East Germans took advantage o 
the situation to flee to West Germany and other western countries. 


Trade and Budapest is the economic, industrial and communications centre of Hun- 

industry gary, and since the fall of the Iron Curtain in 1989 in particular foreign 

money has poured in and it now boasts a stock exchange as well 
branches of foreign banks and insurance companies. A considerable P an 
of Hungarian industry is concentrated in Budapest, including the mae u 
facture of motor cars and machinery, chemicals, pharmaceuticals, textiles 
and clothing, foodstuffs and luxury goods, building firms, the printing an 
paper industries and publishing firms. Csepel harbour with its free P° 
area is at present the most important port on the Danube. Ferihegy Airp°p 
in Budapest has grown within just a few years to become the most presti 
gious airport in Eastern Europe outside Russia. 
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Furthermore, Budapest is currently a leading centre of international tou¬ 
rism, as it can equally meet the needs of the business traveller or of those 
seeking cultural fulfilment or just a relaxing holiday. There is much to see, 
historical sites, 64 museums and art galleries, some famous educational 
institutions (over 20 colleges including the Semmelweis University of 
Medicine and the Franz Liszt Academy of Music, to name but two), exten¬ 
sive exhibition and conference centres, excellent health facilities, including 
at least five well-known spa establishments, gambling casinos, massive 
sports halls and stadiums and even a Formula 1 race-track. 

About a fifth of Hungary's total population lives in Budapest. However, for Population 
some years now significant changes have been noted in the city's pop¬ 
ulation statistics. Population growth has slowed down considerably, and 
people are tending more and more to move from the inner city to the 
outskirts; more than 16,000 people have left District V, for example, since 
the mid-1970s. 

The vast majority of the inhabitants of Budapest are of Magyar descent. As 
well as Sinti and Romany gypsies, other important minorities include 
Germans, Slovaks, Serbs, Croats and Romanians. 

Well over a half of the population of Budapest are Roman-Catholics, and 
about a quarter are Protestants. 

The political troubles in Romania and the civil war conditions in the former 
Yugoslavia have resulted in floods of refugees, and Budapest has felt the 
effects of this. Unconfirmed reports at present indicate that there could be 
between 100,000 and 200,000 refugees living in the Budapest area. In 
addition, large numbers of immigrants, some describing themselves as 
"tourists", are entering the country from the Ukraine, Russia and Poland as 
well as from many Far East and Middle East countries . 


Sights in Buda 

Most museums in Budapest are open from Tuesday to Sunday inclusive Note 
(closed on Mondays), from 10am to 6pm. 

In the 13th c. the Hungarian King Bela IV recognised the importance of the Situation and 
wedge-shaped hill (168m/550ft) standing alone on the right bank of the Importance 
Danube. He built a castle on its south-eastern spur and soon this was 
extended to become the royal residence of the kings of Hungary. At the 
same time a royal town grew up on the plateau of Castle Hill, and over the 

years this became the glittering capital of Hungary. 

The settlement known as Buda quickly spread down the hill and in the 
course of time merged with the neighbouring settlement of Obuda. The old 
centre of Buda, now pedestrianised, has been able to retain its ancient 
charm. After suffering severe damage in the Second World War its histor¬ 
ical monuments have been lovingly restored and now attract thousands of 
visitors every year. Buda and the adjoining section of the River Danube 
have been designated areas of great cultural value by UNESCO. 


**Castle Palace (Var-paiota) 

The first castle was built in the 13th c. on the south spur of Castle Hill. Its 
purpose was to provide protection from attacks by Mongols an a ar . 

Unfortunately nothing remains of this building. 

Under King Karl Robert a smaller palace was erected. King S igismund, who 
made Buda his residence, had a Gothic castle built, which was considerably 
extended, in Renaissance style, under Matthias Corvinus. .. 

Although the Castle Palace survived during the time of Turkish 0 CC “P at ‘°"' 
« was nevertheless almost completely ruined during 1the Siege of 1 
Therefore, in the 18th c. a new castle was built, which in the time o 


History 
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Empress Maria Theresa had more than 200 rooms. The Castle Palac®- 
now on the residence of the Palatine (the representative ofthe ™, s ° yb | 
overlords), was rebuilt by the architects Alajos Hauszmann and Mikios 
in Neo-Baroque style. A symmetrical layout was created which is tocu 
on the centra! dome (62m/203ft high) facing the Danube. 

The extensive buildings were badly damaged in the Second Wor . 0 

After decades of restoration work, in the course of which it was possi 
preserve many medieval and Renaissance structures, individual sec 
are gradually being opened up to the public. 

At the southern end of thecomplex, parts of the medieval castle ^ aV h e ,^g e a r 
reconstructed. The Buzogany Tower (buzogany means flail or cluD ^j C h 
the Ferdinand Gate is impressive. Outside stands the South Tower, 
was in existence in the 15th and 16th c. jm ^ 

Outside the walls of the castle a number of Turkish tombstones can s 
seen. 

* thf? 

The Hungarian National Gallery (Magyar Nemzeti Galeria) is housed ,rt 
main wing of the castle facing the Danube. A wide cross-section of Hung 
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ian sculpture and painting is on display, ranging from the time of the 
Magyar invasion through the Gothic, Renaissance and Baroque periods to 
the richly productive 19th and 20th centuries. The sculptures and panel 
paintings from the medieval and Renaissance periods are of particular 
interest, as are the Late Baroque works and 19th c. paintings and sculptures 
by Balint Kiss, Mor Than, Laszlo P3I, Mihaly Munkicsy, Alajos Strobl and 
Gydrgy Zala. 

Also very worthy of study are pictures painted in the 20th c., including 
works by Bela Czobel, Jozsef Egry and Jozsef Rippl-Ronai. 


Budapest 


The Budapest Historical Museum (Budapesti Torteneti Muzeum; City 
Museum; Castle Museum) is housed in the south wing of the castle. It 
contains highly interesting documents, ceramics, wrought-iron work, tex¬ 
tiles, household utensils and other objects which provide a comprehensive 
picture of life in the independent towns of 6buda, Buda and Pest up to 1872. 
In the Renaissance Room is a picture showing Matthias Corvinus and 
Beatrice of Aragon, his second wife. In the Gothic Room are fine sculptures 
dated between 1370 and 1420, which were discovered during excavation 
work in 1974. 

Other Gothic sculptures can be seen in the lower chapel. A beautiful 15th c. 
triptych has been set up in the choir of the chapel. 


^Budapest 

Historical 

Museum 


The Szechenyi National Library has been housed in the south-west wing of 
the palace since 1985. This institution, founded by Count Ferenc Szechenyi 
in 1802, contains about 6 million documents, including well over 600,000 
manuscripts and morethan 180,000 maps. The highlight of the collection is 
the "Budapest Manuscripts”, some of the oldest known medieval illumi¬ 
nated scripts. 


*Szechenyi 
National Library 


Restored house fa$dde$ in the Cestle Quarter 
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The Museum of the Hungarian Workers' Movement (Magyar Munkasrnoz- 
galmi Muzeum) is housed in the northern wing. 


In front of the domed building, on the side facing the Danube, stands a 
bronze equestrian statue by Jozsef Rona (1900), representing Prince 
Eugene of Savoy who opposed the Turks. 


**Castle Quarter 

Szent Gyorgy ter Between the Castle Palace and the former Upper Town lies St George's 
(St George's Square, where jousting tournaments and other equestrian games were 

Square) held in the Middle Ages, On the south side of the square, near the castle, 

stands a beautiful ornamental fountain (1904) designed by Alajos Strobl; it 
shows King Matthias Corvinus hunting. 


Sandor Palace 
(Sandor palota) 

*Castle Theatre 
(Varsinhaz) 


Disz ter 

(former Parade 
Ground) 


Uri utca 

(Gentlemen's 

Street} 


Cave system in 
the Castle Hill 


Tarnok utca 
(Treasurer's 
Street) 

Arany Sas 
(Golden Eagle) 

Arany Hordo 


*Szentharomsag 
ter (Trinity 
Square) 

^Matthias Church 
(Matyas-templom) 


On the north-east side of the square stands Sandor Palace, built in 1806 in 
the neo-classical style. 


From St George's Square Szinhaz utca (Theatre Street) leads north to Disz 
ter (see below). On its east side an old Carmelite monastery was converted 
to the Castle Theatre (Varsinhaz) following its dissolution in the 18th c. 
The theatre was designed by F. Kempelen in 1787. The building was 
damaged in the Second World War but was renovated and re-opened a few 
years ago in glittering new splendour. 


Disz ter stands more or less in the middle of the Castle Quarter. This square, 
surrounded by several Baroque and Classical buildings, has in the past 
been a market place, place of execution and parade ground. In the centre 
stands a pleasing Honved statue by Gyorgy Zala (1893) which commem¬ 
orates the War of Liberation of 1848-49. 


Uri utca (Gentlemen's Street) leads north from the north-west side of the 
square. Baroque and, above all, Gothic architecture (see No. 40) are fea¬ 
tures of Uri utca. 


: r om No. 9 Gentlemen's Street there is access to the vast system of caves 
ind underground passages which were dug in the castle hill in days gone 
dv This subterranean network covers about 24km/15 miles in an. ine 
3erman army was able to hold out here for a long time towards the end ot 
he Second World War. 

\ waxworks (panopticum) has been installed in part of the cave-system, 
Dortraying important events in Hungarian history. 

larnok utca leads north to Szentharomsag ter (Trinity Square) from the 
north-east side of Disz ter. Along this bustling street are a number or 
Historically important buildings, which still display medieval. Baroque ana 

neo-classical elements. ... , 1h a 

The Arany Sas-patika (Golden Eagle Pharmacy; No. 18), dating from tne 
18th c., is now furnished as a pharmaceutical museum. 

The Arany Hordo guest-house (Golden Barrel; No. 14) retains its medieval 
painted facade. 


The central square in the Castle Quarter is Szentharomsag ter, with a large 
Baroque plague column designed by Barbier and Ungleich (1714). A num¬ 
ber of particularly noteworthy buildings are grouped around the square. 


The Matthias Church (Church of Our Lady, Coronation Church) in Buda is 
one of the principal sights of the Hungarian capital. It is the successor to a 
13th c. church built in the time of King Bela IV, which has since been rebuii 
and extended on several occasions. During the period of Turkish rule it^was 

converted into a mosque. In 1867 Emperor Franz Joseph I of Austria and his 
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Matthias Church 
(Church of Our Lady) 
Matyas-templom 

1 Main Doorway 

2 St Mary’s Doorway 

3 Loreto Chapel 

4 Baptistery Chapel 

5 Chapel ol 
St Emmerich 

6 Trinity Chapel 

7 St Stephen's Chapel j 

8 Ladislaus Chapel 

9 Sacristy 

10 Entrance to Church 
Museum 


Empress Elisabeth ("Sissi") were crowned here; Franz Liszt (see Famous 
People) composed his famous Coronation Mass for the occasion. 

The church was rebuilt in its present form at the end of the 19th c. by Frigyes 
Schulek. 

Behind a grille enclosing the Chapel of the Holy Trinity in the north aisle can 
be seen the sarcophagi of King Bela III and his wife; they were originally 
buried in the Cathedral at Szekesfehervar and were reinterred in the Mat¬ 
thias Church in 1848. 

The crypt, the Royal Oratory, the Oratory of the Knights of St John, and St 
Stephen's Chapel now serve as the church museum. In the Royal Oratory 
the standards which were raised at the Coronation of King Charles IV and 
Queen Zita on December 30th 1916 still hang. In the museum can be seen 
reliquaries and other ecclesiastical treasures, as well as a replica of the 
Hungarian royal crown. 


On the south-west corner of Trinity Square (Szentharomsag ter) stands the *Old Town Hall 

former Town Hall of Buda, now the home of one section of the Hungarian 

Academy of Science. This magnificent building was erected at the end of 

the 17th c. from plans by the Italian architect Ceresola. The oriel balcony, 

small towers, courtyard and staircase are of considerable architectural and 

historical interest, Below the east oriel window can be seen "Pallas 

Athene" by Carlo Adami (1795). 


Szentharomsag utca leads from Szentharomsag ter to the west wall of the Szentharomsag 
Castle Quarter. A visit is recommended to Ruszwurm Cafe (Ruszwurm utca (Trinity 

cukraszda; No. 7); steeped in tradition, it has stood here since 1827 on the Street) 

site of its medieval predecessor. 


On Castle Hill, atthe spot where in the Middle Ages thefishermen had their 
defence installations, the Fishermen's Bastion was built behind the Mat¬ 
thias Church between 1895 and 1902. Its towers, colonnades and embra¬ 
sures, which were designed in Neo-Romanesque style by Frigyes Schulek, 
were renovated a few years ago. From the bastion there is a magnificent 

view over the city and the Danube. 

In the south courtyard of the bastion stands a bronze equestrian statue of St 
Stephen (Szent Istvan); dated 1906, it is the work of Alajos Strobl. On its 
Base are reliefs showing scenes from the saint's life. 

In the north courtyard of the bastion stand two pleasing statues of the 
monks Julianus and Geltert, by Karoly Antal (1937). 


* 'Fishermen's 

Bastion 

(Halaszbastya) 


St Stephen 


Julianus and 
Gell6rt 
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Above the Danube: Fishermen's Bastion... 



.,. and the Matthias Church 


Hess Andras ter 
(Andrew Hess 
Square} 


This square is named after Andrew Hess, the first printer of books in Buda 
(1473) Medieval remains on the east side of the square were clever/ 
incorporated a few years ago into the architecture of the highly modern 
luxury hotel the Budapest Hilton. Among these important remains istne w 
Nicholas Tower (Miklos torony), a relic of the Late Gothic Church of 
Nicholas of the Dominicans who had a monastery here. 

The monument to Pope Innocent XI was the work of J. Dam ko (193b). 
Behind the monument is the architectural complex known as Voros s 
(the Red Hedgehog), which dates from the 17th-18th c. and which was later 

remodelled in Classical style. 


Fortuna utca 
(Fortuna Street) 


TSncsics MihSly 
utca 


OrszSgh&z utca 

(Parliament 

Street) 


At the north-west corner of Andrew Hess Square is Fortuna utca, (_ 
terised by some very beautiful buildings in the Baroque and plait styi®. 
The street is named after the Fortuna Inn (No. 4; now the Museum 
Commerce and Catering). 


Tancsics Mihaly utca, the street where large numbers of Jews once lived, 
leads from the northern end of Andrew Hess Square to Becsi Kaput (V 
Gate). A prayer-house of the Jewish community of Buda was founae 
in the 15th c. 


Orsz^ghaz utca is the principal street of the northern Castle Qua 
Baroque and Classical architecture predominate here, s 

The former Monastery of St Clare (No. 28), founded in the Middle Ag • <■ 
rebuilt by Franz Anton Hillebrandt in the 18th c. Thereafter it was t 
of the State Parliament and the High Court of the Hungarian capi ■ ^ 

great hall of this building has been splendidly restored, and highly- 
cultural functions are held here from time to time. 
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The Saturday Market was formerly held in this square by the north gate Becsi kapu ter 
(Vienna Gate) of the Castle Quarter. Nearby will be found the Lutheran (Vienna Gate 
Church, the huge National Archive (Orszagos Leveltar; 1917) in Neo-Roma- Square) 
nesque style, and the Anjou Bastion (Anjou-bastya). 


Kapisztran Square is situated in the north-west of the Castle Quarter. It is Kapisztran ter 
named after a companion of the Turkish conqueror Janos Hunyadi, On the 
north-west side of the square stands the Museum of Military History (Had- 
torteneti muzeum). On the south-east side there stood, until it was de¬ 
stroyed in the Second World War, the Church of St Mary Magdalene (Maria 
Magdolna templom; 13th—15th c.}; unfortunately only the Gothic tower 
now remains. 

On the south-west side of Castle Hill run the battlements named after Arpad Toth Arpad setany 

Toth. From here there is a fine view of the western parts of Budapest and (Battlements) 

the Buda Hills. 


*Vizivaros 

Vizivaros, the "WaterTown", occupies a narrowterrace between Castle Hill Location 
and the Danube. Right up until the Turkish period it was fortified. The Turks 
installed baths in that part of the town which was chiefly inhabited by 
fishermen, handworkers and merchants, and they turned the existing 
churches into mosques. A great deal of building went on in the Baroque 
period, and this was when St Anne's Church was built. Since the end of the 
last century the townscape has altered considerably as a result of the 
building of multi-storeyed blocks of flats. 

This district was often flooded in the past when the Danube overflowed its 
banks. The river was widened in an attempt to alleviate the problem, but 
unfortunately this in turn led to a sinking of the water-table. As a con¬ 
sequence some of the older buildings subsided and could only be pre¬ 
served by means of expensive technology. 


The twin-towered St Anne's Church, which was built between 1740 and ‘St Anne's Church 
1758 to plans by Christoph and Michael Hamom and Matthaus Nepauer, is (Szent Anna- 
one of the most beautiful Baroque buildings in present-day Hungary. The templom) 
magnificent High Altar, portraying St Anne with her daughter Mary in the 
Temple of Jerusalem, dates from 1773 and is by Carlo Bebo, who also 
designed the pulpit. 

The side altars contain fine sculptures by Anton Eberhard and splendid 
paintings by the Viennese artist Franz Wagenschon. 


This square in front of St Anne's Church is named after Count Lajos Batthyanyter 
Batthyany, and has always been the centre of Vizivaros and was once the 
market-place. There are many notable buildings around the square. These 
include the former White Cross Inn (No. 4). dating from 1770, mainly 
Baroque with a Rococo front, Hickisch House (No. 3), built in 1795 in the Mid 
18th c. plait style, and a 19th c. Franciscan monastery on the north side. 


This Baroque church, erected in 1757 on the foundations of a Turkish 
building, originally belonged to the Franciscans. In 1785 it was transferred 
to the Order of Elisabeth, who ran a hospice here. 


St Elisabeth's 
Church(Szent 
Erzsebet-templom) 


The Konig Baths have nothing to do with kings. They were the property in ’The Konig Baths 
the 19th c. of a family named Konig and are among the most interesting (Kiraly-furdo) 

establishments of their kind in Budapest. The oldest part of the building is 
the Hamam (Turkish for bath) built in 1570 under Mustafa Pa§a. In the 
Baroque period the baths were considerably enlarged, and a wing and 
courtyard added in the 19th century. 
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Fterten-kapolna) 


Buda 

This little church at Fo utca 88 was designed by the architect Matthaus 
Nepauer in 1760, On the fagade of St Florian s are fine statues of St 
Nicholas, St Florian and St Blaise. There were once pictures and sculptures 
by Franz Wagenschon and others inside the church f but these are now 
housed in the Historical Museum on Castle Hill. 


Former 
Cate Fried! 

(Friedl cukteszda) 


Corvin ter 


This once famous cafe at Fo utca 20, with origins going back to the 15th c., 
was rebuilt in the 18th c. and in 1811 received its neat Mid 18th c. plait style 
fagade and corner oriel. The Biedermeier furnishings are well worth seeing. 

Around Corvin Square, with a fountain by Hollo (1904), will be seen a 
number of notable 18th c. buildings. On the south side of the square stands 
the former Capuchin monastery with a church which still shows consid¬ 
erable Turkish influence in its architecture and ornamentation. On the north 
side of the square stands the former Buda Redoubt. 


Foundry Museum 
(Ontodei Muzeum) 


**Chain Bridge 
{Szecheny-lanchid) 


Clark Adam ter 

Alagiit 

Siklo 


The iron-foundry at Bern Jozsef u. 20, built in the middle of the 19th c. by 
Abraham Ganz, is the core of the Ganz industrial complex (locomotives, 
cranes, wagons) which has become well known far beyond the boundar.es 

of Hungary. 

Chain Bridoe one of the landmarks of the Hungarian capital, was con¬ 
structed between 1838 and 1849 by the British engineers 
Clark and Adam Clark. The bridge, 375m/410yd long and almost 16 y 

wide is supported by chains fixed to 48m/158ft high towere at e'ttier end^At 

the end of the bridge stand stone lions by M. ar schafko The bndg 
destroyed in the Second World War and was finally rebuilt in 1949. 

At the Buda end of the bridge lies the square k , now , n , as f'^-^TeDoint 
In 1971 the 0-km-stone by Miklos Borsos was placed here. This is th p 
}?om which distances along main roads in Hungary are measured. 

From Clark Adam ter the Alagut, a road tunnel 
which was constructed in 1857, leads to Kristinavar 

From the Buda end of the bridge tourists can als0 ^ ak ® the ,1870. 
railway up to the Castle Palace. This railway was built as £" 9 9 a 
h Jna "slumbered" for decades it was restored a few years ago 


Taban 

Location 


*Taban Parish 
Church (Tabani 
plebania- 
templom) 


R£c Baths 
{Rac-furdo} 


Semmdweis 

Museum 


ne district of Taban lies in the depression between Cass tie HiN ^ ^ 
ill. During the time of the Turkish occupahonTamils Pa rt |(l18l0 a 
ittled here. In the 18th c. there was an influx of Serbian re g y are 
-rce fire devastated the area. Extensive parks and traffic iayo 

atures of the modern district. 

lis Baroque church was completed in 1740, and replaceda 
lurch which the Turks had converted into a mosquei. e christ ", 

the Taban Parish Church is a carved figure known as t ^ useufn 
iting from the 12th c„ which is now housed in the Cas 

le Rac Baths which are situated on Hadnagy' utca to the south ofj ^ 
irish Church, were established and extended in the Tu 
e medicinal springs were known long before that. 

. g stands 

: the foot of Castle Hill on the south-east side, at Arprod utc ® T ' ph j|jpp 
e 18th c, house in which the famous Hungarian doctor, 9 ^ aS a 

immelweis (see Famous People) was born. It is now tu 
useum of the history of medicine. 
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This famous old inn in Szarvas ter is built in the plait style of the 19th c. 
From here steps lead up to the castle. 

North of the Semmelweis Museum lies the square named after the famous 
architect Miklos Ybl (1814-91). Around the square stand buildings 
designed by Ybl, who was also responsible for the splendid flight of steps 
(1882) leading up to the castle. 

The 310m/340yd long castle bazaar always attracts many tourists to its 
shops, artists' studios, inns and terrace. 


*Gellert hegy (Geiiert Hill) 

Probably the most striking feature of the landscape of Budapest is the 
panoramic Gellert Hill (235m/771ft): a block of dolomite, the east flank of 
which falls steeply down to the Danube, while the west side consists of 
terraces which were formerly vineyards. Along its geological fault several 
medicinal springs emerge which supply the Gellert Baths, Rudas Baths and 
Rac Baths. 

The hill is named after St Gellert (St Gerald of Csanad), a Benedictine monk 
who did good works during the time of King Stephen 1. He was made the 
first Magyar bishop, but died a martyr's death in 1046. On the north-east 
slope of Gellert Hill, above a man-made waterfall, stands a statue of St 
Gellert by Jankovits (1902). 

The Citadel, built by the Austrians on the summit of Gellert Hill after 1851, is 
still in good repair. Parts of the fortifications are open to the public. 

On the south-east point of Gellert Hill stands the Liberation Monument, 
commemorating the victorious Soviet Army in the Second World War; it 
was designed by the artist Zsigmond Kisfaludy Strobl (1947). On the lime¬ 
stone plinth is a female figure, 14m/46ft high, bearing a palm branch. 

Jubilee Park, on the southern slope of the hill, was laid out to celebrate the 
40th anniversary of the October Revolution. Charming walks, flower-beds 
and valuable artistic sculptures, including "Budapest" by Istvan Kiss, 
attract many visitors. 

At the north-east foot of the hill are the interesting Rudas Baths. The 
thermal springs were already in use in the Middle Ages, and the first 
bath-houses date from that period. The installation was extended during 
the Turkish period, and a typical domed building with its octagonal main 
room has been preserved from that time. In the pump-room nearthe steam 
(Turkish) baths, medicinal water from the Juventus and Hungaria springs is 
available. 

The modern Elisabeth Bridge, 378m/413yd long and 37-5m/40yd wide, 
spans the Danube to the north of Rudas Baths. It is a suspension bridge 
designed in 1964 by Pal Savoly. 

On the south-eastern slope of Gellert Hill can be found the famous medici¬ 
nal baths and hotel complex of Gellert-furdo. 

There was a spa here as early as the 13th c., when the thermal waters of 
Gellert Hill were used for medicinal purposes. The Turks extended the 
establishment and converted it into a luxurious spa. The hotel was built in 
Secessionist style between 1912 and 1918 and many well-known person¬ 
alities have fallen under its spell. The therapeutic bathing and treatment 
facilities were completely modernised in 1983 to provide a thermal bath 
with wave-making equipment, jacuzzis and saunas. 

The steel Freedom Bridge over the Danube near Gellert was opened to 
traffic in 1896. The plans for this 331m/360yd long and 20m/22yd wide 
bridge were drawn up by J. Feketehazy. 


Golden Slag 
(Arany Szarvas} 

Ybl Miklos 
[Mikl6s Ybl 
Square) 


Castle bazaar 
(Varbazar) 


Situation and 
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Jubiiee Park 
(Jubifeumi Park) 


♦Rudas Baths 
(Rudas-furdo) 
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(Erzsebet hid) 
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Baths 
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Buda Ring (Budai korut) 

Route The semi-circular Buda Ring encircles Castle Hill like a crescent moon. Th rj 

road leads from the western end of Elisabeth Bridge and sweeps northward 
in a long arc to the western end of Margaret Bridge. The most important 
stretches of this ring road are Krisztina korut/Attila lit and Margit korut. 


Parish church of 

Christinatown 

(Krisztinavirosi 

plebania 

templom) 

Museum of 

Theatrical 

History 


The interesting church of Christinatown (Krisztinavarosi) stands to the west 
below the Castle Palace. It was built in the Baroque style at the end of the 
18th century. 

A little to the north of the church the visitor will find the interesting Buda¬ 
pest Museum of Theatrical History {Szfnh^ztort6neti Muzeurn) which is 
well worth a visit. 


Vermez6 
(Meadow of 
Blood) 

South Station 
(Deli palyaudvar) 


Moskva t6r 
(Moscow Square) 


Varosmajor 
(Municipal Park) 


Szena ter 
(Hay Square) 


*Rose Hill 
(Rozsadomb) 

*T(jrbe of 
Gtil Baba 


Bern Joszef ter 


Margaret Bridge 
(Margit hid) 


* Lucas Baths 
(LukScs-furdo) 


Next comes the Meadow of Blood (Vermezo), where the instigators of the 
Hungarian Jacobin Movement were executed in 1795. 

This is followed by the very modern South Station, opened in 1977. In the 
semi-circular station forecourt is a very impressive work in enamel by 
Viktor Vasarely. 


Further north lies Moscow Square, one of the most important traffic hubs 
of the inner city. The square is dominated by the brick building topped with 
a crown, which houses the postal administration. 


West of Moscow Square lies Varosmajor Park, about 10ha/25 acres in 
extent. This welcome green area is nearly 200 years old and was once used 
for hunting. The old trees are a charming feature and these, together with 
the attractive tennis-courts and games areas, attract many citizens on line 

fj a wc 

On the north-west side of the park stands the Hotel Budapest, an imposing 
circular tower block of 18 storeys. 

A cog-wheel railway nearby ascends to Szechenyi-hegy. 

To the north-east of Moscow Square is Szena ter (Hay Square), with the 
former shooting-range, built in 1826, and remains of the medieval town 
fortifications, 


Rose Hill, to the north above Margit korut, has long been ex ^’ u j' ve 
residential area, with elegant villas, large gardens, avenues and footpain . 


In the grounds of an old villa on Mecset utca can befound the Tur 
(mausoleum) built in the 16th c. for a Muslim Dervish Gu > Bab _ a J Tu /. k ® hich 
"rose father"). Gul Baba died during a festival m the Matthias C . hu ,_ nona | 
had been converted into a mosque. The mausoleum, a plain oc “ a9 . (he 
domed building, is now a museum with memorials of Gul Baba an 
Bektazi Order. 


On the banks of the Danube further to the north-east lies a square _ t 
after the Polish General Joszef Bern (1794-1850), who was a success 
leader of the Honved troops in the Hungarian War of Liberation. 

Margaret Bridge is in two sections; the first connects the Buda Rl ^ jt j e 
the southern tip of Margaret Island, and the second continues on to p g 

a link with the Outer Ring (Szent Istvan korut). It was constructedI m 
making it the second oldest bridge over the Danube. The bridg ^ 
destroyed during the Second World War, was rebuilt in 1948 and ext 
to measure almost 640m/700yd long and 25m/28yd wide. 


Just to the north of the Buda end of Margaret Bridge are the famous 
Baths, a spa establishment which has been extended several times 
1760. The spacious pump-room and the adjoining treatment room 
visited by large numbers of patients every day. 
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Adjoining the Lucas Baths is the well-known Budapest Institute of Physio- Rheumatism 
therapy and Rheumatology. Institute 


To the north of the Lucas Baths and sharing some of its open-air facilities Emperor Baths 
are the Emperor Baths, one of the oldest spa establishments in Budapest. It (Csaszar-furdo) 
can trace its history back to a Turkish bath (Hamam) built during the reign of 
Sokollu Mustafa Pa§a, and an octagonal dome building from that time still 
remains. In 1806 the baths were re-built in the Classical style. 


In 1976 a sports swimming pool was opened in thewing facing the Danube, Swimming pool 
with seating for 2000 spectators. 

Opposite the two thermal baths lies the "Mill Pond”, the water level of "Mill Pond" 
which corresponds with that of the neighbouring thermal springs. On its (Malom-to) 
northern side stands St Stephen's Chapel, designed by Loszef Hild in 1844, 
with a fine reredos. 


Margaret Island (Margit-sziget) 

Margaret Island, barely 2.5km/l Vi miles long and up to 0.5km/550yd long, is * ‘Situation and 
undoubtedly the main local recreation and recuperative centre for the Importance 
people of Budapest. Thermal springs, feeding the medicinal and swim¬ 
ming baths, space for sports and games, carefully tended gardens and 
paths, and not least the remains of buildings which play a significant part in 
the history of the town all serve to attract many visitors every day. 


The island gets its name from the canonised Princess Margit (1252-71), Name of 
daughter of the Hungarian King Bela IV; as the result of a vow made by her the island 
father she became a nun in the Dominican convent on the island. 


The Romans utilised the supply of thermal water in the north of this island History 
in the Danube. In the 12th and 13th c. monasteries and churches were built 
here. At the end of the 18th c. the Habsburg Archduke John, Palatine of 
Hungary, had the island landscaped. 

At the end of the 19th c. a thermal bath with a pump-room was built, but this 
was damaged in the Second World War and after the war a modern spa 
centre was established including the fashionable Hotel Thermal, opened in 
1979. 


In the south of the island stands a metal sculpture by Istvan Kiss (1972) in ‘Union 
the form of a flower. It was unveiled on the occasion of the centenary of the Monument 

union of Obuda, Buda and Pest. On the inside surface of the leaves are 

symbols depicting the modern history of Budapest. 

Near the Union Monument is a large fountain. 

The Alfred Hajos Sports Bath on the south-west side of the island is named Alfred Hajos 
after the double Hungarian champion of the first of the modern Olympic Sports Bath 
Games held in 1896. It was constructed in 1931 and boasts several pools. 


Only scant remains have survived of the church of the Franciscan Monas- Franciscan Church 
tery which was built in the 13th/14th centuries. rums 

The comprehensive facilities of the Palatinus Baths include a bath with ‘Palatinus Baths 
artificial waves, various medicinal pools and swimming and children s 

pools, and can accommodate up to 20,000 at any one time. , 

Opposite the baths can be found the pretty Rose Garden with an animal 

enclosure. 


f^ong Artists' Promenade (Muveszsetany) can be seen busts of celebrated 
Hungarian personalities of the art world. 


Artists' 

Promenade 
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Dominican 

Convent (ruins) 

After serious flooding of the Danube which occurred in 1838, remains 
discovered of the Dominican convent which had decayed during ih*> w* 
ish occupation. The most celebrated nun was Princess Margarets 
above), the daughter of King B 6 la IV, Traces of Romanesque and Gothic 
architecture have been detected. 

Water-tower 

The 52m/170ft high water-tower, built in 1911, was recently restored anrj 
qiven a viewing platform. Temporary exhibitions are held inside the tower 
Close by lies an open-air theatre (seating 3,500) which is very popular. " 

Premonstratensian 

Monaster/ (ruins) 

A few remains of the 12th c. Premonstratensian Monastery can still 
seen. Some years ago the church of this foundation was rebuilt in Roma 

nesque style. 

'Spa Hotel 

Thermal 

This hotel completed in 1979, is extremely modern and has become well- 
known far beyond the borders of Hungary, It was designed by the architect 
G. Kery and is equipped according to the most recent balneological ideas. 

Musical 

Fountain 

The so-called "Musical Fountain" in the north of the island is a copy of one 
built in 1820 in Tirgu Mures in Romania by the Transylvanian artist Bodor. 
The water-driven mechanism was unfortunately destroyed in the Second 

World War. 

6buda 


History 

Until its union with Buda and Pest in 1872, Obuda was a somewhat sleepy 
litt le town, and in spite of considerable rebuilding and modernisation it as 
still managed to retain something of its former atmosphere. Th® old 
settlement where evidence of prehistoric culture has been discovered and 
where sho),r y after the birth of Chris, the Romans founded their cam o 
Aquincum, was according to tradition the residence of the Hunmsh g 

Attila in the 5th century. _ ar:t ., in the 

Under the Arpads the place experienced enormous> P r0S P"' 1 ^ d f yS 
Middle Ages there was a palace of the Hungarian queens; her , ^ 

of the Turkish occupation the little Danube town fell into competedecy, 
a result of the increasing importance of the n ®i 9 ^bourmg royal city of^Bud^ 
Not until the 17th c. was life restored to the town by Germa P 

dbuda Parish 

Church 

settlers. 

This Baroque church at Lajos utca 17 was built in the 18th c. In front of 
church can be seen some fine figures by Karoly Bebo. 

Former 

Synagogue 

The former synagogue at Lajos utca 16, which ■ byA. 

has been used as a cultural centre, was built m the Classlc t f'^ Y 'j th t he 
Landherr between 1820 and 1825. Six pillars and a tympanum w 
tablets of the law enhance the main fagade. 

*Zichy Castle 

Commissioned in the middle of the 18th c by Count Nicholas Zichy>« 

Baroque castle at F6 ter 1 has undergone lengthyJ^Smthe versa* 

local museum and mementoes of Lajos Kassak (1887 Vtearely «« 

representative of the Hungarian avant-garde. Works by 

also on display. From time to time excellent concerts i are J® ,d . nd Kun 

Nearby are 6 buda Town Hall, the ethnographic collection of Zs g 

and a number of very pleasant inns. 

FI6ri4n t6r 
(Florian Square) 

FI6ri3n ter is an important traffic junction. On its 

ruins of the baths of the Roman legion; the actual hot baths t hs an d 

well-preserved. A small museum provides information about 

medicine in Roman times. .. . Q U eenS 

At the south edge of the square are the remains of the medie . ( u e 18 th 
Palace and the Reformed Church of 6buda, which was built 
century. 
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The oval building of the former silk-mill (1785) is now of importance as an Filatorigat 
historic industrial building. It commemorates textile production in 6buda, 
which began as a result of a demand by Emperor Joseph II. 

Kiscell, a part of 6buda, owes its name to a copy of the miracle-working Kisceii 

statue of the Virgin Mary of Mariazell. Here there is a branch of the Histor- Museum 

ical Museum, housed in rooms of the recently restored Trinitarian monas¬ 
tery (18th c.; architect J. Entzenhoffer). Of particular interest are the 
pictures and accounts of the recovery of Buda by the Austrians in 1686, 


The remains of an Early Christian graveyard, laid out in the second half of Celia trichora 
the 4th c. on a clover-leaf plan and known as "cella trichora", are very 
interesting from an historical point of view. It is situated at the corner of 
Raktarutca and Hunor utca, 


In the 1950s and 1960s the ruins of a magnificent Roman villa (probably ‘Villa of 
dating from the 3rd c. a.d. were excavated. The mosaics discovered here, Hercules 
which are among the finest ever found in Hungary, depict scenes from the 
Hercules myth and the Dionysus saga. The sarcophagi exhibited in the 
garden of the archaeological museum were probably made in the 3rd and 
4th centuries. 


In 1950 the remains of the military camp belonging to the Roman town of ‘Roman 
Aquincum were discovered to the south of Florian ter. As well as remains of Military Town 
buildings dating from the 2nd to the 4th c. tools, various vessels and 
sarcophagi were also found. Also of interest are the remains of an under¬ 
floor hot-air heating system. 


**Aquincum 

The remains of the Roman town of Aquincum, founded in the 1st c. a.d, on Situation and 

the west bank of the Danube - now on Szentendrei utca - have been History 

systematically excavated since the 1870s. A considerable part of the former 
''municipium'' is now accessible as an open-air museum. 

About the year 10 a.c. the Romans occupied the territory of their later 
province of Pannonia. A few years after the birth of Christ they built within 
the boundaries of 6buda a military camp (see above), around which a civil 
town soon grew. The flourishing settlement of Aquincum became, as early 
as the beginning of the 2nd c., the principal town of the province of 
Pannonia Inferior. The Emperor Septimus Severus raised it to the status of 
a "colonia" in a.d. 194. 

After the defeat of the Pannonian legions at Hadrianopolis in the year 378 
Aquincum declined, and this decline was accelerated by increasing and 
violent attacks by the Barbarians. 


In the rooms of the Archaeological Museum, opened in 1894, are exhibited Archaeological 
cult objects, sculptures, vessels, coins and jewellery. Among the most Museum 
valuable exhibits are a water-organ of a.d. 288, which has become cele¬ 
brated, a Jupiter column, a marble Diana and a marble Minerva, as well as 
gems and ivory-carvings. 

In the Pillared Hall and in the Lapidarium can be seen some fine stone- 
carvings (altars, gravestones, reliefs). 

The ruins around the museum give an impression of the Roman civil town, Ruins 
some 400m by 600m/440yd by 660yd in area, which was laid out according 
f° 3 plan. As well as numerous and generally one-storeyed private houses 
boasted several large bathing establishments, a market-hall, a Mithras 
sanctuary and a forum. 

'he provision of water and the sewage system - water-pipes, disposal 
Pipes and heating installations — will also be of interest. 
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The archaeological museum atAquincum 


Amphitheatre 
of the Roman 
military town 


In the 2nd c. a.d. the Romans built a large amphitheatre for their military 
camp at Aquincum. The ruins on the present-day Korvin Ota utca were 
excavated in 1940. The arena, constructed on an elliptical plan,_w 
131 m/143yd long and 107m/117yd broad, and had room for several mou 
sand spectators who could enjoy battle games here as well as otne 

Some 9 historians are of the opinion that the Magyars used this theatre as a 
fortress in the 9th and 10th c. when they occupied the country. 


Amphitheatre 
of the Roman 
civil town 


Ancient 

fortifications 


In 1880 and 1937 the remains of the amphitheatre of the civil to ^ 
Aquincum were uncovered diagonally opposite the mam ex ^| v ^ tl0n 
originally occupied an area of about 80m by 90m/87yd by 98yd. 

On the opposite side of the road can be seen a restored section of th 
ancient town fortifications. 


Pest 


Centre 

Situation and 
Importance 


Until its union with Buda andObuda in 1872 Pest was an indepen en 
but for a long time it was overshadowed by the neighbouring r °V ^ 
and development was difficult. Nevertheless, for many years Pes - n . 
close links with Buda. The Romans maintained a "castrum contra -pie 
cum” here, the purpose of which was to protect the Danube cross' 9; t£) 


I .CIO, uig pui (JUOC Ul HMIWM VVQO IU -- . g 

Hungarian rulers who resided in Buda visited Pest from time to gy 
attend services in what is nowthe Inner City Parish Church (see belo 
the 15th c. Pest had become prosperous. 
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Pest 

It was in the 19th c. that Pest attained its greatest prosperity as the town of 
craftsmen, traders and merchants; this is revealed by the numerous fi ne 
buildings which are still standing today. At that time the principal focus of 
population shifted from the Buda to the Pest side of the Danube. As early as 
1830 there were more than 60,000 people in Buda, the majority of them 
living in the rapidly growing suburbs. The inner city forms the central 
business district of the Hungarian capital. Pest is the headquarters of the 
most important organs of government, parliament, ministries, etc., as well 
as leading cultural institutions such as universities and museums. 

The twin-towered Inner City Parish Church (Belvarosi plebania-templom) is 
the oldest church in Pest. It stands on the remains of the Roman Castrum 
Contra Aquincum at the Pest end of Elisabeth Bridge. As early as the 11th c. 
there was a small church here in which Bishop Gellert was buried in 1046. 
Extensive rebuilding in the Gothic manner took place under King Sigis- 
mund. The side chapels were added in the 15th c. During the Turkish 
occupation the church functioned as a mosque. On the south-west wall of 
the choir remains of a Turkish mihrab (niche showing the direction of 
Mecca) can still be seen. During the siege and retaking of the town by 
Austrian troops in the 17th c. the church was considerably damaged, and 
later rebuilt in Baroque style. In the late 19th c. it was refashioned in Gothic 
style by the architect Imre Steindl. In 1949 work began on rebuilding the 
church which had been severely damaged in the Second World War. 

The juxtaposition of Baroque and Gothic styles is very impressive. The 
18th c. side-altar of John the Baptist is a jewel of historical art. Also notable 
are the two Renaissance epitaphs in red and pale yellow marble and the 
pulpit constructed in 1808 by Ungnad. 

The modern Elisabeth Bridge (Erzsebet-hfd) replaces a predecessor built at 
the turn of the century which, for many years, was the largest arched bridge 
in the world and which was destroyed in the Second World War. The 
modern suspension bridge, built between 1961 and 1964 to plans by Pal 
Savoly, is 378m/413yd long and 27m/30yd wide. 

There is a sculpture by Gyorgy Zala of the earlier Hungarian Queen Elisa- 
beth, who was murdered in Geneva in 1898. 

North of the Pest end of Elisabeth Bridge lies Petofi ter (Petofi Square), 
named after the great Hungarian lyric poet Sandor Petofi. The bronze Petoti 
monument in the square is by Adolf Huszar (1882). 

On the east side of Petofi ter stands the three-aisled Greek church (Ortodox 
Egyhazi templom), erected in 1789 and rebuilt in the 19th c. to plans by the 
famous architect Ybl. Inside this large church are fine works of art by 
Nikolaus Jankovits, Anton Kochmeister and others. 

The Street of the Free Press (Szabad Sajto utja) links the Elisabeth Bridge 
with busy Franciscan Square, on the southern edge of the Pest shopping 
centre. 

Ferenciek tere, the busiest square on the southern part of the "shopping 
centre", has several architectural styles and is one of the most charmi 9 

squares in the town. _ . hv 

On the side facing the Danube are two pleasing buildings protecte r 
towers, Klothild Palace and Mathild Palace, built in 1902 in Eclectic s y 

On the north side of the square lies the attractive complex of buildings 
known as Paris Court (Parizsi udvar), built in the most beautiful art nouv 
style with elements of Italian and Turkish architecture. 

The Franciscan Church (Ferenciek templom) dominates the north-west 
side of Ferenciek tere. This church, which was renovated a few years ag * 
dates from the 18th c. It is built in Baroque style and is the successor to 
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church which Franciscan monks had founded on this site in the 13th 
century. 

The facade facing the square is adorned with statues of saints as well as the 
arms of the Franciscan Order above the doorway. On the north-west exte¬ 
rior wall can be seen a bronze relief commemorating Baron Wesselenyi, 
who saved numerous people from drowning during a flood in 1836. 

The artists J. Fessl and F. Uhrl (1835) were responsible for the pretty Naiad 
Fountain outside the church. 

The bank of the Danube on the Pest side of the river between Chain Bridge 
and Elisabeth Bridge is locally known as the "Danube Corso" (Dunakorzo). 
From here, especially when illuminated at night, there is a fantastic view of 
the Fishermen's Bastion, Matthias Church, Castle Palace, the Gellert Monu¬ 
ment, the Citadel and the Freedom Monument on Gellert Hill. The large 
luxury hotels Duna Inter-Continental, Forum and Atrium Hyatt stand along 
the Danube Corso. 

This square, lying in the very heart of the city of Pest, commemorates the 
writer Mihaly Vorosmarty 11800-55); there is a marble monument (1908) to 
the poet. Around the square stand some faithfully restored commercial 
offices. 

On the north side of Vorosmarty ter can be found the renowned Cafe 
Gerbeaud, which has been a popular meeting-place since the beginning of 
this century. 

On the west side of Vorosmarty ter will be seen the rear of the Pest Redoubt 
("Vigado"). Intended for festival occasions and all kinds of musical enter¬ 
tainment (Liszt, Brahms and Bartokall appeared here), the Vigado was built 
between 1859 and 1864 to plans by Frigyes Feszl (1821-84), and is one of 
the most remarkable creations of Hungarian Romanticism. It was severely 
damaged at the end of the Second World War, but after very many years of 
careful restoration it was again opened in 1980. 

In the Vigado Gallery are exhibitions of works by famous artists. 

The world-famous shopping precinct of Vaci utca leads from Vorosmarty 
ter south-eastwards to Szabad Satjo ut and the eastern end of Elisabeth 
Bridge, and thence to Fovam ter. Here there is a succession of boutiques, 
footwear and leather shops, jewellers, arts and crafts shops, offices of 
leading airline companies and branches of various commercial and service 
industries. 

The Pest Theatre (Pesti Szinhaz; Vaci utca No. 9) occupies the former Hotel 
of the Seven Electoral Princes, where the twelve-year-old Franz Liszt gave 
his first concert in Pest in 1823. The foyer of the theatre with its beautiful 
dark mosaic work is very impressive. 

The new Town Hall (Uj Varoshaza; Vaci utca 62-64) was built by the 
architect Imre Steindl in Neo-Renaissance style between 1869 and 1875. 
There are wonderful mosaics by Karoly Lotz in the Council Chamber. 

The Serbian church (Szerb templom), on the corner of Veres Paine u. 
and Szerb u., was probably designed by the famous architect Andreas 
Mayerhofferinthe 18th c. The three-aisled nave is separated from the choir 
b y an iconstasis painted in a manner which shows the influence of the 
Italian Renaissance. 

The large square at the Pest end of Chain Bridge commemorates the former 

U S President Franklin D. Roosevelt. At the beginning of the last century 
jearkets were held here and Danube freighters discharged their cargoes. 
Un the northern side of the square stands a memorial to Count Istvan 
^echenyi (see Famous People) by J. Engel (1880), and on the south side is 
0ne to Ferenc Deak (see Famous People) by A. Huszar (1882). 
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’Gresham Palace 

On the east side of Roosevelt ter can be seen one of the masterpieces of the 
Secessionist style in Budapest, Gresham Palace (Gresham palota) built in 
1907. It was originally a traditional insurance office, but between the two 
world wars it became the Cafe Gresham, a well-known meeting place for 
artists. 

’Hungarian 

Academy of 
Science. 

The north side of Roosevelt ter is dominated by the monumental building 
of the Hungarian Academy of Science (Magyar Tudomanyos Akademia); 
built in Neo-Renaissance style and founded on the initiative of Count Istvan 
Szechenyi, it was completed in 1864. The plans were drawn up by the Berlin 
architect F. A. Stuler. The Academy, with which are now associated a 
number of research institutes, has a scientific library which enjoys world¬ 
wide renown, especially the Oriental Department. In the restored Festival 
Hall are some fine frescos by Karoly Lotz. 

Akademia utca 

In Akademia utca, behind the Academy, there are two notable Classical 
buildings: at Akademia utca 1, a house completed in 1835 with a fine facade 
and Corinthian wall pillars, where the Polish General Jozsef Bern (a 
renowned freedom fighter) once lived, and at Akademia utca 3, an impos¬ 
ing building dating from 1836 and designed by the great architect Jozsef 
Hild. 

Eotvos ter 

Adjoining Roosevelt ter on the south ties the small Eotvos ter, with a 
monument to Jozsef Eotvos. On the south side of Eotvos ter stands the 
luxury hotel Atrium Hyatt. 

** Parliament 
Building 

Parliament Building (Orszaghaz) was constructed between 1884 and 1904 
to plans by the famous architect ImreSteindL It stands north of the Pest end 
of Chain Bridge along the Danube (Szechenyi rakpart) and is one of the 
landmarks of Budapest. The building, with no less than 691 rooms,! 0 
courtyards and 27 doorways, is 268m/820ft long and up to 118m/387ft 
wide, and consists of a central range with a dome 96 m/ 31 5ft high, two 
73m/240ft high towers on the loggia facing the Danube, and two sur 
wings; the southern one is the Chamber of the House of Representatives 
and the northern one is Congress Hall. Each of these beautifully decorated 

rooms is crowned by a roof bearing four turrets. „; choH with no 

The imposing facade on the bank of the Danube is embellished with no 
fewer than 88 statues including Hungarian hereditary princes, m ry 

leaders and kings. On the east side a flight of steps leads up to the main 

doorway which is flanked by two stone lions. . , t nn the 

On the ceiling of the stairwell are some fine frescoes b V^ r oly Lot . 
first floor is the magnificent domed Hall (height 27 m/ 88 ft), with „ 

supported on sixteen pillars; today the Hall is used mainly fc‘ ' 

functions. To the south of it will be found the Conference Hall used ^ * 
cabinet. In the Hunting Room can be seen some fine paintings. Behind 
in the Gobelin Room, hangs a colossal wall tapestry which dep^ ts 
assembly of Magyar princes at the time when they ocotpied the coun^ 
In the Munkacsy Room can be seen the great painting by M. Mun 

"Conquest of the Country" (by the Magyars). Minister 

The building also contains the offices of the President and Prime wim 

as well as those of several government bodies. aove rn- 

The Parliamentary Library has a comprehensive stock irf togal, 9 ^ 
mental and historical literature; it is reached by the south d 

'Kossuth Lajos ter 

of the building facing the Danube. 

On the northern edge of the centre of Pest lies Kossuth ter, surrounded ^ 
monumental buildings. On the west side stands Parliamen j, e |ow) 

on the east side the Neo-Renaissance Ethnographical Museum i 
and the neo-classical Ministry of Agriculture and Food building. .^g 

On the northern lawns of the square stands a monument comm t pe 

Lajos Kossuth (see Famous People) by Zsigmond Strobl [iiiodi, 

Parliament building on the Danube bank at P eS 
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The former Palace of Justice, now the Folklore Museum 


southern lawn is an equestrian statue of Count Ferenc Rakoczi by Janos 
Pasztor (1935). On the square in front of the north front of the Parliament 
Building the famous sculptor Imre Varga unveiled a statue in 1975 of the 
politician Mihaly Karolyi (1875-1955). 

To the south of Parliament Building stands a pleasing statue of the great 
lyricist Attila Jozsef by Laszlo Marton. 

The Ethnographical Museum is housed in the former Palace of Justice, 
which had been built in 1896 to the designs of Alajos Hauszmann. 

Over the tympanum, which is supported by six tall columns, can be seen a 
troika with the Goddess of Justice by K, Senyei. The frescos in the entrance 
hall are by K. Lotz. 

The museum's extensive Hungarian collection includes articles of rural life, 
implements for handwork and craft, as well as unusual examples of craft 
and textiles. Special exhibitions are concerned with ethnic groups from 
central Asia and Siberia who are related to the Magyars, as well as with the 
development of various cultures. . 

Also of interest are the New Guinea collection of Biro and Fenichel, ttv 
African collection of Teleki and Torday and the more recent exhibits fr° 
Central Asia, Siberia, South America and, most importantly, those from 
South Pacific. 

Freedom Square (Szabadsag ter), laid out in the last century after the 
demolition of a barracks where many Hungarian freedom fighters 
1848/49 were executed, forms with the surrounding buildings one o 
most charming architectural ensembles of Budapest. . 

On the west side stands the Exchange Building, on the east the y ung re 

National Bank (Magyar Nemzeti Bank). Both of these buildings 
designed by the architect Ignac Alpar and date from 1905. The ' or . s 
Exchange is in Secessionist style, while the National Bank is a aS 

example of a Late Classical building. The northern arc is lined by bui 1 


T40 


Scanned by CamScanner 













Pest 


Budapest 



St Stephan's Basilica, in pure Neo-Renaissance style 


in the Neo-Romanesque-eclectic manner. Near the bank, but oriented 
towards Hold utca, is the former Post Office Savings Bank (No. 4) by Odbn 
Lechner, who was here anxious to create a new Hungarian architectural 
style. The building, which was opened in 1901, is characterised by varie¬ 
gated majolica decoration, 

St Stephen's Basilica (Szent Istvan bazilika), in Neo-Renaissance style, is 
one of the most imposing ecclesiastical buildings of the Hungarian capital. 
The church is of monumental proportions with a central dome 96m/315ft 
high, and two 80m/262ft high towers at the west end. Building began in 
1851. The plans were largely the work of Joszef Hild, the great exponent of 
Classical architecture. After Hild's death and the collapse of the dome in 
1868, Miklos Ybl proposed new plans for the church. After Ybl's death in 
1905 Josef Kauser completed the work. 

Magnificent works of art adorn the interior, including figures by Alajos 
Strobl and Janos Fadrusz. The mosaics on the dome were produced in the 
Salviati workshop in Venice. At the magnificent High Altar is a statue of St 

Stephen made of Carrara marble by Alajos Strobl. 

Of particular note is the painting on the second side-altar to the right of the 
main entrance; it is a work by Gyula Benczur and shows St Stephen 
offering the Hungarian crown to Mary. . 

The sacristy, which has been converted to a chapel, contains the Holy 
Laws" drawn up by the great Hungarian ruler. , ... 

The Fessler statues are one of the special features of St Stephen s Basilica. 
On the exterior wall of the apse the Twelve Apostles can be seen; the hour 
Evangelists stand in niches on the outside of the dome; in niches.on tne 
towers of the main fagade are likenesses of the Fathers of the Churc , w 
in the tympanum of the narthex can be seen the Patrona Hungariae, su 
rounded by Hungarian saints. 

Almost 2ha/5 acres in extent, Erzsebet ter (Elisabeth Square; formerly 
known as Engels ter) was once the site of a cemetery.In the cen re o 
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stands the Danubius Fountain, designed by Vbl in 1883 and originally set 
up on Kalvin l6r. The figures on the fountain, by Fessler, symbolise 
"Mother" Danube and her "Daughters", the three main tributaries, th e 

Drau, the Tisza and the Save. 

Of considerable architectural merit are the buildings in the classical man¬ 
ner in Jozsef Attila utca on the north side of the square. 

Oe^k Ferenc t6r 

De3k Ferenc ter adjoins Erzs§bet ter on the south-east, and is one of the 
most important inner-city traffic junctions. Three Underground lines meet 
here. Anker Palace on its east side, formerly the head office of an insurance 
company, should not be overlooked. 

^Evangelical 

Church 

Of special merit is the Evangelical Church (Evangelikus templom; Lutheran 
Church}, which was built at the beginning of the 19th c. to plans by MihaJy 
Pollack. The main fagade was rebuilt by Jozsef Hild in 1856. Visitors will find 
much to admire in the copy of Raphael's "Transfiguration" on the altar. 

The church is at present the home of the Evangelical National Museum 
(Evangelikus Orszagos Muzeum). It contains some very interesting exhibits 
of church history and some valuable gold work. Martin Luther's testament 
is also kept here. 

Near the church stands the minister's house and the former Evangelical 
secondary school, both fine neo-classical buildings. 

Underground 

Museum 

The Underground Museum (Foldalatti Vasiiti Muzeum) occupies a tunnel 
dug in 1896 for the then first Underground railway in continental Europe. 
Various exhibits, especially some early Art Nouveau-style carriages, illus¬ 
trate the development of this mass transport undertaking which was to 
prove so important for the Hungarian capital. 

Jozsef Nador ter 

A short distance west of Elisabeth Square lies Jozsef Nador ter. This square 
commemorates Archduke Joseph of Habsburg who was elected Palatine of 
Hungary in 1796 and who did so much for Budapest. Johann Halbig created 
this monument to him in 1859. The buildings around the square still retain 
something of the atmosphere of the last century, especially No. 1 which 
was designed by J. Hild. 

Nearby stands the tall and modern administration building of the Ministry 
of Finance. 

*Martinelli ter 

Martinelliterwas still in use as a market-place in the last century, but today 
it has become a busy traffic intersection in Pest. Two well-restored office 
and business premises are deserving of mention; these are the former 

Torok Bank (No. 3; 1906 by Hegedus and Bohm) and Bela-Lajta House (No. 

5, built 1912), with a noteworthy glass fagade and rich ceramic decoration. 

Servit Church 

Of architectural interest is the Servit church (Szervitak templom), on the 
south-east side of the square. Built in the 18th c. and rebuilt in the 19th., t 
has a very fine Baroque interior. 

Biermann Istvan 
ter 

Nearby lies Biermann Istvan ter, with a beautiful Danaid fountain by Sidl° 

(1933). 

City Hall of 
Budapest 

This Baroque building, which is now the home of the Municipal Council of 
Budapest, was built between 1716 and 1728 to designs by Anton Ern 3 
Martinelli. Its first use was as a home for those wounded in the Aus 

Turkish campaign. Above the doorways of the main fagade are two 1 
reliefs, commemorating Emperor Charles IV (Hungarian King Charles 
and Prince Eugene of Savoy. Q \ 

In the south entrance gateway on Kossuth Lajos utca there is a statue 

Pallas Athene by Adami (1785). At the southern end of the building can , g 
seen a relief by M. Kovacs (1949) commemoratinq the rebuilding aft er 

Second World War. 
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On Kamermayer t6r stands an aluminium monumont hy ilio nrtlst 
B, Szabados in memory of the first Mayor of tho nowly formed citv of 
Budapest in 1873. r 


To the south are the Regional Council Offices, a building with Ihroo inner 
courtyards It was built mainly in the 13th c., and ii is whom the elected 
members of the nineteen Regional Councils hold their meetings. The archi- 
tects responsible were Janos Hild and, in particular, M/ityis Ziltorbath inr. 
In the first courtyard, which is surrounded by arcades, can bo seen memo¬ 
rial tablets honouring the freedom fighters of 1848/49 and the victims of tho 
Uprising of 1956* 


*lnner Ring (Kis korut) 

The Inner Ring (covering Fovam ter at the eastern end of Freedom Bridge— 
Kalvin ter-Museum korut-Karolyi korut-De/ik t6r-Ersz6bet t<§r-Bajcsy-Zsi- 
linsky ut) encircles the old town centre of Pest and follows the former town 
walls. 

Karoly korut (Charles Ring, formerly known as Tanacs korut, or Councillors' 
Ring) leads south-east from Deak ter. In recent years it has become an 
important business street. On its north-east side stands Madach House 
(1937), the home of the Madach Studio Theatre, Nearby is the exhibition 
hall of the City Council (No. 4) together with the Budapest Film Museum 
(Film-muzeum; No. 3) in which performances are given mostly of old films. 

Further east, at the beginning of Dohany utca, stands the Pest Synagogue, 
built between 1854 and 1859 to the plans of the Viennese architect Ludwig 
Forster. The romanticised Moorish-Byzantine style of this three-aisled tem¬ 
ple is very pleasing to the eye; Frigyes Feszl was responsible for the fine 
interior. 

The Jewish Museum (Orsagos Zsido Vallasi es Torteneti Gyujlem6ny) is 
housed in an annexe of the synagogue. In 1944/45 the garden, surrounded 
by arcades, was made into a cemetery for the victims of the Budapest 
ghetto. 

In Museum Ring, further to the south-east, two leading Hungarian cultural 
institutions are located: the National Museum and the Neo-Renaissance 
buildings of the Faculty of Natural Science of Eotvos-Lorand University, 
which were designed by Imre Steindl. 

The National Museum (Magyar Nemzeti Muzeum, at Muzeum korut Nos. 
14-16) was founded in 1802 by Count Szechenyi and is housed in a large 
neo-classical building erected in 1847 to the plans of Mihaly Pollack. The 
portico of the building is very impressive, with Corinthian pillars support¬ 
ing a triangular gable adorned with allegorical figures. 

In front of the building stands a monument to the famous Hungarian poet 
Janos Arany (1817-82; see Famous People), which was the work of Alajos 
Strobl in 1893. In the park-like museum garden other busts and monu¬ 
ments of notable personalities can be seen. 

In the wide foyer of the museum are many interesting objects from Roman 
and medieval times. Much emphasis is placed on the history of Hungary 
from the occupation by the Magyars until the year 1849. A specially 
guarded room houses the Crown of St Stephen and his sceptre, orb and 
sword, together with the coronation robe. 

As well as portraying the country's history, the museum also devotes itself 
to the natural history of Hungary. The collections of geological and zoolog¬ 
ical specimens are most informative. 

Just to the west of the National Museum lies the little garden known as 
Karolyi-kert (Charles Garden), which adjoins the historic Karolyi Palace, 
built in the neo-classical style and named after its former owner, MihSly 
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Karolyi (1875-1955), politician and Hungarian President from 1918 to 19ig 
In 1848/49 the Austrian General Julius Haynau, who was to defeat the 
freedom fighters, resided here. 

Karolyi Palace houses this museum which contains memorabilia, texts and 
sound archives of the leading Hungarian poet and author Sandor Petofi 
(see Famous People). 

South of the palace stands University Church, probably the most beautiful 
Baroque building in Budapest. It was built between 1725 and 1742 to plans 
by Andreas Mayerhoffer for the Pauline Order established in Hungary. Its 
two mighty towers were not completed until 1771. 

The fine frescos on the ceiling are the work of J. Bergl (1776), the choirstalIs 
and some further sculptures are by Josef Hebenstreit. The copy of the 
"Black Madonna of Czestochowa" was probably completed about 1720. 


Former 

Pauline 

Monastery 


This 18th c. monastery near the University Church has housed since 1805 
the Theological Faculty of the first Hungarian University which was trans¬ 
ferred to Pest in 1784. 

The library, finished in 1775, has richly decorated bookcases, a gallery 
running round it and a wonderful ceiling fresco by Pietro Bivetti (1803). 
Visits to the library are by prior arrangement only. 


Kalvin ter Kalvin ter (Calvin Square), on the southern edge of the centre of Pest, is 

now an important traffic junction. A few years ago, during building work, 
the remains of a medieval city gate were uncovered. There are some 
interesting buildings around the square, including the former inn, The Two 
Lions (No. 8), dating from 1818. A little to the east in Baross ter is the 
Ervin-Szabo Library in a 19th c. Neo-Baroque building by A. Meining. 


Reformed Church This singIe-aisled church in a severe Classical style was designed by Jozsef 
Hofrichter and Jozsef Hild and built between 1816 and 1859. The four 
columns of its notable portico support a tympanum. The interior has a 
good coffered ceiling and contains the funerary monument of Countess 
Zichy. The church treasury houses valuable articles of goldsmiths' work 
dating from the 17th, 18th and 19th centuries. 


Vamhaz korut 


Freedom Bridge 
(Szabadsag-hfd) 


Vamhaz korut (Department Store Ring; previously named Tolbuhin korut, 
or Tolbuhin Ring) leads from Kalvin ter to the Danube, and in recent years 
has become a busy shopping street. This is largely due to the proximity of 
the central market hall at the Pest end of Freedom Bridge (Szabadsag-hid). 
The University of Economics stands nearby. 

The steel Freedom Bridge, which links Gelfert ter on the Buda bank of the 
Danube with Fovam ter (formerly Dimitrov ter) on the Pest side, was 
opened to traffic in 1896. The bridge, which is 331m/362yd long and 
20m/22yd wide, was destroyed during the Second World War but was the 
first bridge to be rebuilt, and it was reopened to traffic in 1946. 


*Outer Ring (Nagy korut) 

Situation The 4km/2yj mile long Outer Ring starts at the east end of Margaret 

in the north and then continues in a semi-circle, almost parallel to the in ^ 
Ring, around the city of Pest to the east end of Petofi Bridge. It ?°. nSl i kt0 . 
the following sectors: Szent Istvan korut-Nyugati ter-Terez korut- 
gon-Erzsebet korut-Blaha Lujza ter-Jozsef korut-Ferenc korut-Bor 
ter. The Ring, which was opened to traffic in 1896 and along which ca 
seen many imposing buildings dating from the end of the last cen ^ 
follows the course of an arm of the Danube which has been fide 
although, in 1867, proposals had been put forward to make it navigable 
ships. 
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Svent Istvan korut (St Stephen's Ring} is the most northerly sector of the 
Outer Ring. Note the Theatre of Comedy (Vigszinhaz; No. 14}, which was 
designed in the 1890s by the Viennese architects Fellner and Helmer. The 
theatre was destroyed in the Second World War but has now been com¬ 
pletely rebuilt. 

Nyugati ter (formerly Marx ter), which from 1978 was redesigned and 
extended at considerable expense, is also the busy forecourt of the West 
Station (Nyugati palyaudvar), a protected building which was erected in 
the 1870s by the Parisian firm of Eiffel. The first trains on Hungarian 
territory were run in 1846 from this site. 

Opposite the station stands the famous "Skala" department store, around 
which in recent years ''grey'' and "black” market trading has developed to 
a degree unequalled elsewhere. 

Terz korut (Theresa Ring) leads south-east from West Station to the "Octa¬ 
gon”, with its unique Neo-Renaissance buildings. Here the Outer Ring is 
crossed by the boulevard known as Andrassy ut (see below). 


Batthyany Palace, built by Alajos Hauszmann in 1884 for Count Batthyany, 
is worthy of note; it is an exact copy of the Palazzo Strozzi in Florence. 


Erzsebet korut (Elisabeth Ring) forms part of the Outer Ring to the south¬ 
east. Along it will be found such interesting buildings as the Hotel Royal, 
built in the 1890s by the architect Ray, Madach Theatre (Madach Szinhaz; 
Nos. 29-33) with wall mosaics by Eszter Mattioni, and the Cafe New York. 


The Cafe New York (formerly Cafe Hungaria), a favourite rendezvous of 
writers, publishers and various well-known personalities during the first 
thirty years of this century, is on the ground floor of the Palais New York 
built by A. Hauszmann, K. Giergl and F. Korb. The Neo-Renaissance build¬ 
ing was severely damaged during the Second World War but has been 
restored. The Late Eclectic interior architecture is much admired. 

This souare situated where the Outer Ring crosses Rakoczi ut, is named 
after the famousHungarian actress L uj 2 a Blaha (1850-1926). who hadgreat 
success in the National Theatre which was formerly situated here. 

Jozsef korut (Joseph Ring) now continues southwards^ 
of Joseph Town. To the east of the junction of Jozsef korut and Barossutca 
stands the imposing twin-towered Joseph Town Parish Church. It was but t 
at the end oithe 18th c. in Late Baroque style, in accordance with plans 
drawn up by J. Thalherr. Fine examples of ecclesiasticalart are_ thei High 
Altar by Jozsef Hild and the reredos, the' Apotheosis of St Joseph , by the 
famous Viennese painter Leopold Kupelmaier. 

In front of the church stands a monument to Peter Pazmany, the famous 
Archbishop of Esztergom and founder of the first Hunganan untvers.ty. 
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*Andrassy ut 

This Budapest boulevard, which is 2-5km/l> miles Iona, was laidI out from 
,he 7 „ 2 cr,o Etasdk tere SSSMM 

Europe. 

The Museum of the Hungarian Post Office 

in a most unusual building which was esl f ,n | [ e used by Emperor 

1880s. Highlights of the collection include the telep V 

Franz Joseph I and a 1919 transmitter. 


Location 
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Mikl6$ Ybl drew up the plans for the prestigious Hungarian State 
Opera (Allami Operahaz), which was built between 1875 and 1884 in Neo- 
Renaissance style. It was renovated a few years ago at considerable 
expense. 

The interior boasts a magnificent foyer with a double marble staircase. The 
auditorium possesses unusually good acoustics. The ceiling frescos by 
Karoly Lotz and the wall-paintings by Mor Than are masterpieces of their 
kind. The statues of Franz Liszt and Ferenc Erkel, the first Director of the 
Opera, are by Alajos Strobl. 

Nagymezo utca crosses Andrassy ut near the State Opera, and for a long 
time has been known as the "Pest Broadway". Its reputation is due not only 
to the various night-clubs, such as the Moulin Rouge, but also to the 
number of theatres in this street, such as the Municipal Operetta Theatre 
and the Thalia Theatre. 

Pest Broadway is followed by Jokai ter (with a monument by Alajos Strobl 
on the left) and Liszt Ferenc ter (Franz Liszt Square on the right) with the 
Franz Liszt Academy of Music (see below). 

The Academy of Music established by Franz Liszt is housed in a building 
designed by Floris Korb and Kalman Giergl between 1904 and 1907. 

The Grand Hall on the ground floor occupies two levels and has room for an 
audience of 1,200; it boasts exceptionally good acoustics. Most concerts 
are now held in the Small Hall on the first floor. 

Other buildings of note along Andrassy ut include the former Musical 
Academy (No. 67; architect A. Lang, 1879; at one time the residence of 
Franz Liszt), the State Puppet Theatre (Allami Babszinhaz, No. 69; architect 
A, Lang, 1877) and finally the Academy of Fine Art (Kepzomuveszeti 
F^iskola, No. 71; architect L. Rauscher, 1875). 

Kodaly korond, a beautifully laid-out circular open space, is named afterthe 
great Hungarian composer Kodaly. This square is bounded by statues of 
Hungarian freedom fighters. 

The former residence of Zoltan Kodaly at No. 89 is now a museum and open 
to the public. Opposite stands a neat Neo-Renaissance palace designed by 
G. Pertschacher. 

This museum at No. 103 occupies the house of the art collector Ferenc 
Hopp (1833-1919), and the interesting collection comprises Japanese, 
Korean and Indian objets d'art, including lacquer and bronze work, porce¬ 
lain, jewellery and book illustrations. There is also an archaeological collec¬ 
tion and sculptures in the museum garden. 

The museum's Chinese collection has been transferred to the China 
Museum in the Rath villa at Gorkij fasor 12 further south. 


Heroes' Square/City Woodland Park {Hosok tere/Varosliget) 
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At the northern end of Andrassy ut lies the extensive Heroes' Square 
(Hosok tere), which also forms the western edge of City Woodland Pa f 
(Varosliget; see below). The layout of the square was chiefly the work of th 
architect Albert Schickedanz, who was also largely responsible for ^ 
huge buildings of the Museum of Fine Art (see below) and the Art Gallery 
(see below) which flank the square. 

The Millennium Monument (Millennium! emlekmu), unveiled at the end of 
the 19th c„ is the dominant feature of the square. The 36m/118ft nig 
column is crowned by a figure of the Archangel Gabriel by Gybrgy Za 
Around the plinth can be seen a group of horsemen in bronze representing 
t e conquering Magyar Prince Arpad and six of his fellow warriors. 
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Heroes' Square, laid out by Albert Schickedanz 


On either side of the column colonnades extend in a semi-circle. Between 
the individual pillars stand statues of Hungarian rulers, and above the 
corner pillars are beautiful works in bronze by Zala. In front of the Millen¬ 
nium Monument stands a memorial to the Unknown Soldier. 


This splendid building in Classical-eclectic style, which was designed by Art Gallery 

Albert Schickedanz and completed in 1895, serves as an exhibition gallery (Mucsamok) 

for various artists. 


The Budapest Museum of Fine Arts is one of the major European art 
museums. Its collection of Italian masters of the Renaissance enjoys an 
international reputation. 

The neo-classical monumental building was completed in 1906 to the 
designs of Albert Schickedanz and Fiilop Herzog. The portico is very 
impressive; its huge Corinthian columns bear a tympanum with a relief 
inspired by one on the gable of the Temple of Zeus in Olympia. 

Exhibited on the ground floor are Egyptian and Greco-Roman antiquities, 
including statues and statuettes, gravestones, reliefs, gold and bronze 
work, vases and terracotta. In the nearby Department of Modern Sculpture 
will be found works such as Rodin's "Eternal Spring and A Mothers 
Sorrow” by Mestrovic. Also on the ground floor are some incredibly rich 
drawings and engravings by Raphael, Tintoretto, Durer, Cranach, Altdor¬ 
fer, Rembrandt and others. ... „ „ 

The museum's real treasures are to be found m the twenty-three rooms 
which make up the Art Gallery. The following are some of the most out¬ 
standing works on display: Tuscan painting of the 13th-15th c..One uding 
Giovanni da Ponte and Taddeo di Bartolo}, works of art of the 14th-16th c. 
from central and northern Italy, (including some by Giovanni Sant., 
Domenico and Rodolfo Ghirlandaio, Gentile Bellini. Michele Pannomo, 
Tintoretto, Veronese, and Raphael's "Eszterhazy Madonna ), Italian 
Baroque artists (including Bernardo Bellotto, Bernard Strozzi, Giovanni 
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Battista Tiepolo), Dutch and Flemish masters of the 16th and 17th c, (in¬ 
cluding works by Hans Memling, Jan Brueghel the Elder, Rembrandt, Frans 
Hals, Jan van Goyen, Rubens), 16th and 17th c. Spanish masters, including 
El Greco, Esteban, de Ribera, Goya ("Portrait of Senora Bermudez") and 
Velazquez ("Farmers at Table"). Also of note are various German and 
Austrian masters of the 7 5th—18th c„ such as Lucas Cranach, Hans Baldung 
Grien, Albrecht Durerand Franz Anton Maulbertsch. 19th and 20th c. works 
include those by Cezanne, Gauguin, Leibl, Manet, Monet, Toulouse- 
Lautrec, Waldmuller, Arp, Chagall and Picasso. 

The Varosliget (City Woodland Park) in the north-east of Pest was laid out in 
the 19th c. in accordance with the ideas of the French landscape-gardener 
Nebbion. Over the years the park has become a major public attraction 
through its cultural and recreational facilities, as listed below. 

Castle Vajdahunyad was built by Ignac Alpar in 1896 on the occasion of the 
millennium festival. In his workAlpartriedto combine several architecture 
features which are characteristic of Hungary. The greater part of the bui 
ing complex was based on the castle of the Turkish conqueror Hunya / 
which can be seen in the present-day Romanian town of Hunedoara. 

The Agricultural Museum (Mezogazdasagi Muzeum) is housed in 
Baroque palace of Castle Vajdahunyad. The interesting exhibits inc 
those covering the raising of animals, the production of wine, fishing 
hunting. There are also special temporary exhibitions. 

In the south-eastern courtyard of Castle Vajdahunyad stands a memorial by 
Miklos Ligeti (1903), honouring Anonymus, an unknown historrcal sen 
the 12th/13th c. who, it is believed, composed the first Hungarian chro 

The Budapest Zoological-Botanical Garden (Fovarosi Allat-es NovenykertJ 
lies in the north-west part of Varosliget. It was laid out in the 1860 s ana 
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since has been very popular with the citizens of Budapest. Among the 
attractions are the birds of prey cage, the rock garden, the polar bear and 
sea-lion pool, the children's zoo, the palm house and the aquaria. 

The Civic Circus on the eastern edge of the zoo area (Fovarosi Nagycirkusz) Civic Circus 
is one of the most popular institutions of its kind in Europe. The circus 
tradition here goes back to 1891, when the first performances were staged. 


Every year thousands of visitors come to the "Budapest Tivoli" in the Pleasure Park 
north-eastern corner of the park. (Vidam Park) 


Szechenyi baths (Szechenyi-furdo) in the northern part of Varosliget com- *Szechenyi Baths 

prises an open-air bath and a covered bath in Neo-Baroque style with 

steam and normal baths; it is one of the largest buildings of its kind in 

Europe. The warm water (over 70°C/158T) comes from a spring discovered 

in the previous century. The baths are visited by up to two million people a 

year. 


South-east of the park lies the Budapest ''Sports Town" with the Nepsta- Nepstadion 
dion (People's Stadium) as its centre. This arena, built in 1953 to the plans 
of K. David, can accommodate 70,000 spectators. 

Around the stadium are other sporting facilities: the Kisstadion (Small 
Stadium; 1962; 15,000 seats), which has already served as a stage for many 
show-business artistes; the Millenaris Cycle Race-track (1896), the Test- 
nevelesi es Sport muzeum (Museum of Physical Culture and Sport), the 
ultra-modern Uj Sportscarnok (New Sports Hall; 1981; 12,500 seats) and a 
number of other sports halls. 


Along both sides of Ifjusag utja (Youth Street) stand sculptures in praise of Ifjusag utja 
sport. 

On returning from the stadium to the city centre the visitor will pass East East Station 

Station (Keleti palyaudvar). A main terminus, the station was completed in 

1884 to the plans of J. Feketehazy and G. Rochlitz and has been renovated 

several times since. The main facade, in Neo-Renaissance style, is adorned 

with two statues of James Watt and George Stephenson. Murals by Karoly 

Lotz and Mor Than embellish the prestigious station concourse. 

In the square outside the station stands a memorial by A. Szecsi (1898) in Baross Memorial 
honour of the former Trade and Transport Minister Gabor Baross. 


The Kerepesi Cemetery (Kerepesi temeto; Pantheon Cemetery) just south Kerepesi Cemetery 
of East Station is one of the largest in Budapest. Since the 1950s it has been 
a cemetery of honour in which notable people are buried. The Munkasmoz- 
galmi Pantheon (Pantheon of the Workers' Movement) is a monumental 
building by Jozsef Korner, with artistic details by Zoltan Kiss. The mauso¬ 
leums of Lajos Kossuth, Lajos Batthyany and Ferenc Deak have places of 
honour; they were designed by Gerst! and Strobl, Schickedanz and 
Gerstner respectively. 

Ulloi Lit leads from Kalvin ter (Inner Ring) along an arterial road to the Olloiut 
south-east. The section near the centre is flanked by a number of very 
well-maintained neo-classical buildings. Of especial note is the former 
residence of the composer Ferenc Erkel (No. 17; architect Miklos Ybl) as 
well as some of the older buildings of Semmelweis University. 


The Budapest Museum of Applied Arts (iparmuveszeti Muzeum), one of the "Museum of 

oldest of its kind, dates from 1872; it is housed in a three-storey building Applied Arts 
erected between 1893 and 1896 to the designs of Odon Lechner and Gyula 
Partos, With its domed projecting ressaut it is an outstanding example of 
the Orientai-Hungarian Secessionist style. 

The red granite facing of the exterior (prepared in the Zsolnay porcelain 
factory of Pecs) and the ceramic work which beautifies the roofs and 
corners are particularly fine. 
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Surroundings 

The collection is on five floors and includes furniture, textiles, work in 
precious metals, glass, ceramics and carved ivory, jewellery and leather- 
work. The items of goldsmith's work from the Eszterhazy treasure cham¬ 
ber, which have been lovingly restored after being damaged in the Second 
World War, are of very high quality. 

Further south lies the triangular Ludovika ter, an open space forming part 
of the campus of Semmelweis University. The University's twenty-three 
storey building makes it one of the tallest landmarks in the city. 

To the north off Ludovika ter are the Botanical Gardens of the University 
<Fuves 2 kert), laid out in 1847 and now containing more than 7000 different 
species of plant. 

The Early Classic administration building dating from 1802 is also worthy 
of note. 

With an area of 112ha/277 acres Nepliget (People's Park} to the south-east 
is the largest park in Budapest. It was laid out in the 1860s, and was 
refurbished some time ago in accordance with the latest horticultural 
ideas. Its old trees, fiower-beds, greenswards, fountains and playing areas 
make it extremely popular. 

The Planetarium, opened in 1977 in the south-east part of Nepliget, is one 
of the most modern of its kind in eastern Europe. In the dome-room visitors 
can see an astro-show made possible by the use of Zeiss-Jena projection 
equipment. 


^Danube 

Boat trips 


Course of 
the river 


Flooding 


Waterway 


Bridges 


During the warm months of the year these depart daily from the landing- 
stages at Vigado ter (on the Pest bank} and Bern Jozsef ter (on the Buda 
bank). 

The Danube (Hungarian "Duna") flows through Budapest from north to 
south; within the city boundaries its widest part (640m/700yd) is in the 
north of the city just below the junction of the two arms which enclose the 
island of Szentendre (Szentendrei-sziget). The river is at its narrowest 
(283m/310yd) below Gellert Hill; here it is about 9m/30ft deep. 

Until the late 19th c. rises in the water level caused major problems in the 
districts near the Danube. At such times the width of the river could exceed 
IOOOm/1100yd, and in the lower lying parts of the city considerable damage 
could result. Therefore, in the second half of the last century, measures to 
regulate the flow of the water were urgently put in hand. 

With the expansion of industry in Budapest and in locations further 
upstream, the Danube became of increasing importance for the movemen 
of goods and the capacity of the port installations of the island of Csepe 
(Csepel-sziget) was considerably increased. Along the Danube Corso on 
the Pest bank landing stages for national and international passenger s ip 
were built and these were heavily used. 

The Danube is at present spanned by two railway bridges (the New Pest 
Bridge and the South Rail bridge) and by six road bridges (Arpad Bn 9 * 
Margaret Bridge, Chain Bridge, Elisabeth Bridge, Freedom Bridge 
Petofi Bridge), 


Surroundings 
* Upland 

The Buda Upland forms the natural western boundary of the Hungao® 
capital. The hills, consisting of dolomite, chalk, clay and marl are, to 
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most part, wooded and have long been very popular with the inhabitants of 
Budapest as a local recreation area. A close network of paths, fine scenery, 
games and sports facilities, a pioneer railway, cafes, etc., testify to the 
attractions of this beautiful upland area. 

Three Frontier Hill (Harmashatar-hegy; 497m/1631ft) rises to the north 
within the boundary of Budapest. From its almost bare summit there is a 
fine view of Obuda. 

Below the top of the hill to the north-east can be seen the strangely-shaped 
Guckler Rock (Guckler-S 2 ikla). 


2km/1% miles north-west of Three Frontier Hill rises Csucs-hegy 
(445m/1460ft), from which there is a beautiful view. 

Below to the south in charming Paul's Valley is a stalactitic cave (Palvogyi 
cseppkobarlang) which is well worth visiting. 


Janos-hegy rises in the west of Buda. It is the highest eminence in the 
Hungarian capital (529m/1736ft), and there is a magnificent view from the 
almost 24m/79ft high observation tower built in 1910. Janos-hegy has also 
been made attractive for winter-sports enthusiasts by the installation of a 
chair-lift, a ski-jump, a piste and a ski-lift. 


In the west of the city stands Szabadsag-hegy (Freedom Hill), once known 
as the Swabian Mountain. During the Turkish Wars there was an army 
camp here. Over the years well-to-do inhabitants of Budapest have settled 
here, and today it is a smart area with fine villas, the result of the industrial 
boom, and some architecturally interesting, ultra-modern bungalows. 


From Varosmajor Park a cog-wheel railway, which was planned back in the 
19th c„ ascends Szabadsag-hegy and Szechenyi-hegy (439m/1441ft; Hun¬ 
garian Television transmitter). Up here are several tourist hotels and nurs¬ 
ing homes. 

A narrow-gauge pioneer railway, opened in 1951 and staffed by children 
and young people under the supervision of adults, provides an excursion 
into this especially charming and scenic part of the Buda Upland. 


*Budafok (formerly Promonter) 

The scenically charming district of Budafok in ? f th ^ condhalfof 

capital on the right bank of the Danube was farttous up to the second o' 

the 19th c. for its viticulture. A mate of wine cellars and subterranean 
tunnels still bear witness to its former reputation. 

A particularly charming Baroque church, completed in n 17 .^'% 

centuries have been preserved^ there are some beaut iful 

In Budafok cemetery, south-west of the c . 

Baroque and neo-classical tombstones. 

The headquarters of the Nationa' ^"eudSo^ 

gok; Kossuth Lajos utca 84) and thei Bud * ” b| network of cellars 
Pincegazdasag) still make use of part of he w is the « B or- 

and tunnels. A wine-cellar furnished in the traamonai ma 

katakomba", at Nagytetenyi ut 63. 

Many of the cellars were lived in at one time. 
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Csepel 


Situation and 
Importance 

Csepel (Csepel-sziget), District XXI of the Hungarian capital, is situated on 
an island in the Danube and is the headquarters of the Csepel Vas-es 
Femmuvek (Csepel Iron and Metal Works). This undertaking, which pro 
duced goods ranging from steel pipes to bicycles, once employed man v 
thousands of workers; today, however, it finds itself in the middle of a 
serious financial crisis. 

Free Port 

On the west side of Csepel lies the largest Free Port anywhere on the 
Danube, with an annual turnover of more than 3 million tonnes. 

Swimming-bath 

The riverside swimming-bath at Csepel, fed by a thermal spring, is the third 
largest of its kind in Budapest. It is situated on the Soroksari Duna, a branch 
of the river on the east side of Csepel Island. 

Erd 


Situation 

The Budapest suburb of Erd (106m/348ft; pop. 44,000) lies on the right bank 
of the Danube 20km/12'/i miles downstream from the city centre. There 
were settlers here in the Middle Ages. The town has developed rapidly 
following the great wave of industrialisation in the early 20th century. 

Parish church 

The Parish church (Ofalu, Mecset utca), originally built in the 15th c. in 
Gothic style and later converted to Baroque, is well worth a visit. 

Church of Our 

Lady 

£rdliget 

The Church of Our Lady in Erdliget (Talya utca 4) is a very fine example of 
modern Hungarian church architecture. It was built in 1983 to the plans of 
Istvan Szabo. The front and rear glass fronts are asymmetrically offset, 
thereby providing the interior with floods of light. 

Hungarian 

Geographical 

Collection 

The comprehensive Hungarian Geographical Collection at Budai ut 4 
(open: Tue -Fri. 2pm-6pm, Sat./Sun. 10am-6pm) is housed in a neo-classi¬ 
cal mansion designed by J. Hild. The collection includes documents and 
other items belonging to Hungarian geographers and globetrotters. 

Ferihegy 

Airport 

Ferihegy Airport, 16km/10 miles south-east of the city centre, is Hungary's 
only international airport. It is also used by the national airline Malev. 

Even before the political changes which took place in 1989 it was becoming 
clear that the old terminal (Ferihegy 1) was bursting at the seams and could 
no longer cope with the increasing numbers of tourists and businessmen 
flying to Hungary, To meet these new demands the airport has recently 
been extended and modernised and Ferihegy II terminal built. It can now 
handle 4 million passengers a year. 

Hungaroring 


Situation and 
Importance 

Situated 16km/10 miles north-east of the city centre, near Mogyorod, the 
Hungaroring motor racing circuit was opened in 1986. In August every year 
important Formula 1 races are held here. In addition, highly-rated motor 
cycle and trucking competitions take place, such as the "Truck Trophy' • 
Technical details: total length4014m/4390yd, maximum gradient7%, long¬ 
est straight 700m/766yd. There are 25,000 seats and 150,000 standing 
places for spectators. 


Kispest (Little Pest) 


Situation and 
Importance 

Kispest has existed only since 1871 and is now part of District XIX. It is the 
headquarters of a number of large industrial concerns, including engineer¬ 
ing works, the Ganz industrial combine , textile factories, etc. 

Wekerle 

Settlement 

Of particular interest from the town-planning point of view is the so-calle^ 
Wekerle Settlement", which was methodically laid out on a chess-boar 
pattern between 1908 and 1925. It comprises more than 1000 dwelling 
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Kobanya 

Kobanya (= quarry) forms District X of Budapest. Its name indicates that, 
until late into the last century, building stone was quarried here. In the 
lengthy tunnels various beers are now stored and mushrooms grown. 

In the centre of Kobanya stands the Church of St Ladislaus (Szent Laszlo- 
templom), which was designed by Odon Lechnerand built at the turn of the 
century. The architecture combines elements of Neo-Gothic and Seces¬ 
sionist styles. There is some fine Zsolnay ceramic work to be seen on the 
altars and pulpit. 

Rottenbill Park is named after a former Burgomaster of Pest. Zoltan Kiss 
created the impressive red granite statue of Don Quixote. 

The Greek-Catholic Trinity Chapel (Kapolna) is one of the oldest buildings 
in Kobanya. This little Baroque church dates from c. 1740 and has a very 
fine Baroque altar. 

The Budapest Fire Brigade Museum (Tuzolto Muzeum; Martinovics ter 12; 
open: Tue.-Sun. 9am-4pm) contains not only documents aboutthe history 
of the fire brigade but also a collection of rare historic fire-fighting 
equipment. 

The Budapest HUNGEXPO exhibition grounds are situated in the north of 
Kobanya. International fairs are held here every year (May and September/ 
October) and there is also a tourism exhibition in March which is well 
attended. Every five years one of the largest agricultural shows in eastern 
Europe is held here. 

In the most easterly part of Kobanya lies the vast New Cemetery {Uj 
koztemeto) with several thousand burial plots. Many of the victims of the 
1956 uprising are buried here. 

On June 16th 1989, the 31st anniversary of his execution, the body of Imre 
Nagy, prime minister in 1956, was reinterred in burial plot 301, together 
with those of his comrades. 

This national memorial is open to the public daily from Bam to 8pm. 


Nagyteteny 

Nagyteteny is the most southerly part of Budapest (District XXII) on the 
Buda side of the Danube and is largely an agricultural region. From the 2nd 
to the 5th a there was a Roman military camp here* 

In Nagyteteny, which was probably named after a Magyar leader, viti¬ 
culture played a major role from early times, but in the last few decades this 
has gradually declined in importance* 

The major place of interest in Nagyteteny is the Baroque castle (Kastely; 
Csokasy Pal utca 9—11 \ open: Tue*—Sun* 10am—6pm}, which now houses a 
branch of the Museum of Applied Arts* This great country house was built 
in the 18th c*, using remains of its 15th c* predecessor. 

Of interest are some finely constructed items of 15th to 19th c* furniture, 
(predominantly of Hungarian and German origin), and a collection of stove 
tiles and stoves. Displayed in some of the rooms are valuable paintings, 
carpets, china and clocks dating from the 18th and 19th c. In the castle 
stables are some interesting Roman finds* 

See entry 

See Rackeve 

See entry 


Budapest 


Situation and 
Importance 


Church of 
St Ladislaus 


Rottenbill Park 


Kapolna 


Fire Brigade 
Museum 


HUNGEXPO 


Uj koztemeto 
(Cemetery} 


Burial plot 301 


Situation and 
Importance 


*Castle Museum 


Exhibits 


Danube Bend 
(Danube Knee) 
6csa 

Rackeve 

153 


Scanned by CamScanner 


Bugnc 


Bugac (Puszta) ____ E 


Roglon: B6cs*Kfskun 

Altitude: 122m/400fl. Population: 4000 


Situation and Bugac-Puszta, covoring an 

'Topography area of 10,000ha/ 

40sq.milos, forms tho 
major part of Kiskunsc'ig 
National Pork (see Practical 
Information, National Parks 
and Nature Reserves), It 
lies some 30km/19 miles 
south-west of Kecskemet. 

Sand-dunes, marshes, 
meadows covered in wild 
flowers, areas of reeds and 
freshwater lakes arc the 
main features of the ever 
varying landscape. Like the 
Hortobagy-Pustza (see 
entry), this strange land 
form came about during 
the period of Turkish occu¬ 
pation as the result of good 
farming land being rav¬ 
aged and deserted and 
allowed to fall into decay. 

After that time Hungarian 
shepherds used the region 
as pasture for grey cattle, 
mountain sheep, crossbred 
horses and woolly boar. 

While in the 19th c. most of 
Kiskunsag, especially the 
area around Kecskemet, Riding display in the Bugac 

was restored to fertile agri- 

cultural land, some strips of land were kept as puszta and designated as 
nature reserves. Today the typical puszta animals are bred only as tourist 
attractions. 

Tourism The entrance to the national park lies a few miles beyond the town of 

Bugac, about 16km/10 miles west of Kiskunfelegyhaza. As an alternative 
taking the car, buses run to Kecskemet and Kiskunfelegyhaza and a narrow- 
gauge railway operates between Bugac and Kecskemet. Those who wis 
ensure that they can enjoy horse-riding demonstrations or trips in hors - 
drawn coaches should book the one-day programme (including the jo 
ney there) offered at the offices of Bugac Tours in Kecskemet (see Practi 
Information, National Parks), as this item on the agenda is_8ubjec 
sufficient people being interested. Covered waggons bring visitors t 
herds of grey cattle and mountain sheep, the working esarda and the s _ 
farms. In the little Herdsmen's Museum can be seen the costumes, 
and utensils of the csikos 



Bukfurdo 


See Koszeg, Surroundings 
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Biikk Mountains 


Biikk Mountains (Bukk hegyseg) 


FI 


This central mountain range in north-eastern Hungary is bounded by the Situation and 
River Sajo, the streams named Eger and Ban and the Great Hungarian Characteristics 
Plain. The highest mountains are Istallo-ko (959m/3147ft) and Balvany 
(956m/3138ft). The centre of the range forms a plateau some 20km/ 

12’/; miles long and 5km/3 miles wide, with dense mixed woodland and 
beech forests, the home of many kinds of animals including deer, wild boar 
and some rare species of birds. 


In the Bukk Mountains over 300 caves have been discovered, some show¬ 
ing evidence of prehistoric settlement. The most valuable archaeological 
finds were made at Szeleta Cave near Lillafured (see Miskolc, Surround¬ 
ings), which provided men with shelter during the Ice Age. 


Since 1976 the scenically most beautiful part of the mountain range, espe¬ 
cially the plateau covered with dense beech forests, has been designated a 
National Park. In summer in particular, large numbers of holiday-makers 
and day-trippers visit the National Park, seeking rest and relaxation in the 
seclusion of the mountainous countryside. The tourist centre of Biikk 
National Park is the holiday resort of Szilvasvarad (see below), which offers 
plenty in the way of accommodation (often informer state nursing homes), 
restaurants and snack bars. 


** Biikk 
National Park 
(Biikki Nemzeti 
Park) 


Highly recommended is a trip from the Szalajka Valley near Szilvasvarad to Trip through the 
Lillafured (journey time about 1 'h hours; subject to toll charges), an oppor- Biikk Mountains 
tunity to become acquainted with the natural beauty of the mountains. The 
narrow road winds its way up to the top of the Biikk Range, from where 
there are magnificent panoramic views over the mountain landscape. 



Bukk mountains: scenery and ... 



.. Lipizzaner horses 
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Ceg led 

Szilvasvarad 


Szilvasvarad lies nearly 30km/19 miles north of Eger in beautiful surround¬ 
ing countryside on the western edge of the National Park. Before 1945 this 
resort was owned by Count Pallavtcini, who had a palace built here in I860 
by the famous architect Miklos Ybl; it is now a nursing home. 

Lippizaner Szilvasvarad is known to horse-lovers above all because of the Lippizaner 

Stud stud farm which was opened here in 1952. Visitors can see the horses in 

their stables, study documents describing the stud's history, watch riding 
demonstrations, ride out themselves or enjoy a trip in a horse-drawn 
carriage. 

Szalajka Valley A walk or a ride on the narrow-gauge railway in the romantic Szalajka 
Valley (Szalajka-vblgy) is a very popular pastime, to the extent that at 
weekends the valley becomes rather crowded. A few yards down from the 
railway terminus, near the little waterfall with steps cut out of the lime¬ 
stone, a Forest Museum (forest-workers' huts, tools, etc.) provides in¬ 
teresting information about the lives of the woodcutters. A fifteen-minute 
walk along a signposted path will take the visitor to the cave in Istallo-kd 
mountain, in which prehistorical finds including tools, animal bones, etc. 
have been made. From this cave the path continues steeply up to the 
highest peak in the Bukk Range, Istallo-kd (959m/3147ft). The path is diffi¬ 
cult to negotiate, but is well worth it for the panoramic view. 

On the road to Eger, 8km/5 miles south of Szilvasvarad, lies the somewhat 
uninspiring industrial town of Belapatfalva. An untarred but signposted 
road leads from the town up to the foot of the imposing Belko Mountain, 
where the Late Romanesque monastery church stands on a plateau in the 
middle of the wooded slopes. It is Hungary's sole surviving Cistercian 
church. The secluded position and simple solemnity of thechurch give this 
spot its own special charm. In 1232 monks from the Pilis monastery in 
Esztergom settled here. The construction of the chu rch and monastery was 
interrupted as a result of the Mongol attacks, and they were not finally 
completed until the 15th c. By the 18th c. the buildings had gradually 
decayed, and finally only the external walls remained. About 1730, after 
coming into the possession of the seminary of Eger, the buildings were 
restored, using the old materials. A further restoration programme be¬ 
tween 1953 and 1966 again brought to light the original Cistercian building 
and the foundations of both monastery and church. 

The severe exterior of the church, together with the flat end to the choir, the 
facades almost devoid of decoration of any kind and the lack of a tower are 
all in accord with the strict building regulations laid down by the Order. The 
only adornment on the west front is the recessed doorway with beautifully 
carved capitals and the Early Gothic rose window. This impression of 
marked restraint can also be seen in the mainly Baroque interior of the 
triple-aisled church. A typical feature of most Cistercian monasteries is 
the reading cell, which adjoins the south transept and is accessible from the 
cloister. 


Belapatfalva 

*Cistercian 

Church 


Cegted 


See Szolnok, Surroundings 


Cserhat (Mountain region) 


See Balassagyarmat, Surroundings 
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Danube 



Danube (Duna) 


A 1-D 4 


The Danube, Europe's second largest river, is 2840km/1765 miles long Course of 
overall; 417km/260 mites of that is in Hungary, 142km/88 miles forming the river 
the frontier with the Slovak Republic. The source of the river is near 
Donaueschingen in the Black Forest; from there it flows through South 
Germany, Austria, the Slovak Republic, Hungary, Croatia, Serbia, Bulgaria, 

Romania and the Ukraine, and then enters the Black Sea.The major trib¬ 
utaries which either flow through or touch Hungary are Lajta, Raba, and 
Drava, as well as Vah, Hron, Ipel' and Tisza. On average the Danube in 
Hungary carries 2200cu.m/2875cu.yd of water per second. From the 
Hungaro-Austrian border as far as Komarom the fall is still relatively 
marked. The giant masses of detritus deposited by the river over thousands 
of years divide it into two arms; the Mosoni Duna flows around the Small 
Deposit (Szigetkoz) to the north-west of Gydr, while in Slovakia the Great 
Deposit lies between the Danube and the Maly Dunaj. From Komarom to 
Esztergom the Danube winds its way between terraced banks. It then 
continues through the Hungarian Central Mountain Range to Vac, turning 
south at the Danube Bend (see entry). Between Vac and Dunaujvaros it 
3gain divides into two arms and forms islands, like that near Szentendre, 

Margaret Island in Budapest and Csepel-sziget south of Budapest. From 
Budapest the Danube flows south, its rate of fall reducing rapidly, into a 
wide valley part of which is very marshy and divides Hungary into the 
re gions known as the Transdanubian Highlands (Dunantul) to the west an 
the Great Hungarian Plain (Alfold) to the east. The river then flows on past 
the industrial towns of Dunaujvaros, Dunafoldvar, Paks and Baja an 
leaves Hungary some 15km/9 miles south-east of Mohacs. 


Throughout Hungary the Danube is properly controlled and navigable. It is 
extremely important as a transportation route, because it link 


Economic 

importance 
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Danube Bend 



with the sea and - byway of the Rhine-Main-Danube Canal - with western 
Europe. Along its route numerous hydro-electric power stations have been 
built in Germany, Austria, at the Iron Gateway in Romania and in the former 
Yugoslavia. The power station near Gabcikovo/Nagymaros, which was 
planned in co-operation with the then Czechoslovakia and which is now 
already partially built, has been deemed to constitute such a threat to the 
environment that the Hungarians have withdrawn from the project {see 
Facts and Figures, Rivers and Lakes). The Danube towns of Dunaujvaros, 
Dunafdldvar and Paks are important centres of heavy industry in Hungary. 

The Danube naturally attracts a lot of tourists. After Vienna, Budapest is the 
most popular cruise destination on the Danube and many shipping compa¬ 
nies operate there; there is also a quick hydrofoil link with Vienna. The 
countryside around the Danube Bend and where it breaks through the 
threshold of the Hungarian Central Uplands, one of the most delightful 
scenic reaches of the whole course of the river, is often referred to as the 
"Hungarian Wachau". The Szigetkoz region, too, has good prospects or 
equalling the Danube Bend and Budapest in attracting tourists. South ot 
the capital, near Soroksar, the river becomes a veritable angler's paradise. 
Its lower reaches near Baja and Mohacs (Mohacsi-sziget) are also becom¬ 
ing increasingly important from a tourism point of view. 


Danube Bend (or Danube Knee; Dunakanyar) 


D/E 2 


••Situation and The Danube Bend is one of the favourite recreational and excursion spots 

Topography around Budapest. The name is applied to the extremely charming section 

of the Danube between Esztergom and Szentendre, where the river winds 
its way through the Visegrad Mountains and then turns sharply south (the 
river's "knee") towards Budapest. Because of the wooded hills which 
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Debrecen 



The Danube Bend (or "Danube Knee") 


border it this section has become known as the "Hungarian Wachau". The 
main tourist centres are the beautiful towns of Esztergom, Visegrad and 
Vac, together with Szentendre, the little town so popular with artists (see 
entries). Walkers and nature-lovers will be attracted to the region lying 
behind the Danube Bend, in the Pilis Mountains (see Esztergom, Surround¬ 
ings) and the Visegrad Hills to the south, as well as the quieter Borzsony 
Mountains (see Vac, Surroundings) or the Cserhat mountain region (see 
Balassgyarmat, Surroundings) to the north and east of the Danube. 

The well-maintained Highways It and 2, as well as a railway line, lead Transport 
directly along the Danube; Highway 10 crosses the Pilis Mountains be¬ 
tween Budapest and Dorog. At those places in the mountains where the 
roads became fewer and of inferior quality, as for example in the Borzsony 
Mountains, visitors can explore the countryside from a narrow-gauge 
railway. Szentendre is linked with Budapest by the HEV suburban railway. 
Alternatively, visitors may prefer to view this picturesque stretch from the 
promenade deck of a pleasure cruiser or from a hydrofoil. Pleasure cruisers 
ply regularly between Budapest (Vigado ter) and Esztergom; the trip takes 
five hours going upstream and four hours downstream. 


Debrecen 


G 2 


Region: Hajdu-Bihar 

Altitude: 121m/397ft. Population: 215,000 


Debrecen, the third largest town in Hungary after Budapest and Miskolc, 
lle s in the lowlands east of the Tisza, on Highway 4; it is the traditional 
cultural and economic centre of the region and, since 1950, its capital, n 


"Situation and 
Importance 
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Debrecen 


History 



spite of having developed into a modern industrial and college town, away 
from the centre Debrecen has managed to retain its rural, small town 
atmosphere. The Great Reformed Church and the Reformed College serve 
as a reminder that Debrecen proudly bears the title of "Calvinist Rome", the 
stronghold of Protestantism in Hungary. 


Following the merging of several smaller settlements in the Middle Ages, 
the place where Debrecen now stands became a regional trade centre for 
livestockand agriculture, and in 1361 itwas elevated to the status of atown. 
In the 16th c. fifty craftsmen plied their trades here, and formed themselves 
into fourteen guilds. When the Reformation spread to Hungary Debrecen 
became a stronghold of Calvinism; those of other religious persuasions 
were prevented by the townsfolk from settling here or were forced to leave. 
In 1538 the Reformed College was founded and the town became a spiritual 
centre for Calvinistic teachings. This prosperous trading town also enjoyed 
special status undertheTurks, whotookover Debrecen in 1535 butallowed 
the people to continue to practise both their businesses and their Calvin- 
istic religion. Itwas a different story with the Catholic Habsburgs, who freed 
the town from Turkish rule in the 17th c. but encountered resistance from 
the good people of Debrecen when they tried to introduce the Counter- 
Reformation, meeting a barrier of nationalist aspirations and religious 
convictions. During the 1848 Revolution Lajos Kossuth made the town the 
headquarters of the freedom fighters and the seat of his government. Itwas 
in the Great Reformed Church that he issued the declaration of Hungary s 
independencefrom the House of Habsburg. A century later, in 1944, Debre¬ 
cen was once again the scene of historic events: on December 21st that 
year the Provisional National Assembly met here and Debrecen became 
the capital of those parts of Hungary which had by then been liberated. If 
retained this status until March 1945, when the Government was able to 
return to Budapest. 


160 


Scanned by CamScanner 


Nyfrbator 










Debrecen 


Every year on Constitution Day (August 20th) Debrecen becomes the scene Flower Carnival 
of a colourful procession with floats bedecked with flowers in the form of 
animals, fairytale figures, coats of arms and so on. 


Sights 


A main arterial road passes through the centre of Debrecen, from the Townscape 
"Great Forest" in the north to the railway station in the south. The middle 
section of the road is known as Piac utca, or Market Street. As well as the 
buildings described in the following pages the visitor will find here and also 
in some of the side streets (especially in Kossuth utca) a number of in¬ 
teresting houses dating from the transitional period leading up to the art 
nouveau style. 



The very emblem of Debre¬ 
cen is the imposing Great 
Reformed Church (Reforma- 
tus Nagytemplom), at the 
end of Piac utca. As well as 
being the town's dominant 
feature it is also its most 
important building from an 
historical point of view and 
the largest Calvinist church in 
Hungary. A church has stood 
here since the 12th c. The 
Church of St Andrew, a 
Gothic basilica built in the 
13th c. and burned down in the 16th., was rebuilt but again reduced to 
ashes and rubble in a town fire of 1802. Remains of the walls from this 
church have been uncovered at the north end of the present building. This 
was built between 1807 and 1819 (the interior having been completed 
somewhat later) to the design of Mihaly Pechy and Josef Tailherr. It is in 
Classical style with a tympanum above and towers either side of the 
entrance which is on the south side, The centrally-arranged interior is also 
somewhat cold and severe. The bell from the previous church, weighing 
5600 kilos/5V2 tons, was preserved and recast in 1873; it is rung only on 
special occasions. The Transylvanian Prince Gyorgy II Rakoczi originally 
had the bell cast from melted-down cannons used in the Thirty Years' War. 


Great 

Reformed 

Church 


Since 1914 the monument to Lajos Kossuth has stood in front of the Garden of 
church; behind the church, between the oratorium and the college, lies the Remembrance 
Garden of Remembrance with a memorial to those departed souls whom 
the Habsburg Court of Justice despatched into slavery for preaching the 
Calvinist doctrine. A bronze statue erected here in 1906 is in memory of 
Prince Istvan Bocskai (1557-1606) and his contribution to religious free¬ 
dom in Hungary, 


On Kalvin ter stands the building of the Reformed College (Reformatus Reformed 
Kollegium). Once a school of Latin for Dominican monks, the college was College 
ormed here in 1568 and became known far and wide as a seat of Calvinist 
earning. The college owned 100 elementary schools and 40 senior 
schools, which it provided with teachers, school-books and curricula. Built 
>n 1675, the college building was severely damaged in thetown fire of 1802 
and rebuilt between 1802 and 1816 in Classical style by Mihaly Pechy, who 
w es also entrusted with the plans for the Great Reformed Church (see 
s '^ e wings were added between 1870 and 1874. The gable-end 
nh the main entrance is decorated with portraits of famous students. The 
college library boasts 526,000 volumes, including an extremely compre¬ 
hensive collection of Bibles, valuable manuscripts (36 codices) and 146 
a ny printed books (incunabula). 
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Debrecen: Great Reformed Church ... 



... and Deri Museum 


In the oratorium the Revolutionary Parliament met in 1849 under the 
leadership of Lajos Kossuth and decided on the deposition of the Habs- 
burgs; it was here, too, that the provisional Hungarian government assem¬ 
bled in 1944. 

"Deri Museum One block further west, on the square of the same name, stands the Deri 

Museum, named after the industrialist Frigyes Deri, whose art collection 
forms the basis of the museum's exhibits. Its extraordinarily rich stocks 
include art treasures from Eastern Asia, ancient finds from Egypt (mum¬ 
mies, sarcophagi), Greece and Italy, as well as a collection of local folk-art 
(shepherds' cloaks from Hortobagy, decorated earthenware and porcelain 
vessels), together with 15th-20th c. art, such as the large painting "Ecco 
Homo” by Mihaly Munkacsy (1844-1900). The four bronze figures in the 
museum courtyard, the work of the Debrecen sculptor Ferenc Medgyessy 
(1881-1958), symbolise the four spheres of the museum's collections, 
namely archaeology, history, art and ethnography. The sculptor was 
awarded the Grand Prix at the World Exhibition in Paris in 1937 for this work 
of art. In Peterfia utca (No. 28) is a small museum with more of his work. 

Hotel Arany Bika On returning to Piac utca the visitor will be attracted by the art nouveau 
building of the Hotel Arany Bika, built in 1914 at Pica utca 11-15, nea 
the Reformed Church. There was an inn here as long ago as the end of the 
17th c., which came into the possession of Janos Bika (John Bull) in the 
early 19th c. His inn sign portrayed a golden bull - hence the name AranV 
Bika (Golden Bull). 

At the corner of Piac utca and Kossuth utca stands the Town Hall, built in 
1842/43 in Classical style to the design of Ferenc Povolny. The centra 
ressaut has five windows and is divided up by Corinthian columns; j 
arms of the town of Debrecen with the Paschal Lamb are carved on tn 
tympanum, 


Town Hall 
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Debrecen 


The Small Reformed Church (Kistemplom) at the corner of Piac utca and 
Szechenyi utca is a little 1726 Baroque building renovated in 1870 The 
original onion dome of the massive west tower was destroyed in a storm 
and replaced m 1907 by crenellations thus emphasising thefortified nature 
of the church. Since then the church has been affectionately known by the 
local people as Stumpy Church". y 


Small Reformed 
Church 


At Szechenyi utca 6, a few yards behind the Small Reformed Church stands 
theformerpostmaster's house (Old Post Inn), which canTyclaim,o having 
had a famous guest; in November 1714 the Swedish King Charles XlUnent 
the night here when fleeing from the Csar of Russia. A notable example S 
Hungarian historical architecture is the Csokonai Theatre MRfii iwi 
Kossuth utca 10. Continuing along Kossuth 

visitor will come to the Neo-Gothic brick-built church on Meliua ter In 
Szent Anna utja stands the Baroque church of St Anne, built in 1721-46 to 
plans by the Milanese arch.tect Giovanni Battista Carione. The small 
church was originally used by the Piansts (the former Pianist convent is 

" e h ir Vl ' p 6 M bV 5° Cath ° hC COmmunit Y of Debrecen. The main a tari 
>s by Karl Rohl and portrays St Anne, the patron saint of the church At pjac 

iqi a i^?ntii™ d re t 9t0r ; a! i 0L,ncil off 'oes (Regi Megyehaza], built in 
IrJ h ^ - Secessionist style. The stained glass windows in thefestival hall 

conquered°Hungary!°^ ,1873 - 194 °’ a " d represe "> * he """ P*- who 


Other buildings 
of interest 


L h ihfH V h er f iStl | e r r r ™u al area in the north of the town which can be 
reached by tram In the 23Q0ha/5750 acres of forest and parkland {which 

also contains the University and the Central Cemetery), there are plenty of 
sports and recreational facilities, including a pond for rowing and sailing a 

ftStn'dA a *h ma f u° u nd f 9 pleasure park - ln 3 9ha/22Vi acre park will be 
found the thermal baths (Nagyerdei korut 9/11), supplied by two mineral 

springs at a temperature of 63 Q C/145°F. There are four thermal baths in the 
domed hall, where alternating hot and cold and orthopaedic underwater 
Knnn can be taken - The three open-air pools have a total water area of 
b000sq.m/5500sq.yd, and one of them has artificially induced waves. These 
medicinal baths are open daily from 8am to noon and 1pm to 6.30pm and 
the open-air pool daily May-Sept, 8am to 7pm. 


Nagyerdo 
(Great Forest) 


In the Central Cemetery (Kdztemeto; Ady Endre ut) the mortuary designed 
by Jozsef Borsos in 1932 is a building worthy of note. 


The main building of the University Clinic (Nagyerdei Korut 98) was built by 
Floris Korb in 1918; the individual departments are housed in pavilions all 
linked by a 3km/2 mile-long system of underground passages. Korb also 
designed the main building of Lajos Kossuth University (Egyetem ter 1), 

which was built in 1928-32 in Neo-Baroque style in the western part of the 
park. 


Surroundings 


In the immediate vicinity of Debrecen the visitor will come across a number HajdusSg 

s . ma ^ towns and villages whose name begins with the syllable "Hajdu" {Countryside) 
(Haiduks). The Haiduks were originally cattle-drovers and farmers who 
served as mercenaries in the border regions after the 15th c. and were 
nown fortheir courage and warlike mentality. Some of the Haiduks fought 
' n tbe 17th c. for the Transylvanian Prince Istvan Bocskai against the Habs- 
ur 9 s - After victory over the Habsburgs in 1604 he granted them land 
a round Debrecen on which to settle (hajdusag = land of the Haiduks). Their 
Ullages were mostly in the form of rings of buildings protected by a 
Palisade fence or a wall, as seen in the present-day town of 
Ma Jdub6sz6rmeny. 
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Dunaujvaros 

Hajduboszorm^ny 


The town of Hajdubbszormeny (pop. 30,000), 18km/11 miles north-west of 
Debrecen, was the centre of Haiduk country and after 1699 the head 
quarters of the Haiduk leader. The home of the former Haiduk leader at 
Kossuth utca 1 now houses the Haiduk Museum (Hajdusagi Muzeum). | n 
1870 a neo-classical north wing was added to this Baroque building, The 
extensive archaeological, ethnographic and local history collections are 
complemented by an exhibition of works by members of the local artists' 
colony. 


Hajdudorog A further 16km/10 miles north lies Hajdudorog (pop. 10,000), since 1912 the 

only Greek Catholic bishopric in Hungary. The Baroque Greek Catholic 
church at Tokaji ut 2 with its defensive wall dates from 1770 and was 
renovated in 1869. The iconostasis, with 54 paintings, is mainly Late 
Baroque in character. 


Hajdiiszoboszlo One of the best-known spa towns in eastern Hungary is the former Haiduk 
township of Hajduszoboszlo (pop. 24,260), situated 20km/12V 2 miles south¬ 
west of Debrecen. After boring down 1091m/3580ft, water with a temper¬ 
ature of 73°C/163°F was discovered in 1925, and as a result the sleepy little 
town found itself transformed within a few years into a popu lar spa resort. 
Today some 1 Vi million visitors every year flock to the baths on the 30ha/ 
75 acre site at Jozsef Attila utca. The waters, which contain sodium, iodine, 
bromide and bitumen, are used in the treatment of rheumatic complaints, 
slipped discs, tendovaginitis and inflammation of the muscles as well as 
degenerative complaints. The indoor and outdoor baths together have a 
water area of 8500sq.m/9350sq.yd and can also be used for sporting 
events. A well-designed infrastructure also awaits the visitor. 


Hortobagy See entry 


Dunaujvaros 


D 3 


Region: Fejer 
Altitude: 116m/380ft 
Population: 62,000 

Situation and The town of Dunaujvaros, situated some 70km/44 miles south of Budapest 

Importance on the right bank of the Danube 50m/160ft above the river, is one of 

Hungary's major iron and steel-producing towns. In the 1st c. a.d. the 
Romans settled in the region of Dunaujvaros and set up the military camp 
of Intercisa, which developed into a flourishing town in the 2nd and 3rd c, 
The village of Dunapentele, which grew up here during the Middle Ages, 
was deserted during the period of Turkish occupation but people gradually 
moved back in during the 17th and 18th c. After the Second World War the 
region was selected for industrial development and the town of Stalinvaros 
(Stalin Town), designed in "chess-board" fashion, was built around the 
new iron-foundries; it was later renamed Dunaujvaros (Danube New 
Town). Apart from the 17th c. Rac Church (Rac templom) in Dunapentele 
and the Intercisa Museum, part of which houses some high quality finds 
from the Roman camp of that name, Dunaujvaros can boast little of interest 
in the conventional sense. It is interesting only as an example of urban 
industrial development during the Socialist era, with its dreary tenements 
and gigantic industrial complexes. From the viewing terrace on the rive 
bank, however, there is a beautiful view of the Danube and the wide puszta- 


Surroundings 

DunafoidvSr Dunafoldvar, situated 20km/12’/j miles south of Dunaujvaros, is also an 

important industrial town and traffic hub with a bridge over the Danube- 
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Szep asszo ny -vo Igy 


The "Turkish Tower" (Toroktorony) dates from the time of the Turkish wars 
and is a square defensive tower built on a hill overlooking the Danube for 
the protection of a nearby fort. In one of its six prison cells can still be seen 
paintings made on the walls by a condemned prisoner, describing the story 
of his capture. On the top floor of the tower is a cafe with a good view The 
restaurant known as the Fisherman's Csarda (Halaszcsarda), in the old 
buildings on the landing-stage, is renowned for its speciality fish cuisine. 


^ _ F 2 


Region: Heves 
Altitude: 180m/590ft 
Population: 63,920 

Eger, lying in the Eger valley on the southern slopes of the Bukk Mountains 
is the gateway to northern Hungary and one of the most beautiful Baroque 
towns in the whole of the country. The radioactive springs to the south-east 
of the Old Town were known and highly valued during the time of the 
Turkish occupation. The grapes used to make Egri Bikaver (Eger Bull's 
Blood} and other well-known wines grow on the mountain slopes near 
Eger. As the regional capital and home to a number of schools and a 
teacher training college, Eger makes an important contribution to the 
administrative and educational needs of the surrounding area. 

Eger came to prominence in the 11th c. when King Stephen I founded a 
diocese here. In 1241 the still young diocesan town was almost completely 


*Situation and 
Importance 


History 


Serbian Church 



M 3 Baths Quarter 
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Eger 


destroyed by the Mongols, but after being rebuilt it developed to becomes 
centre of Hungarian Renaissance. Twice the Turks attempted to invade the 
town; the first time, in 1552, their army numbering some 80,000 men came 
up against the legendary resistance offered by thefort's commander Istvan 
Dobo who - with only 2000 soldiers and the support of the courageous 
women of the town - successfully defended it. However, the Turkish siege 
of 1596 was successful, and Eger remained under Turkish rule for 100years 
and became the chief town of the newly founded Ottoman province of 
Wilajet. Public baths, mosques and other oriental buildings, of which only a 
minaret remains, were the dominant features of the town at that time. 
When the Turks were forced to leave Eger in 1687 the population numbered 
a mere 3500. In the 18th c. Eger again flourished and, now once again the 
see of a bishop, blossomed into a rich Baroque town. The presence of 
bishops and monastic orders led to much building taking place, which in 
turn heralded an influx of well-known artists and craftsmen. The vineyards 
around Eger grew rapidly and the thermal springs brought many visitors to 
the town. After the Second World War a number of industries set up here, 
and its schools made Eger the education centre of the region. 


Sights 

^Cathedral From the hill on which the medieval church of St Michael once stood the 

massive Classical Cathedral (Foszekesegyhaz) now looks down on the 
town. It was built in 1831-37 to the design of the Hungarian architect Jozsef 
Hi Id, who reversed the usual scheme of things whereby the entrance area is 
on the west side, and transferred the main doorway to the east side, facing 
the Lyceum and the Old Town. The two towers at the west end are counter¬ 
balanced at the east end by a portico with a wide flight of steps leading up 
to it. The three large statues above the tympanum portray the three heav¬ 
enly virtues of Faith, Hope and Charity; those on either side of the steps are 
of the Apostles Peter and Paul and the holy kings Stephen and Ladislaus. 



Eger: the Cathedral 
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Eger 


They are the work of the Italian sculptor Marco Casagrande (1804-80}, who 
also created the facade reliefs in the columned entrance hall (Piet^.orthe 
Virgin Mary holding the dead body of Christ on her lap, Jesus in the Temple, 
Expulsion of the Traders). This artist was also responsible for the interior 
decoration; special note should be taken of the painting of SS Stephen and 
Ladislaus 1773 on the side-altar by the Baroque artist Johann Lukas 
Kracker, and of the high altar (1834), the paintings on which are by the 
Viennese artist Josef Danhauser. 


Opposite the Cathedra , on Szabadszag ter, stands the building of the Former 
former archiepiscopal Lyceum, now the teachers' training college. Built Lyceum 
around a rectangular inner courtyard, the building dominates the square 
and is one of the most important examples of the mid 18th c plait style 
Bishop Karoly Eszterhazy actually intended it to be a Catholic university 
when he inmaNy instructed F. A. Pilgram and J. I. Gerl to draw up the plans 
in 1763. However, by the time the building was completed in 1765 - Jakob 
Fellner, the Eszterhazys' own architect, having meanwhile taking over the 
designing of it - the climate of the time tended to be against a church 
university of any kind, so this educational establishment had to be content 
with being ranked as a lyceum, or lecture hall. 

The entrance area lies in line with the Cathedral entrance, and is accentu¬ 
ated by the central protruding ressaut. On the first floor above the entrance 
lies the banquetmg-hall, decorated with frescos by the Baroque artist Franz 
Sigrist; it can be seen by prior arrangement only. 

The most imposing room in the whole building is the Library in the south **Ubrary 
wing, founded by Karoly Eszterhazy in 1793, it boasts an impressive ceiling 
fresco painted in 1778/9 by the Austrian artist Johann Lukas Kracker. The 
fresco contains a total of 132 figures and represents the meeting of the 
Council of Trent (1545-63) to discuss the consequences of the Reformation 
and the revival of the Catholic church. In the four corners of the room the 
resolutions drawn up by the Council are illustrated - ordination of priests. 



rr esco 


in the library of the former Lyceum 
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Eger 

censorship of books, last sacraments and worship of relics. The architects 
ra | aspects of the same event are duplicated in the Late Gothic cha Pe | 
which gives an illusionistic impression of height without actually imitating 
Trento Cathedral in Italy, where the Council met. A trompe I'oeil painted 
"ledge” which appears to project well out from the wall represents the 
transition from feigned architecture to more realistic interior furnishings, 
Some 130,000 books, including 34 medieval codices, are kept in the oak 
cupboards which were made by the Eger cabinet-maker Thomas Letter in 
1778 - 80 , to designs drawn up by Jakob Fellner. Some particularly valuable 
examples are displayed in showcases (open: Tue.-Fri. 9.30am-1pm, Sat,, 
Sun. 9,30am-noon). . 

In the 53m/174ft high tower in the east wing is the Observatory with its 
revolving dome (fine view) and an Astronomical Museum (open. Tue,- 
Sun. 9.30am-1pm), 

Szechenyi utca 

The road leading away from the Lyceum is Szechenyi utca. This busy 
shopping street in the heart of Eger still boasts a number of 18th c. 
buildings. 

Archbishop's 

Palace 

(£rseki palota) 

In the immediate vicinity of the Cathedral and the Lyceum stands the 
Archbishop's Palace, at Szechenyi utca 1-3. This horseshoe-shaped 
Baroque edifice was built in 1764/66 to the plans of Jakob Fellner and 
renovated in the 19th c. It retains its original stairwell, which is worthy of 
note. The wrought-iron gateway opening on to the street is by Lenard 
Fazola, the younger brother of Henrik Fazola. 

Wine IVtuseum 
(Rormuzeum) 

The little street named Varosfa! utca runs parallel to Szechenyi utca. In No, 
1, a simple Baroque building, equipment used by local wine-producers is 
exhibited. Some very old wine can be tasted in the cellar. 

Cistercian 

Church 

The largest building in Szechenyi utca is the twin-towered Cistercian 
Church (Cisztercita templom) built, like the Franciscan church, on the foun¬ 
dations of a Turkish mosque. Although work was started in 169 9 afterth .® 
Turks withdrew, it was 1733 before the building was complete. Although ii 
may appear rather unprepossessing from the outside, the interior turnisn- 
ings are of extremely high quality. The artistically sculpted group in °co 
style on the high altar made the name of Johann Anton Krauss from 
Moravia famous throughout Hungary. The six side-altars are decorated 

beautiful stonework. , . . ri)flrav 

The modem sculpture "Daidalos" (1964) in front of the church is by Gyorgy 

Segesdi (b. 1931). 

Carl one House 

The architect Giovanni Battista Carlone, a member of the famous Italian 
family of artists who lived and worked in Eger, built the corner hou 
Szechenyi utca 13 for himself in 1725. 

Apothecary's 

Museum 

The gabled Baroque building at Szechenyi utca 14 was built in 17631° fit 
of Jakob Fellner. Visitors can admire the equipment used by the J 
apothecary in 1710 (open: Tue.-Sun. 9am-5pm). 

Rac Church 

At the end of Szechenyi utca (No. 59) will be found the Serbian Orthodox 
Church. It was designed in the 18th c. plait style by JSnos Povolm in i' ■ 
The interior furnishings, including the richly embellished iconostasis 
pulpit, are in the Byzantine/Southern Slavonic style. 

*Dob6 Istvan ter 

The market place below the castle, named after the legendary l ® ac * e ^° t ^ e 
Istvan, forms the centre of the town of Eger. After walking throug 
narrowlanes of the Old Town the visitor will be surprised by the scale 
market place, with its harmonious mix of beautifully renovated 
houses and the impressive parish church of St Anthony (see below). ^ 
group of figures in front of the church, the work of Zsigrrsond S tr °bi, 
memory of the defender of the castles on the south Hungarian bor 
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Church of St Antonius 



Minaret 


while the statue of Dobo Istvan by Alajos Strobl (1906) adorns that side of 
the market place which faces the castle. 


The main feature of the market square is the former Minorite Church ** Parish Church 

(Minorita templom), now the Parish Church of St Anthony, one of the most of St Anthony 

outstanding Baroque edifices in Hungary. The Minorite Order of monks 

had been resident in Eger since the 13th c. and built a monastery here 

which fell into decay during the period of Turkish occupation and was later 

rebuilt. The Bohemian architect Johann Ignaz Dient 2 enhofer, schooled in 

Viennese Baroque by Lukas von Hildebrandt, drew up the plans for the 

church, which was commenced in 1758 but not completed until 1773. 

Baroque dynamism is already evident in the twin-towered front, in the 
centre of which the overall alignment changes to form an elegantly 
rounded contour. In the centre of the gable stands a statue of St Anthony of 
Padua, and phases in his life are portrayed on the ceiling fresco inside the 
church - the work of the Bratislavan artist Marton Raindl. The paintings on 
the side-altars are also valuable Baroque/Late Baroque works. To the right 
of the church stands the plain, three-storey monastery building. 

. . Minaret 

It is just a short walk from Dobo ter to the slender, 40m/130ft high Minaret at 
the end of Markhot utca. This place of prayer is the most northerly Ottoman 
edifice in Europe and a reminder of almost 100 years of Turkish rule. The 
mosque which went with it was initially used as a church and then pulled 
down inthe 19th c. Visitors are not allowed inside the minaret for technical 
reasons. 


Kossuth Lajos utca, where the senior echelons of the priesthood lived, is The Great 
reached either through Jokai utca or alongthe Egerriver. About 1775 Jakob rovos s a ace 
Fellner, the architect of the Lyceum, designed the Great Provost's Palace 
(Nagypreposti palota) at Kossuth Lajos utca 16, a building which is in 
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delightful contrast to the Regional Council Offices opposite. Today ; t 
houses the Municipal Library. 

Regional 

Council Offices 

The Regional Council Offices (Megyehazaj at Kossuth Lajos utca 9 Were 
built between 1748 and 1756. Note in particular the decorative grilles and 
lattice-work by the immigrant German metalsmith Henrik Fazola (1730-79) 
- the decorative grille above the entrance with the gilded wooden figures 
symbolising the three virtues of Faith, Hope and Charity, and the magnifi¬ 
cent gates on either side of the great archway. The left-hand one is embel¬ 
lished with flowers and tendrils, and that on the right with the stork 
coat-of-arms of the Heves region and the coat-of-arms of Archbishop 
Barkdczy who commissioned the building. These two gates rank as Fazo- 
la's masterpiece. 

Franciscan 

Monastery 

The former Ferences kolostor, a simple building diagonally opposite the 
council offices at Kossuth Lajos utca 14, was built in the 18th c. on the site 
of a mosque. The monastery church, with its twin-towered front, was 
designed by the Eger architect Giovanni Battista Carlone in 1736-55. The 
interior is worth seeing for its uniform Late Baroque furnishings. 

The Small 

Provost's Palace 

Where Kossuth Lajos utca enters Szabadsag ter, at No 4 opposite the 
Lyceum, stands the former Small Provost s Palace (Kispreposti palota), 
dating from 1758 . The balcony grille on the first floor was the work of Henrik 
Fazola, who also built the oldest preserved iron-foundry in Miskolc. The 
banqueting-hall is decorated with frescoes by Johann Lukas Huetter and 
Johann Lukas Kracker (1774). 

Bath Quarter 

South-east of the Old Town, on the far side of the river, lies the Bath Qua rter 
with radioactive springs which have been in use ever since the 14th c. 
Visitors can still see the ruins of an old Turkish bath (Torok furdo) on 
Dozsa-ter below the castle. As well as the thermal baths there is also an 
open-air bath surrounded by old trees. As the water from the Eger river 
mixes with the medicinal waters the effects of the springs are felt there too. 

Valley of the 
Beautiful Lady 

On the western edge of the town lies the best-known row of wine-cellars in 
the Eger region, known as Szepasszony volgye. Wine has been pressed ana 
stored here since the Middle Ages. The cellars penetrate deep into tne 
mountainside, and many of them are fitted out as wine-bars or lounges. 
The most popular wine of the region is Eger Bull's Blood (Egri bikaverb 
followed by Medoc-noir, while Egri Leanyka is a delightful sweet wnne 
wine. 

**Castle 


History 

From the 11th c. onwards the bishop and canon of the cathedral resided on 

Castle Hill, which afforded protection to the town and allowed it to develop. 

There had been a fortified building here since the time of the Mongol 
attacks, and in the 16th c. Peter Perenyis gave instructions for the castie 
be extended to withstand Turkish onslaughts; the work was supervised i Y 
the Italian architect Giovanni Maria de Specia Casa and was based o 
designs of contemporary Italian fortresses. After the Turks had succee 
with their second attack in 1596 in capturing both castle and town, ii^t 
repaired the castle once again. In 1702, on instructions from Empe 
Leopold 1, the castle - like many others - was blown up. In 1783 it he 
the property of Bishop Karoly Eszterhazy, who used the stone for his 
buildings. Nationalism and a growing sense of history during the 19tn <=• 
to the fortress being seen in a new light as something to be preserved 
posterity. 

Tour of 
the Castle 

Although the castle towers high above the town, large parts of it 
nothing but ruins. Nevertheless, these remains do give an idea ° 


170 


Scanned by CamScanner 


Eger 



1 Upper Gate 

2 Bishop's Palace 
(museum) 

3 Dungeon Bastion 

4 Earth Bastion 

5 Picture Gallery 

6 Round Tower (15th c.) 

7 Dobo Bastion 

8 Remains of the Hospital 

9 Cannon Hill 

10 Varkoch Gate 

11 Gothic Gate 

12 Gergely Bastion 

13 Ear Bastion 

14 Tomb of G. Gardonyi 

15 Turkish Garden 

16 Lower Gate 

17 Beautiful Gate 

18 Entrance to the 
Casemates 

19 Remains of walls of the 
Roman Cathedral 

20 Remains of walls of the 
Gothic Cathedral and 
Statue of St Stephen 

21 Sandor Bastion 

22 Remains of the 
Governor's Palace 

23 Ticket Office, 

Information 


former size and strength of this great fortress, and there is a fine view from 
hereof the town of Eger. Those who, instead of taking their car to the North 
Gate, climb up from the Old Town on foot (the ascent from Dozsa Gyorgy 
ter is beautiful) will enter the castlethrough the southern Varkoch Gate. The 
relief by Istvan Tar and Gyula Hies (1952) is in memory ofthe heroic defence 
of the castle in 1552. To the left lies the Dobo Bastion, while uphill to the 
right is the Handsome Bastion. 


The central courtyard ofthe medieval castle complex is now surrounded by 
administrative buildings such as the ticket office, museum, etc. On the 
north side of the courtyard stands the former Bishop's Palace, built in 1470 
for Bishop Johann Bekensloer; its ground floor has a beautiful arcaded 
walkway with a ribbed vaulted ceiling. This building was later to be the 
residence ofthe lord of the castle and in the 18th c. it served as a corn store 
and dungeon. Today it houses the Dobo Istvan Museum with exhibits 
relating to the castle's history. The high ground to the right (east) of the 
Bishop's Palace is where the first Romanesque Eger Cathedral once stood. 
The remains of three massive pillars in the east ofthe choir give some idea 
of the dimensions of the extension; begun in the 15th c. but never com¬ 
pleted, which would have converted this building into a Gothic hall church. 
The Cathedral was completely gutted by fire in the siege of 1552 and was 
demolished. On one of the former pillars stands a statue of King 
Stephen, the work of the sculptor Marco Casagrande in the first half of the 
19th c.; Casagrande was also employed in the rebuilding of the Cathedral. 
j Gothic tower containing a flight of stairs leads up to the battlement walk, 
r °m where there is a fine view. Here, too, will be found the casemates built 
within the east wall (admission free). In the south-eastern part ofthe castle 
“ e , bastions built in the 16th c. - the Ear Bastion (with the grave of the writer 
Geza Gardonyi, who died in 1922), the Gregory Bastion, the Turkish B aft ,on 
the Handsome Bastion. The coat-of-arms of Bishop Ippolito d tste 
a 0r ns the Gothic gate-tower ofthe Gregory Bastion. 
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The bishop's palace 



Memorial of Dobo Istvan 


Surroundings 


Mezokovesd 

This little town of 20,000 inhabitants, lying 20km/12V4 miles south-east of 
Eger on the main highway between Budapest and Miskolc, is the traditional 
focus of the Matyos, a group of people who have long lived in Mezokovesd 
and the neighbouring villages of Kovesd, Tard and Szentistvan, Their name 
can be traced back to King Matthias (Matyas), who in the 15th c. raised 
Mezokovesd to the status of regional town. As in other ethnic enclaves (for 
example, the Paloc villages tn the Cserhat Mountains), much emphasis is 
laid on preserving traditional crafts and skills. The colourfully embroidered 
flowers, based on old patterns, with which the women adorn their blouses, 
fabrics and aprons - red on a white or black ground being particularly 
popular - produce some of the most beautiful articles in Hungarian folk' 
fore. Those wishing to take home a souvenir of their visit to the Matyo 
region are recommended to pay a visit to the Matyo House at 8eke ter No. 2, 
which contains the workshops and salerooms of the Folk Art Society. 

Matyo Museum In the Matyo Museum at Beke ter 3 (open: Tue.-Sun. 9am-5pm) visitors 
can admire embroidered traditional costumes from the Matyo villages' 
These include a long, bell-shaped dress and a colourfully-stitched apron 
worn by both men and women. Other colourful embroidery work can be 
seen in the Bori Kis Janko Museum, in a thatched house in Bori Kis Janko 
street. 


Local Museum 


The house at Mogyoro koz 4, dating from the second half of the 19th c., h as 
been furnished in its original style. Similar houses can be found at K |S 
Janko Bori utca 12 and 21, in Anna Koz, Diofa utca and Kokeny koz. 
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These spa baths lie in a well-tended park on the edge of the town. Medicinal Zsori Baths 
waters, containing carbonic acid, iodine and sulphur, surge to the surface (Zs6ri furdS) 
from a depth of 875m/2870ft at an incipient temperature of 7rc/160°F and 
then cool down to about 40°C/100°F. 


See entry 


Bukk mountains 


See entry 


Szilvasv^rad 


Feldebro 



About 20km/127z miles south-west of Eger (take the road to Verpelet, from 
where it is a further 4km/2Vz miles to the south) lies the little town of 
Feldebrowhich boasts something of an historical rarity. In the 11th c. a 
Romanesque church, based on a Byzantine model, was built here, its 
ground plan being in the shape of a Greek cross. The patron of the church 
was Aba Samuel, who tried 
to steal the Hungarian 
throne from King Peter (the 
heir to Stephen's throne 
and the protege of both 
Pope and Emperor) and in 
so doing sought protection 
from Byzantium. He died in 
1044 while fighting against 
King Peter's supporters 
and was buried in the 
church crypt, beneath the 
High Altar. 

The church soon fell into 
decay and was finally de¬ 
stroyed by the Mongols; in 
the 13th c. a Romanesque 
church in the form of a Latin 
cross was constructed on 
the site, and this in turn 
underwent changes during 
the Baroque period. The 
Romanesque crypt under¬ 
neath the church came to 
light again in the course of 
excavations in the 1920s. 

The church is divided into 
two naves by clustered 
columns hewn from stone. 

It derives its special quality Frescos in the crypt 

from 12th c. ceiling vault 

frescos, fragments of which have been preserved and which are remarka¬ 
ble because of the vivid manner in which the figures are depicted (Christ in 
the apse, the apostles, prophets, Abraham and a crucifixion group in the 
nave). 

Both church and crypt are open Mon.-Sat. 9 am-noon and 1-5pm, t e ey 
to the crypt can be obtained from the presbytery behind the choir. 


‘Parish Church 
of St Martin 



See Budapest, Surroundings 
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Region: Komarom-Esztergom 
Altitude: 103m/338ft 
Population: 31,800 

Esztergom is one of the oldest towns in Hungary. It lies about 60km/ 
37 miles north-west of Budapest, on the terraces of the right bank of the 
Danube at the place where the river breaks through the Hungarian Centra 
Uplands ("Hungarian Wachau"). The old residence of the Hungary 
Princes and Kings has, since 1715, been the seat of the Catholic Prince 
Primate of Hungary and, thanks to its many historical buildings, an imp or 
tant tourist centre. 

The castle hill was inhabited back in Neolothic times. After the Celts- the 
Romans settled here and maintained the military camp of Solva Mansio. m 
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the 9th c. the Magyars occupied the region. Grand Prince Geza chose it as 
his place of residence and built what was probably the oldest stone castle in 
Hungary. His son Vajk was born here c. 973 and some 25 years later in 997 
was crowned King Stephen I, the first King of Hungary, in the church 
founded by Geza and dedicated to St Stephen, Esztergom, together with 
SzSkesfehervar, became the most important palatinate in Hungary, and it 
was here too that the archbishop had his see. Contrary to the normal 
custom among western European rulers, it was in Esztergom that King Bela 
III (reigned 1172-96}, who had been brought up in Byzantium, established 
his seat of government and had the castle made into a magnificent resi¬ 
dence. Among the guests he received there was Emperor Frederick I 
Barbarossa who stayed in Esztergom on his way to the Third Crusade in 
H89. In 1241 Mongols destroyed the flourishing town, the royal court 
moved to Buda and the palace became the property of the archbishop. 
After having been captured by the Turks in 1543 the town became the scene 
of constant attacks and sieges during the 16th and 17th c.; the castle palace 
was filled with rubble and covered over by a military fort. Many houses in 
the town were destroyed. Having been won back in 1683, Eszterqom 
became the archbishop s residence in 1715 and also the seat of the Prince 
Primate of Hungary, whereafter it blossomed into a spiritual centre. In 1856 
the newly-erected Cathedral, the largest and most magnificent church in 
Hungary, was consecrated. After the Second World War a number of large 
industrial firms established themselves here. 


Sights 


The most important historical buildings in Esztergom are concentrated on 
the Castle Hill, along the Danube and on Szechenyi ter. 



Esztergom Cathedral, on the top of the Castle Hill 
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**Cathedral (Foszekesegyhaz) 

The Cathedral, of monumental proportions (118m/130yd long and 
48m/52yd wide) and with an imposing dome, dominates the skyline 0 f 
Esztergom. Until the 18th c. the Primate Church stood in the centre of the 
densely built medieval town on the 156m/512ft high Castle Hill; this church 
had been founded in 1010 by King Stephen I and was dedicated to Ste¬ 
phens's tutor. Bishop Adalbert of Prague. In the course of rebuilding in the 
12th c. the church was given the legendary door known as the Porta 
Speciosa, which has now been reconstructed from the original parts and is 
housed in the Castle Museum. Badly damaged in the Turkish wars, the 
church was demolished in the 18th c. A modest Baroque church built onthe 
site in 1767-74 soon proved to be insufficiently grand for the country's 
highest church dignitaries, and it was decided to build a more imposing 
new cathedral. The draft plans for this were drawn up by the architects Paul 
Kiihnel and Janos Packh, who envisaged a massive cathedral with a broad 
semi-circular space in front of it on which the archiepiscopal administrative 
buildings would stand. To fit in with this scheme the level of part of the 
castle hill had to be lowered by up to 11 m/33ft. Work commenced in 1822, 
but Janos Packh died in 1839. In his place came Jozsef Hild, a busily 
employed architect who two years before had made his name with his 
designs for the cathedral in Eger (see entry). The leading advocate of 
Classicism in Hungary, he worked mainly in Budapest, where he left his 
unmistakable stamp on the Pest district in particular. In 1856 Esztergom 
Cathedral was completed, although somewhat smallerthan first envisaged 
and without the open space in front of it. During the celebrations at the 
dedication festival Franz Liszt (see Famous People) conducted his "Esz¬ 
tergom Festival Mass" which had been specially composed for the 
occasion. 

Across the open Szent Istvan ter lies the east front of the Cathedral, which is 
where the entrance is located. Two projecting towers flank the entrance 
hall, with 22 Corinthian columns giving it the appearance of a Greek tem¬ 
ple. Over the crossing rises a central dome, 102m/335ft high, borne on 
twenty-four pillars. The architect put the entrances on the east side, facing 
the town, just as he did in Eger. The grey marble interior exudes Classical 
coolness and sublimity. The sculptures and wall-reliefs are by Johann 
Meixner and Marco Casagrande, while the High Altar is the work of Pietro 
Bonnanis. The altarpiece portraying the "Assumption of the Virgin Mary 
by the Venetian Michelangelo Grigoletti imitates an "Assunta” by Titian. 

The historically important burial chapel of Archbishop Tamas Bakocz, com¬ 
missioned in the first half of the 16th c. as a part of the old Cathedral, was 
demolished in 1823 and then reconstructed to form part of the new Cathe¬ 
dral, to the left of the main entrance. An artistfrom the circle led by Giuliano 
da Sangallo built this little chapel of red marble between 1506 and 1510- 
The white altar, decorated with an original relief showing the Annuncia¬ 
tion, was created by the Florentine artist Andrea Ferrucci in 1519. th ■ 
archbishop is portrayed for posterity in the shape of a kneeling figure nea 
the right-hand pillar; the walls are emblazoned with the arms of King 
Vladislav II (reigned 1490-1516) as well as those of Archbishop Gy 0 ^ 
Szathmary, Bakocz's successor. The altar-piece, the figures in the niche 
and the canopied niche are 19th c. additions. 

The massive crypt is in Egyptian style; some superbly carved sarcophagi of 
the Archbishops of Esztergom are well worth seeing. In the summer of lif . 
the remains of Cardinal Jozsef Mindszenty, who died in 1975 while in exi • 
were moved from Mariazell in Austria to their last resting place here 
Esztergom. The two large angel figures were the work of the Vienne 
sculptor Andreas Schroth (1826). 

In the north-eastern corner of the square room below the dome lies: th® 
entrance to the Cathedral Treasury, in which is kept one of the riche 


Description 


* Bakocz Chapel 


Crypt 

*Treasury 
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Castle Hill 

Varhegy 

1 Entrance Halt 

2 North Tower 

3 South Tower 

4 St Stephen's Chapel 

5 Bakticz Chapel 

6 Treasury 

7 Meeting Hall 

8 St Stephen's Hall 

9 Jeanos Vitei Hall 

10 Castle Chapel 


Royal Palace 


collections of sacral art (9th—19th c.) in Hungary. Containing numerous 
liturgical vessels, valuable chasubles and relics, the collection has been 
repeatedly plundered throughout its history, and during the Turkish period 
it was removed from the Cathedral to various castles in Upper Hungary and 
Austria in order to keep it safe. The oldest piece in the collection is an oval 
piece of rock-crystal dating from the 9th c. carved with the Crucifixion 
scene. Other outstanding items include a 12th c. Byzantine tablet, a 13th c. 
Hungarian coronation cross and three Gothic goblets. Outstanding ex¬ 
amples of the goldsmith's art include the Transylvanian Suki Goblet of 1440 
and the golden "Hill of Calvary" Cross owned by Matthias Corvinus, which 
on its own makes a visit to this museum worthwhile. The upper half of the 
"Hill of Calvary" Cross was made in Paris in 1402, while the lower section 
was made in Florence in the 1580s, 


* Royal Palace (Kiralyi paiota} 

The remains of the oldest Hungarian Royal Palace are s ]Tuated on the 
southern promontory of Castle Hill, to the left of the ’A. • 

reputed to have been built under Grand Duke Geza in the to " 

and towards the end of the 12th c. King Bela III ordered that a two stor y 
West wing and a residential tower atthe southern end should 


History 
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that it should be lavishly furnished. Later renovations were carried out ■ 
Renaissance style by the archbishops of Esztergom, who were the si 
residents here after 1256. The Palace was sacked and filled with rubbl 
during the Turkish siege; some of it was uncovered during excavations in 
the 1930s and 1960s, and the major rooms have now been opened upas 
museums (open: Tue.-Sun. 10am-6pm). 


Toijr of The first rooms contain remains of the walls of St Adalbert's Church 

the Palace (11 th/12th c.), which once stood near the Palace, as well as a mode! of its 

magnificent Romanesque doorway, the "Porta speciosa", which has been 
frequently copied (for example, in the monastery church at Pannonhalma - 
see entry}. The visitor will then enter the long chamber which was once a 
casemate, which now houses the Lapidarium with some original carved 
stonework from the medieval castle. In the 19th c. it was believed that the 
groin-vaulted room at the south-west end of the Palace was where King 
Stephen I was born. The marble central pillar and the carved niche with 
twin windows are 19th c. additions, made when the room was converted to 
a chapel. A staircase leads to the upper floor and a Romanesque room with 
two beautiful portals, the larger of which leads to the Janos Vitez Room 
beyond, which is divided into two by a wall. In the second half of the 15th c. 
Janos Vitez, the eminent humanist, archbishop and tutor of King Matthias, 
had this, his study, painted with a fresco cycle modelled on some found in 
Italian Renaissance palaces, and which included the horoscope of the 
person who commissioned the frescos and a triumphant procession of 
heavenly bodies (fragments can still be seen on the arch and on the 
dividing wall} as well as some beautifully-restored female figures between 
the painted arcades - personifications of the four cardinal virtues of Pru- 
dentia (Wisdom; holding a mirroras a symbol of self-knowledge), Temper- 
antia (Temperance; diluting wine with water), Fortitudo (Fortitude; holding 
a cudgel) and Justitia (Justice; with scales and a sword). It seems probable 
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that Vitez commissioned Italian artists from the Florentine circle led by 
Filippino Lippi, who also worked at the court of King Matthias. 

From the Janos Vitez Room a narrow medieval staircase leads back down 
to the ground floor. Here the foundations of a round palatinate chapel from 
the oldest building (10th/11th c.) have been unearthed. 

After having returned to the Janos Vitez Room, the visitor should take the 
narrow corridor to the magnificent Castle Chapel. 

Not only is the Castle Chapel of Esztergom Palace one of the pinnacles * 'Castle Chapel 

of ecclesiastical art in Esztergom, it is also one of the most beautiful of all 
the Hungarian buildings which mark the transition from Romanesque to 
Gothic. Above all, this is the result of extremely careful reconstruction 
work, in which the concealed sections of the original walls were incorpo¬ 
rated into modern brickwork in such a way that they stand out clearly yet 
subtly, thus preserving the original impression of space. 

Above a plain and simple base — an almost square main nave, with a 
semi-circular apse joining it at the east end - rises a place of prayer which 
originally was luxuriously appointed with sculptures and paintings and is 
spanned by a high groin-vaulted roof. Two doorways with Norman dog¬ 
tooth decoration and superbly carved capitals lead to side chapels (the 
south one being also the entrance to the chapel itself). On the west side the 
wall above the doorway has a beautiful rose-window, while the south and 
north walls are broken up by means of niches with seats. The portraits 
above the niches were commissioned by Archbishop Csanad Telegdi 
c. 1340. The Norman double-pillars in the apse are an early indication of the 
Gothic style to come; the Romanesque wall on which they stand is disin¬ 
tegrating. In the 1930s some authorities suggested that two of the male 
figures on the capitals (one with a beard and one without) were meant to be 
likenesses of the French master-builder and his assistant, but since then 
further research has led to the conclusion that they are more likely to be 
medieval representations of Good and Evil.The walls of the Chapel were 
originally almost completely covered with paintings, but now only a few 
fragments in the choir remain. 

The west front of the Castle Chapel has also been restored. From the small 
square in front of it one door led into the Chapel, the other into the Palace. 

In the south and west of the Royal Palace remains of the walls of 14th and Defensive 
15th c. defensive structures have been preserved, such as the Leopold structures 
Bastion (Lipotbastya) on the south side and the castle gate with pipes 
carrying drinking water on the Danube side (open: Tue.-Sun. 10am-6pm). 


From the Riverside area to Szechenyi ter 


The Palace of the Primate of Hungary at Berenyi Zsigmond utca 2 was 
completed in 1882. It is now the Christian Museum (open; Tue.-Sun. 
9am—4.30pm). This provincial museum has become known far and wide 
and - apart from those in the Budapest museums —its collections of works 
by old Hungarian and early Italian Renaissance artists are beyond com¬ 
pare. It came into being largely as a result of the collecting passion of 
Archbishop Janos Simor, who allowed the public in to see his paintings as 
early as 1875. His collection was complemented by the purchase of the 
Bertinelli Collection of early Italian sacred art and also that of medieval 
work owned by Alexander Schnutgen of the Cologne cathedral chapter, 
together with an inheritance from Bishop Arnold Ipolyi who had system¬ 
atically tracked down and purchased Late Gothic panels by Hungarian 

masters which had become scattered abroad. 

The highlight of the collection is the Picture Gallery, where the main 
paintings on view are by Italian masters of the 13th to 18 th c., including 
Filippo Lippi, Duccio di Buoninsegna and Lorenzo di Credi. . e ™ 
Hungarian Late Gothic work comprises the four tablets P° rt £ a ,Y ir !® h t 
Lord's Passion on a Lady altar (1506) with the monogram M. b. . iam ^ 


**Christian 

Museum 

(Kereszteny 

Muzeum) 

(Archbishop's 

Palace) 


Picture Gallery 
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Aitarpiece in the Ecclesiastical Museum 

18th c. Austrian and German artists include Franz Anton Maufbertsch and 
Lucas Cranach the Elder. Outstanding among the Early Dutch works is 
"Man's Suffering" by Hans Memling. 

Sculptures, In addition to the superb Picture Gallery the museum also boasts a high- 

Applied Arts quality sculpture collection with Hungarian and German work from the 

14th—18th c. The most beautiful Hungarian wood-carving is the ''Holy 
Sepulchre of Garamszentbenedek", a 15th c. reliquary carried in proces¬ 
sions. The exhibits in the Applied Arts department include gold and silver 
work, ceramics, tapestries and textiles. 



The former Jesuit church 


Former 
Jesuit Church 


Balint Balassi 
Museum 


Diocesan 

Library 


Hotel FurdS 
Thermal baths 
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Close to the Archbishop's Palace stands the pretty Baroque church in which 
Jesuits worshipped between 1728 and 1738. The towers were not built until 
the end of the 18th c„ the spires being added in the 19th c. The Baroque 
interior was destroyed in the Second World War. After having been spared 
the ravages of plague in 1740 the citizens of Esztergom gave thanks by 
paying for a Lady Column to be erected in the square in front of the church. 

This museum at Pazmany Peter ut 63 is named after Balint Balassi, the 
Hungarian poet who fell while fighting against the Turks near Esztergom in 
1594. It houses an interesting collection of archaeological and local histor¬ 
ical material illustrating the history of Esztergom, including finds dating 
from the Middle Ages and the Turkish era. It is open Tue.-Sun. 10am-6pm. 


Jozsef Hild, the architect who designed the Cathedral, also drew up the 
p ans for the Diocesan Library (1853), which stands near the river not far 
rom the Archbishop s Palace. The valuable collection of books is in two 
rooms which are open to visitors (open daily 10am-6pm). 
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bath and outdoor baths, recommended for the treatment of rheumatism 
and gynaecological disorders, etc, They occupy the same site as the coun¬ 
try's first public baths, opened by the Knights of St John in the 12th c. 

Esztergom's former market-place, surrounded by a number of 18th and SzSchenyi ter 
19th c. buildings, is still the very hub of the town's life. The building styles 
range from Baroque and Late Historicist to colourfully painted more mod¬ 
ern houses, all combining to give this wedge-shaped open space its 
graphic appearance. On the south side of the square stands the arcaded 
Town Hall (Varoshaza; 1770) with its particularly fine Rococo fagade. 

Built during the 1760s on Por Antal ter, the so-called "Old Church" (City Old Church 
Parish Church) replaces a 13th c. Franciscan church. The reredos of the (Oreg tempiom) 
High Altar by the Hungarian painter Janos Vaszary (1867-1937) is excep¬ 
tionally fine. 


The island of Aiso-sziget, which is linked to the mainland by three bridges Danube island 
over the Kis-Duna, has in recent years been developed as a recreational (Aiso-sziget) 
park. Landing-stages, sports grounds, an open-air theatre and the well- 
known inn, the Halasz-csarda, provide for all kinds of leisure activity. 


From St Thomas' Hill, the second highest hill in the town, there is a fine St Thomas' Hill 
view of Esztergom and the Danube. (Szent Tamas- 

On the hill stands a chapel dating from 1823, which contains a notable hegy) 

"Way of the Cross" with 18th c. statues, 


St Anne's Church on Hosok tere (Heroes' Square) was built between 1828 St Anne's 
and 1835 to plans by Janos Packh. The artist had in his mind the great Church 
model of the Roman Pantheon. His church served as a model for the new 
Cathedral of Esztergom, The interior of the main building with domeabove 
is clad in Carrara marble. The Classical church in Balatonfiired (see Lake 
Balaton) and others elsewhere are clearly based on that of St Anne's. 


Surroundings 

An excursion into the Pilis Mountains, which lie between Esztergom and *Pilis Mountains 
Budapest in the loop formed by the Danube Bend, is highly recommended. (Pilis-hegyseg) 
This chain of mountains, an official nature reserve, covers an area of some 
23,000ha/90sq.miles, with the coffin-shaped Pilis teto being its highest 
point (757m/2485ft). There is little in the way of lakes or other waterways, 
but there are large numbers of caves with fossils and other signs of life 
from the geological past. Mountain slopes covered mainly in forests of 
beech and oak mingle with steep and picturesque chalk cliffs. Because so 
many wild animals roamed the region and it was close to the royal resi¬ 
dences at Esztergom, Visegrad and Buda, it was a favourite hunting- 
ground with the Hungarian kings, who built a number of hunting lodges 
here (such as that at Pilisszentlaszlo). Today the beautiful Pilis Mountains, 
being so near to the town, are a popular spot with day-trippers. Favourite 
places from which to set out on walks include the villages on the narrow 
chain of hills between the Pilis Mountains and Visegrad Hills, especially 
Pilisszentkereszt, where the road leads up Dobogo-ko, which is 
700m/2300ft high and offers a superb view of the Danube Bend (see entry). 

The health resort which is also named Dobogo-ko is very popular in both 
summer and winter (winter sports). 


Fertod • Eszterhaza Palace 


See Sopron, Surroundings 
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Ceiling painting in the Great Hall ofAszdd Castle 


Godollo 



Region: Pest 
Altitude: 180m/590ft 
Population: 29,240 


Situation and 
Importance 


Grassalkovich 

Palace 
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This little town lies in the middle of the Godollo Highlands 29km/18 miles 
east of Budapest, to which it is linked by a high-speed railway. Its many 
visitors are attracted especially by the Palace, once the summer residence 
of Empress Elisabeth. After 1956 the quiet town began to flourish econom¬ 
ically, and today several large industrial plants are established here as well 
as agricultural research institutes. 


On Szabadsag ter, in an extensive park in the centre of Godollo, lies this 
famous Baroque stately home (kastely), designed by Andreas Mayerhoffer 
in 1744—48. It is named after its first owner, Prince Antal Grassalkovich, a 
favourite at the court of Empress Elisabeth. In the 19th c. it was rebuilt by 
the famous Hungarian architect Miklos Ybl. After accommodation had 
been reached between Austria and Hungary in 1867 Hungary bequeathed 
the palace to the royal couple as a summer residence. The gift was no doubt 
intended mainly for Empress Elisabeth ("Sissi"), who enjoyed great p°P' 
ularity among Hungarians and used Godollo as her favourite escape from 
the rigours of Viennese court life. 

Her former summer residence is now an old people's home and visitors are 
not allowed inside. The palace chapel in the right-hand wing now serves as 
the Parish Church of Godollo. Following many years of neglect the build- 
ings are at present being renovated; on completion of this work they will 
pro ably be put to a different use. The buildings comprise three wings 
rrounding a courtyard; in the middle wing the dominant feature is a high/ 
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domed central ressaut embracing the ground floor entrance and the 
banqueting-hall above it. The projecting gable on the front of the central 
ressaut is emblazoned with the royal coat-of-arms. Although badly weath¬ 
ered, the characteristic "Schdnbrunn Yellow” favoured by the Habsburg 
monarchy can still be detected on the facades of the side wings to the 
palace. 

In the centre of the campus-like complex stands the two-storey Neo- 

Baroque building of what was once a Premonstratensian school; in front of 

it lies a well-tended park with a number of rare plants. The various institutes 
and other university buildings are grouped around this main building. Of 
interest is the bronze relief on the wall of the university assembly hall by the 
artist Amerigo Tot, who was born in Hungary in 1909 and died in Italy in 
1984; he called it "The Apotheosis of the Atom”. 


Surroundings 


This church lies about 2km/1'A miles from the centre of Godollo, on a hill 
above Road 30 to Hatvan. A “Way of the Cross” leads up to the Late 
Baroque Chapel (Kegytemplom), built in 1759-70, together with its lower 
and upper churches. 

14km/8 3 A miles along Road 30 towards Hatvan lies the little town of Aszod. 
The Eger architect Giovanni Battista Carlone drew up the plans for the 
stately home which the Pomaniczy family built here c. 1730. Side wings 
were added by the Counts of Szechenyi in 1770, forming a horse-shoe 
shaped complex with a beautiful double staircase in the centre. 

Although the former residence (now a boarding-school) is not officially 
open to the public, a polite enquiry will usually result in a tour of the great 
banqueting hall, which was decorated in 1776 by Johann Lukas Kracker 
and Joseph Zach, who also worked in Eger and painted the fresco in the 
Lyceum library. The wall-frescos with trompe i'oeil architectural features 
culminate in a fake dome with allegorical figures in the centre. 

16km/10 miles beyond Aszod lies Hatvan, an important traffic hub in the 
foothills of the Matra Mountains and extending to both sides of the River 
Zagyva. Its 25,000 inhabitants are engaged mainly in the food industry, 
especially in sugar refineries and canning factories. 

As well as having a stately home in Godollo the Grassalkovich family also 
built a fine Baroque palace in 1754-63 a short distance away in Hatvan; 
with its U-shaped ground plan and domed central ressaut, it was the 
family's favourite style of residence. Situated on the Hatvan through-road, 
at Kossuth ter 18, the building has been sadly neglected and can be viewed 
only from the outside. 

The onion tower with its clock and the architrave above the main entrance 
are features of the 1757 Baroque Catholic Church on Kossuth ter. The 
pulpit, altars and stalls are also Baroque in style. 

In 1974 the newly-built Hatvan Thermal Baths, surrounded by a park, were 
officially opened. The water is at a temperature of 40°C/104°F and is said to 
benefit diseases of the digestive organs as well as joint problems. 

It is worthwhile making a small detour to see the Baroque palace of the 
Counts of Teleki-Degenfeld, which is about 30km/19 miles north-west of 
Hatvan in the southern foothills of the Cserhat Mountains {see Balassa- 
9yarmat, Surroundings). It is now a hotel. To find it take Road 21 to Paszto, 
and turn left at Jobbagyi, from where it is a further 13km/8 miles to Szirak. 


University of 

Agricultural 
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Pilgrimage Church 


Aszod, 

Stately home 


Hatvan 


Grassalkovich 

Palace 


Catholic 

Church 


Thermal Baths 


Excursion to 
Szirak Palace 


183 


Scanned by CamScanner 





Gyongyos 


Gyongyos 

E2 


Region: Heves 

Altitude: 171m/561ft 

Population: 37,600 

Situation and 
Importance 

Lying on the southern slope of the Matra Mountain, 80km/50 miles north¬ 
east of Budapest, the industrial town of Gyongyos is the centre of the 
historic but little known wine-producing region of Matraalja. The popular 
resorts of Matrahaza and Matrafiired also form part of Gyongyos; the 
town's name means "Rich in Pearls", possibly because a lot of mistletoe 
used to grow around here. 

Sights 


St Bartholomew's 
Church 

1 

The 14th c. St Bartholomew's Church (Szent Bertalan templom), one ofthe 
largest Gothic chuches in Hungary, was rebuilt first in the Renaissance 
style and later, following a fire in the early 18th c., in the Baroque by 
Giovanni Battista Carlone, whose major work was done in Eger. The towers 
are early 19th c. A large number of 15th c. sacral masterpieces are kept in 
the Treasury. Near the church, on Fo ter, stands a modern sculpture by Pal 
Ko (born 1941) of King Charles Robert of Anjou, who reigned in the early 
14th century. 

Matra Museum 

This museum at Kossuth utca 40 (open: Tue.-Sun. 9am-5pm} found a 
home in Orczy Palace, which was rebuilt in the Classical style in the 
mid-1800s. The local history collection is enriched by classic exhibits telling 
the story of viticulture past and present; on the upper floor is a display 
documenting the geology, fauna and flora ofthe Matra. Near the Palace lies 
the beautiful Dimitrov Park. 

Church of the 
Franciscan 

Monastery 

(Ferences 

kolostor) 

The late 14th c. church on Nemecz Jozsef ter was destroyed during the 
Turkish occupation and rebuilt in 1701-27 in Baroque style, to designs by 
Giovanni Carlone. The doorway and interior are very beautiful; note the 
statues by the Austrian Josef Hebenstreit on the side altars. On the key¬ 
stone of the choir-vault can be seen the coat-of-arms of the Bathori family, 
who endowed the church. 

Surroundings 



* Matra Mountains 
(Matra hegyseg) 


Matrafiired 


Together with Lake Balaton and the Danube Bend, this central mountain 
range rising to more than 1000m/3300ft is one Hungary's most popular 
regions with both day-trippers and holiday-makers; Budapest is only 
80km/50 miles away. 50km/30 miles long and covering an area oj 
t000sq.km/390sq.miles, it forms a part of the North Hungarian Centra^ 
Range. There are good roads and a total of 400km/250 miles of trails and 
paths, as well as ski-slopes - snow can be expected on between 100 and 
120 days in the year on the upper slopes. 

Matrafiired, a picturesquely situated climatic health resort 340m/111 Sft 
above sea-level and six miles north-east of Gyongyos, can be reached by a 
narrow-gauge railway if desired (the station is near the Matra Museum), 
which first passes through vineyards. There are also a number of marked 
trails, such as that leading up to the Hanak observation tower (584m/19l7' t ‘ 
Above the town is a beautifully situated camp site. 


MStrahSza Matrahaza (S.Bkm/S'A miles north of Matrafiired, 715m/2347ft) is another 

health resort on Road 24. A TB sanatorium has been built here, to benefit 
from the mountain air and sheltered position. A small but interesting local 
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museum (Paloc-Muzeum) has been installed in three rooms of the Berc 
Hotel. 


From Matrahaza it is 3km/2 miles to the north-east up a steep mountain KekestetS 
road to the highest mountain in Hungary, Kekes Mountain (1015m/3330ft); 
note that the road is sometimes blocked. There is a large car park with 
restaurant. The sanatorium treats metabolic disorders and anaemia. A 
2-4km/1 h mile ski-slope leads down to Matrahaza. 


10km/6% miles north-west of Matrahaza lies Galya, at 965m/3167ft the Galvateto 
second highest peak in the country. The Grand Hotel and convalescent 
homes were built here in order to benefit from the mountain air. 


The spa and health resort of Paradfurdo lies 13km/8 miles north-east 
Matrahaza, 240m/788ft above sea-level on the twisting Road 24 The fir 
baths were built here in the late 18th c.; the waters are said to be partic 
larly beneficial in treating digestive problems. A beautiful 80ha/200 ac 
park surrounds the sanatorium and baths. There is also an open-air bath c 
the lower edge of the town. 

The Coach Museum in the Cifra Stables in the upper part of the town wi 
ooth simple wagons and very elegant carriages from various eras is 
considerable interest; it is open daily 9am-5pm. 


Paradfiirdo 


The Gothic Church of the Virgin Mary in Gyongyospata <11 km/7 miles west 
OT Gyongyos) is well worth a visit. It was built in the 15th c. on the founda- 
uon S of a 13th c. Romanesque church and was renovated and extended 
veral times in the 17th/18th c. The tower, which is square at the base but 
; c,a 5°|| al higher up, is military in appearance. Inside the church will be 
und Gothic frescos and a magnificent Early Baroque high-altar, with 
wood-carvings portraying Christ's genealogical tree. 


Gyongyospata 
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Papa, Kesztheiy 


Soprcm, Hegyeshalom, Vienna 


Gyor 0 2 


Region: Gyor-Moson-Sopron 
Altitude: 118m/387ft 
Population: 130,000 


Situation and Gyor, 123km/76 miles west of Budapest and 51km/32 miles from the 

**1mportance Austro-Hungarian border town of Hegyeshalom, lies at the confluence of 

the Mosoni-Duna (Danube), Raba and Rabca rivers, in the middle of the 
Little Hungarian Plain. It is the administrative capital of the Gyor-Moson- 
Sopron region and a major industrial, transport and cultural centre. 

The Old Town, with Cathedral Chapter Hill {Kaptalan domb) and the Royal 
Town, is one of the most beautiful Renaissance and Baroque townscapes to 
be found anywhere in Hungary; 170 old buildings and other monuments 
are officially listed. 


History Founded by the Celts and named Arrabona, the original settlement devel¬ 

oped underthe Romans to become one of the major towns in the province 
of Pannonia. It remained of importance during the Magyar period, and King 
Stephen made it a diocesan town. After a conflagration in 1566 it was 
rebuilt on Italian Renaissance lines. During the Turkish Wars its citizens 
held out iftitil the castle governor betrayed them to the Turks in 1594, and 
for the next four years it remained in Turkish hands and was allowed to 
deteriorate. In the 17th c. thetown blossomed once again; mainly because 
of its port on the Danube it was an ideal centre for trade in cattle and corn 
between Hungary and the Austrian Empire. The beautiful Baroque build¬ 
ings date from this period. From the mid-19th c. Gyor developed to become 
the major industrial town in northern Transdanubia; the "Raba" engineer¬ 
ing combine, which manufactures railway engines and trams, is well 
known, and there are also some important textile and leather factories. 
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Sights 


Anyone entering the town on Road 1 from the west or83 from the south will Town Hall 
be greeted by the grandiose Neo-Baroque Town Hall (Varoshaza). 

U-shaped in plan and built in 1896-98, it boasts a tower 58m/190ft high. 

Concerts, such as the Gyor Musical Summer programme, are often per¬ 
formed in the magnificent festival hall. 

There are a few parking places in front of and near the Town Hall, and the 
Old Town is within easy walking distance. 

This open area on the Raba, formerly known as "Republic Square", is one **Bec$i kapu t£r 
of the most beautiful Baroque squares in Hungary. Lying between Kaptalan 
Hill in the north and the impressive facade of the Carmelite church, the 
Baroque and 18th c. plait style houses bearwitness to the town'sgreat past. 

On the square stands a memorial to Karoly Kisfaludy (1788-1830), the 
well-known Hungarian dramatist. 


The most striking houses along the east side of the square are Altabak 
House (No. 12) and Ott House (No. 13). The first was built in 1620 on the 
framework of a medieval house (the Gothic corbel has been preserved), 
and the corner oriel window and the elaborate stucco front were added in 
1767. The pillars and arcades in the inner courtyard are Late Renaissance. 
Ott House can also trace its history back to medieval dwellings which were 
converted in 1778-82 for the Gyor Bishop Francis Count Zichy. The attic- 
like upper floor of the 18th c. plait style front covers the gable of the house. 

The magnificent Baroque edifice of the Karmelita templom (1721-25) on 
the southern edge of Becsi kapu ter is the work of Martin Athanasius from 
the Austrian Tirol. It is modelled on the Carmelite church in Rome, and thus 
is one of the few examples of Italian Baroque to be found in Hungary. In a 
chapel-niche to the right of the main doorway can be seen what is probably 
the best known Hungarian sculpture of the Virgin Mary, by the Venetian 
sculptor Giovanni Giuliani (1663-1744), who lived in Austria. The pictures 
on the high altar are of SS Stephen and Emmerich paying homage to the 
Virgin Mary. Those on the side-altars (1726-27) are by the Neapolitan 
Martino Altomonte, a major Austrian Baroque artist, and depict the Fall of 
St John Nepomuk into the River Vltava, the Death of St Joseph and the 
Death of St John of the Cross and Teresa of Avila, both Carmelite mystics. 
The sculptures in the church are the work of Franz Richter, also a Carmelite 
monk. 


Altabak House 
Ott House 


Carmelite 

Church 


Kiraly utca leads off from the north-east corner of Becsi kapu ter. No. 4 is the Napoleon or 
former Eszterhazy Palace; on the first floor can be found the art gallery Bezeredy House 
owned by the Janos Xantus Museum. Today the house is called either after 
its owner or alternatively Napoleon House, the Emperor having stayed 
here on August 21st 1809. 
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Bishop's Castle 
(Puspokvar) 


* Cathedra I of 
the Virgin Mary 
(Szekesegyhaz) 


To the north of Becsi kapu ter rises Kaptalan Hill, surmounted by the 
Bishop's Castle. Nothing remains of the first castle, built in the 11th c . 
during the reign of King Stephen; in the centre of the present range of 
buildings stands the tower which was the 14th c. residence of Bishop 
Kalman, son of King Charles Robert of Anjou; the Bishop's coat-of-arms 
adorn the front of the tower. The Gothic chapel, near the tower, which bears 
the name of the the Gyor Bishop Orban Doczy, forms part of additions built 
in 1481-86. After 1537 eight large bastions were added, on the lines of 
Renaissance fortresses; a part of the buildings was blown up by the French 
in 1809. Baroque and Historicist extensions were added in the 18th and 
19th century. 

The Castle Museum and Lapidarium are to be found in the Sfor 2 a bastion 
(entrance in Kaptalan domb; open: Apr.-Oct. Tue.-Sun. 10am-6pm). A 
Diocesan Museum with some valuable religious utensils from the 
14th—19th c. is housed in a former seminary dating from 1765. Below the 
bastions, on the walkway, stands an equestrian statue of King Stephen by 
Ferenc Medgyessy (1940). 

Opposite the Bishop's Castle, on Apor vilmos puspok tere, stands the 
town's most important historical building. The Cathedral dates back to an 
11 th c. triple-aisled Romanesque building, which was rebuilt after having 
been destroyed by the Mongols (13th—75th c.; north side-apse, St Ladislaus 
Chapel). The Early Baroque interior was added after the Turkish period; this 
includes the barrel vaulting with engraved coping 1639-45 by the Italian 
master Giovanni Battista Rava. The exterior is dominated by the west 
fagade and tower, built in 1803-23 in a mixture of 18th c, plait style and 
Classicism by Jakob Hendler. The ceiling frescos and the main altarpiece 
(Assumption of the Virgin Mary) are masterpieces by Franz Anton Maul- 
bertsch, painted between 1772 and 1781. 

The Ascension can be seen depicted in the central aisle, in the north aisle 
the Transfiguration of Christ, in the south aisle scenes from the life of St 




Stucco detail in Apothacary's Museum 
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Stephen and in the choir Hungarian saints. The contrast between light and 
dark used by Maulbertsch in his paintings in the side-aisles in particular - 
the Crucifixion, Christ on the Mount of Olives - illustrate the power of 
expression he was able to achieve in his work. 

The revered image above the north side-altar shows Mary with the Infant 
Jesus; it is Irish in origin and was brought to Gyor in the 17th c. 

From the south stde-aisle the visitor enters the early 15th c. Gothic Chapel 

of St Ladislaus (also known as the Hedervary Chapel, in honour of its -ladislaus 

founder), on its altar stands a masterpiece of Gothic art, a reliquary bust of Reliquary 

St Ladislaus, King of Hungary from 1077 to 1095, who was canonised in 

1192. It dates from 1405, stands 65cm/26in high, and is made of gilded 

silver with cloisonne decoration (enamel patterns separated by strips of 

wire). On the breast can be seen the Hungarian coat-of-arms. Thecrown is a 

later addition, made in Prague c. 1600. 

On the south side of the Cathedral stands a Rococo statue of St Michael 
(1764), based on that of the Archangel Michael above the porch of St 
Michael's Church in Vienna. 


In the former Bishop's Palace in the southern corner of Apor vilmos puspok Miklos Borsos 
tere (No. 1) can be seen a collection of work by the great modern sculptor Exhibition 
Miklos Borsos (1906-89).The exhibition is open Tue.-Sun. 10am-6pm. 


This 8m/26ft tall Baroque monument (Frigylada emlekmu') on Gutenberg * Ark of the 
ter to the east of the Cathedral was constructed in 1731, at the request of Covenant 
Emperor Charles III (1685-1740), by the Viennese court sculptor Antonio Monument 
Corradini to a design by Joseph Emanuel Fischer. The monument shows 
two angels holding the Ark of the Covenant in their upstretched hands; 
legend has it that the Emperor ordered it to be made as an act of atonement 
for the violation of the Blessed Sacrament: during a Corpus Christi proces¬ 
sion a soldier who was chasing a criminal is said to have knocked the Ark of 
the Covenant out of the hands of a priest and smashed it. 


The figure standing on Duna kapu ter on the bank of the Mosoni Danube is The Iron Cockerel 

the town's emblem - a cockerel on a double cross with a crescent-moon (Vaskakas) 

base. There is also a legend attached to this: when Gyor fell into the hands 

of the Turks the victors are said to have erected a weather-cock on top of a 

pavilion here, saying that it would crow if the Hungarians ever succeeded in 

re-conquering the castle. The original cockerel is now in the Janos Xantus 

Museum. 


Between Gutenberg Square and Szechenyi Square, on Jedik Anyos utca, *Szechenyi ter 
some prettily restored town residences in Baroque and 18th c. plait styles 
provide an "old town" atmosphere. 


Since Roman times Szechenyi ter has been the centre of Gyor, and it was 
here that weekly and annual markets, public meetings and festivals were 
held. In the middle of the square stands a Lady Column which commem¬ 
orates the liberation of Buda from the Turks in 1686; there are also statues 
of saints. The houses on the square are 17th—18th c. 

Dominating the square is the Early Baroque former Jesuit Church, built in Church of 
1634-41, the work of the Florentine architect Baccio del Bianco (1604-41). St Ignatius 
He modelled the single-aisled church on the Jesuit church of II Gesu in 
Rome, the first Baroque church to be built anywhere in the world. Originally 
the relatively plain facade had no towers - these were added by Martin 
Witwer in 1726, The niches contain statues of St John Nepomuk, St John 
the Evangelist, St Andrew and St Francis of Borgia; above the entrance is 
one of the Madonna and in the tympanum the founder of the order, St 
Ignatius Loyola. 

The superb frescos which decorate the church were painted in 1744 by the 
Austrian artist PaulTroger. He was also responsible for the Transfiguration 
of St Ignatius Loyola which can be seen on the high altar. Mention must 
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Szechenyi ter, the central square of Gyor 


also be made of the statues of saints by Johann Josef Rossler from Vienna, 
and the lavishly decorated pulpit by Ludwig Gode from Bratislava. 

Benedictine Abbey St Ignatius' Church forms a part of the Baroque abbey of Bences rendhaz, 
Museum of which was built by the Jesuits and, following the dissolution of thejr order 

Medicine j n 1773 , passed to the Benedictines in 1802; the latter installed a grammar 

school here. The vaulted ground floor, which is decorated with ceiling 



Church of St Ignatius 
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frescos and stucco work, was used by the Jesuits for the sale of medicines 
as early asthe 17th c,,and has now been made into a Museum of Medicine 
(open: Tue.-Sun. 10am-6pm). 


Gyor 


In the 1580s several small buildings grouped on the west corner of Szeche- 
nyi ter were made into a Baroque mansion for the Italian merchant Anga- 
rano. In 1770 Gabor Count Eszterhazy had it rebuilt, and today its most 
striking features include the lattice-work arch over the door and the oriel 
window with its elaborate wrought-iron grille. 

The late 17th c. Baroque house at Szechenyi ter No. 4 was once the 
residence of the town s magistrates. It takes its name from a tree-trunk into 
which in 1833 a timber merchant drove iron nails and then used ashisshop 
sign. After the fashion of the "Stock im Eisen" (Iron Trunk) in Vienna, 
itinerant journeymen and apprentices used to carve their initials on it. 

The Gyor Municipal Museum is housed in the 1741 Baroque "abbot's 
house on the north side of Szechenyi ter (No. 5). The Benedictine abbot of 
Pannonhalma had several medieval houses converted into a palace for 
himself, the present banqueting hall was once the refectory. The beautiful 
Rococo oriel window above the door is framed by sculptures of St Benedict 
and King Stephen. The ceiling frescos by Stephan Schaller (1708-79) from 
Gyor depict scenes from the legend of the founding of Pannonhalma. The 
museum, named after Janos Xantus, a 19th c. Hungarian naturalist, con¬ 
tains local history, ethnographic, natural history and applied art collec¬ 
tions, as well as coins, pictures, etc. It is open Tue.-Sun. 10am-6pm. 

Old people still spend their twilight years here at Rakoczi utca No. 6, where 
in 1666 Gyorgy Szechenyi, Bishop of Gyor, had a number of old houses 
made into a hospice (Magyar ispita) for Hungarian citizens. 

The two arcaded courtyards with Tuscan pillars are suggestive of the Late 
Renaissance style. In the rear courtyard stands a decorative fountain by 
Miklos Borsos (1961). Adjoining the hospice is St Anne's Church, originally 
dating from 1730 and rebuilt in the second half of the 19th c. The painting by 
Stephan Schaller in the left side-altar is all that remains from the contents 
of the original building. 

In Czuczor Gergely utca, to the south-east of the Benedictine monastery, 
stands the modern Kisfaludy Theatre (Szinhaz), built in 1978. One wall is 
covered with ceramics by the world-famous artist Victor Vasarely (see 
Famous People). 


Surroundings 


This little town (pop. 3400), in the Little Hungarian Plain 24km/15 miles east 
of Gyor, was first mentioned in official records in the 13th c.; in 1789 
Emperor Joseph II established an estate here; it is now a stud for thorough¬ 
bred and crossbred Arab and Lippizaner horses and has a worldwide 
reputation. After the Second World War Babolna became an agricultural 
combine (horse-breeding and poultry-keeping). 

In front of the main buildings stands an equestrian statue by Ivan Szabo 
(born 1913), erected in memory of the horses which were killed during the 
First World War - probably the only such memorial anywhere in the world. 

See entry 

Abo u t 32km/20 miles west of Gyor lies the little town of Csorna (alt. 

17m/384ft; pop, 12,530)* In the 13th c* the Osl family founded a Premon- 
stratensian monastery here* The medieval church was rebuilt in Baroque 
%le in 1774-86; in the porch is a 13th c. Romanesque relief of St MichaeL 
he 16th c, monastery was destroyed in a fire and rebuilt in Baroque style at 
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Gyor 


" 4 L^benymiklos 

Romanesque 

Church 


the end of the 18th c. Today it houses a collection of folk-art and local 
history exhibits from the Janos Xantus Museum (open. Tue.—Sun 
10am-6pm). 

In Lebenymiklos, 22km/14 miles north-west of Gyor, stands one of Hun¬ 
gary's major Romanesque edifices, the massive St James' Church, built 
c. 1210 by a rich and noble family from Gyor asthe abbey church of a small 
Benedictine monastery. As the oldest church of its kind in western Hungary 
it became the model for other similar buildings, such as the church in Jak 
(see entry). During the Turkish wars it was badly damaged and rebuilt 
several times. In 1631 Jesuits replaced the ruined medieval ribbed vaulting 
with Baroque barrel vaulting. Finally, the church was restored between 
1862-65 and 1872-79 under the guidance of the director of the German 
National Museum in Nuremberg. 

The west front, flanked by two massive towers (with 19th c. Rhenish roofs), 
has a magnificent, richly carved door. The painting in the tympanum dates 
from 1879 and is by the Viennese artist Klein. The south door, used mainly 
by the monks, is also lavishly carved in Norman Romanesque style. The 
three east apses are decorated with frescos around the arches, the choir 
has semi-circular columns. 

Cluster-columns surmounted by bulb-shaped capitals separate the three 
aisles. The stained glass windows by Lili Sztehlos date from 1953, 


Gyula 


See Bekescsaba, Surroundings 


Hajduszoboszlo 

See Debrecen, Surroundings 


Hatvan 


See Godollo, Surroundings 


Hevi'z 

C 3 


** Situation and 
Importance 


Warm-water 

lake 


Region: Zala 
Altitude: 132m/433ft 
Population: 5700 

This health resort 7km/4Yz miles north-west of Keszthely, is one of the 
leading traditional Hungarian spa towns. Hevi 2 owes its international repu¬ 
tation to its thermal bath, the largest natural warm-water lake in Europe. A 
long ago as the late 18th c. articles were already being written about i 
healing properties, and in 1795 the first wooden bath-house was built. 

The take, which covers an area of 47,500sq.m/52,OOOsq.yd, is fed by 
active water containing sulphur. The water comes from a spring , Y I _g 
36m/120ft down in a funnel-shaped trough and which pours between 
and 80 million litres/13 and 18 million gallons of water a day into the 3 a ' 
thus completely changing the water every 28 hours. In summer it reache 
temperature of 33—34°C/91—93°F, and in winter never falls below 26 C/T 1 
so the waters can be enjoyed even when it is quite cool outside. On the d , 
of the lake is a layer, several yards thick, of greyish-brown, coarse-grai ne 
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Holfoko 



Heviz: the largest thermal lake in Europe 


mud which can be very effective in treatments involving the use of mud- 
packs. The pools in the spa hospital and hotels are also filled with water 
from the lake, and these establishments also provide additional medical 
treatment facilities. Those visitors who have come to Heviz simply to enjoy 
the baths rather than for any specific medical reason are recommended to 
use the open-air baths at the northern end of the lake, where large numbers 
of water-lilies are in flower from April to October. The thermal bath and 
treatment facilities here lie in the midst of a nature reserve, surrounded by a 
beautiful park with lots of walks. 

See Practical Information, Spas and Health Resorts Treatment 

information 

Surroundings 

A trip out to the little village of Egregy 2km/1 % miles north of Heviz, will be Egregy 
found rewarding largely because of its Romanesque church of Mary Mag¬ 
dalene, built in the second half of the 13th c. on the village cemetery. It is a 
simple church with a short nave, west tower and choir. Inside can be seen 
remains of painted decoration in rural Baroque style. 


Hodmezbvasarhely 

See Szeged, Surroundings 


Holloko 


See Balassagyarmat, Surroundings 
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Tiszafiired 


Hortobagy 


Hortobagy (Puszta) 


G2 


Situation and 
Characteristics 


History 


Region: Hajdu^Bihar 
Altitude: up to 88m/289ft 

Between the Tisza river and the eastern Hungarian town of Debrecen (see 
entry) stretches the Hortobagy, a lowland prairie covering an area of 
2300sq.km/888sq.miles, at one time the flood plain of the Tisza. The coun¬ 
tryside is composed mainly of barren land with relatively infertile soil, wide 
areas of grass-covered steppes and pasture. Large herds of cattle and 
sheep and horse-paddocks bring to mind romantic pastoral tales of the 
Puszta of old. 

During the period of the migration of Indo-European peoples the Horto- 
bagy was relatively thickly populated. Attacks by tribes from eastern 
Europe and Asia (especially Tartars and Turks) caused many to flee the 
Puszta, with only spasmodic growth in the few towns and villages. From 
the 14th c. onwards the region - especially that part which enjoyed the 
protection of the town of Debrecen -developed a pastoral system involving 
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Hortobagy 


the rearing of grey cattle and sheep, together with the breeding of horses. 
When the course of the River Tisza was changed a part of the Hortobagy 
region became noticeably barren and depopulated now that the land no 
longer benefited from the deposits of natural fertiliser previously found in 
the mud deposited when the river flooded its banks every year, 

In the late 19th and early 20th c. attempts were made to develop the 
Hortobagy to meet the needs of large-scale agriculture. After the Second 
World War various melioration measures brought at least localised 
improvements in soil quality. Two canals running parallel one to the other 
and working in conjunction with the little Hortobagy river helped to irrigate 
fields. 

Traditional pastoral life has gradually disappeared from the Hortobagy and 
now remains only in the form of folk-lore and simple tourist attractions. 
Large agricultural combines, formerly state-owned, which are concerned 
with the production and sale of greenstuffs and the rearing of livestock 
(mainly Hungarian cattle and sheep) as well as the breeding of horses, are 
gradually being returned to private ownership following the collapse of 
Communism. In some places rice-cultivation and fish-farming are playing 
an ever-increasing role. 

**Hortobagy National Park (Hortobagyi Nemzeti Park) 

In 1973 the central region of the Hortobagy Puszta, an area of 
690sq.km/266sq.miles, was declared a nature reserve, in an attempt both to 
safeguard the varied fauna and flora and to preserve the traditional farming 
and pastoral methods which have been employed on the Hungarian Plain 
since the 14th c. Extensive areas of grassland interspersed with clumps of 
oak and maple trees, and large expanses of reeds dominate the landscape, 
Water-lilies, floating motherwort and other aquatic plants are nearly as 
common as camphor, camomile, mugwort and aster. In spring and autumn 
the Hortobagy provides a resting-place for vast numbers of migrant birds, 
including various species of heron, spoonbills, white geese, reed-warblers, 
waders, rare black storks, falcons and eagles. Also frequently seen are wild 
boar, otters and ground-squirrels. Descendants of many hundreds of years 
of animal rearing include the Hungarian Steppe cattle, the long-horned 
sheep, the nonius horse and the komondor and puli dogs so beloved by the 
shepherds. The occasional water-well and shepherd's dwelling complete 
the picture. 

In the middle of the nature reserve lies the town of Hortobagy. There was a 
csarda (country inn) here at the end of the 17th c. (see below). 

The first csarda was built here in the 1690s. The west wing, in rural Baroque 
style, was added in 1781, and the Classical east wing in 1815. 

Behind the csarda there is a gallery displaying works of art mainly on the 
puszta" theme, including some by Mihaly Munkacsy, Janos Pasztor, 
.p renc Medgyessy and Laszlo Hollo. Open: Apr.-Oct.Tue.-Sun. 9am-5pm 
Nov.-Mar. 9.30am-4pm. 

ifi-T }^ csirda a bridge with nine arches spans the River Hortobagy. 
io/m/i83ft long, this road bridge was built between 1827 and 1833 to 
tHr S bV the architect Ferenc Povolny. After 1850 a Bridge Market was 
established here and became well-known throughout the land. Carrying on 
is tradition, a very colourful market is held here every year on Constitu¬ 
tion Day (August 20th). 

Near the bridge is a Pastoral Museum, housed in an old wagon shed. Here 
.®. visitor can learn something about the life of the "csikos", the horse- 
riding shepherds of the puszta (cattle rearing, everyday life of the shep¬ 
herds and cattlemen, pastoral art, etc.) 
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Jak 

In the Korszin , a round building with a thatched roof, there is an exhibi¬ 
tion providing information on the Hortobagy Puszta region. 

On the first week-end in July every year international horse shows are held International 
in the Hortobagy Puszta. Events include riding and jumping contests, Horse Shows 
carriage-driving competitions and traditional equestrian games. 

Anyone visiting the Hortobagy Puszta has the opportunity to participate in Puszta 
various excursions which provide an insight into rural life, with exhibitions, Programme 
riding displays and visits to stud farms. In addition, there is the opportunity 
to observe grey cattle, buffalo and long-horned sheep "in the wild”. 

Hortobagy Nemzeti Park Igazgatosaga, Sumen u. 2, H—4024 Debrecen. Information 
Tel. 52 19-472, 52 49-922. 


Jak 


B 2 


Region: Vas. Population: 220 

The village of Jak, 12km/7V2 miles south of Szombathely, is a treat in store 
for all those interested in art and church architecture, as the massive edifice 
standing on a hill above the village is one of Hungary's outstanding Roma¬ 
nesque churches. 


**St George's Church 

In the early 13th c., probably 
c. 1214, the influential Hun¬ 
garian nobleman Marton 
Jak, known as "the Great", 
laid the foundation stone of 
a dynastic church on a hill in 
the centre of his extensive 
estates. At the same time he 
called upon some Benedic¬ 
tine monks and invited 
them to found a modest 
monastery near the church. 

By the time of the Mongol 
attacks of 1241 the triple-aisled nave, the choir and the twin-towered facade 
had been built, but only the most westerly bay under the gallery and the 
square choir had been covered with the Early Gothic groin-vaulted roof-the 
remaining parts of the church were roofed over in a simple way after the 
interruption in the building work. It was finally consecrated in 1256. During 
the Turkish wars the monks left the abbey, and it was burned down a few 
years later. The church retained the Late Renaissance gateway (1663) in the 
church wall dating from the time when it was renovated by Abbot Ferenc 
Folnay; the door is embellished with the abbot's coat-of-arms. The famous 
arch ' tect Frigyes Schulek undertook an extensive restoration of the church 
Mm?'!? 04, shortly after he had completed the rebuilding of the Gothic 
atthias Church in Budapest. He removedthe Baroque additions, rebuilt the 
towers on the lines of the church in Zsambek (see Tata, Surroundings), 
replaced numerous sections of the building and erected a groin-vaulted roof 
over the central and south aisles. 

Passing through Abbot Folnay's Late Renaissance gateway the visitor will ** West front 
in himself facing the imposing west front, where his attention will imme- 
1 ately be drawn to the magnificent recessed doorway, Surmounted by a 

^ Impressions of Hortobsgy-Puszta 
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Jak 



Jak: a "family" church 


interior 


triangular gable, it stands forward of the wall between two massive towers 
which have double campanile arcades in their two upper floors. The door¬ 
way is richly decorated with geometric patterns, human figures and plant 
ornamentation in the Norman Romanesque style. Extremely important 
examples of Late Romanesque art in Hungary are the almost life-size 
figures of Christ (in the centre} and ten of His Apostles which stand in the 
recessed niches above the door and in the two niches in the fronts of 
the towers. These almost true to life, avant-garde figures are modelled on 
the architectural sculptures in Bamberg Cathedral (Germany) and in the 
"Giant's Doorway" of St Stephen's Cathedral in Vienna. The heads of 
Christ and the two Apostles on either side of Him are original, whereas the 
others were torn down by the Turks and replaced in the 18th c. A Madonna 
on her throne (head missing) and a representation of Samson and the Lion 
embellish the two niches level with the tops of the door columns. The relief 
on the tympanum is a modern copy of the original which is now in the 
Savaria Museum in Szombathely. There is also some remarkable architec¬ 
tural sculpture to be seen on the other sides of the church. On the east side 
there is a pleasing statue of a young king with his sceptre on the north apse, 
and on the main apse a sculpture of Androcles and the Lion. The south door 
is surmounted by a simple tympanum with the Lamb of God between two 
Dragons. 


The fact that this was originally a dynastic church for the use of the fat™ ^ 
and relatives is clearly shown inside; above the west porch can be seen t _ 
characteristic gallery used by the senior members of the family, fitted wi 
three niche-seats (entrance above the spiral staircase in the south towe _ 
The rich sculptural decoration on the outside was at one time comp 
mented by expensive interior paintings, only fragments of w ' 1 ' c ^. S |*v 
remain. The frescos in the porch show the founder Marton Jak and hi 
family together with angels bearing the souls of the departed up to Heaven- 
In the roof-panels the faithful are shown praying to saints whose identity 
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Jaszbereny 


has not yet been established. The fresco in the choir, showing St George 
and the Dragon, is sadly very much the worse for wear. The 15th c, carved 
wooden figure of the Virgin Mary on the side-altar in the choir has consid¬ 
erable rarity value, because very few medieval Hungarian sculptures have 
been preserved, A further major medieval work of art came to light during 
restoration work in the summer of 1991 — a unique Gothic winged altar 
dating from about 1400 was found hidden under a Baroque altar painting of 
1705. Some individual sections have already had the overpainting 
removed to reveal the apostles Peter and Paul and John the Baptist. 

Opposite the west front of the church, on'a quartered ground plan, stands St James' 
the small, two-storey St James' Chapel, built c. 1260. It served the local Chapel 
community as a parish church where baptisms, weddings and funeral 
services were performed, these not being allowed in the main church. The 
rounded decorations on the double-windows of the upper floor comple¬ 
ment the motifs on the windows of the abbey church. The relief on the 
tympanum above the south door depicts the Lamb of God between two 
Dragons. The interior furnishings of the chapel are Rococo. Note the 
mid-18th c. altar, which was originally in the main church. 


Jaszbereny 


E 2 


Region: Jasz-Nagykun-Szolnok 
Altitude: 100m/330ft 
Population: 30,900 

This former small market town on the bank of the River Zagyva, 79km/ Situation and 

49 miles east of Budapest, is the "capital" of the Jaszsag region, where the Importance 

Jazygians traditionally settled. This nomadic people, originally from what 

is now Iran, reached the Carpathian Basin in the 13th c. and - like the 

Cumans from the steppes of southern Russia (see Karcagj - were allowed 

by the King of Hungary to settle in certain areas and retain their tribal 

structure. In return for this favour they agreed to fight on the side of the 

Magyars in the event of war. Some of the Jazygians emigrated from the 

Great Hungarian Plain during the confusion of the Turkish wars; those who 

did not do so soon lost their special status and mingled with the Hungarian 

people. 


Sights 


The Classical building at Tanesiusutca 3 is the home of the Jazyg Museum 
if 2 muzeum), which was founded in 1874 and boasts an extraordinarily 
rich collection of exhibits. It includes an archaeological department, with 
*nds ranging from ancient times to the Middle Ages, local history items 
and some beautiful furs made by the Jazygians. The most valuable piece in 
ne collection is a Byzantine ivory horn, known as the "Lehel Horn". 

I f[?i '' n u t0 legend ' ' x issaid t0 have belonged to the Magyar tribal prince 
ip-L/' )^ h ° was taken Prisoner in 955 after being defeated in the battle of 
nil " Te a Pri °r to his execution he asked to be allowed to blow his horn just 
wnrrtT'n-T' ° n ' y to use t0 str '^ e down the Hun Emperor Konrad with the 
he J l, u U Shalt enter Eternit V before me and there be my servant". As 
therf ■ 1 u® Se words a splinter is said to have sprung from the horn. As 

ro™ ■ n0 b'storical data to support this legend the true origin of the horn 
•emains a mystery. 

jn 1742 the Franciscans, who had succeeded in converting the Jazygs to 
T r 'Stianity, built a Gothic church and monastery in Jaszbereny. After the 
urkish occupation the church was rebuilt in Baroque style in 1723-55, but 
°me Gothic features remain, such as the supporting pillars and an ogival 
doorway. 


Jazyg Museum 


Franciscan 

Church 
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Kalocsa 



Lehel Horn 

Catholic The Parish Church of the Virgin Mary on Koztarsasag ter was built in 

Parish Church 1774-82, also on Gothic foundations. The spire of its elegant tower, 

designed by Andreas Mayerhoffer in 1759, is adorned with a replica of the 
crown worn by the Hungarian Kings. 

Thermal baths The hot spring discovered in 1959 produces 600 litres/130 gallons of water 
every minute, at a temperature of 45°C/113°F, which flow into a covered 
pool. The neighbouring open-air pool in Hatvani ut is also filled with warm 
water. 


Kalocsa 


D/E 3 


Region: Bacs-Kiskun 

Altitude: 97m/318ft. Population: 19,600 

Situation and This town, situated on the east bank of the Danube, on a wide plateau 

Importance stretching between the Danube and Tisza rivers, is known mainly for the 

cultivation of paprika, but its name is also synonymous with high-quality 
* Folk-art folk-art, especially in the form of the colourful embroidery to be found on 

textiles, walls and furnishi ngs, the most beautiful example being at Kalocsa 
railway station. In the 11th c. King Stephen I made Kalocsa the diocesan 
town for this bank of the Danube. The first archbishop, an abbot by the 
name of Astrik, delivered to the king the crown which was a gift from the 
Pope, From the 19th c. onwards the area around Kalocsa developed into a 
fertile agricultural region, and its produce still supplies the local food- 
processing factories. 


Sights 

* Cathedral The historical centre of Kalocsa is Szabadsag ter, the site of its two major 

buildings, the Cathedral and the Archbishop's Palace. The first episcopal 
church was built in the time of King Stephen, but was destroyed and rebuilt 
several times over the centuries. The plans for the new Baroque building, 
which was erected between 1735 and 1754 on the medieval foundations, 
were probably drawn up by Andreas Mayerhoffer, a pupil of the famous 
Austrian Baroque architect Johann Lukas von Hildebrandt. The twin- 
towered west front boasts a gable with statues of the Virgin Mary between 
the Apostles Peter and Paul. The interior was completed c. 1770 an 
restored following a fire in 1816. Italian masters were responsible for the 
stucco reliefs in the roof vaulting, while the painting of the Assumption o 
the Virgin Mary on the high altar was by Leopold Kupelwieser of ‘ 

The figures in front of the choir represent Kings Stephen and Ladislaus.1 
relief on the south side of the cathedral is a likeness of the first archbishop 
of Kalocsa, the abbot Astrik. . 

Valuable examples of religious art are housed in the oratory nearthe cho 
and in the cathedral treasury. The oldest bishop's sarcophagus in the cryp 
dates from the early 13th century. 
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Kalocsa 


This Baroque palace was built in 1776, to plans by the Piarist monk Gaspar Archbishop's 

Oswald, on the walls of a 14th c. castle. The wall-paintings in the festival Palace 

hall and the ceiling frescos in the chapel are the work of the famous 

Austrian Baroque artist Franz Anton Maulbertsch (1724-96). The east wing 

houses the library, which contains some 100,000 volumes, including 56 

codices and 508 incunabula. The most valuable books include a Martin 

Luther Bible. 

As well as local history exhibits, this museum at Istvan Kiraly utca 25 KarolyViski 

houses the collection formed by the ethnographer Karoly Viski, which Museum 

illustrates by means of some particularly beautiful examples the devel¬ 
opment of folk-art in the Kalocsa region, especially in the field of embroi¬ 
dery, Note also the collections of minerals and coins. Open: Tue.-Sun. 

9am-5pm. 


The sculptor Nicolas Schoffer was born in Kalocsa and lived in Paris from Nicolas Schoffer 

1937. He left to his home town a collection of sculptures which can be seen Collection 

in the house in which he was born, at Istvan Kiraly utca 76 (Schoffer 
gyijjtemeny; open: Tue.-Sun. 9am-noon and 2-5pm). 

Not far from the house, in front of the bus station, stands his huge space 
sculpture "Tower of Light". 


Kalocsa's major product and an important export item is paprika, a sweet. Paprika Museum 
golden-red condiment obtained from the capsicum plant, the fruits of {Fuszerpaprika 
which, red peppers, can be seen hanging up to dry on houses everywhere MOzeum) 
in the region. In the Paprika Museum on Marx ter the visitor can learn a lot 
about the history of this pepper which was introduced from Central Amer¬ 
ica, as well as its cultivation and processing. The museum is open May- 
Oct. Tue.-Sun. lOam-noon and 1-5pm. 


In a typical lowland farmstead with an arbour and furnished in true period Folk-art 
style, at Tompa Mihaly utca 7, the Local Crafts Society displays its products Museum 



— 




_ 


Typical folk-art of Kalocsa ... 



... and red peppers 
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Kaposvar 

(Tnihaz) The flower patterns which have been handed down from 
Generation to generation are incorporated by means of a special technique 
fnto embroidered costumes, blankets, table-cloths and sheets, and also i n 
the form of painting on the walls and furnishings in the house. Beautiful 
souvenirs may be purchased in the museum shop. Open Tue.-Sun. 
10 am- 6 pm. 

Kaposvar 

C 3 

Situation and 
Importance 

Region: Somogy 

Altitude: 141m/463ft 

Population: 73,900 

Kaposvar, situated on the River Kapos 190km/118 miles south-west of 
Budapest, was documented as long ago as 1009, but has only effectively 
made its mark in modern times as an industrial town. The castle after which 
the town is named (Kaposvar means "Kapos Castle") was an important 
fortification but nevertheless unable to resist attacks by the Turks. After the 
construction of the Danube—Drava railway link in the second half of the 
19th c. Kaposvar became the administrative and industrial hubof Somogy, 
the hilly region south of Lake Balaton which was once covered in marsh¬ 
land and steppe meadows, but is now home to the food and textile indus¬ 
try. 80% of the houses in Kaposvar were built during this century, so it does 
not possess many historical monuments, and its claim to the title Town of 
Flowers" (because of its many parks) has been considerably weakened in 
recent years. 

Former regional 
Town Hall 

The main street (a pedestrian precinct) is Majus 1. utca. No. 10 is the old 
Town Hall, a Classical building (1829-32) with a beautifully structured 
facade; it houses the Museum of the Somogy Region including the tollt 
lore of the Drava fishermen and the Somogy shepherds) and a valuable art 
collection, with paintings by well-known sons of the town an £ th ° * ur ' 
rounding region. These include Jozsef Rippi-Ronai <1851-1927), Janos 
Vaszary (1867-1939), Mihaly Zichy (1827-1906). Open. Tue. S ■ 
10am-6pm. 

Dorottya House 

The Baroque house at Majus 1 utca No. 1 was chosen bythewriterandpofl 
Mihaly Csokonai Virtz (1773-1805) as the setting for his light-hearted epic 
Doerrt "Dorottya". The Shrovetide celebrations described therein are t 
subject of a Carnival and Dorottya Ball which take place in Kaposvar eve y 

"Golden Lion" 
Pharmacy 

year. 

Maiusl utca No. 19, built in 1774, was the town's first two-storey house. The 

fittings and equipment of the old pharmacy where the painter Rippi-nona 
worked as a chemist have been preserved. 

Catholic 

Church 

The present Catholic Church on the main square, Kossuth ter, was built in 
1734-44 on the site of an old clay church. It was renovated in Neo- 
Romanesque style by Otto Tandor (1852-1913). A striking feature are its 
many towers - one large, four smaller and two smaller still. 

Film Museum 

The only Film Museum (Mozimuzeum) in Hungary can be found at Kossuth 
Lajos utca 37. Temporary exhibitions are held on the ground floor, with an 
historical film collection on the upper floor. 6000 films are stored in the 
archives, with regular showings in the cinema (open: Tue.-Sun. 10am- 

* 

noon and 3-5pm). 

Leisure Park 

In the north of the town, at the end of Kossuth Lajos utca, lies Szabadsag 
park, with herbaceous borders, decorative shrubs and sculptures. 

Open-air 
swimming pool 

In the Jokai Grove to the south, by the side of the River Kapos, lies a 
spacious thermal bath complex with both covered and open-air baths. The 
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Kecskemet 


alkaline water is at a temperature of 43°C/110°F. The baths are tastefully 
decorated with ceramics, copper-reliefs and aluminium sculptures. 

The castle was built in the Kapos floodplain, and the marshland proved 
almost to be a better form of defence than the walls. Remains of the walls 
can still be seen on the western edge of the town, on the old market place 
[Var utca). In 1555 the Turks captured the castle and retained possession of 
it for almost 113 years. On orders from Vienna it was razed to the ground in 
the early 18th c., and it was 1931 before the remains were discovered and 
brought to light. 

Castle ruins 
(V^rromok) 

Karcag 

F 2 

Region: Jasz-Nagykun-Szolnok 

Altitude: 87m/286ft 

Population: 25,100 


This town 60km/37 miles south-west of Debrecen was once the main seat of 
the Cumans, a nomadic people from the steppes of southern Russia. Like 
the Jazygs (see Jaszbereny) the Cumans reached Hungary in the 13th c. 
They agreed to serve in the armies of the Magyar king, and in return were 
given land and the right to self-government. In the 16th c. the Cuman 
language and culture tended to become swallowed up, but it was 1876 
before their settlements finally lost their autonomy and were merged into 

the regional administration. The syllable "kun", which is still found in some 

place-names (Kiskunhalas, Kiskunfelegyhaza), as well as in the regional 
names of Kiskunsag ("Little Cumania”) and Nagykunsag ("Greater Cuma- 
nia }, provides evidence of the earlier Cuman occupation. 

Two museums in Karcag will serve to acquaint the visitor with the way of 
life and culture of the Cuman people; these are the typical Cuman farm¬ 
house in Jokai utca, with an exhibition of Cuman folk-art, and the Great 
Cuman Museum, housed in a neo-classical manor house (1830) at Kalvin 
utca 4 and named after the ethnologist Istvan Gyorffy (1884-1939), a native 
of Karcag. 

In the house formerly owned by the potter Sandor Kantor (1894-1984) at 
Erkel Ferenc utca 4 some of his finest work is on display and there are also 
pottery-making demonstrations. Kantor was responsible for reviving pot¬ 
tery skills in this region and for developing them as an art form. 

9km/5% miles north-east of the town lie the Berekfiirdd baths, where the 
warm water containing iodine and bromine leaves the ground at temper¬ 
atures of 55-57°C/130-135°F. 

Situation and 
Importance 

Sights 

BerekfQrdo 

Kecskemet 

E 3 

Region: Bacs-Kiskun 

Altitude: 122m/400ft 

Population: 105,300 

Kecskemet is the capital of the Bacs-Kiskun region as well as the cultural 
and economic centre of the area lying between the Danube and Tisza rivers. 
The home of the famous apricot liqueur known as "Barack Palinka", it has 
few really old buildings but does boast some fine art nouveau style edifices 
and an extremely attractive town centre. The billy goat which appears in 
the town's coat-of-arms is explained by the name Kecskemet, which 
roughly translated means "goat walk". Kecskemet is within easy reach of 
Budapest and a good setting-out pointfor excursions into the Bugac puszta 
(see entry), the tourist-favoured region of the Kiskunsag National Park 
(Kiskunsagi Nemzeti Park). 

*Situation and 
Importance 
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Boasting an impressive number of schools and training colleges as well as 
three university colleges, Kecskemet has become an educational strong¬ 
hold, The Institute of Musical Education housed in the former Franciscan 
Priory (see below) promotes the new teaching methods devised by the 
musician and composer Zoltan Kodaly (1882-1967; see Famous People), a 
native of Kecskemet. The Institute's reputation has now spread far and 
wide. 

The area now covered by the town of Kecskemet was already settled 
c. 3000 b.c. (Bronze Age urnsite). During the migration of the peoples 
Scythians, later Sarmatians, Goths and Avars and finally the invading 
Magyars all settled here. The earliest documented record of Kecskemet as a 
town is dated 1368. The medieval settlement had no walls, being defended 
solely by moats and ditches in a ring round the town (now the route 
followed by the E5 road). Being owned by the Pasha of Buda and sub¬ 
sequently by the Sultan the town enjoyed the privilege of self-government 
during the period of Turkish rule. The basis of its economic prosperity was 
cattle-rearing and trading, and this was followed by other prosperous 
trades such as those of furrier, shoemaker and specialist metalworker. 
After the Turks withdrew, Kecskemet came under Habsburg rule in 1710. In 
1834 a redemption treaty freed Kecskemet from its loan burdens and 
enabled it to boost its economy through the cultivation of fruit, vegetables 
and vines. In the early 19th c. 7 million young trees were planted around 
Kecskemet in an attempt to bind the sandy soil, which had lain fallow for 
centuries. On July 8 1911 a heavy earthquake lasting 25 minutes caused 
great damage to the town and the surrounding area. 

Asa result of the intensive system of viticulture and the growing of fruit and 

vegetables the area around Kecskemet has been named "The Garden of 
ungary , Its horticultural products are processed in the factories in Kecs- 
ernet. Far less important are such other branches of industry as prefab¬ 
ricated buildings, engineering, shoe manufacture and printing. 

s well as the famous "Barack Palinka" liqueur, Kecskemet also produces 
some good table wines. 
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Kecskemet 


Sights 


Kecskemet has ail the characteristics of a market town on the Hungarian 
Plain: scattered around the periphery of the town are a number of individ* 
ual farmsteads, which give way to rustic dwellings with fruit gardens (and 
now unfortunately some sad-looking satellite estates too) as one qets 
nearer to the town centre. The atmosphere in the medieval quarters with 
their typical cobbled streets lined with acacia trees, is typical of that usually 
found in a small town and only the centre itself is a reminder of Kecs¬ 
kemet's size. The main places of interest will be found within a compara¬ 
tively small compass and in one of the three large squares Kossuth ter 
Szabadsag ter and Katona Jozsef ter. 


Townscape 


On Kossuth ter stands the imposing Town Hall (Varoshaza), which was built 
in 1893-96 to plans by Odon Lechner (1845-1914) and Gyula Partos (1845- 
1916), and is an important example of the Hungarian art nouveau style. 
Varying architectural features, especially the Gothic ogival arches, round 
columns and artificial pillars on the walls, mingle with traditional majolica 
ornamentation and contemporary extensions to form a unique and uncon¬ 
ventional whole. The entrance hall decoration reflects the way the town 
saw itself during its halcyon days in the 19th c. The stairwell with its wide 
almost Baroque-like staircase obtains its special effect as a result of the 
light shining through the brightly-coloured stained-glass windows. 
Visitors are also allowed into the magnificent, wood-panelled council 
chamber on the first floor. The frescos by Bertelan Szekely (1835-1910) 
depict famous scenes from Hungarian history, ranging from the treaty with 
the tribal princes being signed in blood to the coronation of the Emperor 
Franz Joseph, 

Every hour the carillon above the main door plays a melody from the "Hary 
Janos'' Suite, written by the composer Zoltan Kodaly, a native of Kecs¬ 
kemet, and at 12.05pm, 6.05pm and8.05pm other popuiartunesare played. 


* 'Town Hall 



Kecskemet: Town Hall in national style Great Church 
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Kecskemet 


Memorial stone 
to Joszef Katona 


Great Church 


Jozsef Katona 
Theatre 


Plague Column 


Church of 
St Nicholas 


In front of the Town Hall stands a memorial marking the spot where the 
dramatist J^sef 5 Katona (1791-18301 died of a heart attack. Bom in Kecs¬ 
kemet. he spent the last ten years of his life working in his native town His 
play "Bank ban", which takes as its theme the murder of the wife of King 
Andreas li of Hungary, has assured him a place in Hungarian literary 

history. 


The church with the contrasting yellow and white facades near the Town 
Hall is known as the Great Church {Nagytemplom); work on it commenced 
in 1774 to plans by Gaspar Oswald, but it was 1806 before it was completed. 
The g roup of figures above the entrance shows Christ handing the Keys of 
Heaven to Peter. The faces on the niche-sculptures on the front of the 
building are those of SS Stephen and Ladislaus, Peter and Paul. The 
Hungarian artist Jozsef Ferenc Falkonerwas responsible for the painting of 
the Ascension on the high altar. 


The south side of Kossuth ter merges into Katona Jozsef ter, on which 
stands the Neo-Baroque Theatre (1896), which has been renovated and has 
regained its original charm. It was designed by the Viennese architects 
Fellner and Helmer, who were among the busiest builders of theatres of 
their time. The front of the Kecskemet theatre has the triangular gable and 
pillars to the side, a feature so typical of these architects, with the large 
rounded arch reaching down into the main entrance. 


The sculptor Leopold Anton Conti carved the figures on the Baroque 
Plague or Trinity Column in front of the theatre; the cost of the column was 
met by public subscription in 1742. 

On the east side of Kossuth ter stands Szent Miklos, the oldest church in the 
town, dating from the 13th c. Entrance is by way of a walled forecourt with 
Rococo wrought-iron tracery of the highest quality on both entrance gates. 
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Kecskemet 


In the 15th c. the church was extended eastwards and the St Anne Chapel 
added in the side-aisle. The Franciscans, who took possession of the 
church in 1647, renovated it in Baroque style and in 1799 built the tower in 
the 18th c. plait style. The only remaining vestiges of the original Gothic are 
to be seen on the pillars supporting the tower and on the plinth in the 
side-aisle. Excavations carried out to the north of the church revealed the 
foundations of the medieval St Michael's Chapel. 

The Calvary sculpture in front of the church wall was the work of an 
unknown artist in 1790. 

In 1975 the Institute of Musical Education (Kodaly Zoltan Zenepedagogiai 
intezet) was opened in the former Franciscan priory (built in 1702-36} on 
the pedestrian walk called Ket templom koz. Its aim was to preserve the 
name of Zoltan Kodaly as a teacher of music and to develop further the 
instruction methods he had devised. Concerts are regularly performed in 
the old refectory and in the cloister courtyard. A permanent exhibition in 
the cloisters documents the life of the composer. 

Built in 1683-84 and extended in the late 18th c„ the Reformed Church 
stands on the remains of a medieval church. The choir is Classical in style 
whereas the pulpit shows Rococo characteristics. 

Surrounded by beautiful houses and with lush green swards, Szabadsag 
ter is like a small oasis in the very heart of the town. In the famous Cafe 
Szabadsag the visitor can relax with a cup of excellent coffee while enjoy¬ 
ing the view of this spacious square. On its south side stands the massive 
art nouveau building of the New College {1911}, which also houses the 
Library and the Raday Ecclesiastical Museum. 

Geza Markus, a pupil of Lechner and one of the second generation of 
Hungarian art nouveau architects, was responsible for designing this re¬ 
markable building atthe beginning of Rakoczi Ferenc utca. In the manner of 
Belgian and French art nouveau style buildings, the facades carry flat, 
mainly floral decoration, here in the form of majolica ceramic tiles from the 
Zsolnay factory in Pecs. Originally intended as a commercial casino, it has 
been used as an Art Gallery since 1963. The collection concentrates on 
Hungarian artists of the last hundred years or so, but there are also works 
by the colony of artists domiciled in Kecskemet (open: Tue.-Sun. 
10am-6pm). 

Directly opposite the Citra Palota stands the former Synagogue, built in 
1871 in the Moorish style to the designs of Janos Zitterbarth. Since 1973 it 
has been the "House of Science and Technology" (Tudomany es technika 
haza}. The onion tower was destroyed in the 1911 earthquake, and the 
building suffered further damage during the Second World War. Extensive 
renovations in 1973 to plans by Jozsef Kerenyi helped to restore it to its 
former glory. In the foyer stand copies of fifteen Michelangelo sculptures. 

As well as his extensive work in Budapest, the architect Miklos Ybl 
designed the Evangelical Church (1861-63} at Arany Janos utca 1. Its 
ground plan is in the form of a Greek cross. Built in Neo-Romanesque style, 
the church contains two beautiful late 19th c. tiled stoves made in the 
Zsolnay factory in Pecs. 

In addition to the church, this complex of buildings at Jokat utca 1 
embraces a priory, a college and a school in Classical style. Built c. 1730, the 
Baroque church is the work of the well-known architect Andreas 
Mayerhoffer The front is embellished with statues of SS Stephen and 
Ladislaus as well as with figures of the Virgin Mary and the founder of the 
order, St Joseph Calasanz. Inside can be seen some beautiful original 
altars. Note also the paintings on the pastoral side-altar in which the figures 
display the traditional hairstyle and clothes of the Cuman settlers. 


“Zoltan Kodaly" 
Institute of 
Musical Education 


Reformed Church 


Szabadsag ter 


*Cifra Palace 
(Cifra Palota) 
Kecskemet 
Art Gallery 


Former 

Synagogue 


Evangelical 

Church 


Piarist Priory 
and College 
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Kecskemet 

Other museums 


Leisure Centre 


Kecskemet can offer a number of interesting museums. As well as (he Art 
Gallerv in the Cifra Palace (see above) a visit .s recommended to the Jozsef 
Katona Museum in the park of the same name at Bethlen utca 1. It provides 
detailed information on the history of the region (archaeology, ethnology, 

local art) and is open Tue.-Sun 10am-6pm. 

Unique in Hungary is the rich collection of naive Hungarian art housed in 
the pleasant surroundings of the rural Baroque mansion at Gaspar Andres 
utca 11 (open: Tue.-Sun, 10am-5pm). 

"Sorakatenus” is the name given to the Toy Museum rounded some ten 
years ago at the corner of Gaspar utca and Hosszu utca. The special thing 
about it is that it combines a museum and a workshop - not only are toys 
dating back to the early 19th c. exhibited but also children and young 
people can try their hand at making toys in the workshop, under the 
guidance of skilled teachers (open: daily 9am-5pm). 

An old 19th c, distillery at Serfozo utca 9 now houses the Museum of Local 
Arts and Crafts. Its exhibits include pottery, carvings in wood and ivory, 
weaving and crochet work from about 1960 onwards (open: daily except 
Mon. and Tue. 9am-5pm). 

The Hungarian Photographic Museum at Katona Jo 2 sef ter 12 first opened 
its doors in 1991. Its collection is still being built up and concentrates on 
Hungarian photography (open: Wed—Sun. lOam-Bpm). 


An area of some 57ha/143 acres on the western edge of the town is 
equipped with an open-air pool, sports pitches, an aboretum and much 
more. 


Surroundings 


Nagykoros 

Characteristics 
and History 


Janos Arany 
Museum 


Church of 
St Ladislaus 


Nagykoros, a town of 28,000 inhabitants 16km/10 miles north-west of 
Kecskemet on Road 441 to Cegled, is the centre of a fruit and vegetable¬ 
growing region and makes a considerable contribution to the country's 
agricultural produce. The food-canning industry in Nagykoros is also of 
great economic importance. 

First documented in 1266, the community developed in the Middle Ages to 
become a small market town; during the Turkish period it — like Kecskemet 
and Cegled - was elevated to the status of a "khas" town, thus enjoying the 
special protection of the Sultan and remaining immune from pillage and 
destruction, so that it actually grew in size and importance under Turkish 
rule. Finally the region's borders reached from Pest as far as the RiverTisza, 
and 8000-10,000 cattle grazed on the meadows. The school founded in 
1553 grew into a famous grammar school in the 19th century. 


In the Cifrakert, a small park on the main street (Cegledi ut 19} are the 
former Hussar Barracks (1836-38), which now house a collection of munici¬ 
pal memorabilia as well as the Arany Memorial Museum. On the entrance 
side of the long, single-storey building there is a tympanum resting on 
Doric pillars, and on the courtyard side an arcaded walkway. The great 
Hungarian writer Janos Arany (1817-82; see Famous People) taught at 
Nagykoros Grammar School for nine years, from 1851 to 1860. The most 
beautiful of the exhibits include old hand tools, personal items owned by 
the Arany family, burial plaques and the first document in which the name 
Koros appears (open: May-Sept. Tue.-Sun. 10am-6pm; 9 am—5pm at 
other times of the year). 


When Nagykoros became Protestant in 1688 all the Catholics left. Ninety 
years passed before a new Catholic community was formed; Queen Maria 
i'h! r TTk 0na ^- ^000 pieces of gold to assist it in building this new 
c ; 1 he painting on the Baroque altar shows King Ladislaus fighting 

against the Cumans. 
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Keszthely 



Decorated fagade of the Cifra Palais Synagogue 


The Town Hall at Szabadsag ter 5 dates from 1710. The tower with its Town Hall 
collar-like oriel window is original. 

This church on Szabadsag ter was built as a Catholic church in the 15th c.; Reformed Church 

when the Catholics left the town the members of the Reformed Church took 

it over. Its present appearance is largely the result of changes made in 1811 

and 1847; the front with its impressive tower was rebuilt in 1907. Visitors 

will appreciate the beautiful interior, with the gallery running all the way 

round, the Baroque pulpit and organ and the gilded metalwork in the little 

treasure-chamber. 


See entry 
See entry 

See Szolnok, Surroundings 


Bugac (Puszta) 

Kiskunfelegyhaza 

Cegled 


Keszthely 


C 3 


Region: Zala 
Population: 22,500 

Situated on the west bank of Lake Balaton the holiday centre of Keszthely, ‘Situation and 

with its population of 22,500, is the largest town on the lake, rich in tradition importance 

and offering a sandy beach, hotels and ample leisure facilities. Gyorgy 
Festetics built Europe's first agricultural college here (now the University of 
Agriculture), which helped to confirm Keszthely's importance as a cultural 
and educational centre. Keszthely was the birthplace of Karoly Goldmark, 
the composer of the opera "The Queen of Sheba . 
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Keszthely 


History 


Sights 

* Festetics 
Palace 

210 



Neolithic man settled in this region, to be followed later by Celts, Romans, 
Lombards, Avars and Magyars. Benefiting from its position at the in¬ 
tersection of important trade routes, Kesthely became a thriving market 
town in the Middle Ages and a provincial town from 1421. It found itself 
unable to avoid being taken by the Turks and later by Habsburg troops, 
after lending its support to the Rakoczi uprising. After 1739 Kesthely came 
into the ownership of the Festetics family, who possessed large estates in 
fhe surrounding countryside and made the town the centre of their cultural 
activities. The great landowner Gyorgy Count Festetics {1755-1819), a 
patron of the arts and sciences, founded the Helikon literary circle and the 
Helikon Festivals, and laid the foundation-stone of the Helikon Library. His 
most important contribution to the country's cultural development, how¬ 
ever, was the founding of the Georgikon (1797), the first agricultural college 
in Europe (now the University of Agriculture). Since the mid-19th c. Kes¬ 
thely has become a fully-fledged holiday resort. 


pa /*u° * he no . rt * 1 °f town centre lies the Palace which was the 
e o the Festetics family for two hundred years. The first palace, 
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Keszthely 



Festetics Castle, the exterior... 



... and interior 


built for Kristof Festetics in 1745, was a comparatively modest affair with 
"only" 34 rooms and a French Baroque garden. The enlarged and changed 
building we see today was the work of the Viennese architect Viktor Rum- 
pelmayer, carried out between 1883 and 1887 on the instructions of the 
future Duke Taszilo Festetics. The result is a spacious, horseshoe-shaped 
complex with 101 rooms. The uniform Neo-Baroque fagade, built on the 
lines of French palaces, is accentuated by the tower in the central wing. The 
garden at the rear was designed by the English landscape gardener E. H. 

Miller, and a wall with a gateway separates the palace from the town. 

The Palace Museum in the south wing takes in several rooms with their Palace 

original furnishings, including the Chapel, the great Dining Room, which is Museum 

now used for concerts and other events, and the famous Helikon Library 
fsee above), with its 80,000 volumes. 


From 1808 the students of the Agricultural College received their tuition in Georgikon House, 

the single-storey building near the Palace (Georgikon utca 20). Adjoining it Dairy Farming 

to the south is the former Festetics family estate which was later used to Museum 

provide practical instruction for the students; it includes three yards, a 

dairy, office buildings, stables and workshops. On the ground floor of the 

old corn-store there is an exhibition on the history of the Festetics family, 

while the upper floor and attic house a Dairy Farming Museum with old 

tools and equipment and machinery used in viticulture and farming in the 

Lake Balaton region (open: May-Oct. Tue.-Sun. 10am-5pm). 


In 1386 the Franciscans built a single-aisled, groin-vaulted church on Fo ter; Former 
in 1550 a priory wasaddedonthe north side. During the Turkish occupation Franciscan 
it was converted to a fortress and linked with Lake Balaton by a canal so that parish Church 
boats could sail right up to it. The Turks besieged the fortified church but 
were unable to take it The Neo-Gothic tower on the front was added in 
1878. In 1896 the Baroque furnishings were removed to reveal the original 
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Keszthely 


Gothic. During the restoration work some fragments of frescos of remarks- 
ble quality were uncovered; these show the influence of late 14th c. Italian 
painting. The coat-of-arms of the architect Istvan Lackffy adorn the key¬ 
stone of the choir ceiling; his tomb is also in the choir. 


Balaton 

Museum 

The magnificent 1928 Neo-Baroque building at Muzeum utca 2 (entrance in 
Kossuth Lajos utca) now houses an extremely informative and rich collec¬ 
tion of exhibits devoted to the natural history and culture of the Balaton" 
region. On the ground floor is a lapidarium with Roman and medieval stone 
finds, while the second floor documents a range of subjects including flora 
and fauna, unique aspects of folk-lore and traditional forms of work, ship¬ 
ping and tourism on Lake Balaton (open: Tue.-Sun. 10am-6pm). 

Petho House 

The plain Baroque building at Kossuth Lajos utca 22, one of the town's 
oldest houses and with a medieval cellar, is where the composer Karoly 
Goldmark was born. 

Helikon Park 

Helikon Park, an extensive area reaching as far as the promenade along the 
bank of the lake, is Kesthely's modern leisure centre. It has shops, sports 
facilities and a large beach. 

Surroundings 


Fenekpuszta 

In the Fenekpuszta, 7km/4/4 miles south of Kesthely, visitors can still seethe 
Classical-style stables of the Festetics stud as well as remains of the Roman 
camp of Valcum. 

Zalavar 

In the 9th c. the Carolingians gave to the Slavonic Prince Privina the region 
around Lake Balaton as his feudal due; 18km/11 miles south-west of Kes- 
thely, on the banks of Kis Balaton, is the spot where he built hiscastle, in the 
middle of his lands near the present-day village of Zalavar. As the region 
became converted to Christianity a number of churches were built here, 
including the basilica to the west of Zalavar. It originally had three aisles, a 
west porch and three apses, but only the foundations have survived. 

Zalaapati 

In the town of Zalaapati, 13km/8 miles west of Keszthely (Road 75) stands 
the Late Baroque abbey of St Adrian (c. 1780), with altarpieces by the 
Austrian Johann Schmidt (1718-1801). The abbey was originally founded 
in the 11th c. by King Stephen on the site of Prince Privina's castle (see 
above), and was rebuilt on its present site in the 18th century. 

Zalakaros 

See Nagykanizsa, Surroundings 

Hevlz 

See entry 

Kiskunfelegyhaza 


Region: Bacs-Kiskun 

Altitude: 101m/332ft. Population: 35,700 

Situation and 
Importance 

Kiskunfelegyhaza lies in the heart of the region between the Danube and 
Tisza rivers and is the historical centre of Little Cumania (see below). 
Having been laid waste by the Turks in the 16th c. it was 1774 before the 
town flourished once more; in that year it was granted its municipal charter 
and thenceforth developed into a thriving commercial town with increas¬ 
ing industry. 

Little Cu mania 
(Kiskunsagl 

This historical area of land between the Danube and the Tisza on the 
Hungarian Plain was named after the Turkish-speaking nomadic people, 
the Cumans, who originally came from the steppes of southern Russia. 
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Kiskunfelegyhaza 


Driven out by the Mongols m the early 13th c. Cuman tribes found their wav 
on to the Hungarian Plain and, after being converted to Christianity aradu 
ally became integrated with the Magyars. In the 19th c. Little Cumania 
became one of the major agricultural regions and earned the name of "The 
Fruit Garden of Hungary". Most of the people are still engaged in aqricul- 
ture, although in the late 1960s oil and natural gas were discovered here 
and the chemical, plastic and textile industries became attracted to Little 
Cumania. 


Sights 

Fewtowns in Hungary can boast of a town hall as imposinq and oriainal as 
that in Kiskunfelegyhaza. Designed by Jozsef Vass arid built in 1911 in the 
centre of the town at Kossuth Lajos utca 1, it - together with the town hall in 
Kecskemet - can claim to be the most beautiful example of Hungarian art 
nouveau architecture. a 

The rich floral ornamentation on the false gable-ends of the main facade is 
copied from the designs found in rural Hungarian folk-art, such as those 
seen on the embroidered cloaks and jackets worn by the shepherds. This 
ornamentation, together with the colourful majolica roof-tiles made in the 

Pecs Zsolnay factory, give the otherwise somewhat severe building a more 
cheerful note. 


The ethnographic and local history collections of the Kiskun Muzeum are 
now on display in the Baroque building of 1753 at Voros Hadsereg utja 9 
ormerly the headquarters of the military command of Little Cumania. In 
view of its earlier function as a gaol, the courtyard wing has been made into 
a prison museum. The exhibits on display here, such as instruments of 
torture, are a reminder of the time when bandits and robbers made the 
Great Hungarian Plain a dangerous place to live. Well worth seeing is 
the still functioning windmill dating from 1860 which now stands in the 
museum courtyard (open: daily except Mon. 10am-6pm). 


The Baroque church of Our Lady on Beke ter, built in 1744-52, has Rococo 
side-altars and pulpit, as well as an 18th c. plait style font. The old tower 
collapsed and was replaced by a new one in 1770. 


Between 1820 and 1830 the father of the great Hungarian writer Sandor 
Petofi (see Famous People) was the landlord of an inn in the Classical 
building at Szabadsag ter No. 9. Today it is an arts centre. Although he 
spent his childhood here, Sandor Petofi was in fact born in Kiskoros, 
30km/19 miles west of Kiskunfelegyhaza. 


Surroundings 


On the right bank of the Tisza, 24km/15 miles west of Kiskunfelegyhaza on 
Road 451, lies the fishing village of Csongrad (pop. 23,000), a quiet little 
place reflecting some of the tranquillity of the region. Visitors may care to 
visit the little local history museum at Is kola utca 2 and the listed fisher¬ 
men's huts at the mouth of the Kords. This backwater is now a nature 
reserve. 

12km/7’/ 3 miles from Csongrad, alongthe left bank of the Tisza, lies Szentes 
(Pop. 35,000). First documented in 1075, it developed after the Turkish 
period into an agricultural town and later the home of the food-industry. 
For a time it was the regional capital, as witnessed by the large town a 
on Kossuth ter. It can lay claim to a long tradition of pottery ana 
basket-weaving. 

St Anne's Church is the town's oldest building, dating from 1768, 
a partfrom the tower, it was rebuilt in the Classical style in 1847. On 
stand the Neo-Baroque Town Hall (1912) and the Reforme 


lf Town Hall 

Little Cumania 
Museum 

Church 

"Swan House" 


Csongrad 

Szentes 

Sights 
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Kiskunfelegyhaza 


built in Classical style between 1808 and 1825. The Jozsef Koszta Museum 
is housed in a Classical building in the little Szechenyi Forest on the Ri Ver 
Kurca; as well as paintings by the landscape artist Jozsef Koszta (1864- 
1949) it also contains archaeological finds from the time of the great 
migration of the peoples as well as Szent pottery (open: Tue.-Sat. 2-6pm, 
Sun. 10am-6pm). 


Kiskunhalas 


Lace Museum 
(Csipkehaz) 


Janos Thorma 
Museum 


Windmill 

(Szelmalom) 


50km/31 miles south-west of Kiskunfelegyhaza, between the Danube and 
Tisza rivers, lies the little agricultural town of Kiskunhalas (alt. 113m/371ft, 
pop. 31,260), with a beautiful bathing lake on the edge of the town. 

In 1903 the drawing teacher and local-art collector Arpad Dekani founded a 
workshop to produce lace to his own designs, thereby pioneering the 
Kiskunhalas lace industry. The success of his enterprise was due in no 
small measure to the skills of one Maria Markovits who, assisted by a small 
work-force of lacemakers, translated his designs into high quality work 
which received international acclaim at the 1904 World Exhibition in St 
Louis. Maria Markovits also developed the normal Venetian technique of 
10-12 stitches per cm into one of 40-50 per cm. 

The former workshop at Kossuth utca 39 today houses the Lace Museum 
with some particularly beautiful examples of Kiskunhalas lace on display. 
In the garden there is a memorial and bronze bust of Maria Markovits 
(open: 9am-noon, 1-4pm). 

The Local History Museum is housed in a late 19th c. building at Koz- 
tarsasag utca 2. It also displays work by the naturalist painter Janos 
Thorma (1870-1937). Open: Tue.-Sun. 10am-5pm. 

At one time there were a large number of windmills to be seen in the flat 
countryside of Little Cumania, but only a few have survived. On the north¬ 
ern edge of Kiskunhalas, at the corner of Kolcsey and Linhardt utca, a 
19th c. windmill still stands. 


Bugac (Puszta) See entry 

Kecskemet See entry 

6pusztaszer See Szeged, Surroundings 



Handmade lace from Kiskunhalas 
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Kiskunsag (National Park) 
See Bugac (Puszta) 


Kisvarda 


See Nyiregyhaza, Surroundings 


Koszeg (Guns) 


B 2 


Region: Vas 
Altitude: 274m/900ft 
Population: 13,600 

Koszeg is a pretty little town lying about 20km/12V2 miles north of Szom- Situation and 

bathely on the Austrian border, on the southern slopes of the Guns Moun- Importance 

tains (Koszegi hegyseg). 

Although most of the buildingsare 18th c. thereare also someRenaissance 
houses and a romantic castle - a popular destination for excursions. 

After the founding of the state of Hungary the kings strengthened the town History 
as an important link in the chain of fortresses known as the drseg, built to 
defend the country against threats from the west. A stone castle was built in 
the middle of the 12th c. (first documented inthesecond half of the 13th c.); 
in 1532 Miklos Jurisics and a small number of men held out here for 25 days 
against Sultan Suleiman ll's army of 55,000 strong. The Turks finally with¬ 
drew before winter set in and a strong Austrian army arrived. During the 
18th c. the town was of little strategic or economic importance. However, it 
has a proud and strong cultural tradition, and there was a grammar school 
here back in the 16th century. 


Sights 

To the south of the Old Town, on the main square (Fo ter; car parking) Church of the 

stands the Neo-Gothic Church of the Sacred Heart (Jezu Szive templom). Sacred Heart 

built in 1892-94, with a tower 57m/187ft high. The stained glass windows 

portray SS Stephen, Ladislaus, Imre, Elisabeth and Margit; note also the 

15th c. Gothic monstrance and a chasuble of turquoise satin bedecked with 

pearls. 


Heroes' Gate (Hosi kapu) at the end of Varoshaz utca is the entrance to the Heroes' Gate 

historic centre of the town. The gate was built in 1932 on the site of the 

14th c. Lower Gate Tower, to mark the 400th anniversary of the Turkish 

siege. A relief reminds us of the brave defenders and of those who fell in the 

First World War. 


The heart of the Old Town is the well-proportioned Jurisics Square con- ‘Jurisics t6r 
taining the Town Hall, two churches and some medieval town houses with 
characteristic enclosed gables, although most are Baroque. 

To the right behind Heroes' Gate, at Jurisics ter 2, lies "Arcade House”, built Arcade House 

in 1774, with arcades in front of it at ground level; the town musician Josef 

Bittner had it built as a tennis court. The most attractive part of the front of 

the house is the architrave above the keystone, built in the 18th c. plait style 

a nd adorned with rosettes and a garland. 

The Tabornokha 2 , a 17th c. Renaissance building at Jurisics ter 8 immedi- General's House 
ately to the left behind Heroes' Gate, was where the captain of the town s 
cavalry forces had his quarters. A twin-arched loggia adorns the front. The 
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Town Hail 


Lady Column, 
Town Fountain 


Presbytery 


Ambrozy House 


house is now the Jurisics Museum, displaying examples of local hand' 
crafts (open: Tue.-Sun. 10am-6pm); from the museum tower there i s ' 
pleasant view of the square and the Old Town. 

The Town Hall at Jurisics ter 8 (adjoining the museum) was built in several 
phases; the covered embrasures on the north side are 14th/15th c. Gothic 
the Attic columns, covered by the twin pediments, are Renaissance, the 
inner doors Baroque, the main door Classical in style. The painted front is 
also Baroque (1712); on the outside the crest on the left is that of the 
Jurisics family, that in the centre that of old Hungary and that on the right 
shows the coat-of-arms of the town of Koszeg. In between are paintings - 
probably late 19th c. - of the Virgin Mary, patron saint of Hungary, and of 
King Stephen. 

The convoluted Baroque Lady Column in the centre of Jurisics ter dates 
from 1739 and is the work of the Sopron stonemason Lorenz Eysenkolbl; he 
was paid by means of fines which the town imposed on Protestants who 
opposed Mariolatry. Eysenkolbl was also responsible for the Town Foun¬ 
tain; this eventually suffered from overuse and so in 1766 was enclosed 
within the 18th c. plait style pump room we see today. 

This building at Jurisics ter 12 dates originally from the 14th/15th c., and is 
also known as "Lada House" after a former owner. It has been renovated 
on several occasions and now boasts a superbly stuccoed Baroque fagade. 

The last of the row of houses on the west side of Jurisics ter, No. 14, is a 
solid, almost fortress-like edifice with two fronts facing the street. It was 
built in Late Renaissance style c. 1560 by merging two or three existing 
houses into one; Baroque additions were made in the 18th c. The side 
looking onto the courtyard boasts a loggia with Tuscan pillars and graffito 
decoration. 
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Koszeg 


No. 5-7 on the east side of Jurisics ter, dating from the 16th c., is lavishly Graffito House 

decorated by the graffito process, which involved scratching through the 

plaster to show the different-coloured under-surface. This process had 

then only recently been imported from Italy. Under the roof can be seen a 

Latin inscription which is a quotation from a Letter of St Paul the Apostle to 

the Romans, an indication that at one time the house was used as a 

presbytery. 

The nearby 16th c. Renaissance house (No. 9a) was converted to Early Batthyany House 
Baroque two centuries later. The entrance door is arched and the double¬ 
doors are decorated with beautifully carved geometric patterns. 


A medieval town house at No. 11 was converted to a Jesuit monastery, and Pharmaceutical 

themonks ran itasa pharmacy. Whenthe order of monks was dissolved in Museum 

1777 the chemist Matyas Svalla bought the house together with the (Patikamuzeum) 

Baroque fittings and furnishings which had been installed c. 1740 by the 

Jesuit monks, and formed the town pharmacy known as "The Golden 

Unicorn”. The museum also contains some turned wooden crucibles and 

lead-glazed earthenware vessels {open: Tue.-Sun. 10am-6pm), 


Two churches stand one behind the other at the northern end of Jurisics ter. Church of 
The newer one at the front is dedicated to St Imre and was built by the St Imre 
Protestants in 1615-18 over a medieval charnel-house. Its Gothic features 
suggest that the single-aisled building with its tall tower was modelled on 
the older Church of St James. In 1671, when the Catholics took over the 
church, a Baroque chapel and sacristy were added. There is a sculpture of 
St Imre above the main door. The reredos on the main altar is by Stephan 
Dorffmeister the Younger (1805) and shows St Imre taking his holy vows; 
Dorffmeister the Elder painted the picture of "The Visitation of Mary" on 
the right side-altar. 


The second church on Jurisics ter, the most important historical building in ‘Church of 

Kooszeg, was built in Late Gothic style in 1403-07, using the remains of a St James 

Romanesque Minorite church. In 1758 the front and furnishings were 

redesigned in Baroque fashion. In 1554 the church became Protestant, and 

from 1671 onwards it found itself in the possession of various Catholic 

orders, including Jesuits, Piarists and Benedictines, whose crests can be 

seen on the fapade. The tower is 15th c., while the little Sanctus Tower 

above the choir was added in 1697. The interior of the triple-aisled edifice is 

Gothic; the keystone of the groin vault in front of the choir bears the arms of 

the founder, Miklos Garai. Along the south side of the choir are niche-seats 

with pointed arches, and above the tabernacle is a Gothic Madonna and 

Infant Jesus (c. 1500). Also Gothic are the wall-paintings on the end wall of 

the south side-aisle; these show the Magi, an outsize St Christopher, a 

protective Madonna, St Elisabeth of Thuringia, of Arpad lineage, and St 

Barbara. 


Chernel Street, which leads west from St James' Church and then turns 
south, is named after the historian Kalman Chernel (1822-91) who worked 
in Koszeg. Almost all the houses are late medieval, converted to IBaroque. 
The most outstanding is the U-shaped Chernel House (No. ). e 

door with its wickerwork arch, Rococo vase-shaped pillars suppo a con 
voluted architrave. The year 1766 is engraved in the keystone of the arcK 
Eugene de Beauharnais, Napoleon's stepson and viceroy, lived here in 
1809. 

Jozsef Rajnis Street, leading northwards from the north west corner of 
Jurisics ter, was named after the Jesuit monk and wrrter Koszeg. 

Rajnis, who translated ancient Greek and Latin litera ur _ 

Here, too, will be found some houses, originally 

together in step-like fashion for defensive reasons^ $ ( Ch u rc h, built 
Baroque or Classical. The best-known is No. 2 near S which served 

in 1677-80 to plans by the Italian architect Pietro Oisol.ni andwh.cn 


Chernel utca 


Rajnis Jozsef utca 
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first the Jesuits and later the Benedictines as a priory. It became a famous 
centre of learning, and numbered many major academics and artists 
among its students and tutors. 

jurisics Access to the castle at Rajnis Jozsef utca 9, on the north-western edge of 

Castle the town centre, is through a gatehouse in front of it (with tourist accommo¬ 

dation). Matthias Corvinus conquered the medieval fortress in 1482 and 
added a Renaissance west wing, some windows of which have survived. 
After it had been destroyed by the Turks in 1532, Jurisics, to whom it had 
been gifted, rebuilt it. The conflagration of 1777 engulfed the castle; sub¬ 
sequently the south and west wings were rebuilt in Baroque fashion with 
two-storeyed arcades. Of the five towers only two were rebuilt to their 
original height. In the courtyard of the gatehouse, from which a brick-built 
bridge leads to the door of the castle itself, there stands a monument to 
Jurisics, designed by Sandor Mikus (1903—82); above the doorway can be 
seen the Eszterhazy coat-of-arms and a painted Turkish tent, a favourite 
decoration on Hungarian castles. In the north wing stairs lead to the Miklos 
Jurisics Museum of Local History (open; Tue.-Sun. 10am-6pm). As well as 
its documents and books, particular mention must be made of the famous 
"Book of Viticulture", in which pictures of the new young vine shoots on St 
George's Day and notes on the grape harvest on St Ursula's Day have been 
entered ever since 1740 and right up to the present day. Theatrical perform¬ 
ances are staged in summer in the inner courtyard of the castle. 


Surroundings 


Szabo Mountain Szabo hegy (379m/1244ft) in the Koszeg Mountains west of the town is a 
favourite spot for outings, and there is a scheduled bus service from 
Koszeg. In the forest there is a playground and gymnasium as well as a 
ski-slope with a lift. 

Cak This village (pop. 300), 4km/2V2 miles south-west of Koszeg, is famous for 

its wine-cellars which lie above the town along a beautiful avenue lined 
with chestnut trees. The typical rural buildings are mainly thatched. 

Velem Velem (pop. 400), 9km/5>2 miles south-west of Koszeg, has the quintessen¬ 

tial features of a typical village in this part of Hungary - old storehouses 
once lined both banks of a stream, and remains of these can still be seen. In 
the Bronze Age, c. 1000 s.c., there was a terraced settlement on the hillside 
with a fort on the top of Mount Vitus. Today the Baroque church of St Vitus 
stands there. 

Courses in arts and crafts for the amateur are held in Velem every summer. 

Bozsok Bozsok (pop. 500), 9km/5Vz miles south of Koszeg, has some beautiful old 

buildings, such as the picturesquely situated Sibrik Palace (originally 
15th c. with Late Renaissance extensions, a Baroque arcaded courtyard 
and facade), the Parish Church (mainly medieval, renovated in 1772) 
and St Joseph's Chapel (1775). The farmhouses with arbours are seldom 
encountered in rural architecture. 

Bukfiirdo 19km/12 miles east of Koszeg lie the Buk baths, where a thermal stream 

was discovered when boring for oil in 1956; covering an area of 36ha/ 
90 acres, this is one of the major bath establishments in western Hungary. 
The warm waters at Buk contain calcium, magnesium and hydrogen car¬ 
bonate, with a comparatively high fluoride and carbonic acid content. They 
are used in the treatment of rheumatism, joint problems and accident 
injuries, and are drunk as an aid to digestive troubles and inhaled to ease 
chronic bronchial catarrh. However, situated as it is on a flat piece of laud 
with no trees, the site is not particularly attractive, and the equipment is not 
in the best of condition. 

Szapary Palace, 5km/3 miles east of Bukfiirdo and a beautiful and important 
example of the Baroque architecture of the Hungarian landed gentry, is 
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Martonvasar 


now a hotel. When it was built c. 1696 master tradesmen from several areas 
0 f Hungary were involved; these included the architect Lorenz Eysenkolbl, 
the sculptor Johannes Unger and the stucco plasterer Pietro Antonio Conti. 
The banqueting hall with frescos by Luca Colombo from Lugano is particu¬ 
larly splendid. 


Martonvasar 


D 2 


Region: Fejer 

Altitude: 121m/397ft. Population: 4400 

This little township lies 32km/20 miles west of Budapest in the lowlands Situation 
between the Buda Mountains and the range of hills near Velence. 

In well-tended parkland reminiscent of English landscaped gardens stands ‘Brunswick 

the palace which was built in 1775 for the Brunswick family and is now the Palace 

home of an agricultural research institute. In 1875 it was renovated in 

English Neo-Gothic style. Countess Theresa Brunswick (1775-1861), who 

is buried inthecrypt of the palace church, was an advocate of the teachings 

of Pestalozzi and in 1821 she founded the first Hungarian kindergarten 

school. However, Martonvasar became famous mainly through Ludwig 

van Beethoven, a friend of Count Franz Brunswick who often stayed at the 

palace. Josephine Brunswick, sister of Countess Theresa, was probably the 

"immortal beloved" to whom the composer wrote those enigmatic love- 

letters which he never posted. As the letters contained neither name nor 

date, historians can only speculate on the identity of the lady to whom they 

were addressed. It is thought that during one of his many visits to the 

palace Beethoven composed parts of the famous "Appassionata” piano 

sonata, which was dedicated to his host's family, and probably also the 

"Moonlight Sonata”, 
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Diosgyor, Liltafured Avas-Berg 


Matra Mountains 

Beethoven 

Museum 


There is a small Beethoven Museum in the palace, and in summer concerts 
of his music are performed in the park. 


Matra Mountains (Matra hegyseg} 


See Gyongyos, Surroundings 


Mecsek Mountains (Mecsek hegysek} 


See Pecs, Surroundings 


Mezokovesd 


See Eger, Surroundings 


Miskolc 


Region: Borsod-Abauj-Zemplen 
Altitude: 130m/427ft. Population: 190,000 

Situation and After Budapest, Miskolc is the major industrial centre and second largest 

Importance town in Hungary. It lies in the eastern foothills of the Bukk Mountains, a 

region with charming countryside and ample tourist facilities, making it 
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Miskolc 


one of Hungary's favourite holiday areas. The provincial town centre of 
Miskolc at the foot of Mount Avas is surrounded by rather mundane 
suburbs and industrial estates which sprang up in the post-war years 
Miskolc's main attractions are Diosgyor Castle in the district of the same 
name, and the holiday resorts of Miskolctapolca in the south and Lillafured 
-the "Gateway to the Biikk Mountains" - in the east of the town. 

Once just a trading town, Miskolc has developed since the 19th c„ and in 
the post-war years in particu lar, into a major centre of heavy industry with 
giant steelworks, iron foundries and machine tool factories. A number of 
large electrical firms and paper factories have also set up here The Tech¬ 
nical University of Heavy Industry, which provides training for skilled and 
management staff, has been sited in Miskolc since 1949. 

In the caves of the Bukk Mountains outside Miskolc skeletons of Ice Age 
man were found, some of the oldest of such remains to be found anywhere 
in Europe. Scythians also settled here some 2000-3000 years ago. A 
Magyar tribe known as the Bors (hence the regional name of Borsod) 
occupied the Miskolc region in the 9th c. Protected by Diosygor Castle the 
settlement developed during the Middle Ages into a small town, which was 
plundered by the Turks in 1544 and then burned to the ground. After 
capturing Eger Castle in 1596 the Turks occupied the town for almost one 
hundred years, until 1687. Like many another north Hungarian town, Mis¬ 
kolc supported the fig ht for liberation from the Habsburgs - Ferenc Rakoczi 
had his headquarters in Miskolc for part of the time - and paid for this in 
1706 when Austrian troops burned it down once more, something from 
which it took years to recover. 

From the late 18th c. the rich iron deposits in the Bukk Mountains were 
processed in the countryside around Miskolc, and by the end of the 19th c, 
there were already some industrial firms operating here. When the sur¬ 
rounding suburbs, Diosgyor in particular, were incorporated into the town 
Miskolc became an industrial conurbation of some 130 concerns. 


Sights 


This busy shopping street, now pedestrianised, is the traditional centre of 
Miskolc. The street is dominated mainly by 19th c. buildings, interspersed 
with a number of pretty Baroque houses and quite a few attractive new 
buildings. 

The visitor's attention is drawn especially to the distinguished National 
Theatre building, the entrance to which is on the narrow side in Szechenyi 
utca, at the corner of Deryne utca. The country's first theatre once stood 
here, but it was burned down in 1843 and then replaced by the present 
Classical building. 


szechenyi utca enters Varoshaz ter, where the carefully restored buildings 
>ring an historical sparkle to this industrial town. Standing proudly on the 
ight is the 1727 Regional Office, renovated in Classical style, a long build- 
ng with two main storeys and a mezzanine floor. Honzontal mou mgs 
erve to break it up horizontally and counteract the effect of the four Ionic 
^olumns above the entrance which unite the two upper °°rs. „ 

he building of the Regional Office is rivalled by the two . | X „ 
own Hall directly opposite. Other noteworthy'buildingsi include^zemrn 

7 House {No. 5) and Almassy Palace (No. 13). 

'hove the entrance to the house at No. 20 indicates that a Greek wine 
oerchant once lived here. 

yith the Kossuth Memorial in its centre a ottb HermanM Sseu m?s 
>zabadsag ter is a particularly pretty square. The O c 7a hadsaq ter and 
[oused in the Baroque buildings on the corner afterwhom 

apszer utca (No. 1), on the banks of the Szinva. Otto res 'p 0 nsible for 
he museum is named, was a native of Miskolc of the Biikk Moun- 
liscovering the first prehistoric remains in the c 


Economy 


History 


Szechenyi utca 


National Theatre 


Varoshaz ter 


Szabadsag ter 
Otto Herman 
Museum 
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Miskolc: Varoshaz ter 



Minorite church 


tains. In addition to the local archaeological finds the museum's compre¬ 
hensive exhibits include a collection of weapons, historical costumes, 
furniture and ceramics as well as items of folk-lore and local history (open, 
Tue.-Sun, 10am-6pm). 


* Reformed Church 


The walk to Mount Avas south-west of the town centre takes the visitor past 
the Reformed Church on the northern slopes of Kis Avas (Little Avas). 
Founded in the 13th c„ it is the oldest building in Miskolc. Following 
renovation in 1470-90 it was given the form of a three-storeyed uotnic 
church with an ambulatory in the choir. Destroyed by fire, it was rebuilt 
between 1560 and 1569 as the Church of the Reformed Congregation; tne 
Gothic columns were encased and the vaulted ceiling replaced by a 
wooden one. The Renaissance pews in the choir were probably brougn 
here from the chapel of Diosgyor Castle. A particular feature of the churcn 
is the separate bell-tower (1557) with its stocky, stone base, wooden ganery 
and pointed, shingle-covered helm roof. . _ |d 

Behind the church lies a pretty and picturesque cemetery with many oi 
graves and weathered gravestones. 


Mount Avas 


Minorite Church 

(Minorita 

temptom) 


There are large numbers of old wine-cellars going down 10-20 m /33 6 
(in one case as deep as 100m/330ft) into Mount Avas, the local mountain, 
which stands 243m/800ft high. These wine-cellars are open to the puD 
week-ends during the summer months. A fine panoramic view ca 
enjoyed from the viewing tower on the mountain peak. 

By way of Szechenyi utca, past the National Theatre and the " 

Deryne utca, the visitor will come to the Baroque church on Hoso 
(Heroes' Square). It is the work of the Italian architect Giovanni Ha V\ ... 
Carlone (1682-1747), whose studio was in Eger. The church was , h 
between 1729 and 1734; two towers flank the gable end with a figure o 
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Virgin Mary in the centre and statues of saints on either side. Frescos 
showing scenes from Mary's life adorn the interior. 

Near the Minorite Church, on the corner of Deak ter, stands this beautiful Greek Orthodox 
church (Gorogkeleti templom), built in the 18th c. plait style in 1785-88. Church 
It possesses a valuable 16m/52ft high iconostasis with a copy of the 
Black Madonna of Kashan in the centre, a gift from the Russian Czarina 
Catherine II. 


To the west of Miskolc town centre lies the district of Diosgyor, the indus- Diosgyor district 
trial quarter and site of the iron works, the giant machine tool factory and 
other large concerns. The state co-operative organisations such as the 
Cultural Centre and Urania Observatory are also to be found here. How¬ 
ever, the impressive castle ruins are Diosgyor's main attraction. 


It was probably the invading Magyars who erected a fortress on the site of 
the present castle. This was destroyed by the Mongols in 1241. In 1271 Ban 
Emye of Akos had an oval-shaped stone castle built on this raised site. After 
it had passed into the possession of the throne in 1340, King Louis had the 
present castle built; modelled on those found in southern Italy, it ts flanked 
by fourtowers and is protected by an outer ring of fortifications. After King 
Sigismund had given it to his queen to be used as a summer residence it 
became the practice for each successive queen to , resi< ] e ther . e ; 
second half of the 15th c. Queen Beatrix of Aragon, wife of King iviannias, 
furnished it in luxurious Early Renaissance style. All that remains of these 
furnishings is the Diosgyor Madonna, probably part of an a ar 
castle chapel and the work of the Dalmatian artist Johannes u ^ , 

Tragurio, who also carried out work in other royal palaces, ri' . ' 

there were several changes of ownership, and additions | 

were added, such asthe round bastion in the north-east and the pen 9 

°ne in the north-west. During the 16th c. the castle gradua y 


**Diosgy6r Castle 
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Diosgyor 

Castle 

1 Double Gate Tower 

2 Five-cornered Bastion 

3 Kitchen with oven 
and well 

4 Gaoler’s House 

5 Casemate 

6 Grand Staircase, Ramp 

7 Knights' Hail 

B Round Bastion 
(museum) 

9 Pillared Bridge 

10 Chapel 


13th c. 

14th—1 5th c, 
16th—17th c. 



and in 1678 it was blown up by Habsburg troops. During the 19th a the 
debris was used as building rubble. Since 1968 the outerfoundations have 
again been uncovered and parts of the inner fortifications reconstructed. 
As a result it is now possible to seethe size of the great Knights' Hall in the 
north wing and the castfe chapel in the east wing. Three of the four corner 
towers have been reconstructed, and in the south-west tower (where there 
is a viewing platform) the Late Gothic vaulting of the corner room has been 
rebuilt. Some of the stone-masonry and other castle finds are on display in 
the castle museum in the north-east bastion (open: Apr.-Oct. Tue.-Sun. 
9am-6pm). 

Open-air events are held in the castle courtyard during the summer 
months. 


Surroundings 


*Liliafured From Diosgyor it is only a few miles through the valley of the little Szinva 

river to the health resort of Lillafiired in the Bukk Mountains. Although it is 
12km/7V2 miles from the centre of Miskolc it ranks as a suburb under the 
town's control. 

In the deep cleft in the valley where the Szinva and Garadna rivulets meet 
the Hotel Palota towers up like a fairy-tale castle — a high-class hotel in 
the 1930s, it was converted into a workers' convalescent home during the 
Communist era, but has recently become a hotel once again. Behind the 
hotel the terraced garden with a small waterfall (which is often dry!) leads 
into a large woodland park which forms an enchanting backdrop, , es b e . 
cially in autumn. Above the hotel lies the station for the old-fashione 
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Mohacs 


narrow-gauge railway 
which plies between Mis- 
kolcand Garadna through a 
wild and romantic part of 
the Biikk Mountains. Not 
far from the hotel the 
Garadna flows into an arti¬ 
ficial pond, the Hamori to, 
where small boats can be 
hired. 

Lillafured is known in par¬ 
ticular for its caves, all of 
which are to be found near 
the hotel. The entrance to 
the Istvan Cave is on the 
Eger road, about 
500m/550yd above the 
Hotel Palota. Some fantas¬ 
tic stalactite formations can 
be seen inside the cave, 
where the temperature 
remains constant at 
10°C/50°F throughout the 
year. The Petofi Cave (also 
known as Anne's Cave} 
with impressions of extinct 
plant species in the lime¬ 
stone walls lies only some 
150m/165yd below the 
hotel. It is about one hour's 
walk from the hotel along a 
gently ascending path to the Szeleta Cave, where evidence can be seen of 
the Ice Age "Szeleta culture". The items to be seen include some very 
skilfully made arrows and spears shaped like laurel leaves, which Ice Age 
man fashioned by splitting the quartz-like chalcedon stone. 

See entry Biikk Mountains 

4km/2y; miles along the narrow road which leads past the Hamori to pond Gjmassa 

into the Bukk Mountains, lies Ujmassa, the "cradle" of the Hungarian iron 

and steel industry. Frigyes Fazola established Hungary's first iron foundry 

here in 1813. His father, Henrik Fazola, a skilled blacksmith who had moved 

to Eger from Wurzburg in Germany, built a furnace to smelt iron-ore found in 

the Biikk Mountains. Frigyes moved production to Gjmassa and built a new, 

iarger foundry which is now an important item of industrial archaeology. A 

small museum provides information about the early days of iron smelting. Miskolctapolc 

The bathing and health resort of Miskolctapolca lies 7km/4’/i miles south¬ 
west of the centre of Miskolc in the midst of some superb woodland. The 
slightly radioactive thermal waters (30°C/86°F) have been renowned since 
medieval times for their value in the treatment of nerve and heart prob¬ 
lems, hypertension and digestive disorders. The first pump-room was built 
in the 18th c,; the late 19th c. baths have remained in use right up to the 
present day, with only few alterations. They consist of two indoor baths, 
one open-air pool, and the very popular Cave Bath, in a natural cave 
(entrance via the thermal baths). A separate small pond, suitable for small 
boats, and a large open-air swimming pool complete the facilities. 


Mohacs D 4 


Region: Baranya 

Altitude: 91 m/300ft. Population: 21,500 
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Mohacs 


situation and Situated 40km/25 miles south-east of Pecs on the right bank of the Danube 

♦Importance Mohacs became famous in sad circumstances as a result of the battle of 

1526 in which the Hungarian troops suffered a devastating defeat at the 
hands of the superior Turkish army. For Hungary that meant the beginning 
of some 150 years of Turkish occupation and the end of the independent 
Magyar kingdom; for many years Mohacs symbolised the threat which the 
Ottoman empire posed to western Europe. 

History Back in Roman times there was a camp on the banks of the Danube near 

Mohacs; later the invading Magyars also settled here. After the Turkish 
wars the region went into decay until in the 18th c. the Habsburgs offered 
protection to Catholic immigrants from Germany who became known as 
the "Danubian Swabians"; Greek Orthodox Serbs also settled here in 
considerable numbers. From 1840 the border town had a harbour on the 
Danube. Traditional trades include fishing and silk-spinning. 

Sights The central square of Mohacs is Szechenyi ter, with a votive church (Emlek- 

templom} on its south side and the Moorish Town Hall (1927} on the east, 
both designed by Afadar and Bertalan Arkany. As a symbolic gesture of 
national unity, soil taken from 3000 Hungarian towns and villages was used 
in the foundations of the votive church, which was consecrated in 1926 on 
the 400th anniversary of the battle of Mohacs. 

The Franciscan church (1740) in Kossuth Lajos utca has a tower and magni¬ 
ficent door on its narrow front fagade and an altarpiece by Stefan Dorff- 
meister portraying St Stephen offering his crown to the Virgin Mary, patron 
saint of all Hungary. In the 18th c. the Serbs builttheir own church here, and 
its 45m/150ft tower is visible from afar. The former Episcopal Church and 
the Bishop's Palace in II Lajos utca were commissioned by Bishop Zsig- 
mond Berenyi of Pecs In 1742 and 1739 respectively. 

The Dorottya Kanizsai Museum in Szerb utca contains documents relating 
to the battle of Mohacs. At the point where the little Csele rivulet enters the 



Mohacs: modern carved figures on the former battlefield 
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Mosonmagyarovar 


Danube there is a memorial to King Louis II {1506-26) who drowned there 
when fleeing from the Turks. 

An old tradition of the southern Slavs living in Mohacs is the Shrovetide Shrovetide 
carnival, the Busojaras, which is held in February every year, starting from Carnival 
the Buso Column in Kolo ter. Disguised figures wearing morbid masks and 
bells parade through the streets in an attempt to drive winter away. Folk- 
tradition has it that not only did the "Buso runners" drive winter away but 
they also forced the Turks to leave the country. 


Before corrective measures were taken to prevent flooding the Mohacs Island 
380sq.km/1 BOsq.mile area between the Danube and its branch near Barac- {Mohacsi sziget) 
ska was the river's flood basin; today a number of villages stand on the 
island. In spite of the measures taken floods do still occur from time to time, 
the last occasion being in 1956 when almost all the houses were destroyed! 

A ferry connects the island with the town. 


In the quiet border country south of Mohacs, not far from the town of Mohacs 
Satorhely, lies the 7ha/17'/i acre National Park containing the Memorial to Historic 
The Fallen in the Battle of 1526 (Mohacsi Tortenelmi Emlekhely). From Memorial 
Road 56 leading towards the border an avenue lined with chestnut trees 
goes off to the right and leads to the car parkin front of the memorial. The 
park, which was opened on August 29th 1976, the 450th anniversary of the 
battle, is on the spot where archaeologists have discovered the graves of 
some 150,000 dead; the memorial site was designed by Gyorgy Vadasz. 

Visitors enter the park through a bronze gate, and the road then leads to an 
atrium-like building where information boards document the story of the 
battle. 


The actual memorial site consists of a round area on the battlefield sur¬ 
rounded by trees. On the south-west side the line of trees is broken by a 
wedge of black Scots pine marking the place where the Turkish army are 
thought to have stood. The mass graves lie along pathways arranged in 
concentric circles. The 120 grave-stones in the form of ancient totem-poles 
were designed by well-known Hungarian artists. Some are abstract in 
form, such as the spears surrounding the bell-tower by Sandor Kiss which 
symbolise the independence and pride of Transylvania, while others are 
graphically expressionist, for example, the statue of the Sultan Suleiman 
with the heads of dead Hungarians in his rope basket. 

The memorial park is open all the year round. 


Mosonmagyarovar 


C 2 


Region: Gyor-Moson-Sopron 
Altitude: 115m/377ft. Population: 29,900 


For those tourists who come to Hungary from the direction of Vienna, Situation and 
Mosonmagyarovar, 14km/9 miles beyond the Austro-Hungarian border Importance 
crossing, is the first large town on Hungarian soil. Situated at the conflu¬ 
ence of the Lajta and Mosoni Duna (Moson Danube) rivers, it is the site of a 
number of industries, such as agricultural machinery and food rnanu- 
facturers, as well as of a branch of the Keszthely University of Agricultural 
Science. 


In the first century a. o. the Romans established the military camp of Arx 
Flexum here. King Stephen I built Moson Castle and in the 13 th c. the rulers 
of Gyor built the strategically important fortress at Magyarovar, wr 
also an important centre in the cattle trade with Vienna, In 
the Turks, in the course of their attempts to take Vienna, seir r nuprnor 0 f 
In the late 18th c. Magyarovar castle was owned by f h ® . . jtv 
Hungary, Duke Albrecht of Sachsen-Teschen. The dual mum p Y 


History 
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Mosonmagyarovar 



Castle in Mosonmagyarovar Art nouveau house in Nagykanizsa 


Mosonmagyarovar came into being when the two towns (Moson and 
Magyarovar) were merged in 1939. 


Sights 


Castle (Var) 


Parish Church 


Lenau House 


Hansag Museum 


Unfortunately the centre of the town of Mosonmagyarovar has been some¬ 
what spoiled by through traffic, but there are still some beautiful Baroque 
houses which are the subject of preservation orders. 

The asymmetrical 13th c. medieval Castle stands on an island in the River 
Lajta; today it forms part of the Keszthely Agricultural University. It has 
been subjected to a number of changes in its history; originally it had four 
towers, one at each corner, but the two northern ones were removed when 
renovations were done in the 19th c. 

On the ground floor visitors can see the Lapidarium and a small exhibition 
of the castle's history. Beyond the castle park, on the far side of the River 
Lajta, lies a little wood with the modern university buildings. 

The Baroque Parish Church on Szent Laszlo was built in 1777-87 on the site 
of a medieval church which was destroyed by the Turks. There is much of 
interest to be seen inside the church, including the frescos in the nave 
showing scenes from the life of St Paul, and the high altarpiece portraying 
King Stephen I kneeling before the Virgin Mary; both are the work of the 
Viennese artist Franz Schellmayer. The pulpit and font are also Baroque. 

In 1822 and 1823 the poet Nikolaus Lenau (1802-50) lived in the house at 
F6 utca 139, on the road to Vienna. 

The building at Fo utca 139 houses a collection of local history, archaeolog* 
ical and ethnographical items as well as some Baroque and Biedermeier 
furniture (open: Tue.-Sun. 10am-6pm), 
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Nagykanizsa 

(\lagvkaniz sa 

B 3 

Hegion: Zala 

Altitude: 168m/551ft 

Population: 54,900 


The busy industrial town of Nagykanizsa, the administrative centre of the 
Zala region hes south-west of Lake Balaton and 25km/15'/, miles from the 
border with Slovenians town was already inhabited when the Maavars 
invaded the country. The 13th c. castle became an critical defence position 
m 1566 when the Turks took Szigetvar, the most important bulwark in 
southern Transdanubia. However, it finally fell into Turkish hands c ifinn 

In 1705 the Habsburgs razed the castle to ihe ground (to the south east oi 
the town; remains have been built over). east 

In the 16th c. Nagykanizsa became a major centre in the cattle trade with 

l T',l m Aus , trla ' 1,5 e ^ onoIr, ic development was strengthened 

nf construction of the Budapest - Adriatic railway! a^th^end 

of the 19th c food processing and furniture factories were built to be 

nt rby d War by 3 lamp *»«ory and oil exploration 

Situation and 
History 

Sights 

According to tradition, this fountain on Szabadsag ter once stood in the 

castle grounds. The water-spout is Baroque, the pillars above it are Class!- 
cai in Torm. 

Turkish 

Fountain 

The Gydrgy Thury Museum at the north end of Szabadsag ter (open: 
lue.-Sun. 10am-6pm) is housed in a Classical building of 1820 and is 
icS 6 ?* 0r ! he castle governor Gydrgy Thury, who was in command 
ibba-71 was killed in the battle of Orosztony notfarfrom Nagykanizsa and 
is regarded as a legendary hero of the Turkish period. The older collections 
cover archaeology, the history of furniture-making and of folk-art, while a 
more recent collection provides information on life in the forests of the Zala 
region. 

Gyorgy Thury 
Museum 

This Baroque building at Fo ut 5-7, formerly part of the estate of the noble 
Batthany family, was built in 1705-12 using stones from the demolished 
castle, In front of the Gallery stands a monument to Gydrgy Thury by 
Miklos Borsos, which was erected in 1971 on the occasion of the 400th 
anniversary of his death. In the Gallery (Thury Gydrgy Muzeum Keptara, 
open: Tue.-Sun. 10am-6pm) are works by 20th c. Hungarian artists. 

Art Gallery 
of the Gydrgy 

Thury Museum 

In the courtyard of the Classical house at Fo lit No. 9 stands the simple 
Synagogue (Zsinagoga), built in Classical style in 1807-10 and renovated in 
1890. 

Synagogue 

The Baroque church and priory in the south-west of the town (Zarda utca 
No, 9) were built in 1702-14 from stones taken from the demolished castle 
minaret and mosque; the tower on the left was not added until 1816. Items 
in the church include a particularly valuable 15thc. carved wooden figure of 
the Madonna. The font was made from the gravestone of Pasha Mustafa, 
the last Turkish commander of the castle. The altar-piece was painted 
c ■ 1770 by the Austrian Franz Kaspar Sambach (1715-95). 

Catholic Church 
in the lower 
part of the town 

Near the church stands the Baroque Franciscan priory, built in 1702-04, 
now a boys' college. 
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Nyi'regyhaza 


Church in the 
upper part of 
the town 


Trinity Column 


"Sandor Hevesi" 
Culture Centre 


The Baroque church of St John of Nepomuk (1764) was given its Baroque 
tower with the pyramidal roof in the first half of the 19th c. Unfortunately, 
renovation work carried out in 1940 has detracted from its Baroque 
character. 

This richly decorated sculpture (1758) on Kossuth Lajos ter in the south* 
east of the town is surrounded by a decorative wrought-iron grille and is 
one of the most beautiful works of its kind anywhere in Hungary. 

This imposing modern building on Eotvos ter bears the name of one of 
Nagykanizsa's most famous sons, the producer, writer and director of the 
Budapest National Theatre Sandor Hevesi (1873—1939). 


Surroundings 

Lazsnakpuszta Leaving the town along Magyar utca to the north-west the visitor will come 

to the Inkey Mausoleum, a building with a central dome,four niches and an 
entrance guarded by four statues. In 1768 Boldizsar Inkey, a son of one of 
Nagykanizsa's most respected families, had it built for himself. 

Szentgyorgyhegy To the south-east of the town is the vine-growing upland of Saint George 
Mountain (Szentgyorgyhegy). The grape juice obtained here is some of the 
best in Hungary. The old half-timbered wine-press houses and cellars are 
fine examples of rustic architecture. The castle ruin is also worth a visit; it 
was built by the Both family in the 15th c. During the period of Turkish 
occupation it served as a summer retreat for the Turkish commander, a fact 
which was sufficient for it to earn the name of ''Castle of Vice" (Romlott var) 
among the citizens of Nagykanizsa. 

Zalakaros Zalakaros lies 18km/11 miles north-east of Nagykanizsa and 5km/3 miles 

from Zalakomar on the M 7. When oil-exploration operations were being 
carried out in the 1960s warm-water streams were discovered, and since 
then this little village (pop. 900) has became an internationally renowned 
spa, with comprehensive bathing and medicinal facilities. The water, which 
leaves the ground at a temperature of 92 °C/ 198 °F, contains alkaline chlo¬ 
rides, hydrogen carbonate and iodine, and is used to treat mobility prob¬ 
lems, rheumatic and neurological afflictions as well as gynaecological 
disorders. 


Nyi'regyhaza 


G 1/2 


Situation and 
Importance 


History 


Region: Szabolcs-Szatmar-Bereg 
Altitude: 115m/377ft. Population: 114,000 

Lying 245km/152 miles east of Budapest, the agricultural and industrial 
town of Nylregyhaza is the centre of the Nyirseg district and the cap'tai ot 
the most easterly region of Hungary. It lies in the midst of one ot tne 
country's largest fruit-growing areas, famous for its "Jonathan apples. 
Twenty percent of the population of this sprawling town live in detacnea 
farmsteads; widespread rural areas around the outside of the town con 
trast with the urban appearance of its centre. Nyiregyhaza is also an educ - 
tional and cultural centre with three colleges. 

The first documentary record of a settlememt here is dated 1215 ; from the 
14th to the 16th c. the town was owned by the influential Bathon famiy. 
1605 ownership passed to the Transylvanian Prince Istvan Bocskai l ' 
1606), who arranged for Haiduks to settle here as he did in the countrysia 
around Debrecen. In the 18th c. Slovak families moved into the a m 

deserted town. ioth r 

The building of the rail link with Budapest in the second half of the I ■ 
provided the impetus required to enable Nyi'regyhaza to develop in 
major commercial centre. 
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Nyiregyhaza 


The centre of Nyiregyhaza lacks any buildings of outstanding historical 
merit and derives its character mainly from such edifices as the reqiona! 
offices, the theatre and others all designed by the architect Ignac Aplar Of 
interest to the visitor is the Josa Andras Museum at Benczur Gyula t6r 21 
with some absorbing finds from the time of the Magyar invasion a depart' 
ment dealing with local history and ethnographic subjects as'well as a 
permanent exhibition of work by the Nyiregyhaza artist Gyula Benczur 
(1844-1920). On the square in front of the museum stands a monument to 
him as well as the sculpture "Birth of Venus" by Zsigmond Kisfaludy Strobh 

The little resort of Sosto lies only 6km/3% miles north of the town centre bv 
a salt-water lake which covers an area of 14ha/35 acres and is surrounded 
by reeds and sedge^ This alkaline stretch of water consists of two linked 
ponds, one of which is excellent for bathing and the other for aunts and 
pedaj-boay N° rth 0 f the lake will be found the excellen cy appo nted 
Sostofurdo thermal baths with specialised pools for bathing of alldescrip- 
tions. Along the promenade known as Blaha Lujza setany, named after the 
famous actress who often holidayed hare, lie a camp site and bungalows 
belonging tothe ho ,day village of Igrice. There are rare species of plants to 
be seen in the carefully tended park. H 


Since 1979 Sosto s Open-air Museum has been a further tourist attraction. 
On display to date are 45 typical farmhouses, churches and other public 
buildings such as a school and a fire-station from various parts of the 
region; there are plans to add further buildings. The thatched dwellinqs 
contain some original items of furniture. Open; Apr.-Oct. Tue.-Sun 


Surroundings 


The region on the bend of the Tisza river north-east of the Great Hungarian 
Plain possesses a rich and fertile loamy soil and is an important fruit¬ 
growing area with giant apple orchards. The Nyirseg is the home of the 
Jonathan" apple, which is exported all over the world, and in addition 
maize, sunflower seed and tobacco are grown around Nyiregyhaza. How¬ 
ever, in spite of intensive fruit cultivation and the growth of the food 
processing industry, the Nyirseg remains one of Hungary's poorest 
regions, the gipsy population of Sinti and Roma is disproportionately high 
and poverty and unemployment are the norm. As the land used to be very 
marshy it was more or less ignored by the Turks, so many old villages and 
medieval churches — including some particularly beautiful ones, such as 
the Reformed Church in Nyirbator - have survived. 

When travelling from Nyiregyhaza to Nyirbator (see below) it is well worth 
stopping to view the wooden buildings on the edge of the wood near 
Nagykallb, which were designed by the young Hungarian architect Dezso 
Ekler. 


Nyirbator 


In the Middle Ages this rural town (pop. 14,000) 35km/22 miles south-east 
of Nyiregyhaza belonged to the Bathori family, princes from Transylvania 
who become great feudal lords. Nyirbator has them to thank for its two 
magnificent medieval churches, of which St George s Church, now t e 
Reformed Church, is one of the major Late Gothic Hungarian edifices. 


Having become rich during the Turkish wars, in 1484-88 Istvan 3a ^ hor '^J J ' 1 ^ 
on the castle mound a church dedicated to St George in which to iou 
family tomb. In the 16th c. the town was converted to the Calvinist tait. 
members of the Reformed Church took over the now somew a 


Sights 


Sosto 


Open-air 

Museum 

(Muzeumfatu) 


Nyirseg 

(countryside) 


Nagykallo 


"Reformed Church 
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Nyi'regyhaza 


* Farmer 
Minorite 
Church 


Istvan Bathori 
Museum 


Kisvarda 


Sights 


Other places 

*5zatmar 

(countryside) 


dated building and restored it. The Bathori coat-of-arms stands above the 
west door, with a projecting tower at the side; the main Renaissance-style 
door is on the south side. Remains of the walls of the old sacristy can still be 
seen on the north side. Inside the church, the visitor's eye will immediately 
be drawn to the filigree reticular vaulting in the roof of this single-aisled 
church with its large windows. The Renaissance influence which resulted 
from contacts made with the royal architects in Visegrad can be seen in the 
sculptural decoration in the sacramental niche, window and door-frames, 
the pew-niches in the choir and in various other details. The tomb in the 
choir is that of the writer Istvan Bathori, who died in 1605; the founder of 
the church is interred under a marble gravestone in the crypt, The artis¬ 
tically decorated choir-stafls, which were carved in 1503-11 by a Florentine 
master craftsman, are kept in the Hungarian National Museum in Buda¬ 
pest. Near the church stands the shingle-clad bell-tower (1640) constructed 
of oak and representative of the type of tower found on many Reformed 
Churches in Hungary and Transylvania. 

About 1480, at approximately the same time as he was building the family 
church, Istvan Bathori donated a priory to the mendicant Minorite order of 
monks, and was buried in its church. About 1720 Count Karolyi had the 
priory and church converted to Baroque style, although the original plain 
front and long, multi-bay choir are still discernible. He gave the church a 
groin-vaulted roof by adapting the medieval vaulting, as well as a carved 
pulpit and several Baroque altars lavishly adorned with figures, turned 
pillars and gable fragments. The figures were carved by the Slovak sculptor 
Johannes Strecius. The 1731 Passion Altar on the north wall is deserving of 
special attention; this is also the work of a Slovak craftsman, The Stations 
of the Cross are depicted in Baroque settings with the use of realistic scenes 
similar to those found on medieval altars. 

The Istvan Bathori Museum inthe priory nearthechurch (1733-58) exhibits 
the ecclesiastical treasures, including the carved choir-stalls and valuable 
furnishings from the Renaissance Palace of the Bathori family in Tran¬ 
sylvania, Open: Tue-Sun. 9am-5pm. 


This agricultural town (pop. 19,000) with some small industrial concerns, 
situated 290km/180 miles north-east of Budapest and 45km/28 miles north¬ 
east of Nyiregyhaza, is the centre of the Upper Tisza region in the extreme 
east of Hungary. 


The town got its name ("Little Fortress") from the castle which was built 
c. 1400 and enlarged in the 16th and 17th c. into a fortified palace with four 
corner-towers and a covered walk on the side facing the courtyard. In the 
18th c„ when it no longer served its original purpose, the people of Kis¬ 
varda pulled it down and used the stone to build the new Catholic church 
and to rebuild fire-damaged houses, until the authorities put a stop to it in 
1828. The castle was restored in 1957-61, and a lapidarium installed in the 
tower at the south-east corner {open: Apr.-Oct. Tue.-Sun. 9am-6pm). 

Kisvarda's second place of historical interest is the Catholic Church of SS 
Peter and Paul, which according to local legend was built by Kingi s 
Ladislaus (1040-95) in gratitude for his victory over the Cumans. i ® 
church was rebuilt in 1788-1805, but remains of the old walls and mediev 
corbels with human figures (12th c.) as well as Gothic details in the cho 
have survived. The town's collection of local history and folk-art item 
(Retkozi Museum) can be seen in the former synagogue (open: Apr,-U 
Tue.-Sun. 9am-noon and 1-5pm). 


to visit in the vicinity 

The historical stretch of land known as the Szatmar lies between the 
Kraszna and Tisza rivers in the extreme east of Hungary, close to t 
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... the Passion Altar in the Minorite Church 
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6pusztaszer 


^Csaroda, 

Takos 


Szatmarcseke 


borders with the Ukraine and Romania, This region, thickly populated in 
comparison with the Great Plain and with a closely-knit network of country 
roads is still relatively unspoiled by tourism and recommended for that 
reason Anyone who refuses to be discouraged by the lack of modern 
facilities and the long journey (the best route to take is by way of Kisvarda 
orNyirbator) will be amply rewarded by discovering a rural Hungary which 
will be difficult to find elsewhere; sleepy villages with thatched houses and 
beautiful old churches with the characteristic bell-towers of the Reform 
period, horse-drawn carts on dusty country roads and an unspoiled land¬ 
scape through which the Tisza river lazily flows. 


A visit to the villages of Csaroda and Takos, lying some 40km/25 miles 
south-east of Kisvarda on Highway 41, should be high on the visitors 
agenda. Csaroda still has its beautiful little 13th c. Romanesque village 
church with 14th c. Gothic frescos together with 17th c, paintings and 
wood-carvings. The little Reformed Church in Takos is a beautiful example 
of the traditional method of construction using a framework of beams filled 
in with wattle and daub. Even further south-east lies Szatmarcseke, which 
is reached from Vasarosnameny by way of Jand-Gulacs-Tivadar-Kisar- 
Nagyvar, a total distance of about 30km/19 miles along country roads. In 
Szatmarcseke there is still an old cemetery with wooden gravestones the 
like of which cannot be seen anywhere else in Hungary. The cemetery is 
under a preservation order. 


Opusztaszer 


F 3 


Region: Csongrad 

Altitude: 85m/280ft. Population: 2200 

Situation and In the region between the Danube and Tisza rivers, 28km/17 miles north of 

Importance Szeged and 10km/6% miles east of the E5 Highway, lies the little town of 

6pusztaszer. According to the ancient chronicles of Hungarian history 
written by the unnamed scribe "Anonymus", it was here that the seven 
tribal chiefs of the invading Magyars, headed by their army commander 
Prince Arpad, held their first legislative national assembly and divided the 
newly conquered country up into settlements. In 1945 a second meeting to 
apportion land was held in this spot, when a symbolic act removed large 
tracts of land from the great landowners, divided them up and parcelled 
them out among small farmers. 


* National Historic Memorial Park (Nemzeti Torteneti Emiekpark} 


Access 


Entrance 


Arpad Memorial 


Garden of Ruins 


In 1970-75 a National Historic Memorial Park was set up on the plot where 
the Magyars were said to have assembled in the year 896 to apportion their 
newly-acquired land. The park is open Apr.-Oct. Tue-Sun. 9am-5pm. It 
lies outside the village of Opusztaszer on the Csongrad-Szeged road; 
1 km/1100yd outside the town a narrow road leads off to the left and goes 
straight to the Memorial Park. 

Entrance to the park is through a richly decorated gateway, the work of the 
contemporary sculptor Istvan Kiss. The bronze relief in the foyer, depicting 
Harvest Thanksgiving, is by the artist Veleria Toth. 

From the entrance a path leads directly to the exit and the Arpad Memorial, 
a gift from the town of Szeged on the occasion of the millennium cele¬ 
brations in 1896. The plans for this Classical temple-style edifice were by 
Gyula Berczik, and the figure of Prince Arpad on his throne is the work of 
Ede Kali os. 

Excavations near the Arpad Memorial revealed remains of the walls of a 
Romanesque Benedictine priory and of a triple-aisled church, as well as 
sculpture fragments. 
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Pannonhalma 



The Round Hall was built in 1987, The intention is that it should house the 
huge panoramic painting "Invasion of the Magyars" by Arpad Feszty 
(1856-1914), which measures some 120m/400ft long and 15m/50ft high. 
The picture was painted for the millennium celebrations in 1896 and was on 
display in a special pavilion in Budapest until it suffered serious damage 
during the siege of the capital in the Second World War. It is currently being 
restored and fixed to a woven backing. 

This Open-air Museum which forms an integral part of the Memorial Park 
brings together into one collection a number of different types of building 
typically found in this region. These include small farms, a fisherman's hut, 
a blacksmith's forge, a harness-maker's and a cooper's workshop, a wind¬ 
mill, a railway station, a small general store, a bakery, church rooms, a 
post-office, a school and various dwellings. 


Pannonhalma C2 


Round Hall 


Open-air Museum 


Region: Gyor-Moson-Sopron 
Altitude: 128m/420ft 
Population: 4000 


Visitors come to Pannonhalma mainly in order to see thefamous abbey of 
St Martin (Szent Marton hegy), the parent abbey and focal point of the 

Benedictine order in Hungary. Monks have '^ ^y'^goVwhen 
present day, apart from a short interruption between 1786 and 1802, when 

the building was secularised. 


Situation and 
"Importance 


Benedictine Abbey of St Martin 

In 996 Grand Prince Geza invited monks to settle h^t was e ma t inly n a ( h 0 eTthen 
he effectively sowed the seed of Christian, ty in what was mainly a heathen 


History 
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Tour 


Church 


Magyar kingdom. According to local tradition this spot was chosen for the 
abbey because St Martin, its patron saint, was born in the year 316 in the 
neighbouring Roman castle of Savaria Sicca (although some say that he 
was in fact born in the Roman town of Savaria, now Szombathely). In 1001 
King Stephen officially founded the abbey and vested it with land and wide 
privileges equal to those enjoyed by the parent abbey of Montecassino in 
Italy. During the time when such spiritual bodies were secularised, espe¬ 
cially in the 16th c„ some prominent church politicians sat on the abbot's 
chair in the abbey, including even Cesare Borgia, a descendant of the 
famous Italian family of that name and the son of Pope Alexander VI. 
During the Turkish wars the abbey became part of the front line of defence 
in Gyor, was besieged several times and finally burned down in 1575, It was 
rebuilt in 1699 after the Turks had withdrawn; the Classical additions and 
renovations which now characterise the building were carried out in the 
early 19th c. 

Visitors may look round the abbey only as part of a guided tour. Open. 
Mon.-Sat. and state holidays 8.30am-4.3Opm, and 1.30-4.3Qpm on reli¬ 
gious holidays. 

Like many Benedictine monasteries, the abbey stands proudly on the top of 
a mound, in this case St Martin's Mount. The entrance to the massive 
complex is in the south, between the grammar school and the residential 
quarters. After passing through a number of adjoining courtyards the 
visitor will arrive at the abbey forecourt, from where there is a magnificent 
view of the Bakony Forest and the Little Plain. The facade is dominated by 
the west tower, 55m/180ft high and built by Janos Packh c. 1830. The 
entrance to the three-storey church is through the door to the right of the 
tower. 


The present church stands on the site of two previous buildings. Of the firs , 
founded in 1001, only the crypt foundations remain, while the red-marbie 
fountain in the cloister is all that survives of the second building which wa 
erected in 1137 after its predecessor had burned down. Under Abbot Una 
a new Late Romanesque/Early Gothic edifice was built in the early 1 Jt ■ 
and consecrated in the presence of King Andreas II in 1224. The * n P 
aisled, groin-vaulted basilica betrays elements of Cistercian architectu 
such as the flat end to the choir, for example - with which the architect, 
become familiar during his stays in Italy. The crypt below the choir, wi 
beautiful vaulted ceiling supported on round pillars, also dates from . ( 
period and is typical of such Benedictine places of worship. Tradition na 
that the niche-seat in the west wall was used by St Stephen, but in, 
of a later date. The Late Gothic vaulting in the choir and the north si 
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Pannonhalma Benedictine Abbey 


chapel are the result of renovations carried out by King Matthias in 1486. At 
the same time he had the cloister built which adjoins the church on the 
south and is very similar in style to the courtyard in the Royal Palace of 
Visegrad. The figures on the corbels of the cross-vaulted roof represent the 
human virtues and vices, such as Humility (head of a cow), Sensuality (a 
female face) or Vanity (a grinning caricature). Also worthy of note is the 
pillared door which was uncovered during restoration work to the south 
wing of the cloister, the entrance to the refectory (no admission). The 
monks entered the south side-aisle of the church through the "Porta Spe- 
ciosa''; with its slender pairs of pillars in red marble and white limestone 
capitals. This is artistically the most important part of the cloister and one of 
thefew Romanesque decorated doorways in Hungary which have survived 
the ravages of time. The scene portrayed in the tympanum shows St Martin 
sharing his cloak with a beggar (19th c.), recognised as the key to his way of 
life. 


In the north wing of the convent lies the library and magnificent Library 
Hall, designed by Franz Engel and Johann Packh ca. 1830, when the west 
tower was built. The hall ceiling is enhanced by a fresco by the Viennese 
artist Josef Kleber which shows Minerva, the protectress of the Arts and 
Sciences. The library boasts a collection of some 330,000 books, manu¬ 
scripts and incunabula, making it one of the largest religious libraries n 
Hungary. Of special importance are the documents kept in the arch 
relating to the history of the state of Hungary and the foundation cha 
Latin of the Benedictine abbey in Tihany (see Lake Ba a on ^ „ 

which there appearforthe very firsttimea considerab enu Qf the 

tan words and suffixes. This makes it the oldest writte P 

Hungarian language. museum with exhibits 

Adjoining the library is an art gallery and a small m 

ranging from early history to the Middle Ages. 


Library 
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Region: Veszprem 
Altitude: 154m/505ft 
Population: 32,300 

Papa, once famous for its colleges, lies 45km/28 miles south-west of Gyor 
where the Bakony Forest adjoins the Little Plain. This important medieval 
fort was first documented in 1051; in 1531 the famous Reformed Church 
was founded. In 1594 the Turks captured the town and it remained in their 
possession until 1683. At the end of the 17th c. Papa was destroyed by fire 
and rebuilt in the 18th c. In thefirst half of the 19th c. a number of watermills 
were built to utilise the power provided by the little Tapolca river, and 
towards the end of the century the textile and tobacco industries became 
established here. 


Although the town has retained much of its medieval defensive structure, 
the buildings in the centre are mainly 18th c. Baroque. Those now to be 
described follow the route going from north to south along the main street 
of F6 utca to Fo ter. 

The Reformed College, at the south end of Marcius 15. ter, was built in 
1894-95. The college, founded in 1531, then moved to a new home from the 
Late Baroque house at Petofi utca 13, where it had been since 1797; prior to 
1797 it had been housed in the Arcade House (see below). The college has 
produced many of the great names in Hungarian history, including the poe 
laureate Sandor Petofi (1823-49) and the Romantic novelist Mor Jokai 


Papa: the Great Church 
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,1g25_i904). The college still takes students as well as housing the library 
of the Reformed Church of Transdanubia (exhibition on the history of the 

0° n Marcius 15. ter stands the new Reformed Church built in 1931-34. 

In 1864 C. F. Kluge from Saxony in Germany founded a specialist blue 
dye-works in Papa and in 1869 built himself a house at Marcius 15. t6r. The 
latter is now a museum (Kekfesto muzeum) in which the visitor can see the 
old factory machinery, still complete and in working order, as well as some 
examples of blue printed material (open: daily 10am-4pm). 

The Baroque Church of Our Lady at No. 10 Fo utca was built in 1737-42 for 
the Pauline order and became the property of the Benedictines in 1805. 
Elliptical in shape, the single-aisled church contains some fine artistic 
Rococo furnishings (main altar, choir-stalls, pulpit) which the Paulines 

installed. The ceiling frescos date from 1868 . 


The Reformats Egyhaztorteneti Muzeum is housed in the old Reformed 
Church (1783-84), a simple building in the 18th c. plait style in the courtyard 
of the Reformed Presbytery at Fo utca 6. The Edict of Tolerance issued by 
Emperor Joseph III allowed the building of Protestant churches only if they 
had no tower and were within an enclosed courtyard. Note the Rococo 
pulpit in the galleried interior. 


Dominating the main square (Fo ter) stands the Great Church, dedicated to 
St Stephen (the martyr, not St Stephen the King as is so often the case in 
Hungary). In the Late Baroque/Classical 18th c. plait style and very impos¬ 
ing for a parish church, it was built in 1774-86 first by Jakob Fellner 
(1722-80), the Eszterhazy's own architect, and after his death by Josef 
Grossmann. The designs were drawn up by Franz Anton Pifgram, In the 
tympanum can be seen the coat-of-arms of the founder, Karoly Eszterhazy, 
and above the gable stands a statue of St Stephen by J. A. Messerschmidt 
of Bratislava, flanked by angels. The fine frescos in the Bohemian vaulted 
ceiling were painted by Franz Anton Maulbertsch and portray the life of St 
i e P^ en ' the grey monochrome relief paintings in the spandrels are mod¬ 
elled on those in the church of San Stephano Rotondo in Rome. Maul- 
bertsch was also responsible for the wall-paintings in the Chapel of Our 
Lady (to the left of the choir) and in the sacristy. The main altar-piece ("The 
Stoning of St Stephen", by the Viennese artist Hubert Maurer; 1785) is 
funked by marble statues of the canonised Kings Stephen and Ladislaus by 
the Viennese sculptor Philipp Jakob Prokop. The cedarwood pulpit and 
pews are also very beautiful. 

Of the many pretty town residences on Fo utca and Fo ter special mention 
wust be made of the Baroque house at No. 12, built inthe second half of the 
18th c. The side facing the square has 19th c. Neo-Gothic features, while in 
front of the ground floor on Ruszek utca is an attractive row of arcades and 
shops. 


In a park on the north side of Fo ter stands Eszterhazy Palace, built in 
1783-84 by Josef Grossmann (1747-85) using materials salvaged from a 
m edieval castle. It was in this horseshoe-shaped building that Otto Nicolai, 
when a guest of the Es 2 terhazys, composed parts of his opera ' The Merry 
Wives of Windsor". At the end of the east wing lies the chapel, with a fresco 
D Y Maulbertsch. Some beautiful Baroque fireplaces and stoves have 

survived. 

Today the palace is home to a cultural centre and the municipal museum 
ar, d art gallery (open: daily 9am-6pm). 


The Way of the Cross (Kalvaria) along Gyori ut leading north ^om Fo ter 
existed as long ago as the end of the 17th c. and was given 'tsp^entform 

'five Stations of the Cross with painted wooden figures and a 

between 1740 and 1746. 


Museum of 
Textile Printing 


Benedictine 

Church 


Reformed Church 
Historical Museum 


* Great Church 


Arcade House 


Eszterhazy 

Palace 


Way of 
the Cross 


239 

Scanned by CamScanner 


Pecs 


St John of 
Nepomuk 

The Nepomuk Statue (1753) on Gyori ut shows the saint in an unusual 
manner; a soldier in armour is raising his arm to strike down the kneelina 
form of St John, whereas according to tradition he died by falling from a 
bridge into the Vltava river. The Eszterhazy coat-of-arms can be seen on the 
base of the statue. 

Mills 

Of the 22 watermills which were once driven by the Tapolca river only afew 
restored ones remain, as the river has dried up. In their day they provided 
power for paper-mills and various other factories (e.g. the blue dye-works 
mentioned above) as well as corn-mills. 

Pecs 

D3 

Situation and 
♦Importance 

Region: Baranya 

Altitude: 180m/590ft 

Population: 170,000 

The visitor will be attracted to Pecs both by the climate and by the charm of 
this town on the slopes of the Mecsek Mountains in southern Transdanu- 
bia It also boasts a large number of first-rate historical buildings and works 
of art, ranging from Early Christian burial chambers to Turkish mosques, 
secular and religious buildings dating from medieval and later times and 
contemporary art exhibitions. 

History 

There are signs of human habitation in the Pecs region dating back to the 

Late Stone Aqe. On the site of a 5th c. b.c. Celtic vi 1 lage the Romans founded 
a settlement called Sopianae, and in the 3rd c. this was e '®™“ d p “ * . 

statusof administrative capital of the part of the province known 

nia Valeria, In the 9 th c. the town already boasted five Chrishan churchy 

indicated in its Latin name of Quinque Basilrcae (Five Churches). In 1 
c.pnhpn founded the P6cs diocese. After being attacked by the Mongols in 

culturally 1367 became the°seat°of tlw^ountrys fhstu^nre^hn 

^Nta^y V governor it^ecam^a 1 lively town^teppedlin^Tm-ki^cuiture with 

Ire^ui-ksha^beer^hl'ei^outthe'indigenoi^'Hungarian 

Culture 

a5s»*=5S«S 

of modern ballet. The University was re-established in S ci- 

offers courses in medicine, law, philology, techn ca' ® P e CS isalso 

ences and is one of the most renowned Swabians", who 

the cultural centre of the Germans, known as the Da 
have settled here since the 18th century. 

Economy 

Important industries in P6cs include uranium and ° ° a )" 1 naV 
making, the leather industry and the manufacture °[P or ? „i:mate aids 
Ceramics). Along the lower stretches of the Mecsek the rmla 
the cultivation of excellent grapes. 
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inner town centre 

The medieval market place, the irregular shape and sloping situation of **Szechenyi ter 
which make it particularly interesting and attractive, is today the bustling 
centre of Pecs. It is named after the Hungarian statesman and reforming 
politician Istvan Szechenyi (1791-1860; see Famous People). 

The Town Hall on the south side of the square (Szechenyi t6r 1) will be Town Hall 
recognised by its tall, slender tower. Originally built in 1710, it was con¬ 
verted to its present Baroque style in 1907. 

Also on the narrow southern side of the square, in front of the Church of 
Mercy, stands this art nouveau fountain with its fluorescent eosin glaze. 

'he water spurts out of the mouths of four animals around the sides, 
rected in 1912, the fountain is in memory of Vilmos Zsolnay, the foun 
°' *he Zsolnay factory. 

On the east side of the square, at Szechenyi ter 11, towers the 
building (1720) with twelve rows of windows which was first a Jesui 
then a Cistercian priory. It is now a grammar school. 

Rlch in tradition, the Hotel Nador at Szechenyi ter 15 on the west side of the 
Sc iuare was rebuilt in the early 20th century. 


Zsolnay Fountain 


Jesuit College 


Hotel Nador 
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1563 



17th—18th c. 


□ 20th c. 


1 Turkish part of the Church 

2 Mihrab 

3 Triumphal Arch 

4 Sacristy 

5 St Main's Chapel 



* Central 
Parish Church 
(Dschami 
of Pasha 
Gasi Kassi 


Trinity Column 


Equestrian 
statue of 
Janos Hunyadi 

Jokai ter, 
Ferencesek utca 


Ktr&ly utca 


The centre of Szechenyi ter is dominated by the Central Parish Church of St 
Mary; it was at one time the town's chief mosque, having been built by 
Pasha Kassim on the same site as and using the stones from an old 
Romanesque church of St Bartholomew. After the Turks withdrew the 
Jesuits renovated it in the Baroque style and used it as a church; in 1939-42 
it was restored to its original condition and a semicircular north-west 
porch was added and this is now the main entrance to the church. The 
Turkish dome construction is particularly impressive-the main structure, 
square in plan, is surmounted by a stalactite-vaulted roof followed by an 
octagonal tambour structure which in turn is topped by the 28m/92ft high 
green dome. Note also the typical Islamic feature of the prayer-niche 
( mihrab ) facing Mecca, on the south wall near the main entrance, ihe 
Islamic crescent can be seen shining below the cross on the green dome. 

In the centre of the square near the church stands the Trinity Column or 
Plague Column; it was built by Gyorgy Kiss in 1908 and is modelled on the 
original which was donated by the good people of Pecs after being saved 
from an epidemic of plague in 1710-14, but was later destroyed. 


The large equestrian statue of Janos Hunyadi, conqueror of the Turks was 
unveiled in 1956 on the 500th anniversary of his death. It is the work ot the 
Hungarian sculptor P4I Patzay (1896-1979). 


The small-town quarter between Szechenyi ter and Klimo Gyula (prev - 
ously Landler Jeno utca) is charmingly picturesque. Jokai ter is a delighttu 
little street on which will be found the "Moor" chemist's shop, named atter 
the wooden statues of Moors outside. It is the oldest chemist s shop i 
Pecs, having been established in 1697. Inside can be seen the original 
fittings and utensils supplied by the Zsofnay factory in 1897, The ne 
classical building opposite is the "White Elephant" inn, steeped ‘Htradition 
and easily recognisable by its original sign hanging outside. The 
Baroque vaulted ceiling in the coffee-house of the restaurant is suppo 
by a 13th c. cluster-column which was introduced at a later date. 

At the western end of pretty Ferencesek utcaja (formerly Sallai utca) lies 
Franciscan priory, which was used as a mosque during the Turkish 
When the Turks left the Franciscan again took it over and in 1758 they du 
the Baroque church which still stands, although altered in the 19th century. 


Kiraly utca, formerly Kossuth Lajos utca, enters Szechenyi ter. Now a 
pedestrian zone and a busy shopping street,, Kiraly utca has retained mos 
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of its original buildings. At the square end of the street the art nouveau 
building of the Hotel Palatinus (1916) will immediately catch the visitor's 
eye. Restored at great expense in 1989, this top-class hotel is magnificent 
both inside and out. After a few yards the street widens out into Szi nhaz ter. 
Here stands the Pecs National Theatre (theatre, opera, ballet). Built in 
1893-95 in a mix of historical styles, it has recently been renovated. Its 
modern and distinctive productions have earned the ballet company an 
international reputation. At the eastern end of the pedestrian zone stands 
the Baroque church of St Pauline with its twin-towered front. 


" Cathedral Precincts and Surroundings 

In the north-west corner of the once fortified Old Town of Pecs fie the 
cathedral precincts with a number of important buildings and historical 
monuments. Below the cathedral square and in the courtyards of the 
houses at Apaca utca (formerly Geislsr Eta utca) 8 and 14 will be found 
some graves dating from the 3rd and 4th c, a, and numbering among the 
most important surviving examples of Early Christian culture in Hungary. 
Dom ter (Cathedral Square) was laid out in the 19th c. It climbs up to the 
Cathedral in several steps and its beautiful trees, path-ways and park 
benches make it a popular rendezvous with both locals and tourists. On the 
highest point of the square towers the massive Neo-Romanesque 

Cathedral, 


[*}late Roman period there was probably a burial chapel on the J^ e 
! he P^sent Cathedral; some of the graves on the E arly Christian cemetery 
, ave been uncovered and can be seen by visitors (see below). . 

destroyed the first episcopal church and the adjoining ^^nthe new 
belonging to the diocese which had been founded in 1009. Work on _ 
IQ cesan church, a triple-aisled columned basilica with aps 


■Cathedral 
of St Peter 
(Szekesegyhaz) 
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Pecs: St Peter's Cathedral 


side, a raised choir and four corner towers, lasted until well into the 12thc. 
The building was clearly influenced by North Italian Baroque and the 
interior furnishings were the work of local sculptors and stone-masons in 
co-operation with master-builders from Dalmatia-which was then part of 
the Magyar empire - and Lombardy. In the 14th and 15th c., after having 
suffered severe damage in Mongol attacks, the church was given Gothic 
vaulted roofs in place of the original flat ones. During the Turkish occupa¬ 
tion of Pecs it was used as a mosque and its crypt as an arms store. After the 
Turks withdrew there were plans to convert it in the Baroque style, but it 
was the mid-1700s before this came to fruition. By the early 19th c. the 
Cathedral was in extremely poor condition, and the measures carried out 
under the supervision of the Hungarian architect Mihaly Pollack who added 
a second facade in 1805-30 in an attempt to prevent the outer walls from 
collapsing, did little to improve matters. Between 1882 and 1891 the church 
was completely rebuilt, to plans of the Viennese architect Friedrich 
Schmidt, and the result is what we see today. In accordance with contem¬ 
porary ideas regarding the preservation of historical buildings, his brief 
was to reconstruct a supposedly Romanesque cathedral by retaining just 
the base structure and ground plan while in all other respects producing a 
completely new Neo-Romanesque edifice. The architect collected together 
all the existing architectural sculptures and stored them in the lapidarium 
(see below); they were used as models by Gyorgy Zata when he designed 
the reliefs for the north and south passageways into the crypt. The i high- 
altar is also a copy of the Romanesque original. Some well-known 19tn c. 
Hungarian artists contributed to the interior furnishings; they included 
Karoly Antal (the statues of the Apostles on the south front), Gyorgy Kiss 
(relief in the tympanum above the south door showing Our Lady sur¬ 
rounded by Hungarian saints), Karoly Lotz (frescoes in various chapels) 
and others. A particularly valuable 16th c. item of furnishing is the early 
16th c. round-arched tabernacle of red marble in the Corpus Christ! Chapel 
on the south-west side of the cathedral, which Bishop Gyorgy Szathmary of 
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Pecs later had converted to an altar. In that same chapel stands a brass font 
(1792) in Hungarian Baroque style. The beautiful alabaster epitaph in the 
Chapel of Our Lady in the north-west of the cathedral was made in Rome in 
the 17th century. 

The original building sculptures, which were removed from the church Lapidarium 
during the renovation work carried out in 1881-92, are stored in the Lapida¬ 
rium east of the Cathedral and can be seen by visitors. They include the 
west door, which was made from Roman gravestones, the reliefs from the 
crypt entrance and the 12th c. Altar of the Holy Cross. 


On the cathedral forecourt stand two imposing buildings. On the left is the Bishop's Palace, 

Bishop's Palace, built in 19th c, Neo-Renaissance style, and on the right Archive, 

the Baroque cathedral archive (1780-83); when the latter was being built Pannonius Statue, 

the graves of the first known Early Christian cemetery were unearthed (see Barbican 

below}. Since 1972 a bronze statue of Janus Pannonius, carved by the 

Hungarian sculptor Miklos Borsos to mark the 500th anniversary of the 

great humanist's death, has stood in the former cathedral gardens to 

the south and west of the Bishop's Palace. The Barbican (round bastion) at 

the end of the road to the park was built at the end of the 15th c. and served 

to strengthen further the fortified ''castle'' precinct at the south-west 

entrance. At that time the south "castle” wall ran along the route of the 

present-day Janus Pannonius utca. 


In 1975-76, at the point where Janus Pannonius utca cuts through Domter, **Early Christian 

archaeologists stumbled upon the foundations of a chapel and east apse, Mausoleum 
and under it a 4th c. Roman burial chamber. The walls of the chapel now (Oskereszteny 
stand above ground level, but the burial chamber remains below ground. Mauzoleum) 

The entrance to the latter by way of a covered staircase to the left of the 
chapel (open: Tue.-Sun. 10am-6pm) first leads into a small exhibition 
room documenting the archaeological dig. The burial chamber itself has a 
barrel-vaulted roof and three sarcophagi; its walls are decorated with 
naturalistic frescos in painted frames portraying Adam and Eve and Daniel 
in the Lion's Den; they date from the second half of the 4th c. and are very 
similar to those found in the catacombs of Rome. 



Early Christian Mausoleum 
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Some more underground burial chambers have been unearthed close to 
the cathedral, but to date only that on the right-hand side of Dorn ter (down 
the slope on the south side of the archive building) is open to the public. Not 
yet open to visitors are the Celia Trichora, a catacomb with three conches 
(semi-circular vaulted roofs) and fragments of a mosaic floor on the wes‘t 
side of the cathedral, Chambers 1 and 2 (also with wall-paintings) to the 
south of the cathedral, and the most unusual catacomb below the archive 
building, called Celia Septichora because of its seven apses. 

In the rear courtyards of the houses at Apaca utca 8 and 14 (open: Tue- 
Sun. 10am-4pm); can also be seen through the glass walls at other times) 
archaeologists have uncovered parts of an Early Christian necropolis 
around a chapel, consisting of three burial chambers and 110 Late Roman 
graves. It is attractively and informatively presented with explanatory 
boards (Apaca utca 4). 

Kaptalan utca, to the east of the cathedral precincts, is a delightful street 
lined with stately old buildings, once the residences of the cathedral can¬ 
ons. No. 1 is the oldest house in the town; it is first mentioned in the town 
records as having been the provost's house in 1324. It is likely that the 
vaulted entrance and the first-floor window, both with Gothic niche-seats, 
date from that time. The restored Renaissance windows on the first floor 
are evidence of renovations carried out in the early 16th c.; the west 
extension, originally an open loggia, was added in the 18th c. The Baroque 
immaculate above the entrance is also from that period. The Zsolnay 
Collection and a selection of works by the sculptor Amerigo Tot are taste¬ 
fully displayed in its beautiful rooms (see Museums below). 


The various departments of the Janus Pannonius Municipal Museum are 
distributed among a number of buildings in the town centre. The Archae¬ 
ological Department is housed in an 18th c. plait style building behind the 
former mosque at Szechenyi ter 12; it documents in an impressive manner 
the long history of human settlement in the Baranya region. Among the 
outstanding exhibits are the remains of a Early Stone Age settlement 
(c 60,000 b.c.), relics of a Late Stone Age culture found on Mount Makar, 
together with Celtic and Bronze Age finds from Mount Jakab (open: Tue.- 
Sun 10am-6pm). The Folk Art and Natural History Departments will be 
found at Rakoczi utca 15 and 64 respectively. As already mentioned above, 
the oldest house in Pecs at Kaptalan utca 2 houses the Arts and Crafts 
collection, together with examples of the work of the Hungarian sculptor 
Amerigo Tot on the ground floor; on the upper floor is the Zsolnay Museum 
containing numerous pots and receptacles and other objects made in the 
famous Pecs factory of that name. The varied and beautifully presented 
exhibits provide a most impressive record of the firm's technical achieve¬ 
ments. The various forms and types of pottery on display reflect the rriany 
changes in style and taste which occurred within the framework of this 
form of European art during the late 19th c. (open: Tue.-Sun. lOam-lpm 
and 3-6pm). 

Kaptalan utca 3 is a simple neo-classical dwelling situated diagonally 
opposite the Zsolnay Museum; it was here that the artist Victor Vasarely 
(actually Gyozo Vasarhelyi; see Famous People) was born in 1908. He spent 
much of his life in France, but bequeathed to his home town some IbU 
paintings and drawings, which provide an interesting insight into the worK 
of this founder of the Op-Art school. 

The large-scale paintings by Tivadar Csontvary Kosztka (1853-1919) are 
now on permanent exhibition in a beautiful Neo-Renaissance corner- 
house built in 1894 at Janus Pannonius utca 11. Csontvary, a chemist by 
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f sion did not begin to paint until he was 41 years of age. His pictures, 
P r ° j ' co iour and fabulous forms, show the influence of modern 
fU ting styles yet retain a clear individuality all of their own. 


t door, at Kaptalan utca 5, the visitor can see a fine collection of works 
h Endre Nemes, who was born in Pecsvarad in 1909 and emigrated to 
France. His vast canvasses reflect the influence of Symbolism (open: Tue- 
Sun. I 0 am- 6 pm). 


Ferenc Martyn (1899-1986) was an abstract painter. Some of his work is on 
display in his former house and studio at Kaptalan utca 6 (open: Tue.-Sun. 
10 am- 6 pm). 


The comprehensive collections of the Modern Hungarian Gallery combine 
works of contemporary Hungarian artists with those of earlier 20th c, 
painters. The exhibition is housed partly in the Baroque house, formerly 
the cathedral canon's residence, at Kaptalan utca 4, and partly in the 
exhibition rooms at Szabadsag utca 2 (open: Tue.-Sun. noon- 6 pm). 


Two sections of Pecs' old system of underground workings are now used 
by the Mining Museum (Maria utca 9, formerly Deryne utca; open: Tue.- 
Sun. 9am-5pm) to demonstrate the technology of coal and uranium 
mining in the Mecsek Mountains. 

Exhibits displayed in the Municipal History Museum at Felsomalom utca 9 
(open: Tue.-Sun. 10 am- 6 pm) provide information on the history of the 
town of Pecs from the end of the 17th c. to the Second World War, as well as 
on the development of the local leather industry. 


Other places of interest 

This classical building on Szepesy utca (formerly Leonardo da Vinci utca 3 ) 
was designed by the Pecs architect Jozsef Piacsek in 1830. It has four 
Tuscan columns and a tympanum in the centre of the fagade. The Library 
(Egyetemi konyvtar) houses large numbers of codices and incunabula. 

It is just a short walk to the south-western corner of the town centre and to 
this Mosque, with its twelve-sided 23m/75ft high minaret at Rakoczi utca 2 . 
Thanks to the excellent way in which it has been preserved it ranks among 
the major buildings of the Turkish period. The edifice is rectangular in plan 
with a massive square prayer-hall surmounted by a flat roof with an octa¬ 
gonal drum-dome. The outer walls are pierced by narrow pointed windows 
which provide some relief to the otherwise plain natural stone exterior. 
Apart from the restrained ornamentation and stalactite decoration the 
interior, too, is quite plain. The wall facing Mecca contains the obligatory 
rnihrab, or prayer-niche, The little museum in the mosque is very 

informative. 

In 1869 the Jewish community built their synagogue in the southern part of 
the town centre. It holds up to 1000 people, and is open to visitors except 
when services are being conducted. 

In the garden of a children's hospital at Nyar utca 8 in the west of Pecs 
stands another Turkisk edifice, a small Mohammedan turban-stone chapel 
W) th an ogival doorway (Idrisz Baba turbeje), dating from 1591 Jt is in 
memory of Idris Baba ("Baba", roughly translated, means "father , and is 
an honorary title bestowed on older men) who is venerated as a saint 

ec ause of his wisdom. 

From Szechenyi ter it is a pleasant walk north-east to Tettye ter, a 
e *cursion spot at the foot of the Mecsek Mountains with a beautitu 
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Zsolnay Fountain ... ... and Zsolnay Museum 


over the town. In a park can be seen the ruins of an early 16th c. Renais¬ 
sance palace, which was inhabited by dervishes during the period of 
Turkish rule. 


Surroundings 


Mecsek Mountains To the north of Pecs the Mecsek Mountains rise to a height of 680m/2232ft. 

(Mecsek hegyseg) The oldest traces of human settlement in Baranya (c, 60,000 b.c.) were 
found in caves in this central mountain range; these finds are now in the 
Janus Pannonius Museum in Pecs. The mild climate encourages the grow¬ 
ing of grape-vines and even Mediterranean-type fruits on the southern 
slopes. The thick deciduous forests, criss-crossed with paths and well 
provided with resting-places and shelters, are very popular with hikers. 
From the terrace of the television tower on the Misina Peak (534m/1752ft) 
there are fine views of Pecs and of the Drava beyond. On the way up to the 
peak there is a zoo and a leisure park. 

Manfa 10km/6 miles north of Pecs, on Road 66, lies the village of Manfa, which 

dates back to the 12th c. Delightfully situated just outside the village stands 
its Romanesque church (The Visitation of Mary), construction of which was 
commenced in the 13th c. and completed in the Gothic manner in the 
14th/15th c. Like many small churches of its type, it consists of a square 
nave with a rectangular east choir and a westtower. The stone-framed door 
has a Gothic pointed arch. 

Sikonda 4km/2’/2 miles beyond Manfa, in the midst of the hilly woodland country¬ 

side of the Mecsek Mountains, lies the holiday resort and spa town of 
Sikonda. When searching for coal in 1928 a thermal spring was discovered, 
and this pretty bathing resort has now grown up around it, 

Kom i6 As well as being a holiday region the Mecsek Mountains are also a major 

iron-ore and coal mining centre, and unfortunately this is strikingly appar- 
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ent when visiting Komlo (250m/820ft; pop. 30,630). The coal required for 
the Dunaujv^ros steelworks has been mined here since 1950, with the 
result that a quiet Ittle town of 6000 inhabitants has become a grey mining 
town with smoking chimneys and monotonous modern housing estates. In 
an old cemetery on a hill above the town's cultural centre lie the ruins of of a 
15th c. Gothic church, of which only the font has survived. 

An excursion to these two villages north-west of Pecs will be found reward- Orfu, 

ing. In Orfu the lakes will prove attractive to bathers and anglers, while in Abaiiget 

Abaliget there are guided tours of the 600m/660yd long dripstone cave. 


Szigetvar 

Szigetvar is a provincial town of 12,000 inhabitants, situated 34km/21 miles 
west of Pecs. The legendary defence of its castle against overwhelming 
Turkish odds has won this little town a permanent place in Hungarian 
history. In the summer of 1566 the 2400-strong garrison of this marshland 
town (Szigetvar means "island castle") held out for a whole month against 
a besieging force of 100,000 Turks before finally succumbing. In the course 
of the siege the Turkish army, led by Sultan Suleiman II, lost more than 
20,000 men; the commander of the castle, Count Miklos Zrinyi (1508-66) 
and all his men were killed. A great-grandson of the Count, the poet and 
army commander Miklos Zrinyi the Younger (1620-64), who also fought 
against the Turks, composed a literary monument to this heroic deed in the 
form of his epic poem "The Siege of Sziget". 

After finally storming the castle the Turks took possession of the "Sziget- Castle 
var" and repaired the damage it had suffered. Surrounded by meadows 
and hedgerows, only a few sections of the castle have survived, but these 
are sufficient to show what the original structure must have looked like. The 
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8m/26ft high and 3-4m/10-13ft thick walls and the four massive defensive 
towers enclosed an area of 8*5ha/21% acres. Only the inner castle and a 
later Baroque tower have been able to withstand the ravages of time. A 
museum (open: Tue.-Sun. 10am-6pm) provides information about the 
time when it stood alone against the Turkish army. 

In 1015 King Stephen I founded one of Hungary's first Benedictine abbeys 
at the foot of the 682m/2238ft high Mount Zengo, the highest peak in the 
Mecsek mountain range, about 20km/12’/2 miles north-west of Pecs. The 
abbey, which was rebuilt in the Baroque manner c. 1730, is now a hotel and 
museum. Of the Romanesque abbey church only the lower floor has sur¬ 
vived. The "Maidens' Market", a traditional folk festival, takes place here in 
the month of October every other year. 

A further 10km/6% miles along Road 6 lies the village of Mecseknadasd, 
where in 1717 families from Hessen in Germany settled, to be followed 
later by more from Alsace-Lorraine and Styria (south-east Austria). There is 
a small local museum dedicated to the culture and traditional trades of 
these "Hungaro-Germans". 

Beyond Mecseknadasd a narrow road on the right leads to Ofalu. Hidden 
among the hills, this village was founded by German settlers in the 18th c. 
Thanks to its secluded location (it was 1973 before it was linked to the 
outside world by a proper tarred road) their descendants have succeeded 
in retaining their original dialect and peasant culture. A small farm has 
been made into a local museum. 

Siklos, Mohacs, Harkany, Villany. See entries 


D 2 


Region: Pest. Population: 8500 


Situation and Founded in the 15th c. and 

Importance formerly part of Serbia, this 

small town's attractions in¬ 
clude one of the most beau¬ 
tiful Greek Orthodox 
churches in Hungary and 
the Baroque castle which 
belonged to Prince Eugen 
of Savoy, who defeated the 
Turks. Rackeve is situated 
on Csepel (see Buda¬ 
pest, Surroundings), the 
50km/31 mile-long island in 
the Danube, a popular re¬ 
sort for the citydwellers. 

^Serbian church About the mid-15th c. the 
Serbs, fleeing from the 
approaching Turks, settled 
on the island and built an 
Orthodox church which 
was consecrated in 1487. 
Structurally this well pre¬ 
served building has the ap¬ 
pearance of a Christian Late 
Gothic church but with the 
division of the church into 
three being more in keep¬ 
ing with Orthodox liturgy 
(vestibule for the women, 
nave for the male congre- 



Frescos in the Serbian Church 
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nation and the apse divided off by the iconostasis for the clergy). Particu¬ 
larly impressive are the apparently Byzantine frescos on the walls and 
vaulting (1765-71) by the artist Todor Gruntovics. Concealed beneath is a 
15th c. painting which is currently being exposed. Beginning on the south¬ 
ern wall of the nave is the Life and Passions of Christ and on the west wall 
the Last Judgment. In the centre of the vaulting surrounded by angels is 
Christ the pancreator giving his blessing. The church decor also dates from 
the 18th c. with a valuable iconostasis from 1768. 

Following his glorious campaigns Prince Eugen of Savoy, to whom the Savoy Palace 
Habsburgs were indebted for the victory in 1697 over the Turks at Zenta, 
built a summer residence in Rackeve (1700/02), in the centre of his estates! 

He engaged no less an architect than Johann Lukas von Hildebrandt (1668- 
1745), who ranks alongside Johann Bernhard Fischer von Erlach as the 
most important representative of Austrian High Baroque and went down in 
art history as the architect behind the Belvedere in Vienna. Rackeve Palace 
was his first great commission, so to speak his debut as a builder of 
magnificent mansions, from which he went on to command extensive 
knowledge. The palace (known as "House of Architecture" today) is sit¬ 
uated in the Kossuth utca north of the Danube bridge and can only be 
visited from the grounds. The focal point of the three winged building 
around a courtyard (both the stable blocks down to the road are a later 
addition by Andreas Mayerhoffer) is the prominent central ressaut with the 
coat of arms of Prince Eugen in the tympanu m. The balustrade is decorated 
with statues of Greek gods and heroes which reflect the virtues of the 
Prince. The octagonal tambour of the central ressaut was originally 
covered by an attic roof which was burnt down and replaced by the dome at 
the beginning of the 19th c. The central ressaut conceals the large hall 
which has two smaller adjoining rooms for functions. Behind is the open 
hall, known as the Sala Terrana, which leads to the gardens at the rear. 


Surroundings 

A visit to Rackeve should include a short detour to 6sca, which is situated Ocsa 

about 35km/28 miles north of Rackeve and only 5km/3 miles from the E5 'Romanesque 

Budapest-Kecskemet road and can be reached via Kiskunlachaza and church 

Bugyi. Surrounded by small thatched farmhouses the Late Romanesque 

church from the first hatf of the 13th c, is a solid well-fortified building with 

twofagaded towers and a prominent transept. Itwas built as the church of a 

Premonstratensian abbey and adopted by the reformed community in the 

middle of the 16th c. The late 13th c. frescos in the choir were exposed in the 

19th c. (apostles, Saint Nicholas and Saint George, scenes from the life of 

the holy king Ladislaus and the Last Judgment). 


Salgotarjan 

See Balassagyarmat, Surroundings 


Sarospatak G 1 


Region: Borsod-Abauj-Zemplen 
Attitude: 96m/314ft. Population: 15,200 

Sarospatak lies on the southern edge of the Zemplin range of hills, in the Situation and 
c entre of the historic wine-growing area of Tokaj-Hegyalja. The main sight m P° 

°f this small town is the famous Renaissance castle above the Bodrog river, 

Witch has played an important part in Hungarian history. Since the found- 
ln 9 of the Reformed College in the 16th c. Calvinistteaching has flourished. 
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Sarospatak 

History 


The area around 
Sarospatak was al¬ 
ready populated at 
the time of the 
Magyar acquisition. 
Up until the end of 
the 14th c. the town 
belonged to the 
crown,then itwasthe 
property of the 
Paloczi family and 
from 1526 Prince 
Peter Perenyi. During 
the Thirties and For¬ 
ties of the 16th c. he 
extended the castle, 
built a town wall and 
founded a school 
which was to become 
the Reformed 

College. 

In 1616 the Rakoczi, a 
Transylvanian royal 
house, inherited 
Sarospatak as the 
dowry of Susanna 
Lorantffy, and be¬ 
came masters of the 
castle and town. The 
castle, which was 
extended in Renais¬ 
sance style, became 
their favourite re¬ 


Slation 



sidence. 

In the 17th and 18th c. resistance against the rule of the Habsburgs was 
continually flaring up in Sarospatak. Among those who met in the castle 
were supporters of the Wesselenyt conspiracy. Ferenc II Rakoczi (see 

Famous People), the instigator of the Hungarian struggle for independence 

known as the Kuruzzen uprising), made the town his headquarters and in 
1708 made the castle into the state parliament. He fled abroad from here in 

1710, a year before the end of the uprising. 

Sarospatak went to the Habsburgs who installed various noble families as 
lords of the castle. 


Sights 

* Castle (Var) 
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This imposing castle (Kadar Kata utca) lies to the south of 
:he castle grounds with its gardens and fortified walls stretch' f r °"V 
(adarKata utca to the bank of the Bodrog river. lt!S best to cross tI t eB 9 

Defore visiting the castle (the castle entrance is on the west side) and Iook a 
hp Comdex from The opposite side of the river* m i _ 

rhe oldest part of the castle is the so-called Red Tower iVorostorony 
;ix-storied building with corner turrets. It was extended into a keep _a 
;nd of the 15th c. by the former owners, the Paloc 2 i family and aroun 
w Prince Peter Perenyi into residential quarters in Renaissance style ( 
■ently under renovation). Rooms worth seeing in the Red Tower are he 
ormer chapel on the second floor and the so-called "Great Palace on ti* 
loor above with fine Renaissance decoration. Perenyi also burl 
storeyed wing with arcades on the ground floor, which today t 
jast wing of the castle (also known as the Perenyi wing). ..... Q f 

Jnder Prince Gyorgy Rakoczi I the castle was extended by the aaamoi 
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four wings around a courtyard. The east wing and the Red Tower are 
connected by the lorantffy loggia (1645), named afterthe lady of the castle, 
which faces the west entrance to the courtyard, and is reached by a covered 
staircase. The elegant arcades of the loggia, which are continued into the 
narrow stairway, together with the richly decorated openings of the Pere- 
nyi wing constitute a fine example of Renaissance architecture in Hungary. 

The present day appearance of the castle is the result of alterations by later 
owners, particularly the Bretzenheim family (early 19th c.}. 

The restored rooms of the castle house the so-called Rakoczi Museum Rakoczi Museum 
(open: daily except Mon. 10am-6pm). The main focus of the exhibition is 
the documentation of the national struggle for independence and the 
history of the Rakoczi dynasty; other exhibits include furniture from the 
16th—19 th c., works from the glass foundries nearby, everyday objects from 
wine-growing and pressing in Hegyalja and some examples of the famous 
pottery from Sarospatak. The top floor of the east wing contains a particu- 
larly fine room of historic significance, the Sub Rosa Room, ornately deco¬ 
rated in stucco (17th c.}, where the leaders of the anti-Habsburg Wesselenyi 
conspiracy met. 

The tree-lined Kadar Kata utca was once the main axis of the walled town Kadar Kata utca 

joining the castle with the parish church. After leaving the castle the visitor 

should stop at the Trinity monastery on the left hand side of the road. A 

h °tel (Borostyan) now stands behind its historic walls, which still retains 

Ojuch of the atmosphere of the monastery with its basic furnishings. 

■he parish church of the "Immaculate Conception", which originally joined Parish church 
lrec tly on to the north town wall, at the northern end of the Kadar Kata 
uica, was built as a Gothic basilica and rebuilt at the close of the 15th c. as a 
“ip!e-naved church. Of interest are the tombstones in the north nave and 
he Baroque high altar with the representation of the Immaculate Con- 
option in the altarpiece. To the south of the church the foundations of a 
r ound chapel from the 11th c., possibly that of a royal residence, can be 
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Reformed College 


Modern 

architecture 
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centre 


seen. The modern bronze sculpture on the square in front of the parish 
church is the work of the Hungarian sculptor Imre Varga in memory 0 f <5 
Elisabeth (1207-31), later married to the Landgrave of Thuringia, dauahte 
of the Arpad King Andreas II. 

Outside of the medieval town, on the Rakoczi ut, stands the building of the 
Reformed College (Reformatus Kollegium) built between 1806-22 now a 
school, This 16th c. educational institution begun by Prince Peter Perenvi 
developed in the 17th c. through the engagement of Zsuzsanna Lorantffy 
wife of the Transylvanian Prince Gyorgy Rakoczi, to become one of the 
leading Calvinist colleges in Hungary. From 1650 to 1654 the humanist and 
pedagogue Johann Amos Comenius from Moravia (1592 to 1670) was a 
profesor at the college. The jewel of the classical building is the two-storey 
library with a gallery designed by Mihaly Pollack. The library contains over 
2000 manuscripts and 200,000 books (guided tours only booked at the 
tourist office). A 7ha/42 acres park with beautiful old trees, assorted flora 
and sculptures by the patrons and famous scholars surrounds the college. 
The two-storey Late Baroque building in the courtyard (1771/72) houses a 
small museum which displays the scientific collection of the Reformed 
College and documents the life and works of Johann Amos Comenius, 
together with craft exhibits. 

As well as the historical buildings there are interesting examples of modern 
Hungarian architecture to be seen in this provincial town, such as the 
residential and commercial centre in the Rakoczi utca. This unconventional 
building, composed of individual cubes, with its unusual sloping windows 
and hood-like roofs, looks like a collection of goblins - a welcome contrast 
to the miserable prefabricated buildings left by socialism which fill in the 
gaps between historic buildings in many of Hungary's towns. The architect 
Ervin Nagy is a pupil of Imre Makovecz, who designed the neighbouring 
cultural centre (Muvelodesi kospont) in the Eotvos utca, 

Makovecz belongs to the founders of a new "school of architecture" in 
Hungary for whom, with all their different representatives, the main con- 



SiirOSpafc * ; a-r/Mecmre in ~e resident 
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cern is the human aspect of building and living. This is characterised in 
their preference for natural materials and organic shapes, which are partly 
reminiscent of anthroposophic architecture, and blend in with the sur¬ 
roundings. Traditional Hungarian styles and types of buildings which have 
long been forgotten provide the inspiration for these architects. 


Surroundings 

Karcsa is an idyllic little village about 20km/12 miles east of Sarospatak *Karcsa 
near the Hungarian-Russian border. Unmetalled roads, traditional farm¬ 
steads mostly overgrown with vines and an atmosphere of rural isolation 
and tranquillity add to the charm of this village. It also makes an interesting 
diversion for the art lover as it possesses an u nusual Romanesque church Romanesque 
Visible from the road, the rather unprepossessing church with a shingle church 
hipped roof but without a tower was founded in the 11th c. for the nobility It 
comprises a central round building of the Romanesque Palatinate or bap¬ 
tistry style which is now the choir. During the second half of the 12th c the 
Knights of St John took over the church, built the nave and converted the 
round building into the choir apse. Further developments were discontinu¬ 
ed as the Knights of St John withdrew from the area around Karcsa at 
the end of the 13th c. A notable Romanesque doorway can be found on the 
west side of the church which is a copy of the famous Porta speciosa in 
the royal palace of Esztergom. Inside the church a close examination of the 
capital of the south gallery pillar reveals an unusual motif - an arqument 
between two men over a woman. 


Sarvar 


B 2 


Region: Vas 
Population: 16,000 

This town at the confluence 
of the Raba and Guns is an 
economic and cultural cen¬ 
tre in the west of Transda- 
Rubia, situated just 
30km/19 miles east of 
Szombathely, and also has 
the tourist attraction of a 
well preserved castle. 

An earth castle from the pe- 
nod of the Magyar con¬ 
quest was the forerun ner of 
he stone castle which was 
under royal ownership in 
6 12th c. The settlement 
5 the foot of the fortifica- 
|on received its charter in 
e 14th c. In 1534the castle 
udtown became the prop- 
influential 
j^adasdy family. Under 
la mas Nadasdy Sarvar 
]/ as the focus of the re- 
ormist and humanist 
juggle in West Hungary: 
be made possible the publi¬ 
cation of the first Hungar- 
lan translation of the bible 



Sarvar: Baroque wall-painting m me 


Situation and 
Importance 


*Castle 
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and a grammar in Hungarian by Janos Sylvester, a scholar of Erasmus Fo 
the rebuilding of the castle he brought Italian experts in fortifications to 
Sarvar who designed the pentagonal Renaissance castle with its defensive 
ramparts. The famous Andrea Palladio is said to have been involved in the 
plans for the massive gate tower. Tamas's successor Ferenc Nadasdy, who 
completed the castle around 1650, was involved in the conspiracy of the 
Hungarian aristocracy against the Habsburgs ("Wesselenyi conspiracy) 
and paid for it with his life; the Habsburgers took his art treasures with 
them to Vienna. It was the later owners who gave the building its Classical 
fagade. 

The Renaissance tower has been preserved in its original style of 1598, 
There is an impressive palatial room with stucco-framed frescos decorat¬ 
ing its walls. The ceiling paintings, by an artist with the signature 
commissioned by Ferenc Nadasdy portray the Nadasdys as commanders 
in the Turkish wars; on the walls are scenes from the Old Testament by 
Stefan Dorffmeister (1769). The allegorical paintings in the tower room, are 
also his work, in which the role of the lord of the castle as patron of the arts 
and sciences is emphasised - a logical continuation of the frescos in the 
palatial room. Other rooms of the castle are also decorated with frescos 
and 18th c. furniture. 

The Ferenc Nadasdy museum, housed in the castle, is devoted to the 
history of the family, regional folk art and the town's history. 

Siklos 

D 4 

Situation and 
Importance 

This small town, situated about 30km/19 miles south of Pecs close to the 
border, is renowned for its famous castle, which is in a better state of 
preservation than most Hungarian fortifications. 

Sights 

There are a few listed buildings in the town and a mosque on the Kossuth 
ter which was destroyed following the Turkish withdrawal and rebuilt in 
this century. 

**Castle 


History 

A castle was built here during the 12th c. by the Siklosi family. After they 
died out it became the property of the Garai family. The defensive bastions 
were added by the next owner, the palatine (viceroy) Imre Perenyi, in the 
16th c. as protection against the Turkish threat From 1728 Siklos belonged 
to the counts of Batthyany who are responsible for the appearance of the 
castle today. 

Tour 

This impressive fortification stands on a plateau above the town. The 
enclosed four-winged castle is protected by an external fortified ring m 
of thick walls and ramparts, once circled by a wide moat. , , 

The outside wall of the south wing is decorated by a reconstructed 
decorated Late Gothic oriel. Access to the castle is oyer a bridge _ 

south-west side and leads to the pinnacled round bastion (Barbakanj 
the Batthyany coat of arms above the majestic doorway. There is a . 

bridge in front of the doorway of the castle, laid out around a ( ' 0Ljrt " m g 
which now accommodates a hotel and restaurant as well as display r 
and a museum. 

‘Castle chapel 

The Late Gothic castle chapel built by the Garai family in the east wing is a 
architectonic jewel. The delicate fan ribbed vaulting in the choir (end o 
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Siklos 

Castle 

1 Barbican 

2 Hotel, Inn 

3 Castle Museum 

4 Castle Chapel 

5 Italian Bastion 

6 Batthy^ny 
Fortifications 


15th c.) has often been compared with the vaulting in the Reformed Church 
m Nyirbator (see Nyiregyhaza, Surroundings). The frescos on the walls of 

fth 1 r u * rom t * ie ' ate ^th c - ancl were painted over at the beginning 
ortne 16th c. They depict King Ladislaus, Louis of Toulouse, Christ the Man 
ot borrows and the Lamb of God. The wall painting "Hiob and the Four 

companions" was probably commissioned by the lord of the castle Hiob 
Garai. 

The castle museum in the south wing is not so impressive. Thr rooms are Castle museum 
trom different historical periods from Romanesque to the Renaissance 
Itorture chamber and dungeon, vaulted rooms, lapidarium}. 

I here is a small but interesting collection of costumes and accessories 
ftom the 19th c. (on the ground floor near the entrance). Open: Apr.-Oct. 
daily 9am-6prm, other times 9am-4pm. 

The bastion named after the Batthyanys is a round tower nearthe Barbakan Bastions 
with a restaurant in Gothic style in the cellar. There are wonderful pan¬ 
oramic views from the roof terrace of the Spanish bastion. The extensive 
pentagonal Italian bastion surrounds the prominent oriel of the castle 
chapel. 


Surroundings 

Travelling by car from Pecs to Siklos it is impossible to miss the small spa Harkany 
town of Harkany (alt. 101 m/331ft; 3230 pop.) 5km/3 miles west of Siklos. As 
early as the 18th c, it was known for its sulphur springs which feed the 
thermal baths today which stand in a 12ha/30 acre park. The open air pool 
has five large hot water pools and a sports pool. 

Harkany is the gateway to the Ormansag, a predominantly flat landscape Ormansag 
n orth of the Dr>va with about 30 to 40 small villages where the inhabitants 
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Siklos: entrance to Hungary's famous frontier fortress 
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have retained many idiosyncrasies. These include the special costumes 
and a particular style of building whereby the houses are built on girders as 
a defence against the threat of flooding from the Drava. 

On the road from Siklos to Villany there is an interesting detour to a bizarre Sculpture park 

sculpture park which is situated in a disused quarry away from the road 

(signposted). Sculptors are regularly invited here to partake, with costs 

paid, in working symposia as part of the state promotion of the arts. The 

result of their work can be seen at this "open-air" museum, which now 

contains over 100 exhibits (entrance fee). 


The two villages of Villany and Villanykovesd (10 and 14km/6 and 9 miles *Viiiany, 

east of Siklos) are in the centre of the wine-growing region on the southern Villany kb vesd 

slopes of the Villany mountains. For the wine-lover or connoisseur a visit 

here is imperative, as wine can be bought directly from the producer at 

numerous, friendly little cellars. An interesting feature are the unusual 

wine cellar cottages which line the main streets, giving the villages their 

particular character. 

Many German families are resident here as is evident from the bilingual 
town signs. 

See Mohacs Mohacs 


Sopron 


B 2 


Region: Gyor-Moson-Sopron 
Altitude: 212m/695ft 
Population: 57,000 



Sopron (German: 

Odenburg), only about 
65km/40 miles south of 
Vienna and 8km/5 
miles from the Austria n 
border, between the 
eastern foothills of the 
Alps and Fertoto (Ger¬ 
man: Neusiedler See), 
is a popular destination 
for excursions and rec¬ 
reation, not only 
because of its attractive 
situation and the 
famous Sopron "Blue 
Franconian" wine, but 
also because of its un¬ 
usual townscape. 

Hardly any other Hun- 
9arian town has such 
w ell preserved medi- 
® v al and Baroque 
buildings - there are 
115 officially listed 
monuments and 240 
?J»ected buildings, in 
a/2 it was awarded 
e European prize for 
Protection of historical monuments. 


Situation and 
^Importance 


Owing to its location on the Bernstein route, connecting the Baltic and Italy, History 
°Pron was an important centre of trade before the Romans conquer 
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Sights 

**Townscape 


Mary Column 


Fire tower 


Storno House 


Apothecary 

museum 

(Patikahaz) 


Pannonia. In the 2nd c. b,c. the Roman settlement Scarbantia was an 
important town with a capitol, forum and town walls; it became the see of a 
bishop in the 4th c. The German name "Odenburg" stems from the period 
of mass migration, when the Avars built fortifications on the ruins of the 
Roman town. A chronicle from the 12th c. bears the place name Suprun, 
The first German settlers arrived at this time and their descendants are well 
represented in Sopron today. In 1277 the town received the royal charter; 
between 1297-1339 the walls were built which survived the Turkish period 
and can still be seen in part today. Following the destruction caused by the 
fire in 1676 the town was rebuilt in Baroque style. After the Trianon peace 
treaty in 1921 the citizens of Sopron voted to remain in Hungary (as 
opposed to the Burgenland region which was part of Hungary). The Buda¬ 
pest Horthy government rewarded Sopron with the title ''urbs fidelissima” 
(“most loyal town'']. Sopron's industry dates back to the end of the 18th/ 
beginning of the 19th c. with a coal mine and sugar refinery; nowadaysthe 
main industries are light (carpet and clothing factories, wood processing). 


All the buildings in the Old Town within the confines of the medieval town 
wall, built on the Roman ruins, are listed historical monuments. The major¬ 
ity are from the early Middle Ages but display features from other periods, 
such as Romanesque windows. Gothic niches, Renaissance loggias and 
Baroque or Classical decoration. 

In front of the northern entrance to the Old Town the Mary Column com¬ 
memorates the Church of Our Lady which was pulled down in 1632 (out of 
fear that the Turks could use it as a gun turret). Designed by Andreas 
Altomonte work on the column was carried out by the Viennese sculptor 
Jakob Christoph Schletterer in 1745. 

The fire tower, the former defence tower, is visible above the stepped rows 
of houses. 

The Fire Tower on the northern side of the Old Town is the emblem of 
Sopron. The foundations are Roman; the lower square base 14th c.; the 
cylindrical centre with the Tuscan arcade is Renaissance; the upper part - a 
clock tower with a multi-storeyed onion dome - was added from 1681-82 
following the fire. The entrance to the 61 m/222ft high tower, with magnifi¬ 
cent views from its gallery over the town, is at Fo ter; it houses a local 
history collection (open: Tue.-Sun. 10am-5pm). To the south of the tower 
is the Loyalty Gate, presented to the town in 1921 by the government in 
Budapest following the referendum. The citizens of Sopron are depicted on 
the relief showing reverence to the crowned Hungaria. 

One of the finest palaces of the town stands next to the tower (Fo ter 8). It 
was built in the Middle Ages and King Matthias Corvinus lived here in 
1482/83 during a campaign against Vienna. The Baroque exterior dates 
from the mid-18th c. Istvan Szechenyi and Franz Liszt also resided here. In 
1872 Franz Storno the Elder (1821-1907) bought the house; the name of 
this family of Italian and Swiss origin dates back generations in the town s 
history, its members were famous artists and art collectors. The collection 
housed here is quite diverse: old porcelain, furniture, paintings, guild 
shops, traditional wood carving, ceramics, etc. (open: Tue.-Sun. 
10am-6pm). At the Korbbogentor are two lions and the Festetics coat o 
arms; the courtyard is formed from beautiful Renaissance arcades. 

The original medieval house on the other side of Foter (No. 2 ) underwent 
much rebuilding until it acquired its present form in 1850. On the west sioe 
there is a Baroque oriel and on the south front three Gothic 
apothecary's shop, which is now a museum, was established in 
(open: Tue.-Sun. 10am-5pm). 
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his fine Baroque column on Foter (main square) was erected in 1695-1701 
Allowing the survival of the plague. The kneeling figures represent the 
pa rons, Count Lowenburg and his wife; next to them are St Jacob, 
onannes Nepomuk, Antonius and King Stephan as well as Barbara, 
Regina, Anna and Katharine. 


Trinity column 


i iRon d u 6Va ' ^ enera ^ s House (Foter 7, nearthe Storno House), was rebuilt General's House 

n lb20 by the mayor Christoph Lackner, In the 18th and 19th c. the town or Lackner House 
commander lived here which explains the other name. The Classical bal¬ 
cony dates from 1830. 


ehind the Baroque fagade of the Fabricius House (Fo ter 6, near the 
General's House) is hidden a complex of houses from the 14/15th c., built 
on ?° man foundations; part of the town wall is actually incorporated into 
Mr "Riding, There is a striking oriel window two storeys high on the fagade 
17 k C '^' courtyard has two-storey arcades and Tuscan columns 
id k C ^ "^ e reverse side the town wall dates from the first half of the 
4th c., its stone fagade (visible from the town wall) has two pointed and 
T ^° stra ight Gothic windows with tracery, 
ne Gothic cellar houses a Roman lapidarium, the upper floor has finds 
r °rn Illyrian, Celtic and Roman culture together with exhibits from the 
Period of the Magyar conquest. The interior of the entrance to the munici¬ 
pal Franz Liszt Museum dates from the 17th and 18th c. The exhibitions, 
^hjch have separate entrances, are open Tue.-Sun. 10am-6pm. 
ojacent to the Fabricius House is the Classical town hall built in 1830. 


‘Fabricius House 


T he southern end of Foter is formed by the Goat's Church or Mary Church "Goat's Church 
'Kecske templom). Legend tells of treasure which was scraped out of the 
9roijnd by a goat and was buried when the church was built; however it 
as founded by the Geisel or Geisler family whose coat of arms is in 
ev ‘dence in the church. The 14th c. 48m/157ft high tower, octagonal at the 
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Apothecary's Museum (see p. 260) 


**Benedictine 

convent 


Eszterhazy 

Palace 


top, was modelled on the west towers of the Stephan cathedral in Vienna 
and in its turn has inspired several church towers in the Sopron region. The 
triple-naved church was built between 1280 and 1491 for the Franciscans, 
the oldest part is the choir, which is as long as the square nave. There is wel 
preserved Gothic decoration. The facade and interior are Late Baroque/ 
Rococo- the wooden pulpit from 1754 bears the allegorical figures of Faith, 
Hope and Love; the high altar {with Mary's ascension) is the work of the 
carpenter Augustinus Loscher. The south organ gallery rests on consoles 
in the shape of goats. In 1456the Franciscan monk Johannes von Capistran 
(1386-1456) recruited volunteers for the crusade led by Janos Hunyadi 
aqainst the Turks from the stone pulpit in the south nave. During the 17th c. 
several parliamentary sittings took place in the church, as did the coro¬ 
nations of two queens and Emperor Ferdinand II was crowned King of 
Hunqary in 1625. Following the dissolution of the Franciscan order in 178/ 
the church was used as a barn before it passed to the Benedictines; it was 
restored by Franz Storno from 1888-94. 


i the former Benedictine convent (Templom utca 1, near the Goat Church . 
ow a student residence, the chapterhouse of the Franciscan ab ^ey, built 
round 1330, is one of the most significant examples of High Gothlc 
lunqary (restored about 1950). It stands in the north-east corner of the 
uildtng and access is from the cloisters. The ribbed vaulting of the tnp 
aved building rests on two octagonal columns. Somewhat unusual is tn 
ecoration which reflects the function of the room as a place where the 
ionks took confession communally; the figures on the consoles 
apitals symbolise the Seven Deadly Sins, those on the keystones tne 
ledemption. Another feature is a stone coat of arms with the goat o 
ieisler family which used to be on the church tower. 


The original Late Gothic house at Templom utca 2-4 was converted to a 
Baroque palace by Paul Eszterhazy in 1752; Empress Maria Theresia staye 
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here in 1772 during her visit to Sopron. On either side of the splendid 
doorway (above which are the Eszterhazy coat of arms and a copy of the 
uracious Madonna from Mariazel!) on the upper floor are wide enclosed 
oriel windows. The inner courtyard contains 17th c. arcades. The palace 
nouses a museum on the history of coal-mining in Sopron and Hunqary 
from 1245 (open: Tue.-Sun. 10am-6pm). 

Baroque church in the middle of Templom utca was built in 
ti + ' the 52m/171ft high tower in 1862/63; originally it only had one roof 
urret as prescribed by the tolerance edict of 1781. Of particular interest in 
T' s , ri P' e :" aved church with two-storeyed galleries is the high gilded altar 
Kahi V 30 decorated with statues, which was brought to Sopron from 
^nienberg near Vienna. The pulpit and pews are from 1780; the ela< 

° ra ' t ® 1 *Vcajved and decorated offertory box is from the 17th c. The melodic 
und of the organ features regularly in concerts. 

Adjoining the church is the evangelical vicarage (Templom utca 12). The 

177n i • r t0 ^' s med ' eva ( palace and the fagade were added around 
/0. Ionic columns adorn the front of the house and an enclosed oriel 
_ indowfrom the 17th c. projects over the entrance. The evangelical collec- 
'on of the town of Sopron is housed in the palace (open: Mon., Thur., Sat. 
fOam-ipm). 

the north side of the Orsolya ter is the Arcaded House (Labashaz), built 
round 1750; the arcades are thought to have been walled in in the 
c^ lc *‘19th c. and only came to light when the damage from the Second 
orldWarwas cleared. Shops can be found on the ground floor and on the 
^PPer floor an exhibition on industrial history (open: Tue.-Sun. 

10 arn-5pm). 

The lo Wer part of the Gi utca was the Jewish Street in the Middle Ages and 
separated from the northern part by a wall. In 1526 when the Jews were 
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Old synagogue 

driven out of Sopron the wall was removed and the Uj utca - the "new 
road" was formed. There are two synagogues here which are now 
museums. 

The Old Synagogue (No. 22-24}from 1300-20, one of the oldest in Europe, 
was the first house of prayer of the Jewish community in Sopron. The 
actual synagogue stands in the courtyard behind the two Baroque houses 
(fagade from 1734} as non-Catholic churches were not allowed to be built 
on the streets; the front was used for shops and administration. Under a 
high pyramid roof the Old Synagogue consists of a large two-storeyed 
prayer hall, a prayer hall for women (joined to one other only by observa¬ 
tion slits) and the ritual bath. Access to the main hall with its reconstructed 
wooden beams is via an Early Gothic doorway on the north side (open: 
Tue.-Sun. 10am~5pm). 

The synagogue in the courtyard of the house at Uj utca 11 was built in 1370 
as the private prayer house of a Viennese Jew. It was converted into a 
residential house after 1526, as was the Old Synagogue; its original pur¬ 
pose was only discovered during restoration work folowing the Second 
World War. 

Gothic House 

The fagade of the house opposite (No. 16 ), which is the Monument Office, is 
reminiscent of a Venetian palazzo. It represented the rear wing of a medi¬ 
eval palace on the Kolostor utca (No. 13; parts of the oldest secular building 
in Sopron are preserved). Restoration work at the beginning of the Fifties 
erased evidence of the 18th c. Baroque additions with the exposure of the 
Gothic windows and Renaissance arcades. 

St George's 
Church 

The single-naved cathedral church of St George's (Szent Gyorgy utca), 
which is integrated into the row of houses, was built between 1380 and 
1430 In Gothic style, restored following the fire of 1676 in Baroque style and 
side chapels were added in 1685. Restoration of the west fagade revealed 
two tympanum reliefs above the portals; the northern one depicts bt 
Margaret of Antioch, the southern one St George's fight with the dragon. 
The eclectic tower is from 1882. After the church had belonged to the 
Protestants from the end of the 16th c. (in 1631 the mayor and humanist 
Christoph Lackert was interred here) the Jesuits took it over in 167 , 
rebuilding the adjoining buildings (convent, college) to suit their own 

purposes. 

Eggenberg 

Palace 

The house at Szent Gyorgy utca 12, built in the 15th c„ after some rebuild; 
ing in 1674, came into the possession of Princess Eggenberg who a ^ 
Protestant services to be held here after St George s Church ha 
the hands of the Jesuits. Sermons were held in the arcaded courtyard fr 
the stone pulpit which bears the coat of arms of the Eggenbergs, a royal 
family of wine merchants from Radkersburg in Styna; above the mam 
doorway is the Brandenburg coat of arms, to whom the Eggenbergs were 
related. 

Caesar House 

Situated opposite the Arcaded House is the magjiif,cent palace 
sokapu utca 2 where the Bratislava parliament met in 1861, in rejeren 
the building which is there it is also known as the Green Hou ■ 1 

built in the second half of the 18 th c. from medieval housessaid pa' J 

inner town wail. A giant Renaissance corner oriel window flanked Y 
Gothic windows, adorns the street side; on the courtyard i Sld ® 1 . t0 

Renaissance arcaded loggias are eye-catching. The narri , . t ^e 

the Caesar family who owned the palace from the end of the 19t ■ 

middle of the 20th c.; in the Gothic cellar there is a wine cellar of the sdm 

name. 

Town walls 

The Varkerulet, the ring road around the Old Town, follows the course d 
the oval, triple medieval town wall, which for the main part was c 

264 



Scanned by CamScanner 


Sopron 


structed on the Roman foundations. Between St George's Church and 
Caesar House are impressive parts of the Great Round Tower including the 
ruins of a Roman wall several metres thick. Further south both layers of the 
wall are exposed which together tower 8.5m/28ft high. 

Outside the ringed wall to the south, on Szeehenyi ter, stands the Baroque 
church dedicated to St Judas Thaddaeus, built in 1719-25 to a design by 
Lorenz Eysenkoibl. The facade is flanked by two towers completed in 1775 
and decorated with figures of saints. The altar painting of St Dominicus is 
by the Sopron artist Stephan Schaller (1708-79). 

On the site of a large bastion south-west of the Old Town (Majus I ter) a 
historic villa was built in 1872, which has housed the municipal museum 
since 1913. Alongside local and ethnographical collections are paintings by 
important Baroque artists such as Maulbertsch, Troger and Altomonte 
[open: Tue-Sun. 10am-6pm). Concerts and town events take place in the 
great hall. In the park of the so-called Baker's Cross from 1484 are 17th/ 
18th c. tombstones from the evangelical cemetery and Baroque statues. 

North of the Old Town, on the road to Vienna, is the atmospheric Viennese 
suburb, the craftsmen's and wine-growers' quarter since the Middle Ages. 
Their houses line the narrow Ikvahld utca, the bridge over the Ikva brook. 
The second (east) bridge is of medieval origin. 

On the other side of the Ikva (corner Szentlelek/Dorffmeister utca) towers 
the 14th/l5th c. Church of the Holy Ghost which in about 1780 received a 
Baroque fagade and decor. The paintings in the main and side altar and the 
frescos were done by Stephan Dorffmeister the Elder in 1782. 

The colourful private collection of Gusztav Zettl at Balfi utca 9-11 (eastern 
continuation oftheSzentelek) was assembled at the turn of the century and 
includes among its treasures weapons, finds from tombs, Roman con¬ 
tainers, jewellery, porcelain, valuable paintings by Paolo Veronese and 
Dorffmeister as well as etchings by Diirerand Rembrandt (open: Tue.-Sun. 
10am-6pm). 


The Dorffmeister utca goes into Pozsonyi ut (Bratislava Street). The house 
at No. 9 is a good example of early 18th c. rural Baroque; it gets its name 
from the two Moors which flank the doorway. They are the work, together 
with the figures and turned columns, of the builder Ignaz Leitner, a stone¬ 
mason who based his work on old pattern books. 


Continuing along Pozsonyi lit we come to the Romanesque-Gothic St 
Michael's Church (Szent Mihaly templom), the town's first parish church. 
The Romanesque building from the 13th c. was extended to a triple-naved 
hall church by the 15th c. and altered again at a later date. In the course of 
time it was frequented by both Catholics and Protestants, the latter until 
1674. Restoration work from 1859-66 by Franz Storno renewed the build¬ 
ing to such an extent that it looks Neo-Gothic. The 48m/157ft high tower, 
more precisely its foundations and the octagonal second and third level, 
have retained their original appearance. Inside the church is a valuable 
Madonna figure from 1460, the high altarpiece is the work of Bartolomeo 
Altomonte (1739) and the other decor dates from the period of restoration. 


T he Szent Jakab kapolna near St Michael's Church, an Early Gothic 13th c. 
building, was a sepulchral chapel. It has an octagonal outline and tnree 
sides are enclosed by apses; above the doorway arch is a Romanesque 
relief (dragon with the tree of life). The interior wall paintings are by franz 
Storno. 


To the south-west of the town is the residential and recreatjonal area^ of 
ihe town reaching up the slopes of the Sopron mountains, know 
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Loverek. There are numerous marked footpaths for walkers. From th e 
Karoly-magaslat, 398m/1306ft, a 23m/75ft high viewing tower provides a 
marvellous panorama of the surrounding area with Ferto to (Neusiedler 
See) and the foothills of the Alps. 


Surroundings 


Ferto rakos 
(Kroisbach) 


Batf 

(Wolfs) 


Nagycenk 


The Ancient Romans established a quarry at Fertorakos, 9km/6 miles north¬ 
east of Sopron town centre, which even supplied stone for building j n 
Vienna. During the weeks of the Sopron festival in the summer, concerts 
and theatrical performances take place in the high "colonnaded halls'' 
which resulted from the underground quarrying. It is open to visitors 
Nov.—Jan, 8am-4pm, Feb.-Apr. 8am-5pm, May-Sept. 8am-7pm, Oct. 
8am-6pm. There is a fine view from the quarry hill over Ferto to {Neusiedler 
See). 

In the town the Bishop's Palace is interesting, a building of 16th c. origin 
which was decorated in Baroque style in 1745 under Bishop Franz Count 
Zichy. Also of interest are the 17th c. stocks and pillory, a water mill and the 
Catholic church, both also 17th century. 

The border crossing to Morbisch on the lake, 4km/2/2 miles north is for 
pedestrians and cyclists. 


EJalf a village with 640 inhabitants, is situated on Ferto to 6km/4 miles 
south-east of Sopron. The Romans valued the healing properties of the 
sulphur waters which bring relief to rheumatic complaints. Nowadays the 
Late Baroque castle is a spa hotel. Close by on the main road is the Late 
Baroque spa chapel St Joseph's built in 1773; the frescos and altarpiece are 
by Stephan Dorffmeister the Elder (1725-97). 

In Naqycenk {14km/9 miles south-east of Sopron) is the ancestral home:of 

the important Hungarian family of counts, the . S “ c ^| 
appears in many street names. The castle was built in 1750-58 and was 
rebuilt and extended around 1800 in Early Classical style; Istvan Szechenyi 
Isee Famous People) had the west wing added in V 834-40 with^9as light 9 

and sanitary installations, an innovation for Hungary. The castle houses th 

stvan Szechenyi Museum (open: Tue.-Sun. 10am-6pm) and a, htfeUn 
addition the Budapest Transport Museum has as part of an exfubitio' 

Hungarian transport (on the upper floor) a 
'arriaaes’ a narrow gauge museum railway links the castle wit 
in avenue oHime trees 2.6kn»n% miles long planted in 1754 leads north 
Torn the castle to a monument. In the actual Szechenyi ma ^o e ^ 
/illage cemetery of Nagycenk lies the most fam ° u ^° n t ^ ^ nqar ian 
stva^n Szechenyi (1791 to 1860), statesman during 1 : ^ e " u H n9ar eof 
Reformed period and the struggle for independence a 9 ains ^, b °s Dita |. 
Habsburg 1848/49; in 1860 he shot himself in a Viennese men P 
Szechenyi was responsible for such important initiatives as the build ng o 
he Budapest Chain Bridge and the regulation of the Danube and the Tisza 

^commissioned the building of St Stephan's Church m the m a in square 
[Szechenyi ter) in 1861-64 by Miklos Ybi m 

tympanum of the former Romanesque building has been P reser ^ 1 t by 
entrance to the tower). In front of the church is a monument to the Cou 
Alaios Strobl (1897). 


**Fertod • Eszterhaza Palace 


History 


27km/17 miles east of Sopron, in Fertod, Eszterhaza Palace is 


the largest 

and most beautiful mansion house in Hungary, the "Hungarian Versailles 
The residence, in the typical "Habsburg ochre" and situated on the«o r 
side of the town, was built between 1760 and 1767 out of the small bu 
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Eszterhaza Castle, showing the entrance portico and fine outside staircase 


unting lodge of 1720; the architect was Miklos, known as the shining one 
(henyes) with whom the Eszterhazy line reached its zenith. In only 150 years 
tne hszterhazys went from being minor aristocracy to one of the richest 
royal families in Europe, with estates around the 100 mansions totalling 
a out 5Q0Osq,km/1930sq. miles and a corresponding lifestyle. This in¬ 
volved a permanent theatre ensemble, an orchestra and their own court 
i 7 Ri Ct ° r mus * c ' J° se Ph Haydn, who was in Nikolaus's service from 
61-90 and who worked herefrom 1766. As supporters of the Habsburgs 
ie hszterhazys were and still are quite unpopular in Hungary, unlike the 
azechenyis, for example. After the death of Prince Nikolaus in 1790 the 
amily moved to Eisenstadt, the Fertod court was given up and the mansion 
ren into ruin until the main building was restored in 1958. 


The 


ne main architects involved in this Rococo building, quite unique for 
_ungary, (as well as Nikolaus Jacoby and J. F. Modlhammer) were the 
irotean Melchior Hefele, a pupil of Balthasar Neumann, and Johann Bern¬ 
ard Fischer of Erlach. The magnificent wrought-iron gate through to the 
ourtyard was also designed by Hefele. From the gate quadrant-shaped, 
ingle-storey passages lead to the two-storey side wings, which are linked 


to the 


mam two-storey building dominated by the central tower (helve- 


j , - - olui oy L/uhuiiiy uui iiuujluu w y un 

r e). In the courtyard is a fountain with dolphins. 
eps (®<*d to a banqueting room with a fresco entitled "Apollo with a 
Uncart" by Basilius Grundmann; the statues in the corners symbolise the 
3sons. Concerts are held here in the summer. The garden balcony enjoys 
r Ir *^ view over the part of the former 130ha/321 acre park which still 
Trains. Onthe upper floor are the Chinese Salon, the Green Salon andthe 
a na Theresia Chamber; all are equipped with fine Rococo furniture and 
g^ places (partly from other houses}. 
eio wt he banqueting hall, at ground level, is the Sala terrena, which opens 
f° the courtyard and garden (floor made of white Carrara marble, 


House and 
grounds 
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Tours 


frescos by Joseph Ignaz Milldorfer (1766); on the ceiling, formed from 

garlands, are the letters FNE, the builder's monogram). 

Within the grounds are the so-called grenadier houses (opposite the gate to 

the courtyard}, accommodation for the guards and the musicians house 
(Madach setany 1, road to Fertoszeplak), where the court musicians live , 
as did Joseph Flaydn from 1766 to 1790. 


here are quided tours for visitors around the house and Ftaydn Museum 
Apr ieth-Oct. 15th Tue.-Sun. 8am-noon, 1-5pm. othew.se unW 
pm). The tourist office in Sopron has information on the Programme and 
ates of the Flaydn festivals (July/August), and also takes ad 

he mis also an unpretentious visitor's centre in the east wing, a school and 
n institute for plant research. 


Fertoto (German: Neusiedler See) 


Situation 
and region 


About 10km/6 miles east of Sopron is Ferto to n^.a^J^FumDe h 

lake"; Neusiedler See in German), the only steppe lake in Centra I Europ^-^ 

area it is 337sq.km/130 sq. miles Oncuding ^h^Rk^m miles and a 
87sq km/34 sq. miles are in Hungary. With a length of 35km/28 mi es ani 

width of 5-15km/3-9 miles the lake is only 1 - 1 .80m/3-6ft deep,Jh 

in the slightly salty waters quickly heating up to over 2 , . arjes 

summer and freezing almosttothegroundmwinttr^ewateMe ^ ^ 

in reponse to climatic changes; between 1866 69 the 

Thelake has few tributaries and no drainage and is almost 
surrounded by a 5km/3 miles wide belt of reeds; the south Hungari P 
consists almost entirely of reed beds and is therefore unsuitable for ware 
sports (there is still boat mooring at Fertorakos). Only on the Austria 
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Siimeg 


bank near Podersdorf is the bank free from reeds (several beautiful bathing 
beaches). 

Underneath the lake geologists have located a huge reservoir of mineral 
water. 

Over 250 different species of birds live in the reed belt of Ferto to and there Conservation 
are numerous rare plants found here. The water quality is under increasing 
threat of pollution: copper, lead, zinc and other harmful chemicals are 
getting into the water via the Wuika; the biological sewage plants of the 
Austrian communities use the reeds as part of the final purification pro¬ 
cess. Tighter regulations are being introduced to prevent further deteriora¬ 
tion of the water quality. In the near future the entire area around the lake in 
both countries is to be declared a national park; most of the Hungarian part 
is already a protected area. 

From Sopron the Burgenland area of the lake with its pretty little towns, Austrian 

wine-growing villages and interesting salt steppes is a popular destination, part 

Further information can be found in the Baedeker Guide to Austria. 


Stimeg 


Region: Veszprem 
Altitude: 135m/443ft 
Population: 7200 


e picturesque little town of Stimeg, dominated by the castle on the hill, is Situation and 
a out 2Qkm/12 miles north of western Lake Balaton in the southern part of Importance 
e Little Plain, in a basin bordered by the Keszthely Mountains and the 
western foothills of the Bakony Forest. It is best known for the frescos by 
ranz Anton Maulbertsch in the parish church, the first and most important 
work of this painter in Hungary. 

Flints on the Mogyoros-domb provide evidence of a settlement here 6000 History 
years ago; the foundations of an early Christian basilica date from the late 
Period. A castle was built in the second half of the 13th c. and in 
301 Stimeg was officially documented. When Veszprem was taken by the 
lurks in 1552 the d iocesan seat moved from there to Stimeg for 200 years 
cr ® at ' n 9 in the small town the atmosphere of a royal residence which can 
still be noticed today; particularly attractive are the groups of houses in 
Kossuth utca, on Szent Istvan ter and Udvarbiro ter. 


Sights 


I hls beautiful bishop's palace (Szent Istvan ter 10) was rebuilt from a 
Renaissance house in 1748-55 by Bishop Marton Padaryi Biro. Its front has 
3 i Icony over the doorway supported by Atlantis and decorated with 
Norlands, over the balcony is the bishop's coat of arms on the central 
jessaut. To the right of the door is the chapel with decoration by Antonio 
rs atti and frescos by Gregor Vogl (about 1750). 


I^ e Baroque buildings of the Ferences kolostor (Franciscan convent) on 
^ent | s t V a n ter were built between 1652 and 1657 on the initiative of the 
^shop 0 f Veszprem Gyorgy Szechenyi; they were inspired by the dis- 
J,°very 0 f a wooden relief of the Pieta in the ruins of a c \ s J le t chu / t c h h ' 
e bishop had copied and today stands above the altar. Mar in ? . 

„■ tWer - 3 Carmelite monk, led the restoration of the churc _ 

s ; u n c hapel near the tower with splendid wrought-iron , (see 

. e a (1743) was designed by Witwer and made by Fr 
So Gyor, Carmelite church). 


Bishop's 

Palace 

(Puspoki palota) 


Franciscan 
church and 
convent 


269 

Scanned by CamScanner 












Siimeg 


The 17th c. convent adjoins the church. 


Kisfaludy Lake Balaton was the main theme of the lyric poet Sandor Kisfaludy (1772- 

Museum 1 844). The house on Kisfaludy Sandor ter (a few yards from the Franciscan 

church), where he lived and worked, is a museum dedicated to his memory 
(open; Tue.-Sun. 10am-6pm). 


**Parish church 
of the Ascension 


The interior decoration of the outwardly insignificant Church of the Ascen¬ 
sion in Deak Ferenc utca dar is a unique work of art. The entire single-naved 
interior of this building (1756-57) was designed by Bishop Marton Biro and 
carried out by Franz Anton Maulbertsch between 1757 and 1758, probably 
the most important representative of Austrian Late Baroque painting. Born 
in 1724 in Langenargen on Lake Constance he moved in 1739 to Vienna 
where he painted the dome of the piarist church in 1752/53 and was 
professor of the art academy from 1770. The frescos in Siimeg were 
protoypes for the first main period of his art, which is characterised by 
bright colours, active composition and expressive gestures of the usually 

(as with Goya) rounded figures. ,, 

The paintings are in order of the gospel story: below the organ gallery are 
the Old Testament figures of Adam and Eve, Moses, Noah, and the! pro¬ 
phets awaiting salvation in limbo (in the side chapel the sacrifice of Abra¬ 
ham; above the gallery a picture of Bishop Biro). 1st Uum: the 
Annunciation, right side altar the Adoration of the Shepherds (self Portrait 
of the artist as a shepherd presenting cheese and bread) left side altar the 
Circumcision of Jesus. 2nd truss: Star of Bethlehem, which corresponds 
with the Adoration of the Three Kings in the right side altar (in the back, 
ground the murder of the innocents in Bethlehem), while the solar and 
lunar eclipse on the left lead to the Crucifixion on the left side altar. 3rd 
truss, beginning on the right: the right side altar the Ftesurrection, in the 
dome the risen Christ with the disciples, night sky with angels, the out¬ 
pourings of the Holy Spirit, left side altar St Peter's first sermon. The 
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grisailles of thechoir depict the four church fathers, the vaulting the trans¬ 
figuration of Christ. In the triptych of the high altar in the cemrP I t hL 
Ascension with symbols of faith, hope and love- on thp left . th 

church IMary with saints, popes), on the righuh^ftahtlna anri “T 
church (Maulbertsch's signature bottom riqht) It is nr>toiF r+h s ^ en "9 
architectural framework is incorporatedin o the^comnn'T V 

device which features often in late 

increasing the impression of space. ine eTTect ot 


The frescos were first restored in 1938 anH ansin i„ i OC( . „„ 

damage. In the porch there is a machine to illuminate U^clfs^ “ 


mid° lathes* a museum ^llust'ratina {he'd' bi . shops slables f| om the 
bridles (Loszerszam miizeum; open T aOam-atonm 6 "' °h sad ^ les and 
Breeding stallions are also kent h», a i,. .,.*" conducted tours. 

and horse-draw^coTch trips are a^so^raha^ble 6 mUSeUm * 3 ridi " 8 a "™ 

mKa P sl h X fr ZmS a " im r ing - “ a 

SRenaissL^rSn S?*'° f ' 

imperial troops in 171? cL m b ^ ln 9 set on fire and blown up by the 
cludino a rpcido +■ Sprme parts were reconstructed after 1959 in- 

Abovetoeinntrcas llTnt,'^ * h ? S ,u U ' h 0f ,ha cour1 Vard (castle museum). 
Vetesi (2nd half Sr a ’ an “' s the “ a < of arm s of the Veszprem Bishop 
the surrounrtinn a . b °n Fr0 T he castle hl11 there are wonderful views of 
Asg CfpI Pe " AprlhMa V. Sept.-Oct. daily 8am-5pm. June- 


Horse harness 
museum 


Castle 
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Szarvas 

F3 

Situation and 
Importance 

Region: Bekes 

Altitude: 85m/279ft. Population: 20,000 

Situated in the southern part of the Great Plain, on Road 44 from Kecskemet 
to Bekescsaba, Szargas is best known for its arboretum. This once prosper¬ 
ous market town was destroyed during the Turkish wars and remained 
uninhabited until it was populated by Slovakian families in the 18th c. It 
owes its economic and cultural revival to the evangelical priest Samuel 
Tessedik (1742-1820), who built the evangelical church, pushed forward 
plans to develop the town and in 1790 founded the Practicum Economicum 
Institutum, one of the first agricultural schools in Europe, now a university. 

Arboretum 

In the north of the town is the famous arboretum, also known as Pepi-kert 
(Pepi Garden) after the pet name of its founder. When Jozsef Count Bolza 
the Guards officer of the imperial army, took leave of the town around 1830 
he had a 5ha/12 acre botanical garden laid out on his land in Szarvas, 
modelled on the gardens at Schonbrunn. His grandson Pal Bolza had the 
gardens moved from the Anna Woods to their present site because of river 
control of the Koros. Following his death the arboretum which had 
expanded to 42ha/210 acres passed into state ownership. Today there are 

1660 species of tree from all over the world on 84ha/420 acres, including 
such rare examples as the gingko, the sacred tree of the Japanese, and the 
Californian giant redwood. The yellow-brown leaves of the Ja P an ^ se 
maple are especially beautiful in autumn. Open April 15 th-November Is , 
daily 9am-6prrt. 

Samuel Tessedik 
Museum 

The school of economics founded by Pastor Tessedik is housed in the Late 

Baroque building at Vajda Peter utca 1 built in 1790. Archaeologica firi . 
regional folk art and documents on the economic history of the region a 
displayed (open: Tue.-Sun. 10am-4pnri). 

Evangelical 

church 

In the same street Samuel Tessedik built the evangelical church (IJMfflBI 
for his congregation. The neo-classical interior decor dates from around 

1800. 

Drying mill 
(Szarazmalom) 

Built in 1836 the mill driven by horse power at Ady Endre utca 1 is an 
interesting monument of agricultural history (open: daily 1-4pm). 

Traditional 
Slovakian house 

In the Szlovak tajhaz a long farmhouse with a reed roo^Hd pergo'a at 
Hoffmann utca 1 dated 1885 houses an exhibition on the lifestyle 
culture of the Slovaks who lived in Szarvas. 

Elisabeth 

Wood 

By the Dead Koros the 13ha/65 acre park, over 100 years old is named after 
the popular Hungarian queen and Austrian empress Elisabeth The for 
residence of the local artist Gyorgy Ruzicskay (1896-1989) contains g 
manent exhibition of his paintings. 

Szecseny 

See Balassagyarmat, Surroundings 

Szeged 

-- ^F3 

* Situation and 
Importance 

Region: Csongrad 

Altitude: 84m/276ft. Population: 177,000 

Szeged is the lively economic and cultural centre of t hf 0 s n °™rM nhabitafits 
plain, capital of the Csongrad region and with around loO.uuu 
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the fourth largest town in the country, Important food and textile industries 
have been established here. Both the Biological Research Institute in 
Ujszeged and the university enjoy international recognition, The bio¬ 
chemist and Nobel prize winner Albert von Szent-Gyorgyi who succeeded 
in isolating ascorbic acid (vitamin C) in 1928 taught here for a while. 

Settlement in the Szeged region dates back to the Stone Age. Since the History 
time of the Romans a trading centre has existed here for the salt deliveries 
from Transylvania. First officially documented in 1138 when it was already 
an important trading centre it was fortified with a castle in 1241 by King 
Bela IV after the devastating Mongol attack. Following the conquest by the 
Turks (1543) Szeged enjoyed the status of a Khas town, directly under the 
command of the sultan. On the extensive grazing land around the town, 
cattle rearing became another important branch of the economy. Owing to 
its involvement in the Rakoczi uprising the town was plundered and de¬ 
stroyed at the beginning of the 18th c. by the Habsburg troops. By 1787 the 
number of citizens in Szeged had reached 21,519. The economic upturn 
brought about by industrialisation did nottake off until the beginning of the 
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next century. Large parts of the town were destroyed by devastating floods 
in 1879, about 5500 houses collapsed and 60,000 people were made home¬ 
less. When the waters of the Tisza retreated, only 256 houses were left 
standing. Reconstruction of the city, which was planned and carried out 
within a few years, was made possible by the generous financial support of 
various European countries; Szeged's middle ring road is named after the 
capitals of these countries in recognition of their help - Bees (Vienna), 
London, Parisz (Paris), Brusszel (Brussels), Moszkvai (Moscow) and Roma 
(Rome). Trade and transport no longer play a key role in Szeged; in the 
20th c. it has developed into an important industrial centre for food produc¬ 
tion (Szeged salami) and into an administrative centre and university town. 


Sights 


**Townscape Fol lowing the flood damage of 1879 the centre of Szeged was rebuilt on the 

model of large European cities: extensive green areas, wide arterial roads 
together with an inner and outer ring road make up the structure of the 
inner city. The provincial development gave way to high elegant houses or 
whole complexes built in the historicist style or the latest art nouveau, of 
which numerous fine examples have been preserved. 


Around the Szechenyi ter 

Szechenyi ter After the flooding the old marketplace was replaced by the wide Szechenyi 

ter edged with plane trees. Statues of the nation's heroes and important 
citizens of the town line the paths of the park-like square. To the south of the 
square a monument commemorates the great reformist Istvan Szechenyi. 
The allegorical figures around the pond in the middle of the square symbol¬ 
ise both the life-giving and destructive properties of the River Tisza. 


Town hall 


Hotel Tis 2 a 


On the north-west side of the Szechenyi ter is the yellow painted Town Hall 
crowned with a central tower. It was built in 1883 to plans by Odon Lechner 
and Gyula Partos. The founder of Hungarian art nouveau made use of 
Neo-Baroque forms in which the two-dimensional rather than three- 
dimensional conception of the fagade was suggestive of the new architec¬ 
tural style. A narrow thoroughfare on the first floor similar to the Bridge of 
Sighs in Venice links the town hall with the neighbouring buildings. 

The renowned Tisza Szallo on the opposite side of Szechenyi ter (corner of 
Wesselenyi utca) has always been the focal point of the city's social life. 
Szeged society attended concerts and other cultural events in the great hall 
of this prestigious hotel built in 1866. 


Orban Griin This classical house at Szechenyi ter 13 was built in 1901 by a book printer. 

House Stone consoles support an oriel window with wrought-iron grilles and the 

figure of a Roman legionary in cast-iron. 

Zsoter House One of the buildings which withstood the floodwaters is the house at 

Szechenyi ter 9, built in 1844 in Late Classical style for the wealthy shipping 
merchant and corn handler Janos Zsoter. 


*Kiauzal ter. South of the Szechenyi ter is the charming Klauzal ter, an intimate square 

Karasz utca by Szeged standards, with one of the best cafes (Cafe Virag) far and wide. 

Together with the Karasz utca it is a popular pedestrian quarter and com¬ 
mercial centre of the town. The balcony of the so-called Karasz House 
(Klauzal ter 5) is of particular significance to the people of Szeged. Lajos 
Kossuth gave his final speech in Hungary from here before going into exile. 


Dom ter and surroundings 

* Dom ter A unique example of the Expressionist town architecture of the early 20th c. 

is the complex situated around the cathedral square in the south of the 
inner town. The starting point is the votive church (cathedral) on the north 
side of the square, built 1913-29, followed by the development of the Dom 
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Ferenc Mora Museum 


If r -S- P,ansbYB ® laRerrich(1881-1932J - Thehorses *ioe-shaped complex of 
buildings with a facade of fired and glazed clinker brick consists of the 
administrative offices of the university and the theological college in the 
west wing, the bishop's palace in the south-west and the science and 
medical institutes in the south and east. On the ground floor the round 
arched arcades of the three-storeyed wings open out onto the Dorn ter. The Arcades 
severe, almost oppressive, monumentality of the 300m/984ft-long row of 
arcades is only mitigated by the different shaped columns (the Baroque 
style columns are especially beautiful). Below the arcades is the so-called 
Szeged Pantheon", a collection of 89 busts and reliefs of important per- "Szeged 
tonalities from Hungarian history, art, literature and science. The eminent Pantheon'' 
Hungarian sculptor Alajos Strobl laid the foundations for this "gallery of 
fame" with his portraits. Since the completion of the cathedral square, the 
Szeged open air games, at which over 6000 people can take part in each 
event, have been held annually against the imposing background of the 
votive Church (the steps to the main doorway serve as a stage). 


The town owes its splendid cathedral, which adjoins the north side of the 
Dom ter, to a vow by the citizens of Szeged during the floods. The plans for 
me church, built in 1913-30, were by Erno Foerk and Frigyes Schulek, 
whose design for the facade was inspired by the Italian Romanesque 
cathedrals. Above the main doorway is the 3 m/ 10 ft-high statue of e 
Madonna, the patron of the church and protector of Hungary (Pa rona 
Hungariae). To the left and right of the Madonna are the twelve apostles i 
Reform of mosaic pictures. An interesting representation o _ t he 
can be found inside the cathedral in the mosaic by,ff r ® nc f r roat " 

baldachin of the high altar. It is also known as the "Madonna in a _ ■ 

p? ® he is depicted wearing a richly decorated fur coat -tVP 1 ^ . g nota ble 
lam region, as well as red slippers typical of Szeged. T 
crucifix by Janos Fadrusz on a side altar. 


Votive Church 

(Fogadalmi 

templom) 
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Szeged: Votive Church 

Demetrius tower 
{Do motor-to ro ny) 



This tower is of particular significance because it was the only medieval 
historical monument to survive the catastrophic floods of 1879. The lower, 
square part of the tower originates from the period when the first Deme¬ 
trius church was built in the 12th c., the octagonal part of the tower was a 
13th c. addition. The tower, incorporated into a new building, only cameto 
light in the 18th c. with the redesigning of the cathedral square when the 
ruins of the Baroque cathedral were cleared. It was restored and rebuilt as a 
baptistry to a design by Bela Rerrich. In the tympanum of the porch a 
Romanesque relief (12th c.) ofthe Agnus Dei was transferred from a church 
in the neighbouring village of Kiskundorozsma, now incorporated into 
Szeged. The interior of the chapel is decorated with paintings with histor¬ 
ical themes by Vilmos Aba-Novak (1894-1941). 


Musical clock In 1935 the Szeged watchmaker Ferenc Csuri completed the clock for the 

cathedral square. On the hour figures of well known statesmen, writers, 
former rectors and deacons of the university appear to the sounds of a 
tuneful melody. 


Greek Orthodox North-east ofthe Votive Church is the Greek Orthodox church of St Nicho- 

Church las {Gorogkeleti Szerb templom) built in 1773-78 by the new Serbian 

citizens in Baroque style. It has a fine iconostasis made up of 80 icons in a 
pearwood frame. 


Other sights 

Cultural palace 
Ferenc Mora 
Museum 
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During the reconstruction of Szeged the library at Roosevelt ter was built in 
Classical style with an ancient triangular gable on the main fagade in 
keeping with its function as a place of education and science. Known as the 
cultural palace this building houses not only the municipal library but also 
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he Ferenc M6ra Museum, named after the popular writer and researcher 
of ancient history Ferenc Mora (1879-1934). He laid thefoundationsforthe 
museum with his private collection of regional early and prehistory. In front 
of the building are statues of both the first directors of the museum, Ferenc 
Mora and Istvan Tomorkeny. 


North of Roosevelt ter by the Tis 2 a the castle garden (Varkert) stands on the Castle garden 

site of the castle built in 1246. After the floods the remaining walls of the castle museum, 

castle were dismantled because they did not fit in with the new concept of lapidarium 
the town. Only a square bastion remains. Since the restoration a museum 
and a lapidarium have been built using building material from the earlier 
castle. In the south-east corner of the castle garden there is a monument to 
Elisabeth ("Sissy"), Empress of Austria and Queen of Hungary, hewn from 
Carrara marble. 


The famous Viennese architects Fellner and Helmerwere commissioned to National 
build the new theatre in 1883, a magnificent building with a Neo-Baroque theatre 
facade. The semi-circular entrance side is on Docza utca. 

The finest art nouveau building in the town is the Palais Reok in Tisza Lajos "Palais Reok 
utca, built by the local Szeged architect Ede Magyar in 1906/07 for the water 
engineer Reok. This recently renovated building combines the superior 
elements of French and Hungarian art nouveau and its serene elegance is 
captivating. There are other fine examples of art nouveau houses (mostly 
residential and commercial properties) from around 1900 in the vicinitv of 
the Palais Reok, 


In Hajnoczy utca (No. 12) stands the Jewish synagogue, built in neo- Old synagogue 
classical style in 1843. An inscription on the outer wall in Hungarian and 
Jewish indicates the level of the floodwater in 1879. 
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The new synagogue between Hajnoczy utca and Gutenberg utca, a Seces¬ 
sionist building from 1900-03, was the largest church in Szeged until the 
Votive Church was built. The domed interior is superbly decorated; the 24 
tambour pillars symbolise the hours in the day, the blossom of the haw¬ 
thorn, faith and the stars of the universe. The dome is crowned by a star of 
David circled by rays of light. 

An important medieval edifice has been preserved south of the town centre 
on Matyas ter in the lower town (Alsovaros). The Franciscans, who had 
lived in Szeged since 1444, built a church in 1490 on the foundations of a 
Romanesque church. It is thought to have been completed in 1503. The 
nave of this hall church is spanned by magnificent fan vaulting or star 
vaulting (choir}, comparable with the Reformed Church in Nyirbator. Fur¬ 
ther remains of this Late Gothic building are the pointed arch windows 
between the delicate buttresses. 

After the Turks had left the town again, the interior of the church was 
decorated in Baroque style (around 1720} and a Baroque tower was added. 
The pulpit and the ornately carved high altar with figures in the choir, by the 
Franciscan monk Antal Graff, originate from this period. 

The Belvarosi hid (Old Bridge} in the extension of the Hid utca leads to the 
Ujszeged district on the left bank of the Tisza. North of the bridge on the 
flood plain is the swimming pool (Partfurdo) with a thermal water pool and 
sports pool. 

In the Fiiveszkert district on the left bank of the Tisza (Lovolde utca 22) the 
Szeged Botanical Gardens (Fuveskert), laid down in 1922, cover an area ot 
17ha/42 acres. Alongside various species of deciduous trees, shrubs ana 
about 70 types of pine tree, there are 1500 species of tropica plants ana 
numerous types of roses. In the ponds white waterlilies and Indian lotus 
flowers blossom. 


5km/3 miles north of Szeged on the E75 towards Kecskemet is the Feher-to 
nature reserve, a wetlands habitat where rare species of birds nest. 


}km/5 miles north-west, on the road to Kiskunhalas, is the old village (today 
ncorporated into the new), first mentioned in 1138, with a windmill _ 
1821 (Szelmalom utca). In 1905 there were still 23 windmills in Dorozsnw- 
ieautifully situated among poplar and pine woods on the outskirts o 
own is a bathing lake (Sziksosfurdo). Its warm waters at a temperature o 
}0°C/86°F containing soda are very inviting. At weekends the campsi 
re ry popular. 


Situated 7km/4 miles south-west of Szeged this is the centre ofthe pa? 
growing area. The small paprika museum (Voroshadsereg utja buj 
trates the traditional methods of growing, drying and milling. 


See Opusztaszer 

In the small fishing village 3km/2 miles east of Szeged (on the main r ° a !j! 
Mako) the customs and culture of the Lower Plains are still maintained 
remains of Gothic frescos have been preserved in the choir of St 
Church in Honfoglalas utca (around 1300). The Baroque transept toge 
with the tower were built in 1770, the main nave in 1941. A private col 
tion of ethnology and local history belonging to Jozsef Lele is open ■ 
visitors in his own house in the Varto utca 4 (open daily except Tue. and 
1-6pm), 
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4 km/ 2 '/j miles before Mako (branch off Road 43) is the village of Kiszombor Kiszombor 
with its interesting Romanesque church (11 th c.)* The small round building 
was probably built in the 11th c, for the nobles and later integrated into a 
larger church. During restoration work (1981) frescos from the 14th c. were 

exposed. 


Mako 

Joseph Pulitzer, the famous American newspaper publisher and the foun¬ 
der of the prizes for journalism, literature and music named after him, was 
born in 1847 in this market town on the Hungarian-Romanian border Since 
then Mako, situated on the banks of the Maros, about 30km/19 miles east of 
Szeged, has developed into an industrial city with a population of about 
30,000. For years the most important product of Mako has been onions 
which are traditionally grown here. Their outstanding quality is a result of 
the special methods of cultivation, the clayey soils and the long hours of 
sunshine. The town is named after a heroic follower of the king a ban 
(commander in the Hungarian border guard) who governed the region in 
the 13th c. and was awarded the settlement as a fief. During the Turkish 
period Mako shared the fate of many of the towns of the Great Plains that 
of devastation and migration of peoples. In 1821 the Maros burst its banks 
and almost destroyed the entire town, which, like Szeged, was completely 
rebuilt afterwards. 

The Hungarian poet Attila Jdzsef (1905 to 1937) lived at Kazinczy utca 6 for Attila Jozsef 
more than a decade. The local history museum is named after him at Museum 
Felszabadulas utja 4. Built in 1981 to a design by Mihaly Vincz it has a 
wooden sculpture by Imre Varga. The life of Joseph Pulitzer (1847-1911), 
who was born in Mako, together with the history of the town are docu¬ 
mented here. In the museum courtyard there is a house from the beginning 
of the century with original features, a forge and a cooper's workshop, 
granary and a cottage (open: Tue-Sun. 10am-6pm). 

The Baroque Reformed Church on the Kalvinterwas rebuilt and expanded Churches 

in 1722-78 in Classical style following the floods of 1828. The interior is also 

of this period and is the work of a carpenter from Mako. The Baroque parish 

church of St Stephan on the Szent Istvan ter from 1765/1772 has a Rococo 

pulpit and a Classical font. A trinity column has stood in the church square 

since 1888. 

This Classical building (Fo ter) has stood on the site of its Baroque prede- Town hall 
cessor since 1839, which was the administrative centre of the Csongrad 
region until 1850. 


Hodmezovasarhely 

Hodmezovasarhely (83m/272ft a.s.l.; pop. 54,000), situated 25km/16 miles 
north-east of Szeged, is an agricultural town typical of the Hungarian Lower 
Plain. The actual centre is surrounded by a broad belt of village settle¬ 
ments, interspersed with individual farmhouses. The transition from coun¬ 
ty to town is almost imperceptible and the expanse of individual plots 
which still fail within the town's boundaries makes a considerable ‘repres¬ 
sion. Hodmezovasarhely’s development into an industria °wn . . 

altered the rural landscape. Like Szeged, the town sh‘story goes back a 
long way with a long tradition as a trading and mar e _ ■ t WR 
Proportion of agricultural workers and small farmers resi tum Q f 

becoming the centre of the agricultural socialist m°v dant j even 

Ihecentury. Sometraditional arts and crafts have eenp> ^ Knitwear, 

reactivated, such as the manufacture of rnajo hca and porcelam. Kmtw 
hosiery and furniture from Hodmezovasarhely are o g 
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Janos-Tornyai Museum in Hodmezovasarhely 


- - 


Reformed Church 
and granary 


The Baroque church built in 1713/22 on the central Kossuth rtr had a 
sumptuously decorated gallery, which was transferred in 1892 to the Arts 
and Craft Museum in Budapest. In the neighbouring house, which is in the 
rural Baroque style, the church stored natural goods. 


Kossuth ter 


The central square of Hodmezovasarhely is Kossuth ter with the his o 
town hall (1893) offering fine views from its 57m/1 87ft high tower ;7^ 
hundredweight bell from the town hall tower was found a new ocation n a 
nearby park following a fire of1970 The hotel "Fekete SasHTBIaok.Eagle 
on the west side of the square was designed by Gyula Partos, whose he 
known work is the art museum in Budapest which he designed wi 
Lechner. The leader of the agrarian revolt, Janos Szanto IKovacs(1852 
1908), is commemorated by the town with a statue by Jozse 9 

(1965). Together with 123 other rebels Kovacs was sentenced in the grea 
town hall of Hodmezovasarhely in 1895. 


Greek Orthodox 
Church 


he resident Greek and Serbian merchants built a church at Szanto Jajios 
itca No. 9 in 1786-1807. Several tombstones can be seen on the oute 
if this Late Baroque church, inside is a fine iconostasis with the ico 
Jaum and a 18th c. Greek cross from Mount Athos. 


Janos Tornyai 
Museum 


fhe municipal museum which was established in 1904 in the buildings 
opposite the church (No. 16-18) is well worth a visit. It houses a co lec 

3 f paintings by Janos Tornyai (1896-1936), the ' painter of the Lower Plai ^ 

and founder of the artist colony in Hodmezovasarhely, which deve '°P e . 
:he first decades of this century. The local history department o 
museum has examples of furniture and fine specimens of local pottery^i 
prize exhibit is the early Stone Age Venus statuette, called Venus 
Kokeny domb", a fertility symbol, uncovered during excavations. 
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Szekesfehervar 


Reqion: Fejer 
Altitude : 111m/364ft 
population: 110,000 


Hardly any other town is so closely linked with the beginnings of the 
Hungarian monarchy as Szekesfehervar. It can claim to be the oldest seat of 
the monarchy and also possesses (still present as ruins) the former sepul¬ 
chral and coronation church of the Hungarian kings. This town, situated 
between the foothills of the Bakony Forest and the Velencei Mountains, has 
a well preserved inner town, which is almost provincial Baroque in appear¬ 
ance with numerous places of interest. Szekesfehervar is the regional 
capital and important industrial centre (aluminium, electronics, automo¬ 
bile manufacture). 


The Magyars are said to have already settled in the region around Szekes¬ 
fehervar at the time of the conquest. Prince Geza, the father of King Ste¬ 
phan I, erected a castle in 972 on a hill surrounded by marshes, where he 
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Szekesfehervar 


was interred in 997. The town, which, under Stephan I, rose to be the 
second most important town after Esztergom, was first recorded as "Alba 
regia" (Latin: "white chair"} in 1002 . Around 1000 Stephan I commissioned 
the building of a Romanesque church in which Hungarian kings were 
crowned and interred until the 16th c. The town was spared the ravages of 
the Mongol attacks in the 13th c. but not its capture by the Turks in 1543, 
who remained in Szekesfehervar almost 150 years (until 1688). At a time in 
which the Habsburgs and Ottomans were dividing up the empire between 
them andtheseatof parliament had been moved to Bratislava the old royal 
town was compelled to forfeit its importance. Following its elevation to the 
seat of a bishop in 1777 it had expanded into a Baroque town by the end of 
the century with 12,000 inhabitants. In the 19th c. the citizens drained the 
marshes and dismantled the town walls in order to extend the town out¬ 
wards. Not until afterthe Second World War did the regional capital of Fejer 
develop into an important industrial centre. 


Sights 

Note 


-Ruined garden 

(Kozepkori 

romkert). 

Royal basilica 


The narrow alleys of the historic town centre are closed to traffic; sights are 
easily accessible on foot. 

On Koronazo ter, hidden behind the bishop's palace, is the archaeological 
site of the Romanesque royal basilica with its foundations which have been 
exposed in several excavations since 1936 (open: Tue.-Sun. 10am-6pm). 
The church, a triple-naved basilica with semi-circular apse in the east was 
founded by King Stephan prior to the year 1000 and rebuilt several times 
until the 15th c. with the addition of a sepulchral chapel. It was of out¬ 
standing importance in the Middle Ages as the coronation church and 
place of interment of the Hungarian kings (altogether 11 kings are interred 



9 Podium 

10 Pulpit 

11 Tomb of King Stephen 

12 Gate 

13 Funeral Chapel of St Catherine 

14 St Anne's Chapel 

15 Tower 
15 Domicile 

17 Bishop's Palace 


Royal Basilica 


11th-12th c. 
14th—15th c. 
16th-20th c, 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 


Funeral Chapel 
of King Matthias 
Courtyard (11th c.} 
Sacristy and Treasury 
Choir with St Mary's Altar 
Funeral Chapels 
Bell Tower 
Choir 
Tombs 
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Szekesfehervar 


e ) The Turks plundered the kings' tombs, used the basilica as a mosque 
he j ] ater a s a munitions store. The ruins of the church which was badly 
damaged by an explosion in 1601 had to give way to the new bishop's 
i aC e jn 1789. Triggered by the sensational discovery of the two intact 
sarcophagi of King Bela III and his wife Anna of Chatillon, which were 
transferred to the cathedral crypt (the relics rest in St Matthew's church in 
Budapest, the burial objects are preserved in the National Museum) work 
began in the middle of the 19th c. on the systematic excavation of the area. 

Relics from the Romanesque church, especially building sculpture, tomb¬ 
stones, as well as a part of the red marble sarcophagus of King Louis I, are 
on show in the round arched hall in the east of the exhibition site (1936/38). 

Also to be found here is the notable marble sarcophagus, which was long *Marble 

thought to contain the remains of St Stephan or his father Geza. Recent sarcophagus 

research suggests that it is the coffin of Prince Imre, son of Stephan I, who 

died prematurely. This Roman coffin, with ornamental figures and reliefs 

was carved in the first half of the 11th c. by a Venetian stonemason. At one 

end is an angel figure holding a babe-in-arms which symbolises the soul of 

the deceased. 


The Barogue buildings around the Varoshaz ter create a fine picture. The *Varoshazter, 
dominant building on the square is the Bishop's Palace, built 1790-1801 Bishop's Palace, 
from the stones of the medieval basilica. The single storey palace was Town Ha)l 
designed by the architect Jakob Rieder in 18th c. plait style. 

The south side incorporates the town hall which consists of two buildings. 

The older, somewhat lower Baroque palace (1690), is decorated by an 
arched gateway made of interwoven columns showing personifications of 
intelligence and justice, by the Eisenstadt sculptor Thomas Walch (1717). 

The modern sculpture symbolising an imperial orb (reference to the histor¬ 
ical importance of the town) is by Bela Ohmann (1890-1968). The eques¬ 
trian figure of Pal Patzay (1936) commemmorates Szekesfehervar's famous 
regiment of hussars. Diagonally opposite the town hall, on the corner of 
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Szekesfehervar 


" Hiemer House 

Varoshbz ter and Jokai utca, is Hiemer House (around 1770). Despite its 
poor condition it is one of the most impressive Baroque buildings in the 
town. Fine details of the fagade include the stucco decoration of the corner 
oriel window on mask-bearing consoles and a niche statue of St Sebastian. 

From Jokai utca the visitor can glimpse the arcaded courtyard which it is 
hoped will soon to be restored to its former glory. 

Jokai utca, 

Oskola utca 

The narrow streets of the Old Town with their predominantly Baroque 
two-storey patrician houses lead into Varoshaz ter. One of the oldest 
houses in the town is in Oskola utca. On removal of the Baroque facade a 
gabled building of undressed stone was exposed with small, deeply set 
round-arched windows on the entrance side. 

Fo utca, former 

Cistercian 

monastery 

The Fo utca forms the main axis of the north Old Town, The Cistercian 
church and house was built 1745—51 by the Jesuits, later used by the 

Paulines and finally the Cistercians. Nowadays the house contains a branch 
of the Istvan Kiraly Museum (see below). Behind the twin tower facade of 
the church the interior is less impressive butcontains a few notable pieces, 
namely, the ceiling frescos by the Viennese Baroque artist Caspar Franz 
Sambach (1715-95) and the pulpit by Carlo Bebo from Obuda. The artistic 
carpentery (pews, picture frames, etc.) are the work of the Jesuits, whereas 
the magnificent Rococo decor of the sacristy (entrance Janos koz) is by 

Pauline monks. 

*Fekete Sas 

The inconspicuous two-storey building diagonally opposite (Fo utca 9) 
with the inscription "Fekete Sas" over the entrance is the Black Eagle 
pharmacy. It houses the superbly crafted interior of the former Jesuit 
pharmacy which was completed in the order's workshop in 1758 and 
transferred to this building following their dissolution m 1776 (open: Tue. 

Sun. 10am-6pm). 

Hotel Velence, 
Theatre 

The Hotel Velence, designed by M. Pollack about 1830, on the Fo ter near 
the theatre is a fine example of Hungarian Classicism. 

1st van Kiraly 
Museum 

In the north-east comer of the Old Town, Orszagzaszlci ter 3 a narrow 
building houses the extensive collections of the Istvan Kiraly Museum wit 
numerous exhibits on the history and culture of the town and region. The 

Roman finds are particularly interesting, together with those from t 

Magyar empire and stonemasonry from the Royal Basilica (open. Tue. 

Sun. daily 10am-6pm). 

Southern 

Old Town, 

St Peter and St 

Paul Cathedral 

The best place to begin the tour through the southern part of the Old - Jovm 
is at the Varoshaz ter. From here the Arany Janos utca turns off south and 
on the left hand side and at the highest point in the town on the site of th 
former castle of the Arpads rises the Cathedral of St Peter and St Paul. Great 

Prince Geza who instigated the affiliation of the Magyars to the Ro ™ 

Catholic church, built a small church here (see markings on the pavemen ), 
in which he was interred. In 1235 it became a Gothic parish church which in 
turn gave way to the new cathedral when Szekesfehervar was elevateHo a 
diocesan town (1759-78). The architect Martin Grabner retained the Gothic 
windows of »e earlier church in the wes, rowers of thisimijj «V rathe 
overpowering Late Baroque edifice. The interior frescos depicting scene 
frornthe life of King Stephan (the Saint) and the paintings of the side altars 
are bv Johann Cymbal from Vienna (1768). The choir and the high altar 
(1775) were the work of the Viennese architect Franz 1 'b^vjnzenz 

altarpiece (King Stephan kneeling before the Mother of God) V 

Fischer. 

St Anna's Chapel 

Szent Anna kapolna to the left of the cathedral is the only completely intact 
medieval building in the town. Built in 1478 as a cemetery chapel and used 
as a mosque during the Turkish period this small church was agajnChn 
tian in the early 18th c. and furnished with a Baroque altar, the roof ridg 
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St Anna Chapel Serbian church 


a 19th c. addition. A window rose crowns the narrow portal; the three 
narrow-arched windows display High Gothic tracery (foils). 

Jo2sef Budenz (1836-92), who developed comparative Finno-Ugrian lin- Budenz House 
guistics, was born in the charming Rococo building (1781) at Arany Janos 
utca 12. Nowadays it accommodates the Ybl Museum which has the art 
collection of Ervin Ybi and documents and personal items belonging to the 
architect Miklos Ybl (open: Tue.-Sun. 10am-6pm). Ybl is the most signif¬ 
icant representative of historical architecture in Hungary. 

Arany Janos utca comes to a point at Szentlstvan terwith the regional town Szent Istvan ter 
hall (1807-12) by Mihaly Pollack and Johann Tegl on the long right side. In 
the middle of the square is the equestrian statue of King Stephan by Ferenc 
Sidlo in 1938. 


The inconspicuous exterior of the church on the corner of Kossuth/Petofi 
u tca (entrance through the former house, now a priests' home, in the Petofi 

utca) bears no indication ofthe exceptionally impressive interior concealed 

behind it. The most important art treasure of this Rococo style church built 
'n 1745-48 are the ceiling frescos (1768/69) by the Baroque artist Franz 
Anton Maulbertsch from Upper Swabia depicting scenes from the life of 
Mary: in the first bay "The birth of Mary" (with Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and 
David in the spandrels), in the second bay "Mary s Ascension an ? 
c hoir the "Immaculate Conception". The paintings in the side a ars ( 
of St Joseph and St Anna) are by the same artist. On the ground floor of 
Monastery there is a small museum of church art. 

No. 15 Kossuth utca was formerly the Pelican Inn where, in the 19th c.^ the 
own's actors used to meet and perform. Afew yards on the ™ ad '\ rt 

(at the point where Tancsics utca joins) to a small squa .... domed 

nouveau house, almost oriental in appearance, an j 
baths. 


"Former 
Carmelite 
monastery and 
church 


Kossuth utca 


285 


Scanned by CamScanner 






























Szekesfehervar 

The old Serbian quarter lies in the west of the Old Town in the RSc utca. 
Some houses have been converted to an open-air museum, documenting 
the art and lifestyle of the Serbs. The Greek Orthodox church is a narrow 
Baroque building from the first half of the 18th c. It has a fine iconostasis 
and a 15th c. Madonna icon. 


Surroundings 


Farmer Serbian 
quarter, 

Serbian church 


Varpalota 


Castle 


Zichy Castle 


Situated on the edge of the Bakony Forest, 23km/14 miles west of Szekes- 
fehervar, Varpalota is an important industrial centre, which was formed at 
the end of the Sixties by the amalgamation of three districts: Varpalota with 
its large lignite works, Inota with a power station and aluminium foundry 
and Petfurdo with the largest Hungarian artificial fertiliser plant and chemi¬ 
cal works. Inota was an important settlement on the military road which 
passed by here at the time of the Romans. Near Petfurdo, which was 
famous for its spa baths, there is still a 1800 year old Roman dam, 
3Q0m/984ft long and in places as high as a house, built from massive 
blocks. 

There has been a castle in Varpalota (= castle) since the 14th c., which was 
extended from 1439 to 1445 and rebuilt in the early 16th c., incorporating 
the latest defensive architecture to repel the approaching Turkish armies. It 
is a square site with four bastions let into the wails and moats. It changed 
hands often during the Turkish period. When the Ziehy counts took over the 
building in the 17th c, they turned it into a residential castle in 1699/1702* In 
the 19th c* the north corner tower was demolished and the building left to 
decay. Restored in the Seventies the castle today contains a collection of 
local history and the Hungarian Museum of Chemical Industries {open: 
April-September Tue-Sun. 11am-5pm). 

Built in 1725 the castle was converted in a romantic historicist style by 
Miklos Ybl in 1863. Nowadays it houses an artillery museum (open: Tue.- 
Sun. 10am-6pm). 


**Roman Settlement Tac Gorsium Herculia 


Situation and 
Importance 


History 


Tour 
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One of the largest and most impressive Roman excavation sites in Hun 9^ 
is about 16km/10 miles south of Szekesfehervar near the small town ot lac 
(signposted from here). 

On the site of a former Celtic settlement, at the crossroads of strategically 
important long distance routes, the Romans established a ^'tarycamp in 
the 1st c. which was awarded its town charter by Emperor Hadrian in t _ 
2nd c and raised to the status of provincial parliament for Lower Pannon • 
The annual provincial gatherings in May/June were accompanied Dy cu. 
celebrations in honour of the emperor requiring the appropriate otticiai 
buildings, places of worship, public squares and other institutions. 

2nd and 3rd c„ devastated by the Sarmatians, the town was rebuilt at 
the end of the 3rd c. and named Herculia, after Maxim,anu S Hercul.us tne 
co-ruler of Emperor Diocletian. At its peak about 7000-8000 people live 
Gorsium Herculia. 

The town's final heyday lasted until the middle of the 5th c. when it 
gradually depopulated and disappeared off the map. 

The main part of the excavations is to the north of the ticket office on the car 
park. The former north-south road (Cardo maximus) with attractive y 
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carved stone reliefs and tombstones (copies and originals) leads to the 
town centre of Gorsium Herculia. A main road (Decumanus maximus) ran 

'n an east-west direction through the town; on lts nn^hP nfher side 
quarter with shops and workshops has been excava e . . west 

of the main road were the public buildings and squarr ■ whjch had 

Standing to the left in front) are the foundations of a large pa " ha ^ 

* bath consisting of four rooms that could be heated sever^ha Is on he 
north side and a granary in the east. The former Chnstian^-ca^ ^ 
right towered over a residential house where jj ac jjoins the forum 

mosaics have been restored. The east side of Adioining it is the holy 

With its public facilities and the Cap ' toll ^ te Q P f the provincial congress, 
a rea (area sacra) with the official building cellar of a building 

several places of worship (imperial tempos) close d off down to 

extensively decorated with frescos. The ho V (rpstore d) fountains were 
the main road by a wall into which two beau 
built. 
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Gorsium-Hercufia: stone statue .. . 



.,. and remains of wails 


The ruins of a residential house (Villa Leporis), which was part of a 4th c. 
villa quarter outside the town walls, were exposed in a small shady wood 
south of the ticket office, together with a cemetery which was laid out later 
Museum (4/5th c.). A visit to the small museum is highly recommended to see the 

originals of the stone sculptures and grave stelae as well as other in¬ 
teresting finds, especially the charming bronze statuettes of Venus. 


Szekszard 
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Region: Tolna 
Altitude: 110m/360ft 
Population: 37,500 

This pretty little town, surrounded by hills, 145km/90 miles south from 
Budapest, provincial centre of Tolna, is famous as the main town in an 
important wine-growing region. Grape varieties grown include Kadarka 
and Bull's Blood, both hearty, strong red wines. Blue Franconian, Cabernet 
and Riesling. The surrounding area is agricultural (cereal-growing); along¬ 
side the traditional furniture industry and a dairy, there is an important 
chemical industry. Szekszard is situated in Sarkoz country where folk art 
still thrives. 

The Romans, who settled in the Celtic settlement which existed here, called 
it Alisca. The Benedictines built a monastery in 1061. In the 18th c. Germans 
settled in this region which was heavily depopulated after the Turkish rule. 
Wine-growing dates back to the time of the Romans; in the 14th c. it was the 
Hungarian and Turkish wine-growers, later the German settlers, who were 
responsible for the respected reputation of Szekszard wine at home and 
abroad. Szekszard was the home town of the "Hungarian Munchhausen' 
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Janos Hary whose glorious deeds were described by the writer, born in 
Szekszard, Janos Garay; Zoltan Kodaly wrote a lyrical drama on the story 
the music of which has become famous as the "Hary Janos Suite". 


Sights 

Adam 8eri Balogh. a general under Prince Rakoczi in the liberation strug¬ 
gle, was born ,n Szekszard. The museum (Martirok tere 26, open- Tue -Sun 
10 am- 6 pm a neo-classical building from 1895, contains a good archae¬ 
ological CO lection from local excavations; there is a fine specimen of a 

S^offork^from Sa^r 6 ' ^ e,hn09raphic “"«*>" oonsists 

building by Andris Mate and Ern6 1 SlMihilyBabite 08^-1941 )™reat 
Hungarian poet of the 20th c„ came from Szekszard; the house comaTns 
memorabilia and manuscripts with a monument to him in front of the 
entrance. 

The residence of Baron Antal Augusz (Szechenyi utca 36-40) built in 1820 
is a very colourful sight: the white central part is Classical, the pint 
coloured right wing resembles the Castello Miramare in Trieste, the grey 
left wing is German Baroque. Franz Liszt was often a guest here giving 
concerts At the baron's request Liszt composed a mass for the consecu¬ 
tion of the church in the new town; however, this "Szekszard Mass" was 
not performed until later. Nowadays the building is used as a music school 
tounst office and a Liszt museum. In the garden behind the house is a bust 
or Liszt by Borsos. 

The Hotel Garay opposite Augusz House is the former Grand Hotel, built 
around the turn of the century (wine bar in the cellar). 

The design for this beautiful classical building with Doric columns and a 
central ressaut (1828—33) on Bela ter is by Mihaly Pollack (1773-1855). In 
. e courtyard the ruins of a Romanesque Benedictine monastery church, 
uiIt by King Bela I in 1061, were discovered in the Seventies. Numerous 

medieval documents together with letters from Liszt are stored in the 
archives. 

The church on Bela ter, one of the largest single-naved churches in Hun¬ 
gary, was built by Johann Joseph Thalherr (architect of the Eszterhazy 
, a ace Bratislava), in 1802—05 in Rococo style. The ceiling paintings are 
by G, Darlach. 

The neo-classical Romantic town hall (Bela ter 8) dates from the middle of 
e last century; during renovation work in 1904 art nouveau elements 
w ere added. 

This house in 18th c. plait style dating from 1780 (Babits Mihaly utca 13) is 
edicated to the poet (open: Tue.-Sun. 9am-5pm). 

yiuhme Cenci was the grandmother of Mihaly Babits, one of whose novels 
was a tribute to her. The courtyard on Bartina Hill above the town, 25 
minutes' walk from Kadarka utca (north of Babits' birthplace), was built in 
o26 and belonged to the Babits family; old pressing equipment is on 
■splay in the wine cellars. There is a fine view over the Sarkoz countryside 
bown to the Danube. The Baroque crucifix above the farmhouse was 
er ected in 1827. 


Adam Beri 
Balogh Museum 


"Mihaly Babits" 
House 


Augusz House 


Regional House 
(Megyehaza) 


Catholic 
parish church 


Town hall 


Birthplace of 
Mihaly Babits 

Muhme Cenci 
courtyard 
(Cenci nerti 
majorja) 


Surroundings 

P fi cs (9km/6 miles south-east of Szekszard) with 4300 inhabitants is the Decs 
' ar gest district in the Sarkoz and a centre of folk art. The "Folk Craft 
Museum of the Sarkoz Region" contains displays of costumes, furniture 
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Szekszard: Town Hall 


and other craft products. Every two years in Decs the "Sarkoz Wedding" is 
celebrated when the wedding couple and all the guests wear traditional 
19th c. costumes. The Gothic reformed church (15th c.) underwent Baroque 
decoration in the 18th c. 


Gemenc Forest 


About 12km/7 miles east of Szekszard the Gemenc Forest, 500 sq.km/ 
193sq. miles of protected countryside, stretches along the right bank of the 
Danube. The unspoilt meadowland with dead river tributaries provides a 
habitat for many rare species such as the river eagle and the black stork. 
The reserve is only accessible from Gemenc (bus to Szekszard) by narrow 
gauge railway or boat. Trips are organised by Tolna Tourist (Szekszard, 
Szechenyi utca 38). The train runs all year round, the boats only operate 
May-October. 


Szentendre 


E 2 


Situation and 
^Importance 


Region: Pest 
Altitude: 101m/331ft 
Population: 18,300 


'his small town on the hilly right bank of the Danube about 20km/12 nrv 
iorth of Budapest is one of the most popular destinations for people tr 
he capital. The individual character of this lovingly restored Old Town w 
s narrow streets and picturesque views of the Danube was shaped in 

8th c. by the immigrant Serbs whose culture, religion traditions ana 
ibove all building methods left their mark on the town. At the beginning 
he 20th c. numerous artists were attracted to this charming little tow Y 
he river and many still are today. Small museums and galleries mvr e 
hsitor to inspect their work and there is no shortage of souvenir shop 
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Szentendre 


Visegrad, Leanylalu 


Artists Colony 



selling folk art. During the summer months the town is full of countless 
tourists. 


Szentendre is linked to Budapest by the suburban train HEV. In summer Transport 
boats operate between the Budapest mooring post Vigado ter and Szen¬ 
tendre. The centre of the town is closed to traffic and the sights can easily 
be reached on foot. 


The origins of this settlement go back to the 4th c. when the Celts were 

present here. The Romans established a mi itary camp° uJnlfsbura) tEp 
B ukkos stream in the 1st c. -d “Hed^t U c,s,a Castm (Wo^tgi.Jhe 

conquering Magyars were also taken wnn u _ nrtll , Anrirpas" in 

The settlement was first officially documented as SenflusAndreas^m 

1146 under possession of the Kendra. fleeing to escape the 

waves of Greek Orthodox Serbs c syn0 nomous with population 

Turks. For Szentendre Turkish rule was ^ wjthdrawn f r0 m Hun- 

losses, migration and devastation. As hg 17th c many Serbs, who 

gary, but not from the Balkans, at th . t t ^ e Hungarian lands. In 

had fought on the side of the H^^^ouhemcraftsmen and met- 
Szentendre 6000 refugees alone se < jshec j j n the 18th c. Outward 
chants. Through their busy trade the . ( seV en in total), instead of 

signs of this prosperity are the Baroque churches (se 


History 
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Szentendre 


wooden ones, dominating the skyline with their silhouettes. The town 
became the religious and cultural centre of the Hungarian Serbs and seat of 
the Greek Orthodox bishopric. Epidemics, including the devastating vine 
pest in 1880, and floods retarded the development of Szentendre in the 
19th c. At the beginning of the 20th c. painters, sculptors and designers 
discovered this small town, untouched by industrialisation, thereby encou¬ 
raging tourist development in Szentendre. 


Sights 

Opening times The museums and galleries in Szentendre are open Apr.-Oct. Tue.-Sun. 

10am-6pm, unless stated otherwise; on Wednesday there is no entrance 
fee. With the exception of the Blagovescenska Church and the Catholic 
parish church on Templom ter the Baroque churches are usually only open 
at the weekend. 


*Fo ter 


* Blagovescenska 
Church 


Lined with attractive merchants' houses in Baroque and 18th c. plait style, 
the triangular Fo ter, the main square in Szentendre, is under historical 
protection. In the middle of the square stands the Merchants Cross , a 
wrought-iron cross on a stone pedestal decorated with icons, erected by 
the "Privileged Serbian Business Community" in 1763 following a plague 
epidemic. 

On the Danube side of Fo ter {corner of Gorog utca) towers the beautiful 
Serbian Orthodox Blagovescenska church which was built in 1752/54 
according to plans by Andreas Mayerhoffer (1690-1771) and is dedicated 
to the Annunciation. 

The fagade of the church is formed by lisieres which lead along the narrow 
entrance hall out over the main ledge to the helm roof of the integrated 
fapade tower. Focal point of the simple entrance side is the doorway with a 
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Margit-Kovacs Museum 



Serbian Orthodox Church ecclesiastical art 


Baroque curved balcony above it. On the fresco above the side entrance is 
the expansive representation of Emperor Constantine and his mother 
Helena with the cross of Christ. The iconostasis within the church is the 
work of the Serbian artist Michael Zivkovic. 

Open Tue.-Sun. 10am-5pm. 

The 18th c. plait style building from 1797, situated to the left of the Blago- Karoly Ferenczy 
vescenska church (Fo ter 6) contains the art treasures of the Ferenczy Museum 
family, particularly the works of Karoly Ferenczy (1862-1917), the famous 
Impressionist painter, born in Szentendre. Other artists represented in¬ 
clude his wife Olga Fialka and their children, the painter and designer Valer 
Ferenczy (1885-1954), the renowned tapestry weaver Noemi Ferenczy 
(1890-1957) and her twin brother Beni Ferenczy (1890-1967), famous rep¬ 
resentative of modern Hungarian sculpture. Open: Tue.-Sun. 

10am-5.30pm. 


These six narrow houses and shops (Fo ter 2-5) all under one roof, which 
originally were the homes of six merchants' families, make an interesting 
architectural ensemble. The shops were on the ground floor of each build¬ 
ing with the living accommodation above; the roof was used as a ware¬ 
house. Nowadays the ground floor of the complex is a gallery which shows 
paintings by local artists. 

On the opposite side of the square a permanent exhibition in the Baroque 
house at No. 21 shows the work of the Cubist painter Janos Kmetty (1889- 
'■975). Notable is the so-called Dalmatian shop window, where during 
business hours the wooden shutters were taken down and used as a 
counter. 


Merchants' 

houses, 

Art gallery 


Kmetty Museum 


The picturesque Gorog utca, where predominantly Greek families built 
their homes and trading houses in the 18th c. (gorbg=Greek), leads down 
from the Fo ter to the banks of the Danube. The Baroque house on the 


'Gorog utca, 
Margit Kovacs 
Museum 
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Barcsay 

Museum 


Ciprovacka 

Church 


Opovacka 

Church 

Pozarevacka 

Church 


Rakoczi utca, 
Folk art 
museum 


Templom ter 


*View 


Catholic 
parish church 


Czobel Museum 


Serbian 
Orthodox 
Episcopal Church 
{''Belgrade" 
Church) 


corner of Gorog utca and Vastagh Gyorgy utca was used as a salt house in 
the 18th c Its small front windows with grilles and its magnificently ornate 
arched gateway make it one of the finest Baroque buildings in the town. In 
ten rooms of the building are works by the renowned sculptress and 
ceramics artist Margit Kovacs (1902-77), who combined modern and tradi¬ 
tional elements in her work. The ceramics collection is one of the most 
popular in the country. In the basement and in a wing opened later her 
religious inspired works are on show. Open: Tue. to Sun. 10am 6pm. 

The southern extension of Fo ter is formed by Dumtsa Jeno utca. At No. 10 
several hundred works by the painter and mosaic artist Jeno Barcsay 
(1900-87) are exhibited. Open: Tue.-Sun. 10am-6pm. 


To the south of Fo ter in Peter Pal utca, on the site of a wooden church from 
1708, stands the Serbian Orthodox Ciprovacka church, known as the Peter 
and Paul Church since 1857. Burnt down in 1800, it was rebuilt in the second 
half of the century and today serves the Catholic community. 

The Opovacka Church in Rakoczi Ferenc utca now belongs to the Reformed 
community of Szentendre. 

The Greek Orthodox church on the Vuk Karadzcics ter was built by immi¬ 
grants from the region around Pozarevac (south-east of Belgrade) on the 
site of a wooden church from 1690. According to the Orthodox faith the 
choir had to face east which is why the rear of the church faces the street. 
The iconostasis was probably brought by the refugees from their home¬ 
land. The central part has a double winged entrance known as the Isars 
Gate which is very beautiful. 

Returning to Fo ter a short walk through Rakoczi utca is recommended. On 
the right side facing the castle hill the old building of the Museum of Folk 
Art still provides a reminder of traditional building methods. The cellar (still 
in use) was at street level, a steep covered stairway leads up to the entrance 
of the house. The exhibition only consists of two rooms of ethnographical 
collections and curiosities of folk art, so after a short look the visitor can 
proceed up to the castle hill, on which lies Templom ter (church square). 

The walled Templom ter on the top of the castle hill was the focal point of 
the settlement in the Middle Ages. In the 18th c. Catholic: Croats fro 
Dalmatia settled here around the church. Nowadays it is chiefly tourists 
who come to enjoy the splendid view over the rooftops. In[ summer the 
church square is bustling with market stalls offering a wide choice of 
souvenirs. 

This church dedicated to John the Baptist on Templom ter is thought to 
originate from the beginning of the 14th c., with 15th c. additions, and to be 
bum on the site of an older small church. The Gothic period resulted .a 
Romanesque and a Gothic tower window and a sun dial on the south-west 
buttress In the 18th c. Catholic immigrants from Dalmatia took over the 
church which had been abandoned and damaged by the Turks, restoring it 
in 1710 and again in 1780 in Baroque style. Modern frescos can be found 
inside the church. 


In the house opposite the church (Templom ter 1) the artistic heritage of the 
Hungarian painter Bela Czobel (1883—1976) is on show. 


The most elegant of the seven Baroque churches in Szentendre is the one 
north of the castle hill in Alkotmany utca, the Episcopal Church consecrated 
in 1764 (Gorog-keleti szekesegyh^z; known as the "Belgrade church), 
recognisable by its red and yellow fagade. A wrought-iron gate (1771/72) 
from the workshop of the local artistic locksmith Marton Ginesser leads 
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Collection 


into the church garden. As with the Blagovescenska church on Fo ter the 
nave wall on the entrance side merges with the soaring tower to make it 
vertically dynamic. The most imposing part is the gilded iconostasis carved 
from limewood 

Diagonally opposite the Episcopal Church in the former Bishop's Palace the 
berbian Collection of Church Art comprises valuable sacral objects belong- 
ing to the Orthodox church. Together with other older works of art brought 
y the Serbs from their homeland the collection contains liturgical requi- 
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Szolnok 


Other museums 

sites, chasubles, icons, etc. from the 17th-19th c. Open: Wed.-Sun. 
10am-4pm 

The museum at Hunyadi utca 1 is dedicated to the picturesque work of the 
Surrealist Lajos Vajda (1908-41). The artist couple Imre (1907-44) and Anna 
Margit (1913-91) Amos are commemorated in the single-storey Baroque 
house at Bogdanyi ut 10. Imre Amos was a victim of the holocaust. A small 
glass pavilion at Ady Endre utca 5 houses sculpture and small models by 
Jeno Kerenyi (1908-75). 

Preobrazenska 

Church 

The G reek Orthodox church in the Bogdanyi ut 40 at the foot of the Szatmar 
hill, one of the finest Pravoslavic churches in Szentendre, was built by 
tobacco farmers and tanners in Baroque style. Women were only allowed 
to enter the rear of the church. Focal point of the interior is the dark green 
iconostasis with five overlapping rows of pictures and gilded Corinthian 
columns. Particularly beautiful is the gilded wood carving of the Tsar's 
Gate in the centre and the eight icons which surround it. 

Artists' colony 

Further north of the church, atVoros Hadsberg utja 51, isthe artists' colony 
founded in 1928 with several artists still working there. Exhibitions are held 
in the gallery. 

Szentendre 

Island 

Opposite the town there is an island in the Danube, 31 km/19 miles long and 
2.3km/1’/? miles wide, which stretches as far as the city of Budapest. A 
bridge at the village of Tahitotfalu, 10km/6 miles away, connects the island, 
which consists mainly of arable land, vegetable fields and allotments, to 
the mainland. Horany and Surany are holiday resorts. 

Leanyfalu 

2km/1 mile north of Szentendre is the resort of Leanyfalu with holiday 
homes, a swimming pool and a campsite by the Danube. 


Surroundings 

^^Ethnographical An excursion to the open air museum about 3km/2 miles north-west of 


open air museum 

Szentendre on the road to Visegrad is highly recommended. It was opened 
in 1974 and when all the buildings and settlements have been moved from 
theiroriginal sites and rebuilt itshould be the largest of its kind in Hungary. 
The plan is to recreate the rural architecture and lifestyle often different 
settlements with buildings typical of the region, predominantly from the 
18th and 19th c. Scattered about the gently rolling landscapethe individual 
"villages" are linked by pathways. Some buildings from West Transdanu- 
bia have already been reconstructed as well as a settlement from Upper 
Tisza region and the Little Hungarian Plain. Together with the houses, 
which have been reproduced in great detail, the various working quarters, 
mills, stables, barns, a forge, a weaver's workshop and a village church 
provide an insight into the everyday life of the rural population. The main 
attraction of the settlement from the Upper Tisza region, the wooded area 
on the eastern border of present-day Hungary, is the Reformed Church 
from the village of Mand, built in 1787/90. The free-standing clinker- 
covered 17th c. bell tower once belonged to the daughter church in Nebes- 
borzova. On the hill above this settlement is the log-cabin style Greek 
Orthodox church from the little village of Mandok, which is representative 
of the basic type of Orthodox church in the North and South Carpathians. 
The interior of this 18th and 19th c. church meets the liturgical require¬ 
ments of both the Greek Orthodox and Roman Catholic churches. 

Piiis Hills 

See Esztergom, Surroundings 

Szolnok 

F 2 
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Szolnok 


Szolnok, 100km/62 miles south-east from Budapest on the confluence of 
the Zagyva and the Tisza, is the most important centre for transport and 
communication in the Great Plain (with a river port). The frequent devas¬ 
tation of the town means that little of historical interest remains, except for 
handsome 19th c. streets in the mner town. The town is mainly industrial 

(railway carnages, sugar, paper and shoe factories, chemicals) Szolnok is 
also a spa town. 


Situation and 
Importance 


The h story of thetown has for centuries been determined by its situation at 
a strategy crossing point on the Tisza - altogether it has been destroyed17 
times. K ng Stephan built a castle here in 1075. In 1552 the Turks conouered 
the castle, for 130 years Szolnok was a "Sandschak" a Turkish adminis 
native and military centre. The first pile bridge was buih over the Sza in 
1562. From 1706 the castle was the headquarters of the freedom fighter 
Rakoczi (see Famous People), in 1709, along with so many others it was 
taken by Imperial troops and blown up. In 1847 the economy was consid 
erably boosted by the opening of the Pest-Szolnok ra.lway and the r*u- 

ha!f°nf°Ih he T H SZ3 t A f 11W3S StlM ° f strate 9' c importance 35% of all houses 
WnnV w and numerous bridges were destroyed in the 

fecovery^a n d exp a ns i o'n 06 #nd ° f the War induStry has 


History 


Sights 

Station M'n nH 0ra If th v e 900th anniversar Y of the town in 1975 the New 
ThP rpiiif £ al / k audvar > was opened and the Jubilee Monument unveiled. 
nk ! e s ., by the scu, P tor Ferenc Gyurcsek and the architect Miklos Kem- 
pts depict the most important events in the town's history. 

On Kossuth ter (No. 4), the old main square of Szolnok, stands the Late 
lassica! former Hotel Magyar Kiraly Szalloda, today the Damjanich 
vi use urn with an extensive archaeological department and an interesting 
c ° i c ’ lon (open: Tue.-Sun. 10am-6pm). Janos Damjanich (1804-49) 
was a leader of the Independence struggle and was executed following its 
e eat, Ferenc Verseghy (1757-1822) was a writer and linguist of the 
enlightenment. 


he historic complex of the regional town hall (Kossuth utca, east of the 
ossuth ter) dates from 1878. The revolutionary government of Imre Nagy 
was proclaimed here in November 1956. 

In the district of Taban north of Szabadsag ter (Taban utca 7, 8, 19, 51 and 
53) there are interesting old farmhouses on the west bank of the Zagyva 
with wooden gables. 

On the site beyond the bridge overthe Zagyva stood the castle, but there is 
nothing left to be seen today (monotonous modern residential area). The 
castle church on the Tisza was built in 1824 using material from a demol¬ 
ished Turkish mosque. Behind it is a classical statue of St Johann Nepomuk 
bom 1804. 

On the left hand side behind Gutenberg ter are the houses of Sandor Bikari 
a nd Adolf Fenyes which formed the artists' colony in 1902. Many sig¬ 
nificant Hungarian sculptors and painters have worked here since then 
(e.g, Ferenc Chiovini). 

Crossing the Tisza bridge - the first steel bridge was built in 1911, the 
Present one dates from 1945 —leads to a wood surrounded by a dam on the 
eft bank with a sports hall, bathing beach, thermal baths and campsite. 

From the Tisza bridge along the right bank an attractive park stretches 
downstream ending at a complex which comprises the Hotel Tisza and 


New station 
Jubilee monument 


Damjanich 

Museum, 

Verseghy 

Library 
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farmhouses 
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thermal baths. The waters are 56°C/133°F and are used in the treatment of 
rheumatism, arthritis and gynaecological disorders. 

Opposite the hotel is the Szigligeti Theatre opened in 1912. 

The former synagogue (Koltoi Anna utca 2, west of the thermal baths), built 
in 1899 by Leopold Baumhorn, houses the picture gallery of the Damjanich 
Museum. It shows works from the Szolnok artists' colony since its earliest 
beginnings (open: Tue.-Sun. 10am-6pm). 

The Baroque Franciscan church not far from the gallery (Koltoi Anna utca 8) 
was built in 1724-57 and is the most important historical monument in 
Szolnok; the architect was the Italian Carlone, who designed other build¬ 
ings in Eger, Inthe main altarpiecethe disciples are wearing 18th c. Hungar¬ 
ian costume. Unfortunately the church is only open during services, The 
convent (1723-51) and the church form a closed square. 


Surroundings 

Cegted Cegled, with 42,000 inhabitants the largest town in the region of Pest, is 

situated 30km/19 miles west of Szolnok in the north of a large fruit and 
vegetable growing region. It played an important role in the 1848 freedom 
struggle; Lajos Kossuth began his tour here on September 24th 1848 with a 
fiery speech recruiting volunteers for the revolutionary army. The Baroque 
Trinity Column has stood on this historical site on Kossuth ter since 1896, 
The Classical Reformed Church (Szabadsag ter) with over 2000 seats, 
40m/131ft towers and a 60m/197ft high dome was built by Jozsef Hild, the 
superb Hungarian Classicist, in 1835 (e.g. cathedrals in Eger and Esz- 
tergom); the interior is plain (only open for services). The relief with the 
picture of Szegedi Kis, the reformer about 1545, was by Miklos Borsos. 
The Kossuth Museum, housed in an art nouveau building (Muzeum utca 5), 
illustrates the independence struggle of 1848 and the exile in Turin of 
Kossuth (1861-94) and contains a collection of local crafts and history 
(open: Tue.-Sun. 10am-6pm}. 


Szombathely 


Situation and 
Importance 


History 


Region: Vas 
Altitude: 216m/707ft 
Population: 86,300 

Szombathely, about 50km/31 miles as the crow flies south of Sopron on the 
eastern edge of the Alps, is the second largest economic and cultural centre 
in West Transdanubia. This busy industrial town (agricultural machinery, 
precision engineering, shoes, textiles) is the administrative seat of the Vas 
region with a teacher training college and a renowned art gallery, 
Savaria festivals take place in summer. Only a few buildings remain ot t 
Late Baroque town, as much of Szombathely was destroyed in the Secona 
World War. 

Since the Stone Age the town was situated on important trade i-outes; the 
Bernstein road linking Italy with the Baltic ran past here. The Homan 
founded the "Colonia Claudia Savaria” in 43 b.c„ in 107 it was the capital 
the province of Pannonia Superior; in 193 L Septimius Severus 
elected emperor. No less a person than St Martin was born in Savaria i 
316. By the 5th c. the population of the town had grown to 30,000, but m _ 
an earthquake had such devastating consequences that the name o 
ria did not appear again for centuries. Under Charles the Great the to 
came under Frankish rule; its German name Steinamanger stems from this 
time, which probably referred to its abandoned state. From the 13th c. 
Szombathely belonged to the bishops of Gy6r, In 1777 Maria Theresia was 
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responsible for the town becoming the seat of a bishop and undergoing an 
economic and cultural revival. The first bishop of Szombathely, Janos 
Szily, had Szombathely rebuilt and expanded into a residential town. Fol¬ 
lowing the Second World War the town recovered quickly. 


Sights 


Berzsenyi Daniel ter is the centre of Szombathely as it was in Roman times. 
The forum of Savaria probably stood where the cathedral now stands. The 
cathedral, bishop's palace, former priests' seminary and Eolbey House-all 
works by Melchior Hefele — together with the square form an ensemble 
where the influence of Bishop Szily is still apparent this monument stands 
in front of the cathedral). The rather uninspiring facade of the cathedral, 
which Hefele worked on from 1791 until his death in 1797 dominates the 
square; the building was completed in 1814. The tower roofs were later 
additions. Unlike the facade, a cross between Late Baroque and Classicism, 
the interior (including frescos by Maulbertsch), which was destroyed in the 
last war, was ornate Baroque. The altars were either reconstructed or 
restored; a picture by Istvan Takacs ( 1951 ) replaces the Maulbertschi pamt- 
ln 9 in the high altar. The statues at the main altar and those of the facade 
(Moses, John the Baptist; the apostles Peter and Paul and a |le 9°" C3 ' 
f'gures) are by Philipp Prokop. The pulpit, still intact, was completed by 
Martin Rumpelmayer to a design by Hefele. 

Opposite the cathedral is Eolbey House, built in 1796, which 
dates the Revolution Museum of the Vas region (open. 

9am-6pm). 

The Late Baroquegroupof buildings ( 1778 - 83 ) which occupies^the^ g ^ 

*[ >e square (Berzsenyi t6r 3) is entirely in the Hungary _ fi'es of the 
The attic, which adjoins the central ressaut, has a eg ooen to visitors 
jrirtues and the coat of arms of Bishop Szily. The pa d f| 00 r is the 

W prior arrangement (tel. 1 32 42). On the right o „9^ ( 178 4 j ; the 
Sala terrena with a wall painting by Stephan D 
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Koztarsasag ter 


banqueting hall on the upper floor, one of the finest Hungarian Baroque 
halls and Hefele's most successful creation, boastsfrescos by Maulbertsch. 

The present form of the town hall, built in 1775-79 next to the Bishop s 
Palace (Berzsenyi ter 1), seat of the regional council, dates from 1880 and is 
the work of Alajos Hausmann {1847-1926), who also planned the con¬ 
version of the Buda castle mansion. It is adjoined on the east side by the 
neo-classical so-called Little Town hall from 1848. 

The former priests’ seminary to the right (north) of the cathedral, built 
in 1777-79, houses a girls' school and the cathedral library with 60,000 
volumes, valuable incunabula and manuscripts. The ceiling paintings in 
the library are by Stephan Dorffmeister (1791). 

The "Jardanyi Paulovits Istvan Romkert" ruins behind the cathedral (open 
April-Oct. Tue.-Sun. 10am-3pm; entrance between the cathedral and 
priests' seminary), discovered during building work in 1938, are the heart 
of old Savaria. A semi-circular apse and a 25m/82ft long mosaic (acanthus 
ornaments, Christian symbols) by a master from Aquileia have been pre¬ 
served from the St Quirinus basilica (4th c.) which was rebuilt from parts or 

the former governor's palace. Quirinus, bishop of SiscialSisak in Croatia) is 

said to have been drowned in 303 in Savaria. On the west part of the site a 
section of the Roman road paved with rough basalt blocks can be seen as 
can the foundations of houses in the herringbone stonework, and near ine 
apse of the cathedral are remains of the medieval round castle w 1 
belonged to the bishops of Gyor, which is said to have once measureu 
40m/131ft in diameter. 

Going east from Berszenyi square, the "Republic Square", Szombathely s 

shopping centre (pedestrianised) is reached. Alongside the mo 
facades in the medieval market place are Baroque, historicist an 
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Szombathely 


nouveau styles. The Centrum department store in the north on Szechenvi 
utca is an art nouveau building with an interesting glass roof. 


East of Koztarsasag ter on Savaria ter stands the Franciscan church and 
adjoining monastery. The Baroque church was built in the 17th c. from a 
1 4th c. Gothic building; a Renaissance doorway (statue of St Elizabeth 
above it) upgrades the simple front face. Within the Baroque interior of this 
triple-raved church the picture of St Florian in the left side altar (Dorff- 
meister 1749), with the town of Szombathely in the background stands out 

Melchior Hefele is interred in the church. 


Franciscan 
church and 
monastery 


The Savaria Museum, housed in a historic buildino from 1 9DR—Oft /kIc 
faludy Sandor utca 9, open: Tue.-Sun. 10am-6 P m) has an outstanding 
collection of Roman antiquities. The lapidarium in the basement contains 
statues and mosaics, etc. from Savaria as well as ornaments from the 
church in Jak; on the upper floor are extensive exhibitions of archaeoloqv 
and natural history of the Szombathely region. 


In the 1st 2nd centuries a.d, the worship of oriental deities spread throuqh 
the Roman empire; the Egyptian Isis cult was especially popular The Isis 
temple in Savaria (Rakoczi Ferenc utca 2, south of the Koztarsasag ter) was 
founded in 188, extended in the 3rd c. and destroyed by an earthquake in 
455; it was excavated in 1958-59 and prepared in 1961-63. The site con¬ 
sisted of several interconnected colonnades with the altar in the centre 
(indicated by a pedestal in the lower lying area). Behind it lay the inner 
sanctum, its portico has been restored; the timbers contain remains of 
reliefs from the 2nd c. (Isis riding on her dog Sothis, with a sistrum in her 
hand; Victoria with the inscription “The exalted holy Isis"; Fortuna, Mars, 
Hercules among others). The temple is open: April-October Tue-Sun 
10am-6pm. 


On the north comer of Batthyany ter, surrounded by 19th c. town houses, 
stands the splendid synagogue, built in 1881 in Moorish style. There used 
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to be a sizeable Jewish community in Szombathely which made a consid¬ 
erable economic and cultural contribution to the town. Since 1975 the 
synagogue has been used as a concert hall. 

The Szombathely! Keptar (Rakoczi Ferenc utca 4} was built in 1885 by Lajos 
Matis and Miklos Solyom using donations from citizens of the town. The 
gallery specialises in 20th c. Hungarian works and includes paintings by 
Gyula Derkovits (1894-1934) and Istvan Desi Huber (1895-1944; open: 
Tue.-Sun. 10am-6pm}. 

Ksmoni 

Arboretum 

The botanical gardens onthe northern edge of thetown (Szent Imre herceg 
utja 108) were laid out at the end of the 19th c.; today 3000 species of trees, 
260 alone of which are conifers, grow on 25ha/68 acres. There are also 
beautiful rose and cactus gardens. The park, open from 8am until dusk, can 
be reached by bus No. 2 or by car heading for Gencsapati, 

Open-air 
museum of the 

Vas region 

The Vasi Muzeumfalu on the western edge of the town (Arpad utca 30} 
presents over 6ha/15 acres of varied rural architecture of the Vas region, 
which has been home to Slovenians since the 9th c. Visitors can see the 
furnished thatched farmhouses, a mill and even a fishing pond. The 
museum isopen May-Oct. Tue.-Sun. 10am-6pm, otherwise until 4pm; it is 
signposted from the Hotel Claudius with the word ''Muzeumfalu''. 

Excursion to 
Csempeszkopacs 

22km/14 miles south of Szombathely (Road 87) is Csempeszkopacs with a 
particulary attractive Romanesque village church (mid. 13th c.). The south¬ 
ern doorway with Norman serrated decor is stylistically similar to Jak (see 
entry). The church interior contains remains of medieval and Baroque 
frescoes. The high altar is by Stefan Dorffmeister. 

Tata 

D 2 

Situation and 
Importance 

Region: Komarom-Esztergom 

Altitude: 160m/525ft 

Population; 25,700 

Situated 70km/43 miles west of Budapest on the slopes of the Gerecse Hills 
and on the banks of the Old Lake (Oreg to), Tata is an important communi¬ 
cation centre and a popular recreational resort. 

History 

The lakes interconnected by channels which surround Tata were formed in 
the 18th c. with the draining of the marshes; Tata therefore became known 
as the "town of lakes". It was inhabited as far back as the Roman period; the 
first official documents date from 1221. In the 13th and 14th c. the town 
belonged to the crown; in the 16th c. it was enlarged and fortified against 
the Turks and taken and stormed by both sides on several occasions. From 
1727 Tata belonged to the Counts of Esterhazy under whom it developed 
into an attractive residential town. Many of the 18th c. Baroque buildings 
are the work of Jakob Fellner, the architect of the Eszterhazys. 

Sights 


Clock tower 

The original clock tower (Oratorony) in the centre of modern Tata, on the 
Orszag-gyulbs ter, was built by a local carpenter in 1763 to plans by Jakob 
Fellner. The wooden bell cage with four clocks and sound openings sits on 
a brick octagonal base. 

Capucin church 

From 1734-46 the young Jakob Fellner worked alongside the master build¬ 
er Jozsef Kuttner from Komarom on the Capucin church in Bartbk Bela ut, 
which leads from the main square in a south-west direction. The interior of 
the triple-naved church is also of 18th c. origin. 
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The oldest building in Tata at Bartok Bela ut 3 can be demonstrated to date 
from 1587. During the period of Turkish occupation it is said that the miller 
milled corn for the foreign rulers on even days and for Hungary on odd 
days. The windows of the single storeyed building are carved from red 
marble. The ceiling of the large hall on the ground floor is held up by 
voluted wooden Baroque columns, In 1755 Jakob Fellner undertook some 
alteration work to the water mill. 


On the banks of the Old Lake (Oreg to), which is very popular with water 
sport enthusiasts, stands the castle which was built in the second half of the 
14th c. and reinforced with four corner towers around 1400. In the 15th c. it 
was owned by the Hungarian kings who often stayed here. Under King 
Matthias it was extended to form a border fort against the Turks, by whom it 
was conquered more than once. In 1727 Count Eszterhazy acquired the 
ruins and commissioned Jakob Fellner with its reconstruction, but only the 
bridge was built. During its rebuilding in Neo-Gothic style in 1893 it was 
attempted to restore it to its supposed original appearance-a move which 
was extensively undone in 1980. 

Only the five-storey tower and the southern wing remain of the once 
mighty castle which today houses the Domonkos-Kuny Museum with 
documents relating to local history, Roman and medieval decor and ex¬ 
amples of the local faience industry {open: Tue.—Sun. 10am-6pm). 


This complex of buildings on the west bank of the lake was built by Jakob 
Fellner for the Eszterhazy family in the second half of the 18th c. There is a 
two-storey main building completed in 1777 with an attic roof and two 
corner towers (now a hospital), the Small House built in 1751 for adminis¬ 
trative purposes, the magnificent stables divided by red marble towers and 
the Turkish bath which existed in the Middle Ages and was renovated in 
simple Baroque style in 1733-38. - Emperor Franz I of Austria, fleeing from 
Napoleon, signed the peace treaty ofSchonbrunn hereat a a an ™Peror 
Charles I made a final attempt here to restore the Hungarian royalty to 
Habsburg rule. 

OntheHosoktere, opposite Eszterhazy House, replicas ofancte^ 
can be seen in the former synagogue (Gorog-roma. Masolatmuzeum). 


Cifra Mill 
{Cifra-malom} 


*Castle 


Eszterhazy House 


Former 

synagogue 
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Tata Castle , once an important frontier fortress 


Church of 
the Holy Cross 


Municipal 
park (Nep kert) 


Calvary Hill 
(Kalvaria domb) 


Fran 2 Anton Pilgram designed the Late Baroque church (Szent Kereszt- 
plebaniatemplom) on the Kossuth ter, and the work was carried out by 
Jakob Fellner and after his death in 1780 his scholar Joszef Grossmann. 
The common model of the Baroque twin-towered fagade with a false gable, 
under the influence of 18th c. plait style, creates a rather austere and plain 
effect here. The interior of this single-naved church is of 18th c. origin with a 
particularly attractive high altar by Grossmann with four columns and 
figures by Anton Schwaiger (1786). 

To the east of the lake is the 46ha/114acre park laid out in the second half of 
the 18th c. around the Cseke lake (Cseke-to). On the north bank of the lake 
are the artificial ruins of a medieval church (designed by Charles-Pierre de 
Moreau), which was built in 1801 from stones from the Benedictine church 
in Vertesszentkeres 2 t and Roman tomb stones. 

There are fine views over the town from Calvary Hill in the south-west of 
Tata with the Calvary chapel, built by Jakob Fellner in 1755 incorporating 
the choir of the medieval church of St Johannes. The crucifix in front of the 
church is by Anton Schwaiger, who lived in Tata from 1768 until his death 
and also made the figures for the high altar of the Church of the Holy Cross. 


Surroundings 


Komarom This border town (pop, 20,000) about 25km/16 miles north-west of Tata on 

the motorway to Vienna on the right bank of the Danube, is linked to the 
Slovakian town of Komarno by a railway bridge. For almost a century the 
Hungarian town and the Slovakian town were one settlement and capital of 
the former Komarom district only being divided into two by the peace 
treaty of Versailles-Trianon in 1920. The Hungarian part was originally a 
suburb of the present Slovakian half and has since fused with Szo ny, which 
was an important Roman camp in the province of Pannonia. 
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The castle at Komarom was laid siege to by the Turks several times but Castle 
never conquered. During the Napoleonic wars the Austrian imperial court 
, 0 ok refuge here. The former Igmand castle houses the Gyorqy Klapka 
Museum which contains interesting finds from the Roman military camp 
Brigetio (open: Tue.-Sun. 10am-6pm). 1 K 

On the road to Tatabany, 5km/3 miles south of Tata on road 100 evidence of VertesszSlfis 
primitive man, who lived here about 500,000 years ago, was discovered in 
the 1960s. In the open-air museum bones and everyday objects of this 
culture are on display. 1 

5km/3 miles further on is Tatabanya (pop, 77 0001 reninnal coat +h Q -r * 
distnct and a mining town which has developed into a centre of heavy ” 

industry. On the heigh st above the town towers the Tumi monument 
(emlekmu), erected in 1896 to celebrate the thousandth anniversary o 

MTMTt, MM 9 ' ant eagle ' like S >ird ,rom Hungarian mythology is 
linked with the legendary origin of the Arpads, the first kings of Hungary 

According to legend the bird appeared in a dream to the ancestress of the 
rulers EmeSe ' 3nd P redlcted that sha would be the progenitrix of glorious 


A short detour from Tatabanya into the Vertes Hills is recommended. From 

Oroszlany, about 15km/9 miles south-west of Tatabanya, the mad leads to 
trough wooTed'hilfi 6 ^ Es “ erhizys from 182 * * sanatorium) 

After 2km/1 mile is the turning for Majk Puszta where in the 18th c Kamadu- 
lens monks retreated to a hermit-like existence. A Baroque monastery was 
built and renowned architects such as Franz Anton Pilgram and Jakob 
miner were engaged in its construction and furnishing. The monastery 
consists of a main building (now a conference centre} and 17 hermits' cells 
Unly the tower (end of 18th c.) remains of the church. 


Excursion to 
Vertes Hills 


Majk Puszta 
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Tihany 


"Zsambek, 

Dynastic 

church 


An extremely interesting historical monument stands on the Ml motorway 
to Budapest, 7km/4 miles north of the exit for Herceghalom. Above the 
village of Zsambek tower the ruins of a large Romanesque church, which 
together with the church in Jak (see entry) ranks as one of the most 
outstanding examples of this type of church. The triple-naved basilica was 
begun in 1220 and after the Mongol invasion around the middle of the 
century was probably finished by a French churchmasons guild. An earth¬ 
quake in the 1860s caused the collapse of this huge church; the west fagade 
with the two towers and remains of the nave have been preserved thanks to 
conservation measures in the 19th c. and convey an impression of the 
former greatness of this building at the transition from Romanesque to 
Gothic. 


Tihany 


See Balaton, North Shore 


Tisza 


F3-H1 


Course of For Hungarian writers, especially the Romantics, it was the Tisza - and not 

the river the Danube-which epitomisedthe Hungarian river. If national prideseems 

a litle exaggerated it should be pointed out that the main part of the course 
of this river lies in Hungary and that it has fundamentally shaped the 
landscape of the Great Plain. 

The Tisza is a left-hand tributary of the Danube; it is 977km/607 miles long, 
597km/370 miles of which flow through Hungary. Its catchment area is 
157,186 sq.km/60,690sq. miles, 47,000 sq.km/18,147sq.miles of which are in 



A former arm of the Tisza 
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Hungary- The river rises from two sources in the Ukrainian Forest Car¬ 
pathians, flows through the Marmarosch basin, breaks through the Car¬ 
pathians and reaches Hungarian territory at Tiszabecs. South of Szeged the 
Tisza leaves Hungarian soil and joins the Danube at Titel in Serbia. 

As the river regularly used to flood the land causing serious damage its 
regulation was of utmost importance and was undertaken in the second 
half of the 19th c. Gradually the course of the river was straightened and as 
a consequence the river decreased in length from 1420km/882 miles to 
977km/607 miles. The results of the regulation are 3500km/2175 miles of 
embankments, 2.8 mill.ha/6.9 mill, acres of land protected from flooding 
and461 km/286 miles of navigable river. In the 1950s a hydro-electric power 
station was built at Tiszalok together with the main channel to the east for 
irrigation purposes. A reservoir dam and power station at Kiskorefollowed, 
giving rise to the reservoir Tisza to. 

With 80km/50 miles of banks and a surface area of 127sq.km/49sq.miles Tisza to 
Tisza to is the second largest lake in Hungary. It has an average depth of reservoir 
2m/6V;ft and in summer the water temperature reaches 22-26 a C/72-79°F. 

The lake and surrounding area quickly became a recreational area attract¬ 
ing increasing numbers of foreign tourists. From Budapest the M3 motor¬ 
way via Gyongyos and Fuzesabony leads to Tisza to and the resort of 
Tiszafured on its north bank. 


Tokaj (Tokay) 


G 1 


Region: Borsod-Abauj-Zemplen 

Altitude: 94m/308ft (town), 512m/1679ft (Tokaji-hegy) 

Population: 5700 


This traditional wine-producing town, centre of the famous vine-growing Situation and 
region in the north-east of Hungary, lies at the foot of the Tokaj Hills Importance 
(Tokaj-hegyalja), where the Bodrog and the Tisza meet. 

Numerous anecdotes and quotations sing the praises of the world famous 
Tokay wine (see Baedeker Special). The grapes for this noble drink grow on 
loess soils of volcanic origin on sheltered slopes and remain on the vine 
until late autumn. 


Soon after the national conquest in the 10th c. the Magyars settled in the 
area around Tokaj; one of their leaders built a moated castle here. The 
resulting pentagonal castle, important to the transportation of salt on the 
Tisza, fell into Turkish hands in 1576. It was almost completely destroyed in 
1604 by the Habsburgs. Four earth bastions and some ruins of the walls are 
all that remain of this fortification. The town which received its official 
charter in 1478, developed into an important trading centre, which was 
helped to recovery by the Greeks fleeing from the Turks in the 1/tn and 
18th c. Vine-growing and the wine trade were the dominant economic 
activities of the town then as now. The inhabitants of the villages i 
around Tokaj also depend on vine-growing for their living. 


History 


Sights 

The house at Bethlen Gabor utca 7 was built around ^exhibition 

merchant in 18thc. plait style. The ground floor is reserve _ of 

of sacrai art, while on the upper floor the hist01 ^ ° d1he vjs j tor j s given 
Hegyalja from the 16th to the 20th c. is documented and the vi ' 9^ ^ 

an insight into the lifestyle of the region. The exhibitio pt jy| 0n . 

the vaulted cellar are devoted to vine-growing. Open V 

10am-5pm. _ 51cm/ 

The historic wine cellar has 24 underground passageways and i . ua || y 
1 mite long, It can only be visited in conjunction with a 
about 11am and 2pm). 


Tokaj Museum 


f RSk6czi cellar 
(RSk6czi pince) 
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Baedeker Special^ ___ 

Tokay wine ~~ 

"1 / inum regum, rex vinorum"-the Sun King Louis XIV (1710-74) testified that 
V this amber liquid was the "wine of kings and king of wines". He was referring 
to Tokay, a wine about which stories are told. In earlier centuries it was even used 
for medicinal purposes. The French empress Eugenie, consort of Napoleon III 
renowned for her beauty, attributed her constantly youthful appearance and her 
good health to a daily ration of two glasses of Tokay wine - when she died in 1920 
she had reached the ripe old age, for those days, of 94. 

The Furmint variety, which is what Tokay primarily consists of (together with lime 
leaf or Harslevelu and some Muscatel-Lunel or Sargamuskotaly), used to be taken 
for anaemia and loss of appetite. Available in chemists it is alleged to be a passable 
aphrodisiac. Not surprising that many princes of past ages paid homage to this 
wine. No less a poet than Heinrich Heine wrote, "noble gentlemen with good taste 
partake of Tokay every day" and in Goethe's Faust Mephisto declared "may Tokay 
flow for you at once". Thus the prince of darkness complied with the request for a 
"glass of real sweet wine", the classical variety of Tokay, famous throughout the 
world, which was first produced in the first half of the 17th c. around 1631. 


The preacher Mate Szepsi Laczko is regarded as creator of the first aszu. This 
expression refers to grapes which are affected by noble rot (botrytis cinerea). 
During harvesting these grapes are hand picked from the vine, a tedious task, 
carried out by several thousand workers on the 6000ha/2428 acres of vineyards. 
The shrivelled grapes with concentrated sweetness are collected in small 25kg vats 
(puttony) and gently squashed to a mushy pulp or "must". It is then "married" with 
normal young wine in small barrels (136 litre). Depending on the vintage three, four 
or five vats of aszu must are added to the wine. The juice is stirred for a few days so 
that the natural sugars and flavour are brought out. Then the mixture is separated 
and the wine begins to slowly ferment in small Gone barrels. 


It takes years before the wine is ready for bottling. Hungarian wine laws require the 
wine to be stored in the barrel for two years and then as many years more as the 
number of vats that were added. So an aszu of four vats wifi have fermented for six 
years. The barrels (stored in historic cellars below the vineyards) are only filled up 
to three-quarters full for a few months as oxidisation, in the same way as with 
sherry, has to take place. A particular speciality are the aszu eszencia with natural 
sugars and extracts in addition to the already rare six-vat aszu, as well as the 
eszencia. Grapes with noble rot are collected in special tubs with double mesh 
bottoms. Without any pressing, just the weight of the grapes themselves (!) is 
enough for some juice to be extracted which goes to make a delicious nectar. Aszu 
wines make up to ten per cent of the production. The others are called Szamorodoni 
( as grown"). In this way the harvest is not selected. The more noble rot grapes it 
contains the sweeter (edes) the wine. In less good years it turns out dry (szaraz). 


The Tokay tradition in Hungary was neglected for a long time. Most of the wines 
. . ea P Y marketed in the east; it was almost exclusively consumer goods 

PrJnrJ^ai ° e wes f- After the fall of the Iron Curtain major wine producers from 
Renaissance 3nd ^ erman Y invested in Tokaj-hegyalja, so that now a 

Renaissance of the "king of wines" is under way. 



Scanned by CamScanner 






Tokaj 


In the centre of Tokaj there are some other fine buildings from the 17th/ Other 
18th c. such as the 18 th c. plait style town hall (Varoshaza) at Rakoczi utca 54 interesting 
(around 1790) and the Janos Szapolyai Palais (Szapolyai Janos-palota) at buildings 
Bern Jozsef utca 2, which the Russian tsar Peter the Great procured as 
quarters for the Cossacks who were guarding his wine cellar in Tokaj The 
most handsome building in the town is the Rakoczi Dessewffv Castle 
{Rakoczi Dessewffy kastely) at Bajcsy Zsilinszky ut 15-17 a two-store v 
Baroque building from around 1700. The Late Baroque Greek Orthodox 
church (Gorogkeletei templom) in the Bethlen Gabor utca 14 dates from 
1770 and has a tower and six pillars on the front face which support a ledqe 

with a tympanum. Today it houses an exhibition of local history 


Surroundings 


The wine-growing town 8km/5 miles west of Tokaj also has a Rakoczi cellar Tarcal 
with a wine museum. A road leads from Tarcal to the 512m/1679ft hiqh 
Tokaji-hegy (footpath begins in Tokaj). 

A further 9km/6 miles north-west is the town of Mad, also renowned for its Mad 
good quality wines. Of interest are the Catholic church and the 18th c plait 
style synagogue from 1771 (today a library). 

9km/6 miles behind Mad and 26km/16 miles north-west of Tokaj is the Taliya 
vine-growing town of Taliya (pop. 2600). The interior of the parish church of 
St Ladislaus (Szent Laszlo) is a wonderful example of Baroque art. The 
painting on the left-hand altar with a representation of St Wendelin, the 
patron saint of shepherds, is by Franz Anton Maulbertsch. In 1802 Lajos 
Kossuth was baptized in the font of this Late Baroque evangelical church, 

8km/5 miles away from his birthplace in the village of Monok (commemo¬ 
rative museum in the house where he was born). 
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Vac 

Tofcsva 


Zemplin 

Mountains 

(Zempleni- 

hegys^g) 


The wines from Tolcsva, 25km/16 miles north-east of Tokaj, are very pop¬ 
ular with the Hungarians. The town has a 15th c. Gothic church and a 
museum on viniculture can be found in an Early Baroque house. 

The Zemplin Mountains between the Hernad and Bodrog rivers form the 
north-eastern edge of the North Hungarian Central Uplands. They are of 
volcanic origin; the highest of them, Nagy-Milic (896m/2940ft), lies right on 
the border with the Slovak republic. Numerous fruit plantations and 
several vine-growing areas are found among the stepped uplands. The 
best known is Hegyalja where the grapes ripen for the Tokay wines. The 
dense woods consist of oak, beech and spruce. The volcanic activity 
resulted in mineral veins (precious metals), kaolin and betonite. Andesite 
and perlite are also mined. 


Vac 


E 2 


Region: Pest 
Altitude: 100m/328ft 
Population: 35,700 

Situation and Vac, situated on the left 

Importance bank of the Danube 

Bend (see Danube 
Bend) 34km/21 miles 
north of Budapest, has 
retained the charm of 
an attractive small 
Baroque town despite 
the industrial develop¬ 
ment on the outskirts, 

The best view of the 
town's silhouette with 
its characteristic 
church towers is from 
the Danube Island 
which is accesible from 
Vac by car ferry. 

History There were already set¬ 

tlements here dating 
back to prehistoric and 
Roman times. At the 
beginning of the 11th c. 

St Stephan founded a 
bishopric here and it 
was offically docu¬ 
mented for the first 
time in 1075. Favoura¬ 
bly situated at a cross¬ 
ing point on the 
Danube, the town was 
a regional trading cen¬ 
tre in the High Middle 
Ages under the protec¬ 
tion of a royal castle. 

Around the middle of the 13th c. on the site of the present day town centre 
stood the walled German town. The Turkish wars in the 16th and 17th c, 
brought devastation to the town and the population migrated elsewher . 
Not until the end of the 17th c. when the bishops settled back in Vac, was e 
Baroque town established north of the medieval castle, undergoing eco 
nomic revival in the 18th c. This development continued into the 19th c. 
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with the first Hungarian railway line being opened from Pest to Vac in 1846. 
A fter the Second World War various industries were established on the 
periphery of the town (chemicals, chalk and cement works, docks, etc.). 


Vac 


Sights 

The historic centre of Vac stretches primarily between the eastern bank of Townscape 
the Danube between Konstantin ter, dominated by the cathedral, and 
Marcius 15 ter (March 15th Square) to the north, lined by fine patricians' 
houses. The road approaching the town from Budapest crosses the twin- 
arched bridge from 1757 with its statues which spans the Gombas river. 

Following Martirok utja the visitor will reach Geza kiraly ter (King Geza 
Square) with its Franciscan church. 

On the south-west side of the King Geza Square stands the Baroque triple- Geza kiraly 

naved Franciscan church built in 1721-66 using stone from the medieval ter 

cathedral. The gable wall is decorated by a sculpture of the order's founder 

and Franciscan emblems. Also on Geza kiraly ter, in the grounds of a new 

school, are a few ruins of the walls of the former royal castle. Only a stump 

remains of the ten-sided gate tower. Among the ruins is the figure of the 

"Happy settler of Vacz",from where, according to legend, the town takes its 

name. 


Only a short distance from Geza kiraly ter, in the Vak Bottyan Museum at Vak Bottyan 
Muzeum utca 4, the sculpture from the old episcopal church has been Museum 
preserved and the town's history is documented. The municipal museum is 
named afterthe one-eyed general who campaigned againsttheHabsburgs 
in the Independence War under Prince Rakpczi. 


On the spacious Konstantin ter towers this imposing church (Szekesegy- ‘Cathedral of 
haz) which, with its Classical lines and massive proportions, seems a little Mary's Ascension 

out of place in the small Baroque town. It was the first time that this and St Michael 

post-Baroque style, developed in France, was applied to an episcopal 
church in Hungary and it was destined to be the forerunner of later cathe¬ 
drals in Eger, Esztergom and elsewhere. Bishop Karoly Eszterhazy, who 
had commissioned Franz Anton Pilgram to produce the design of the new 
church in 1760, transferred shortly afterwards to Eger. His successor, the 
miserly young Christoph Migazzi, awarded the project to the Viennese 
court architect Isidore Canevale, who was already familiar with Classical 
forms. This is most apparent from the ancient-style colonnaded porch on 
the west facade which is crowned by six statues by the stonemason Josef 
°echert. The interior with the massive domed roof has both elements of 
18th c. plait style and Classicism. The fresco in the dome ("Triumph of the 
^oly Trinity") from 1771 and the "Visitation of Maria” behind the altar are 
b Y Franz Anton Maulbertsch, the prolific Baroque artist. On the wishes of 



Pan °rama from the Danube island of the Baroque town of Vac 
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Bishops' 

Palace 


Piarist Church 

(Piarista 

templom) 


Thermal baths 
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Vac Cathedral, an early example of Classicism in Hungary 


Bishop Migazzi this fresco was concealed behind a wall and replaced by a 
painting by Martin Johann Schmidt (1718-1801), known as Kremser- 
Schmidt, until its rediscovery in 1944. The altarpieces on both side altars at 
the entrance to the church are also by Schmidt. 

The pillars of the rood screens are relics of the medieval cathedral; remains 
of pillars from the earlier building can be seen in the crypt. 

Standing in front of the east side of the cathedral it is only a few yards to the 
music school established in 1972 by Bela Bartok on Kossuth ter which 
blends harmoniously into the Baroque surroundings. 


While the cathedral was still under construction Bishop Magazzi commis¬ 
sioned a two-storey palace with a central ressaut on the opposite side of 
Konstantin ter from the Viennese architect Josef Meissl (1768-75). West of 
the building the rather overgrown palace gardens run down to the banks of 
the Danube. 


The dominant building on Szentharomsag ter (Holy Trinity Square) is the 
former piarist church of St Anna (completed in 1745 after 20 years), recog¬ 
nisable by its narrow towers with pointed spires. The Piarist order house 
adjoins the church. The Baroque Trinity Column (1755) in the centre of the 
square is a prime example of this type of sculpture, which is prevalent in 
Hungary. 


Opposite the piarist church is one of the entrances to the thermal baths in 
Vac (the other entrance is at Ady Endre setany 11). There is a park between 
the baths and the banks of the Danube with an avenue of planes fenced 
off by a wrought-iron railings by the Hungarian architect and craftsman 
Frigyes Feszi (1821-84). 
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Vac 


The triangular "March 15th Square" (outbreak of the Hungarian revolution 
in 1848 ) was the centre of the Baroque town and site of the market until it 
was redesigned in 1951. The surrounding Baroque and 18th c. plait style 
houses create an idyllic ensemble. The square itself is somewhat sunken 
with ornamental paving stones, four Baroque sculptures and a fountain 
The town hall (No. 11), a Baroque building, was built in 1735-69 on the site 
of a Turkish bath Above the handsomely shaped entrance is a pleasing 
wrought-iron grille and a group of figures. In the 18th c two medieval 
houses were joined together and underwent alteration to become the first 
bishop s palace (No. 6), which was converted into a monastery after the 
construction of the new bishop's residence and has accommodated an 
institute for deaf mutes since 1802, one of the oldest institutions of its kind. 
On both sides of the two-storey building is a magnificent Baroque door¬ 
way. On the south side the Marcius 15 ter is framed by the simple but not 
unpretentious faQade of the former Dominican church now the Darish 
church of the upper town. The fine Rococo interior of the church built 
between 1699 and 1745 takes the visitor by surprise 


' Marcius 15 ter 


Town hall 



North-west of Marcius ter 
on the river bank is the so- 
called Hegyes tower (Liszt 
Ferenc setany 12), the last 
remains of the old town 
wall. A modern house 
adjoins the single-storey 
round edifice. The prome¬ 
nade continues along the 
river bank with moorings 
for boats and ferries to one 
side. 


A few roads north of Mar¬ 
cius ter, on the earlier edge 
of the town, the Classical 
triumphal arch rises majes¬ 
tically in Koztarsasag lit. 

This imposing monument 
was erected in 1764 when 
Empress Maria honoured 
Vac with a visit. Bishop 
Magazzi again commis¬ 
sioned the court architect 
Isodore Canevale who was 
already engaged with plan¬ 
ning the cathedral. Cane¬ 
vale created a triumphal 
orch on ancient Classical 
lines with relief medallions 
on the attica. They depict the portraits of the imperial couple, the archdukes 
Joseph and Leopold together with both the Habsburg emperors Ferdinand 
and Maximilian, predecessors of Maria Theresia. 


Hegyes tower 


Triumphal 

arch 


Surroundings 

Vacratot, situated about 10km south-east of Vac, has one of the most V^cr^tot 
beautiful botanical gardens in Hungary, laid out by Count Sandor Vigyazo 
in 1872 in the style of an English country garden. Laid out with rocks, a 
Waterfall, artificial ruins and other romantic details the gardens are looked 
after by the Academy of Science which also tends the arboretum with its 
15,000 varieties of plants. Some of the best features of the botanical gar en 
ate the bushes and deciduous cypresses growing around the man-ma 
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Varpalota 


pond. On the estate is a country house with a park where concerts of 
Mozart's works are held throughout the year. 

Borzsony For nature lovers a trip into the unspoilt countryside of the Borzsony 

Mountains Mountains is recommended, of which the on average 300-400m/984- 

1312ft-high volcanic peaks form the western foothills of the North Hungar¬ 
ian Central Uplands. In the south, west and north they extend as far as the 
Danube and Ipoly, in the east they descend into the Nograd Basin. Around 
the Csovanyos, the highest peak at 938m/3077ft, lies the 18,000ha/44,478 
acre conservation area of Magas-Borzsony. The varied landscape is charac¬ 
terised by wooded slopes, deeply incised valleys with numerous springs 
and river courses. In the lower regions the vegetation is mainly oak woods, 
with beech woods on the higher slopes. On a walk through this untouched, 
restful countryside it is quite possible to encounter stags, wild boar and 
moufflon. 

Nograd or Diosjeno (about 20km/12 miles north of Vac) are ideal starting 
points for walks of one day or more. For the less energetic there is the 
narrow gauge railway which crosses the Borszony Mountains from Veroce 
(5km/3 miles west of Vac). 


Cserhat (upland) See Balassagyarmat, Surroundings 


Varpalota 


See Szekesfehervar, Surroundings 


Velencei to (Lake Velence) 


D 2 


Velence 


Gardony, 

Agard 


Excursions 
in the 

surrounding area 


The warmest lake in Europe is about 45km/28 miles south-west of Budapest 
and 15km/9 miles east of Szekesfehervar at the foot of the high Velence 
range. It is 10km/6 miles long and on average only 2,5km/1 ’A miles wide and 
covers an area of 26 sq.km/10 sq.miles. Its depth is between 120— 
160cm/47-64in.; it warms up quickly in summer to 22-26°C/72-79°F. The 
4Q0ha/9884 acre reed-covered area around the lake is an ideal nesting place 
for different species of birds. A bird reserve has been established on the 
north-west side of the lake where silver heron, thrush reed warblers or 
black-headed gulls have made a home. Swimming, sailing and boating is 
possible from the flatter, less scenic south bank where the resorts of 
Velence, Gardony and Agard are situated. On account of its proximity to 
Budapest and to Szekesfehervar Lake Velence is second in popularity to 
Lake Balaton with holidaymakers who enjoy being by the water. The tourist 
infrastructure is being developed especially along the south bank. In 
Velence there is a watersports school and a 2300m/7546ft long stretch for 
kayak, canoe and sailing regattas which meets international competition 
standards. 

Gardony has existed since the 13th c. Nowadays the resort, which has 
almost completely joined up with Agard, has a population of 7800 who 
depend chiefly on tourism for their livelihood. Agard is the largest resort on 
the lake, with moorings for the scheduled boat services and also the largest 
sailing harbour. There are also modern thermal baths for visitors. 

Around the lake there are several interesting places to visit, above all, of 
course, the old town of Szekesfehervar (see entry), the impressive Roman 
settlement Tac Gorsium Heculia and Martonvasar (see entry) with Bruns¬ 
wick Castle. In the village of Nadap on the north bank riding demonstra¬ 
tions and coach trips into the delightful upland countryside of the Velence 
hills are on offer. From the commune of Sukoro the path leads to the 
highest point of this range, the 352m/1155ft high Meleg hegy (Mount 
Meleg) where the view extends over the lake beyond Szekesfehervar to the 
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Veszprem 


foothills of the Bakony forest. Pakozd, also reached by boat, has found a 
place in the annals of Hungarian history: the first battle of the Inde¬ 
pendence Wars was fought here on September 29th 1848. The soldiers, 
members of the national guard and rebels from the common people who 
made up the troops forced the Habsburg army to retreat. A monument on 
Meszeg-hegy above the battlefield commemorates the glorious day 


Veszprem (Veszprim) 


Region: Veszprem 
Altitude: 260m/853ft 
Population: 61,900 


The town of queens lies on the south-eastern foothills of the Bakony Situation and 
Forest, about 15km/9 miles distant from the north-east bank of Lake Bala- ’‘importance 
ton. The main sight in Veszprem is visible from afar, the old diocesan town 
on the narrow rocky spur of the castle hill, which is one of the most 
beautiful collections of buildings in Hungary. Its proximity to Lake Balaton 
and the charming Bakony Forest are also favourable factors in its devel¬ 
opment into a popular tourist centre. As regional capital and university 
town with famous scientific and cultural institutions it also fulfils educa¬ 
tional and administrative functions. 

Settlement at Veszprem dates back to the Bronze Age. The Romans did not History 
settle here — probably on account of the exposed position — but later the 
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Veszprem 


Avars and Slavs occupied the land around Lake Balaton before the arrival of 
the Magyars. Christianity was spread from Salzburg and as early as the 
middle of the 9th c. Veszprem had a church dedicated to St Michael. In the 
10th c. Veszprem was in the possession of the Arpads, Shortly after iooq 
K ing Stephen I raised the town to the seat of a bishop and the church to a 
cathedral. The town owes its name to his nephew Besprem, whom he 
installed as administrator. The palace built by Stephen was primarily the 
residence of his wife Gisela and after her a succession of later queens who 
were crowned by the bishop of Veszprem {thus the epithet "town of 
queens"). 

During the Renaissance the town experienced its heyday, which was 
brought to an end by the Turkish wars. After the Habsburgs had recon¬ 
quered the town they blew up the castle to crush the Independence strug¬ 
gle in Hungary. In the 18th c. the town was rebuilt in Hungarian 
Rococo-Baroque style. Veszprem was heavily damaged in the Second 
World War. 


Sights 


**Castle quarter (Varnegyed) 

The walled castle quarter built on a narrow dolomite rock is an impressive 
work of art which through continual renovation of the individual buildings 
has retained its splendour. Atthe point where the slope becomes less steep 
stands the gate which is the entrance to the bishop's castle from the town. 
The medieval structure with only one road (Var utca) in the middle of the 
castle hill still stands, the buildings themselves are from the 18th and 
19th c. 



Veszprem: Castle Hill dominates the town 
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Veszprem 


On the site of the old castle gate the Neo-Romanesque Heroes' Gate 

(Hooosok kapuja) was erected in 1936. A small museum above the qatewav 

chronicles the history of the castle quarter (open May-Oct. Tue.-Sun 
I 0 ann- 6 pm). 


Heroes' gate 


just a few yards further on is the large group of buildings which used to be 
the Piarist grammar school on the east side of the road. Painted niches in 
the wall decorate the fagade. The church built between 1828-36 in Classical 
style adjoins the grammar school which was built in the second half of the 
18th c. 


Former Piarist 
grammar school 
and church 


The canon s house built in 1751 at Var utca 9 is particularly charming A 
basket arch spans the entrance to the house above which is a triangular 
gable with two angels. The rear of the house nestles against the castle wall 

where the only medieval round tower stands, 


Dubniczay 

House 


At he point where the narrow Var utca opens out into a square the Bishops' 
Palace (1765/76) stands on the site of the medieval queens' palace 
designed by the prolific architect Jakob Fellner. In keeping with the design 
of Baroque palaces it is U-shaped with two side wings embracing a court¬ 
yard with a drive leading up to the entrance gate. The facade facinq the 
valley has a protruding central ressaut and loggia on the ground floor 
which give it the appearance of being the front face. 


*Bishop's 

Palace 


Somewhat hidden between the Bishop's palace and the provost's palace is -Gisela Chapel 

tne most important historical monument in Veszprem, the Gisela Chapel. It 

was built in 1230 and served as a private chapel to the bishop as well as the 

queens who resided here (not, however. Queen Gisela, whom it is named 

atter). The upper floor of the church was dismantled during the building of 

the bishop s palace and the ground floor disguised with Baroque features. 
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Provost's 

Palace 


Franciscan 

church 


St Michael's 
Cathedral 


Trinity 

column 


Ruins of 
St George's 
Chapel 


Viewing 

platform 


Other sights 

6varos ter 


Municipal 

theatre 


Bakony 

Museum 


Szent 1stv£n 
Bridge 


The small harmonious interior contains fine cross-ribbed vaulting with the 
original paintings and notable keystones. On the north wall frescos from 
the time the church was built were exposed during its sensitive restoration. 
They depict six apostles arranged in pairs, incorporeal floating figures^ 
which suggest Byzantine influence {open: May-Oct. Tue.-Sun! 
10am-6pm). 

Connected to the bishop's palace by the Gisela Chapel is the Provost's 
Palace, also designed by Fellner, which has been recently restored to 
preserve the beautiful 18th c. plait style fagade. 

On the west side of the square stands the Franciscan church (Ferences 
templom). This church from around 1730 burnt down in 1909 and was 
replaced by a new building, its Neo-Romanesque fagade reflects the style 
of the cathedral opposite. The adjacent order house of 1776 extends to the 
west wall of the castle hill. It houses the museum of the church art treasures 
belonging to the bishopric of Veszprem. There is fine carving and stucco in 
the refectory. 

To the north of the square is the cathedral. It stands on the foundations of a 
bishop's church founded by King Stephen, first documented in 1001, which 
was often destroyed and rebuilt (for example, 1723 in Baroque style}. 
During the last rebuilding in 1907/10 it was redesigned in Neo- 
Romanesque style. Some evidence of earlier styles remains, such as the 
Late Gothic choir from 1380/1400, the Gothic vaulting in the crypt and the 
tombstones of the bishops and queens interred here. 

A stone balustrade surrounds the Baroque trinity column (1749/51} on the 
square in front of the cathedral. 

To the north of the cathedral the remains of the walls of St George's Chapel, 
discovered in 1957/1959, can be seen (Szent Gyorgy-kapolna romjai; open 
May-Oct. Tue.-Sun. 10am-6pm). Above a round chapel from the early 
11th c. an octagonal chapel was built in the second half of the 13th c., which 
was converted by Bishop Albert Vetesi around 1450 into his tomb. 

At the end of Var utca there is a good view over Veszprem and its surround¬ 
ings from the viewing platform (Kileitdbastya) with both the larger than 
lifesize figures of St Stephen and his consort Gisela on the balustrade 
(1938). 


Directly below the castle is the square surrounded by attractive patricians 
houses. Of interest are the so-called Posa House (No. 3}, from 1793, in 
18th c. plait style and some art nouveau houses with unusually fine tradi¬ 
tional decor. At the beginning of Var ter, which leads to the castle, is the 
48m/157ft high fire tower (upper part 19th c.) 

The municipal theatre stands on one of the main arteries into the town, an 
unusual art nouveau building. It was built in 1908 by Istvan Medgyaszay, a 
student of the Viennese art noueau architect Otto Wagner. 

The Bakony Museum near Megyehaz ter chronicles the history of the 
region. Directly next to the museum is a small farmhouse with a typical 
pergola and original features. 

The 50m/164ft high viaduct over the Sed valley was constructed in 1938 to a 
design by Robert Folly and is regarded as an important technical achieve 
ment, The view encompasses the castle in the east, the Betekints valley in 
the west and the peaks of the Bakony in the north. 
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Below the viaduct in a side corridor of the Betekints valley there is the Zoo 

l0 0ha/247 acre Veszprem wildlife park. One of its attractions is the large (Aliatkert) 

aviary where the birds are free to fly among the visitors {open daily from 
9am until dusk}. 


Surroundings 


The most important part of the Transdanubian Central Range is the Bakony, Bakony 

also called Bakony Forest. It extends north of Lake Balaton to the Little Plain 
(Kisafold) and as far as the Vertes Hills, from which it is separated by the 
Morer Valley. Both the Balaton Uplands running parallel to the north bank 
of Lake Balaton and the adjoining Keszthely Hills are part of the Bakony. 

The highest point of this wooded area of 4000sq.km/1544sq.miles is Koris, 
704irw2309ft high, close to the town of Zirc. The most valuable mineral in 
the Bakony Forest is bauxite. Mountains, woods and valleys add to the 
charm of the region as do numerous historical monuments in both the 
smaller and larger towns. The Bakony consists of two parts: the southern 
part with the largest town of the Central Range, the regional capital Vesz¬ 
prem, together with the towns of Varpalota (see Szekesfehervar, Surround¬ 
ings) and Sumeg (see entry) and the northern part also called Upper or Old 
Bakony. There are unspoilt romantic places here for walking and excur¬ 
sions. The best known town in this region is Zirc (see entry). The chain of 
hiils of the Bakony Lowland on the west edge of the range is also partofthe 
Bakony Forest linking it to the Kisafold. Papa (see entry) is the largest town 
here. 

This small town (31 Om/1017ft a.si.; pop. 2920) in the Bakony, about 15km/ Herend 
9 miles north-west of Veszprem, is famous for its porcelain of the same 
name. The firm was established in 1826 and taken over by Mor Fischer in 
1839 who made its products famous throughout the world within a few 
decades. In 1851 he took his porcelain to the World Exhibition where it 
attracted a lot of attention. Queen Victoria ordered a Herend dinner service 
decorated with butterflies and flowers, inspired by Chinese porcelain paint¬ 
ing, This pattern has since carried the name Victoria. Hand-decorated 
porcelain is still produced in Herend (factory visits by arrangement with the 
tourist office at Veszprem). A visit to the museum in the old main factory 
building is recommended. Selected pieces illustrate the 150-year-ofd his¬ 
tory of the firm and the changing shapes of its products. 


Nagvazsony 

This tranquil village on the southern foothills of the Bakony Forest and at *Townscape 
the foot of Mount Kab (599m/1965ft) is a popular place to visit in the 
hinterland of Lake Balaton, not far from either Veszprem (21km/13 miles in 
a south-west direction) or Balatonfured (20km/12 miles north-west). 

In Nagvazsony the fortification is relatively well preserved, having been ^Kinizsi 
converted in the early 15th c. into a residential castle. In 1472 King Matthias Castle 
I presented the castle together with the surrounding estates to Pal Kinizsi, a 
former miller's boy, born in Nagvazsony. Kinizsi had won the king s favour 
through his victorious leadership of the royal army, the so-called Black 
Troops”. Kinizsi had the castle extended to its present form. During 
the wars of the following centuries it withstood numerous attacks; in the 
middle of the 17th c. both castle and village became the property of the 
counts of Zichy. The Zichys' loyalty to the emperor prevented the castle 
from being destroyed by Habsburg troops at the beginning of the 18th c. 

Access to the inside of the castle is through the outer round gatetower an 
a bridge^overthe moat. Here the 28m/99ft-high Gothic residential tower has 
dungeons in the lower part. The upper floors with rooms for the servants, 
banqufet hall and living quarters for the lady of the castle have been 
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Kinizsi Castle in Nagyvazsony 


restored in their original style and fitted with Renaissance furniture (cast e 
museum). In the castle chapel in the north-west the first lord of the cast e 
Pal Kinizsi lies below a red marble memorial slab. His grave was originally 
in the Paulintst monastery, which he founded, remains of which can be 
seen on the northern edge of the town. Below the vaulting in the castle 
chapel there is a lapidarium (open daily 8am-6pm during the summer 
months, otherwise 8am-2pm). 


Open-air 

museum 

(Neprajzi muzeum) 


At Var utca 1 is a pretty house with a typical pergola from 1825. Furniture, 
household objects and exhibits of local history are collected and displayed 
here. There are also stables, a cellar and a barn (open Tue.-bun, 
9am-5pm). 


Postal 

museum 


The horses of the post coaches on their way from Buda via Fehervar a 
Veszprem to Tapoica used to be changed in front of the building opposite. 
Today it is a small but not uninteresting postal museum (Postamuzeum, 
open Tue —Sun. T0am-6pnn}. 


St Stephen's The Catholic church of this medieval settlement built around 1400 

Church rebuilt in Gothic style by Pal Kinizsi around 1480. The polygonal choir, me 

cross-vaulting in the sacristy and thefan vaulting in the nave date from 
period. The church was rebuilt in Baroque style about 1740 w■en' 
counts of Zichy had the church rebuilt after it was badly damage y 
Turks. 


Zichy House The 18th c. Baroque palace on the main thoroughfare, nowadays a ri ing 

school, displays Classical features. The middle of the front fagade has 
tympanium supported by four Ionian columns. In the surrounding park an 
castle, riding displays take place annually in summer. 
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Visegrad 


Region: Pest 
Altitude: 106m/347ft 
Population: 2100 


02 


Visegrad is picturesquely situated at the exit of a loop in the Danube in the 
Danube Bend (see Danube Bend) about 40km/25 miles north of Budapest 
This historical town is a popular destination for excursions because of the 
ruins of the royal palace and the views from the citadel. 


Situation and 
^importance 


The Romans took advantage of the strategic location above the Danube 
founding a military camp on the Sibrik Hills in the 4th c. (reconstruction of a 
watch tower near Fo utca). In the 9th c. Slavs settled in the ruins of the 
Roman fort and named the settlement Visegrad (Slavic: high castle}- later 
the conquering Magyars took over the castle. After the invasion of the 
Mongols in 1241 to which Visegrad also fell victim. King Bela IV built 
castles to defend the land. In Visegrad a lower castle was built with a 
defended residential tower in the centre (the Solomon tower) which was 
connected by a wall with the massive citadel on the hill (upper castle} 
During the regency of Charles I of Anjou, who transferred his residence 
here in 1316, Visegrad developed into a flourishing political and cultural 
town. Charles kept the Hungarian coronation insignia, and following the 
coronation of his son Louis as the king of Poland (1370), the Polish crown 
jewels in a purpose-built tower inside the citadel. A new royal palace was 
hum on the slope of the castle mound in 1330 which was the summer house 
or his son Louis, who moved his residence back to Buda. Visegrad experi- 
enced a final if brief climax in the second half of the 15th c. when King 
Matthias I had the royal palace rebuilt in Early Italian Renaissance style. On 
Matthias s death the town began to decline. The upper castle was laid siege 
to several times during the Turkish wars, taken by various parties and 
destroyed; the towers which were left standing were blown up by the 
Austrian Emperor Leopold in 1702, In the 18th c. German settlers lived in 
Visegrad who built their houses from the stones of the ruined palace. A 
landslip buried the rest of the palace; the only evidence of its former glory 
until its discovery in 1934 being the comtemporary written sources. 


History 


Sights 

As part of the lower castle the Vizibastya on the banks of the Danube was Water bastion 
connected to the Solomon tower by a wall and served as a watch tower for 
the waterway and the palace's water supply. The multi-storeyed Roman¬ 
esque construction was an obstacle to laying a road and so was torn down. 

The reconstruction was built on the same site in 1937. 

The hexagonal originally 311m/102ft high Salomon torony (walls up to ‘Solomon tower 
8m/26ft thick!) is an impressive relic of the Visegrad lower castle. The road museum 
along the river bank was surveyed from here. A popular explanation of its 
name is that in the 11th c. King Solomon, who was under the protection of 
Emperor Henry IV was kept prisoner here by the Hungarian aristocracy. 

However, this cannot apply to the presenttower as it was not built until the 
13th c. 


The tower, which suffered damage during the Turkish wars has been 
successfully restored and houses a museum with finds from the former 
splendid palace (open May to October, Tue.-Sun. 9am-5pm). 


In the Anjou room on the ground floor is the superbly crafted Anjou 
fountain from the second half of the 13th c.. a ma J 01 ;med.evaI 
Hungarian stonemasonry, which in its present form is the result of exem- 
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plary reconstruction out of numerous minute original pieces. Kina Mat 
tliias removed it from the courtyard of the royal palace in the 15th c and 
replaced it with a "modern" Renaissance style Hercules fountain which i s 
in the adjoining Matthias room. This valuable red marble fountain i s 
thought to be the work of an Italian sculptor from the circle of the Florentine 
artist Desiderio da Settignano. He is also thought to have sculpted various 
other works in the royal palace which are kept in the Solomon tower 
including the red marble Madonna relief from the high altar of the palace 
chapel, which earned him the name "master of the marble madonnas". 
Remnants of the lion fountain which stood in the royal private garden of the 
palace, can also be seen in the Matthias room. On the top floor of the 
Solomon towerthe medieval vaulting has been reconstructed by meansof 
metal netting. There is a marvellous view over the Danube and the Vise¬ 
grad Hills from the roof terrace. 

**Royai palace The first royal palace was built under Charles I after he and his court moved 

(Kiralyi paiota) to Visegrad in 1316. More than one hundred years later King Matthias had 

the residence extended and rebuilt for himself and his Aragonese wife 
Beatrix and summoned Italian, or artists trained in Italy, to Visegrad, which 
thereby became an artistic and cultural centre of the Early Renaissance in 
Hungary. The praise heaped upon it by contemporaries gives an indication 
of the former splendour of the palace; the Italian humanist Antonio Bonfini 
(1427-1503): "The magnificent dining rooms have splendid coffered ceil¬ 
ings. There are also halls with gilded columns and homely rooms, exquisite 
marble fountains, impressive window grilles, delightful ballrooms, forti¬ 
fied treasure rooms and splendid courtyards with tall marble fountains. 
There is no lack of gardens, below open colonnades the scent of stocks 
waft, all kinds of boxwood trees line beautiful promenades (...) Among the 
wide clearings in the gardens there would be enough space for council 
chambers. No less attractive to the visitor are the shimmering green canals, 
the fish ponds, the showjumping ground and the extensive horse racing 
track along the banks of the Danube" (quoted from: Janus Pannonius, 
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Visegrad: Court of Honour of the royal palace of Mathias I 


Humanists in Hungary). During theTurkish warsthe complex fell into decay 
and later into oblivion; what was not buried by the sliding masses of earth 
was used as a quarry. The discovery of the legendary palace is credited to 
Janos Schulek, son of the famous architect Frigyes Schulek, who led the 
excavations of the site in 1934. 


The site of the ruins is situated in Fo utca (entrance at house no. 27) which Tour 
runs parallel to the banks of the Danube. The northern part of the palace, 
the king's residence, has long been opened up whereasthe main part of the 
Beatrix palace is still below ground. 


Access to the site is by the lowest of the four terraces that rise up the slope, 
which was originally at ground level. This was the reception surrounded by 
colonnades with steps at the rear leading up to the second terrac ®- ^ 
narrow corridor with narrow niches for servan s o s fthe k - A 

cteter-te C a^ca^ed^wa^k t | , ea^ st ^°°^^^ ,ol ^ r ^ ar(1 |' , Tts eas * 

been preserved with rnaanifirent Lale Gothic lan t ™“ 0 ° ut ^ 

highly developed medieval vaulting tech q ^ fountain basin 

yard was the Hercules fountain. * Xr %*£are kept in the Solomon 
remains in front of the town ^Va ®ovethe courtyard belongs to a loggia 
tower. The Renaissance balustra ed floors. Other rooms from the 

on the third terrace with ma l? ll ‘r £ *. p , aja Between this and the Beatrix 
royal palace are in rows behind trv yy Manhjas had a golden wooden 
palace was the 14th c. castle chape . » and a mar bie altar with a 

ceiling installed in the relatively ar 9 museum of the Solomon tower, 
madonna relief which can be seen lf \ t Q f tde palace site are the 

One terrace higher in the northern . co | dwa ter basin and to the south 
remains of a bath with a steam room D fthe red marble lion fountain 

the former private royal garden wiv H Q thic t0 Renaissance, 
which illustrates the transition from Late L,otn 
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Vis eg rad 


♦Citadel 

(Fellegvar) 


♦View 


Surroundings 

Nagyvillam 


Pilis forest 
park 

Lepence 
forest spa 

Nagymaros 



1 East Gate Tower 

2 North-west Gate 
Tower 

3 West Gate Tower 

4 South-west Gale 
Tower 

5 South Bastion 

6 Inner Gate Tower 

7 East palace Range, 
phapel 

8 Queen's Treasury 

9 Treasury Tower 

10 Provision Store 

11 North Palace 
Range 

12 Matthias Staircase 

13 Knights' Hall 

14 South-west-Pa lace 
Range 


A signposted road in the middle of the town leads up to the 315m/1033ft- 
high upper castle, which is still a majestic sight today, even from a distance. 
In 1250 King Bela IV founded the fortification which was further expanded 
by his successors up to Matthias and was of great political importance as 
the place where the royal insignia were kept for a while. Despite repeated 
sieges and conquests the castle survived the Turkish wars but not the 
punitive expedition of the Habsburgs against the Rakoczi uprising in 1702, 
Since then it has remained in ruins and is open to visitors. The middle of the 
castle, which is surrounded by several protective walls and fortified with a 
system of gates, narrow passages and drawbridges, consists of three 
wings around an enclosed courtyard (upper castle yard) which form an 
irregular triangle. In the east wing is the treasury tower, the former hoard of 
royal insignia. 

A steep staircase leads up to the reconstructed Inner Tower in the east 
(open: daily 9am-5pm> which has the best views over the countryside of 
the Danube Bend (see Danube Bend). 


From the castle a signposted path leads to the Nagyvillam Hill 
(378m/1240ft}. From the viewing tower the Borzsony and Cserhat Hills are 
visible. 

Visegrad lies in the middle of the 35,000ha/86,485 acres of Pilis forest park. 
In the Gisella dairy on the river bank there is a riding school where horses 
are available for hire for riding in the forest. 

1.5km/1 mile from Visegrad a scenic road with picturesque viewpoints 
leads to the forest spa. 

On the left bank of the Danube, opposite Visegrad, at the foot of the 
Borzsony Hills (see Vac, Surroundings) lies the small town of Nagymaros 
(pop. 5000) which is becoming increasingly popular as a recreational area. 
Many artists are attracted by the lovely countryside (artists' colony}. The 
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Zalaegerszeg 


history of Nagymaros is closely linked with that of Visegrad, which was 
the summer residence of the kings in the 13th and 14th c. Many servants 
at the court lived on the other side, in Nagymaros. During the Turkish 
period the town was devastated and depopulated, in the 19th c. fruit 
orchards were planted here. The appearance of the town suffered durinq 
the Eighties with the construction work for the Danube power station 
Gabcikovo-Nagymaros (see Facts and Figures, Rivers and Lakes) jointly 
planned with what was Czechoslovakia. In response to nationwide protests 
construction was halted in 1989. M 


The Catholic church with its octagonal tower was built in the 14th c. in 
Gothic style (pointed arch door and window frames) and later altered in 
IBaroque style. In Vaci utcajno. 21) there is a local history exhibition and 
works by the sculptor Jeno Gratner (b. 1907} (open: mid-Mav-Se D t Sat 
and Sun. 1Qam-6pm). 

Sights in 
Nagymaros 

Zebegeny lies 8km/5 miles east of Nagymaros, also on the left bank of the 
Danube, where the river first flows south and then makes a bend in a 
north-east direction. This village has also been discovered by artists. On 
the hillside, at Bartoky utca 7, Istvan Szony (1894-1960), an important 
representative of modern Flungarian painting, lived. In his house a 
museum is dedicated to his life and works (open: Tue.-Sun. 9am-5pm). 

See Esztergom, Surroundings 

Zebegeny 

Pilis Hills 

Zalaegerszeg 

B 3 

Region: Zala 

Altitude: 156m/512ft 

Population: 59,800 


Zalaegerszeg lies about 50km/31 miles south-east of Szombathely in the 
south-western part of Transdanubia. This charming hilly area, called "Goc- 
sej , is famous for its rich folk culture. After the war the capital of the Zata 
region rapidly developed into a modern industrial city on account of oil 
extraction in the surrounding area; the pretty town centre still has numer¬ 
ous interesting Late Baroque buildings. 

Zalaegerszeg was first mentioned in 1247. In the 16th and 17th c. it was the 
military centre of the surrounding fortifications in the war against the 
urks. After the end of the Turkish rule the town decreased in importance 
and the economic revival in the 19th c. failed to materialise as the town was 
only connected to the railway network about 1885. Not until 1930 did its 
fortunes begin to improve with the discovery of oil reserves in the area. 
After the Second World War many industrial concerns settled here, in¬ 
cluding, besides an oil refinery, food, clothing, furniture and electronics. 

Situation and 
Importance 

History 

Sights 

The centre of the town has always been Szechenyi ter; it is surrounded by 
Baroque palaces, patricians' houses with vaulted arches and several offi- 
cial buildings. The Baroque parish church of Maria Magdalena was built 
between 1750 and 1760; following a fire in 1826 it was rebuilt. Noteworthy 
ar e the painting "Maria Magdalena”, the frescos by Johann Cymbal and an 
18th c. pieta. The trinity column near the church dates from 1790. 

The historic building of the Golden Lamb Hotel (Szechenyi ter 1) was built 
m 1893 by Janos Brenner. 

Catholic 
parish church 

Hotel 

Arany Barany 
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Zalaegerszeg 

Archives 


District 

office 


Regional 

court 


Modern 

buildings 


Gocsej 

Museum 


Gocsej 

village museum 


Surroundings 

Egerv^r 


Kormend 


Kormend, 
Mansion house 


The building at Szechenyi ter 3 was completed in 1891 in Neo-Renaissance 
style. The regional coat of arms is located above the entrance. 

The Jarasi hivatal (Szechenyi ter 5) bears the characteristics of several 
styles; built around 1765 a Classical room was added to the north side of 
this Baroque building in 1891, a year later another floor was added. The 
Neo-Baroque facade is also from this period. 

The beautiful Baroque palace on Szabadsag ter (no. 7) west of the parish 
church was built in 1730-32 to plans by the Viennese master builder Franz 
Allio; a side wing was added in the 19th c. 

The new residential and commercial buildings in the town centre were built 
between 1977 and 1980 to plans by Gyorgy Vadasz, a renowned Hungarian 
architect, whose style heralds the "postmodernist" fluidity of structure. 

The Gocsej Museum (north of the parish church, Batthyanyi utca 2; open: 
Tue.-Sun. 10am-5pm) is housed in a horseshoe shaped art nouveau build¬ 
ing. Its comprehensive collection comprises chiefly everyday objects and 
folklore from the Gocsej area, which consists of 70 districts from the Zala 
region. 

Works by the Zalaegerszeg-born sculptor Zsigmond Kisfaludy Strobl 
(1884-1975) are also on show. 

The Gocsej Falumuzeum, a very interesting open air museum on a dead 
arm of the Zala, informs the visitor about rural life 150-200 years ago in 
Gocsej. About 50 original buildings were erected here: farmhouses, wine 
cellars, barns, forges, granaries, a schnaps distillery and a bell cage. All the 
buildings, fitted with furniture or equipment and tools, are made of wood 
and have a thatched reed or straw roof. On Sundays and public holidays 
everyday goods are made in the traditional way and can be bought. The 
museum is open from April to October Tue.-Sun. 10am-5pm; it is situated 
on the west side of the town (signposted on the road from Kormend). As 
well as the village museum there is a museum of Hungarian oil industry 
(Magyar Olajipari Muzeum) with drilling towers, pumps and other 
equipment. 


In Eqervar 10km/6 miles north of Zalaegerszeg there is an impressive 
mansion house which originates from the Renaissance. This four-winge 
house was built by the Nadasdy counts from 1540-69 and converted in 
Baroque style in 1712 by Count Szechenyi. Nowadays it is a tourist hotel. 
The remains of a Gothic Franciscan church can be seen in the Baroque 
parish church. 

This small town with a population of 12,000 is s « ua “ d 2^®™^ 
north-west of Zalaegerszeg. The area was inhabited shortly after the 
Magyar conquest; the settlement which grew up on the crossing of impor¬ 
tant trade routes was elevated to the status of a town in 1244. At the 
beginning of the 17th c. the Batthyanyi family of counts^ lthe ^ ldence 
in the middle of their estates, helping to bring a revival to the town. 

The mansion house (Liszt Ferenc utca) wasprecededbya 1*W14t h c. 
castle. In the 17th c. the Batthyanyis expanded the castle and con. ^^ 
into a Baroque house. A Baroque fagade with Classical < 11 f Jj® to 
with another floor were added in the 18th c. Part of the house ,si >pento 
visitors and houses a museum with exhibits of local h'Story P 
from the Batthyanyi family collection (open: Tue.-Sun. 10am P_ • 

49ha/121 acre park was laid out in the 18th c. based on French oes g 
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Zalaegerszeg 



Just 30km/19 miles west of Kormend is the border town of Szentgotthard Szentgotthard 
*T a n interesting parish church, built as a Cistercian monastery church in (St Gotthard), 
1748/64 to plans by Franz Anton Pilgram. The single-towered fagade is ‘parish church 
impressive with the clarity of its large shapes and the sweep of its gently 
concave lines; the interior is also characterised by its monumental uni¬ 
formity. The most notable of the frescos in the vaulting is that in the first 
bay by Stephan Dorffmeister (1784). It portrays the battle near Szent¬ 
gotthard (1664) in which the Habsburg troops achieved a decisive victory 
overa mighty Turkish army. The altar paintings and the ceiling fresco in the 
second bay are by the Cistercian monk Matthias Gusner. 


The varied, hilly wooded countryside in the triangle between Kormend in Orseg 

the north, Zalaegerszeg in the east and the Hungarian-Austrian border in (German: Wart} 

the west has an interesting ethnographic and cultural history. Part of this 

re 9ion, the so-called Upper Wart, fell to Austria after the treaty of Versailles 

m 1920; on the Hungarian side the population of this border region carried 

out watch duties for the Hungarian rulers as far back as the 10th and 11th c,, 

from where the name "Wart" (= watch) is probably derived. They were 

rewarded for these voluntary duties with privileges and greater autonomy. 

Typical of the Wart are tiny settlements or hamlets, known as szer in 
Hungarian, which form a chain of border posts. 


The houses, mainly of wood with wide overhanging roofs, ar ® 9 rou P^ 
W| 1h the stables around a courtyard to give protection against robbers ana 
wolves. 


In many villages of Grseg. in the village of 6riszentpeter or ir iSaWifor Orisren.pate, 
Sample, there are houses still built in this traditional sty 
lurches with typical freestanding belltowers. 


Scanned by CamScanner 





Zalakaros 


Veiemer In the southern part of 6rseg, 17km/11 miles south of 6riszentpeter, on the 

Hungarian-Austrian border, the little village of Veiemer with its beautiful 
13th c. church is worth a visit. 

The interior contains well preserved frescos by the Austrian painter Johann 
Aquila from 1378. The curved contours of the figures and the "soft" facial 
features are typical of the so-called International style, which was prevalent 
in European painting and sculpture around 1400. 


Zalakaros 


See Nagykanizsa, Surroundings 


Zemplin Hills (Zempleni-hegyseg) 

See Tokaj, Surroundings 


Zirc 


C 2 


Situation and 
History 


Region: Veszprem 
Altitude: 282m/925ft 
Population: 11,000 

Zirc, 56km/35 miles south of Gyor in the wide Cuha valley, which traverses 
the Bakony Forest, was first documented in 1139. The Cistercian abbey, 
which dominates the town and served important economic and cu ' tura ' 
functions in the Middle Ages, was founded by King Bela 111 m 1182 ana 
occupied by monks from Clairvaux (hence the Latin name Nova Liar- 
avallis). During the Turkish period it was completely devastated and no 
reinhabited until the beginning of the 18th c. by German settlers. 


Sights 

Cistercian 

church 


Monastery 


ie Baroque Cistercian church (Rakoczi ter 1) was built by-Martin Athan 
us Witwer and Matthias Kayr in 1739-53; the two 45m/148ft high towe s 
the facade were added later in 1854. The interior .s fmely decorated in 
Ite Baroque style: paintings by Franz Anton Maulbertschfhighaltar 
yiaria's Ascension", 1754, first side altar on the right Mar a Magda lem j ' 
escos by Josef Wagenmeister; richly decorated choir stalls and pulp . 

ie monastery is built on to the right of the church, the wings having been 

jilt in several stages between 1732 and 1854 - Tha ° ? e f h ' p i as toneto 
laking it older than the church, isthe one next to the church the last 
a completed was the Classical west front (by the main entrance/. 

he library of the Cistercian monks became the basis for the Antal RegtJjV 

arary in the monastery, which is named after the pioneering in 

isearcher of ethnology and linguistics Antal Reguly (1819 I. 

)oms beautifully furnished with inlaid floors and cabinets y . 

arpenter Michael Wild (1853-57) contain a protected collection « 
0,000 volumes and many valuable incunabula (open: Tue. rri. 
oon, 2-4pm). 
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Zirc 


In the monastery there is also a museum of natural and local history (open: 
Tue.-Sun. 9am-5pm). 


Behind the monastery complex (Damjanich utca) there is an attractive park Arboretum 
which was a wildlife reserve even in the 15th c.; from 1737 it became the 
monastery's botanical garden. 

Remains of an abbey church dating from around 1180 with a Baroque Medieval 

statue of St Imre (1749) are to be found by the wall which surrounds the column 

arboretum. 
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Practical Information from A to Z 


Accommodation 


See Camping 

See Hotels 

See Holiday Accommodation 

See Young People's Accommodation 


Air Traffic 



Several large international airlines as well as the national MALEV serve 
Hungary through the Budapest Ferihegy Airport. There are flights to all 
important centres in Europe, North Africa and the Near East, as well as to 
the UbA and Canada, 


International 

airlines 


Since Hungary is a rather small country and has a relatively extensive rail 
network, inland air traffic is not of great importance. When there is a 
demand flights are made to Gyor, Miskolc, Debrecen, Szeged and Pecs, as 
well as to areas of touristic importance, and these services are increasing. 


Inland flights 


Airports 

Ferihegy International Airport is situated 16km/10 miles south-east of the Budapest Ferihegy 
city centre. It has two terminals and is the only international airport in International 

Hungary. It is also the base for the National MALEV airline. From here there Airport 

are regular connections with the important towns in central Europe. 


After the fall of the "iron curtain" air traffic with the provincial airports of Provincial 
Debrecen, Gyor, Miskolc, Pecs and Szeged, as well as with a number of airfields 
places of economic or touristic importance, has increased. 

These airfields are served mainly from Budapest as and when required. 


Airlines 


The Hungarian airline MALEV 
maintains connections to all impor¬ 
tant European towns and also to 
North Africa and the Near East. 
Comparatively recently direct 
flights were started to New York. 


AM\£.V / 


Magyar 

Legikoziekedese 

Vallalat 


MALEV-Generaldirektion, Roosevelt ter, H-1051 Budapest, 
tel. 1-266-90 33; Fax 1-266-26 85 

Ticket sales: Apaczai Csere J. u. 19 H-1051 Budapest; tel. 1-266-90 33 
Dorottya u. 2, H-1051 Budapest; tel. 1-266-59 u 

Seat reservations and telephone ticket sales: tel. 1-267-43 33 


mal£v 


MALfcV Offices 
in Hungary 
Budapest 


Airport: tel. 1-157-91 23 

Kalvin ter 4/B Debrecen; tel. 52-16-545 

A Shops in the street in Szentendre 


Debrecen 
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Air Traffic 

Gy or 

Miskolc 

Pecs 

Szeged 

Getting to and 
from Budapest 
airport 


Aradi Vertanul utja 2, H-2021 Gyor; tel. 96-19-085 
Szechenyi u. 105, H-3530 Miskolc; tel. 46-34-34 06 
Szechenyi ter 16, H-7621 pecs; tel. 72-24-378 
Oskola u. 5, H-6720 Szeged; tel. 62-24-200 
Taxi: 

It is relatively expensive to go by taxi from the airport to the city and it is 
advisable to negotiate the fare beforehand. 

Hotel buses, shuttle buses: 

A number of the first-class hotels run their own bus service. This service is 
normally free for guests who have booked into the hotels concerned. 

Airport bus: . 

Express bus connections every 30 minutes between Ferihegy terminals I 
and II and the city centre are provided at reasonable cost. The single 
journey takes 30-40 minutes. 

Underground/municipal bus service: 

The cheapest way into the city is by bus and underground. First take the red 
BKV bus no, 93 as far as the Kobanya-Kispet terminus of Metro Line 3. It is 
then just a short trip by underground to the city centre. 


Antique Dealers 


Hungarian 

antiques 

Folk art 


Books and Music 


East Asian 
works of art 

Foreign antiques 


Permit from 
the National Bank 


Hungary is well-known as a good source of antiques. In Budapest espe¬ 
cially, but also in the provinces, valuable old objects can be obtained; these 
range from engravings to well-preserved furniture from the k.-u.-k (im¬ 
perial and royal) time. However, visitors should beware for quite often 
these goods are more or less well-made replicas or even fakes. 

Anyone wishing to export articles of artistic mentor antiquesof great value 
must first obtain clearance from the appropriate museums: 


Hungarian National Gallery (Magyar Nemzeti Galeria), Budapest l., Buda- 
,ari Palota (Buda Castle Palace), Szent Gyorgy ter 1; tel. 1-175 75 33 


Ethnographic Museum (Neprajzi Muzeum), Budapest V., Kossuth Lajoster 
12; tel. 1-132-63 40 

Szechenyi National Library, Budapest L, Budavari Palota (Buda Castle 
Palace), Building F; tel. 1-175-75 33 

Museum of Applied Art (Jparmuveszeti Muzeum), Budapest IX., Qlloi ut 
33/37; tel. 1-117-52 22 


Museum of Fine Arts (Szepmuveszeti Muzeum), Budapest XIV., Dozsa 
Gyorgy ut 41 j tst* 1 ■!42 97 59 


the value of the work of art intendedfor export e t xce ®^°?° ! v! 

srmit must be obtained from the Hungarian National Bank. Budapest v 

zabadsag ter 8; tel. 1-111-34 46 


Bathing, Swimming 


Warning 


is not advisable to bathe in rivers such as the Danube {Dun ^ . - from 

ivers in Hungary are in some stretches contaminated with pol 
idustrial plants and from agriculture. 
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Cafes 


Lakes 

The quality of water in Lake Balaton is strictly controlled and the level of Balaton 
pollution is very small. Along the shore one beach follows another. The 
southern shore is relatively shallow and therefore ideal for families with 
children. The north bank, on the other hand, slopes steeply. 

It is possible to bathe in the Velence Lake (Velneei-to) between Budapest Velence Lake 
and Lake Balaton. 


for some time the Tisza Reservoir (Tisza-to} near Tisafured in eastern 
Hungary has been a popular rendezvous for water sports enthusiasts. 

Tisza Reservoir 

See Spas and Health Resorts 

Heviz Thermal 

Lake 

Bus Excursions, Sightseeing 

General and special sightseeing tours are organised by most travel 
bureaux both in Budapest and in the provinces. Qualified guides speaking 

foreign languages are available from tourist offices or can be hired 
individually. 


Leading bus excursion offices 


Alfa Tourist, Regiposta utca 11, H-1053 Budapest; tel. 1-118-57 20 
Blaguss-Volanbusz. Erzsebet ter, H-1051 Budapest; tel. 1-117-77 77 
Budapest Tourist, Roosevelt ter 5, H-1051 Budapest; tel. 1-118-60 00 
Cityrama~Mecsek,8athori utca 22, H-1054 Budapest; tel. 1-132-53 44 
tooptounst, Kossuth Lajos ter 13/15, H-1054 Budapest; tel. 1-111-88 03 
express, Szabadsag ter 16, H-1054 Budapest; tel. 1-131-77 77 
falcon Pannonia, Alkotmany u. 20, H-1054 Budapest; tel. 1-111-14 75 
iRiiC 7 T Cam ' 0n ' Hungaria korut 140, H—1146 Budapest; tel. 1-252-76 79 

IRIIC 7 ^ ravel Service, Bulcsu utca 19, H-1134 Budapest; tel. 1-140-93 60 
BUbZ-Zentrale, Felszabadulas ter 5, H-1053 Budapest; tel. 1-118 68 66 
Tours, Semmelweis utca 14, H-1052 Budapest; tel. 1-118-60 46 
Urnnibusz, Erzsebet ter, H-1051 Budapest; tei. 1-118-21 22 

UTP-Penta, Bajcsy-Zsilinszky ut 12, H-1051 Budapest; tel. 1-138-20 99 
regazus Tours, Ferenciekter 5, H-1053 Budapest; tel. 1-117-16 44 
volantourist, Ulloo ut 21, H—1091 Budapest; tel. 1-138-25 55 

Selection 

Business Hours 

Mon.-fri. 7am-6pm, Sat, 8am-1 pm. In Budapest and some larger centres 
more and more food shops are open throughout the day. 

Food shops 
Supermarkets 

Mon.-Fn. 10am-6 pm. Larger shopping centres and stores are open also 
°n Sunday at least for a few hours. 

Stores 

kiosks, flower shops, tobacconists, confectioners, etc. are usually open 
e very weekday. 

Kiosks, etc. 

Mon.-Fri. 9am-5pm. Sat. 9am-2pm 

Financial 

institutions 

Mon.-Fri. 8 am-6pm. Sat. 8 am-2pm. 

Post offices 

Cafes 

Every visitor to Hungary ought to pay a visit to a coffee house. There are 
* lso many confectioners, expressos and cafes to be found, especially in 

Budapest. 

Note 
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Camping and Caravanning 


Coffee houses 

Among the best in the capital are: 


Gerbeaud, V, Vorosmarty ter 

Hauer, VIII, Radoczi ut 49 

New York (Hungaria), VII, Erzsebet kdrut 9 

Angelika, 1, Batthyany ter 

Korona, 1, Disz ter 

Ruszwurm, 1, Szentharomsag u. 7 

Camping and Caravanning 

Note 

In Hungary there are more than 200 camp sites and new ones are opened 
every year. Although prices are low the facilities (especially toilets) some¬ 
times leave much to be desired. On most sites caravans and motor cara¬ 
vans can be accommodated; a number also have caravans or simple camp 
huts for rental. Camp sites are crowded during the main holiday season 
(May to October) and on fine weekends. Early booking of a pitch is advised. 

Information 

Magyar Camping es Caravaning Club (MCCC), Kalvin ter 9, Budapest; tel. 
1-117-7248 

"Wild" camping 

Camping on open land is forbidden and sleeping in vehicles or caravans is 
only allowed at specially indicated places. It should also be mentioned that 
caravans and motor caravans sometimes have great difficulty in finding 
places where sewage or rubbish can be disposed of. 

Camp sites 


Classification 

Most Hungarian camp sites are divided into categories classified by stars; 
these indicate whether the site has certain mininum facilities (*), simple 
facilities (**), comfortable (***), or very good (****). 

Best areas 

The best run camp sites are situated in the area of Lake Balaton and nearthe 
leading spas, as well as in the vicinity of Budapest (the Danube Knee). 

Camp sites 
literature 

Brochures giving details of camp sites can be obtained from MCCC (see 
above) and from the Hungarian Tourist Association (see Information). 

Car Rental 

Note 

The easiest way of renting a car is to do so at Budapest Fenhegy Airport 
(both terminals). Also in the capital there are a number of Rent-a-car 
stations. In the provinces car rental was unknown until recently; only in a 
few towns and tourist centres can cars be rented. On the other hand it s 
possible almost everywhere to obtain a car with a driver at reasonable 

rates. 

Car rental firms (selection) 

Balatonfoldvar 

Europcar-lnterrent, Balatonszentgyorgyi ut 14; tel. 84-400-66 

Balatonf ured 

Avis-IBUSZ, Hotel Annabella, Deak Ferenc u.; tel. 86-42-222 

Budapest city 

Avis-1 BUSZ, Martinelli ter 8; tel. 1-118-42 07 

Budget, Hotel Buda Penta, Krisztina korut; tel. 1-155-04 82 
Europcar-lnterrent, Than Karoly lit 3—5; tel. 1-166-45 15 

Hertz-Fotaxi, Aranykez u. 4/8; tel. 1-177-788 

Hertz-Fotaxi, Kerteszz u. 24/28; tel. 1-111-6116 
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Casinos 


Avis-IBUSZ, Terminal 2; tel. 1-361-84 70 

Budget, Terminal 2; tel. 1-157-84 81 

Europcar-lnterrent, Terminal 1; tel. 1-157-66 88 

Hertz-Fotaxi, Terminal 1; tel. 1-578-629 

Hertz-Fotaxi, Terminal 2; tel. 1-578-606 

Budapest Airport 

Hertz, Szabadsag utca 27; tel. 52-708-88 

Debrecen 

Hertz, Bartok Bela utca 10; tel. 76-299-95 

Gyflr 

Europcar-lnterrent-Mit-Car, Huszar utca 1; tel. 46-326-245 

Hertz, Marx u. 4; tel. 46-70-754 

Miskolc 

Hertz, Lane u. 2; tel. 72-279-44 

• 

Pecs 

Avis-IBUSZ, Petofi setany 38; tel. 84-111-05 

Siofok 

Hertz, Hotel Pelikan, Kossuth Lajos utca 18; tel. 56-47-747 

Szolnok 

Hertz, Savaria ter; tel. 94-147-65 

Szombathely 

Caves 

Caves have been formed in the course of years in some of the karst 
mountain ranges of Hungary. Some of these have been opened up to 
tourists. 

Castle Cave (Varbarlang - see A to Z Budapest, Buda) 

Essentially an artificial cave system in the Castle Hill of Buda. Part has been 
set up as a panopticum. Entrance: Uri utca 9; Information: tel. 1-175-65 58 

Palvolgyi barlang (see A to Z Budapest, Buda) 

A cave preserved as a natural monument in the Buda hills. Entrance: Buda, 
Szepvolgyi ut 162; Information: tel. 1-188-95 37 

Budapest 

Szemlohegyi barlang 

Practically free of dust, germs and allergies. Interesting aragonite forma¬ 
tions. Entrance: Buda, Pus 2 taszi ut 35; Information: tel. 1-115-08 42. 

Abaliget-barlang 

Dripstone cave, about 500,000 years old; also used as a therapeutic tunnel 
for treating asthma. Information: tel. 72-78-054 

Southern Hungary 

Aggtelek-Baradia Cave (see A to Z, Aggtalek) 

Fine series of dripstone caves; source of important archaeological finds; 
also used as a curative cave. Because of its excellent acoustic concerts are 
occasionally held here. Information: tel. 48-12-700 

North-eastern 

Hungary 

Lillafured, Anna-barlang and Istvan-barlang (see A to Z, Miskolc) 

Dripstone caves with interesting lighting. Information: tel. 36-12—791 


Tappolca Cave (see A to Z, Lake Balaton) 

A cave through which once flowed a river, now dried up, with interesting 
dripstone formations. The cave is also used for therapeutic purposes, 
^formation: tel. 87-12-579. 

Lake Balaton 
Hinterland 

Casinos 

The first casino to be opened after the Second World War was set up in 1981 
with Austrian help in the Hotel Budapest Hilton. Since then a number of 
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Chemists 

similar establishments have been opened in various parts of the country 
which have had marked success. 

Stakes Stakes must be made in German Marks; all convertible currencies can be 

exchanged on the spot. Winnings are free of tax and can be taken out of 
Hungary without difficulty. 


Location of Casinos 

Budapest Casino Hotel Budapest Hilton, H-1014 Budapest, Hess Andras ter 1/3; tel. 

1-175-10 00 

Casino Citadella, H-1118 Budapest, Gellerthegyi setany; tel. 1-166-76 86 

Casino Gresham, H-1051 Budapest, Roosevelt ter; tel. 1-117-24 07 

Casino Imperial, H-1052 Budapest, Szabad sajto ut 5; tel. 1-118-24 04 

Casinoshi p Schonbrunn (anchored in the warmer months at the head of the 
Pest Bridge), H-1051 Budapest, Roosevelt ter, Lower Quay; 
tel. 1-186-88 59 


Casino Las Vegas, H-1051 Budapest, Roosevelt ter 2, Hotel Atrium Hyatt 
Budapest; tel. 1-117-60 22 


Heviz 

Casino Heviz, H-8360 Heviz, Hotel Termal Kossuth Lajos utca 9/11; tel. 
82-18-961 

Sopron 

Casino Sopron, H-9400 Sopron, Liszt Ferenc ter 1; tel. 99-14-475 

Pecs 

Casino Imperial, H-7621 Pecs, Jokai ter 6; tel. 72-13-449 

Chemists (Patika, Gyogyszertar) 

Note 

Although there are a great number of chemists in Hungary it may be 
difficult to find a particular product and it is advisable to take the required 

medicaments from home. u __ 

Prescriptions which have been issued abroad can be made up in Hungary 
provided the necessary medicines are available. A number of remedies can 
be obtained without prescription. 

Day and Night 
Chemists 

In the district of Budapest at least two chemists are open throughout the 24 
hours generally in rotation. Also in the large provincial towns there are 
chemists with a service at night. The addresses of chemists on duty can De 
obtained from information offices and hotel reception desks. 

Currency 


Warning 


Currency 

regulations 

336 


The Hungarian monetary unit is the forint (Ft) ® ne ^ o in * qnn 10 ooand 
circulation are banknotes in denominations of 10,20,50,100, 500 ,1000 
5000 forints, coins worth 1, 2, 5, 10 and 20 forints and 10, 20 and 50 tillers. 

The 10 forint note and 1000 forint note are very similar, care shouldI be 
taken. The same applies to the newly issued SOOOforint note which can v y 
easily be mistaken for the 50 forint note. 

For foreigners the import and export of a maximum of 500 forints P er 
is permitted. If a family of three, for instance, has 1500 forints the value 
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Cycling 


,he highest bank note must not exceed 500 forints (i.e. the individual 
allowance). The Hungarian National Bank publishes daily the official ex¬ 
change rates of more than 20 currencies 


There is no compulsory exchange in Hungary. To avoid difficulties it is 
advisable to exchange foreign currency at the branches of banks, at post 
offices, at hotel reception desks or at the exchange offices at frontier 
crossings, airports, rad stations and camp sites. 

Exchange rates are subject to fluctuation. The current rates are obtainable 
from banks, etc. 


Changing money 


Exchange rates 


lnSfrd!! 0 ' e l a ?A rest . aura ^ ts and in shops and stores frequented by Credit cards 
tourists credit cards (American Express, Bank of America, Carte Blanche, 

Diners Club, Eurocard, Interbanc, Access and Visa) are accepted. 

Sl5 ,h€r With / Eur ? che <l ue Card, will be cashed by banks, Eurocheques 
hotels and guest houses and travel bureaux (e.g. IBUSZ, Budapest Tourist, 

Blaguss-Votan) who display a Eurocheque sign 

ln h HUn9 i a ^nn^ Ur ° Ch f qUe mL1St be made out ’ in forints (maximum per 
cheque 15,000 forints). 


Customs Regulations 


Personal effects and food for three days can be taken into Hungary without Entry 
formality. In addition the following can be imported for persona! use: 250 
cigarettes or 50 cigars or 250 gr. of tobacco, two litres of wine and one litre 
of spirits. 

Gifts to a value of 5000 forints can be imported by one individual in anyone 
year. 

Video equipment must be declared on entry. Radio equipment and mobile 
telephones can only be imported with special permission. 

The import of sports and hunting equipment must first be cleared with a 
Hungarian embassy. A permit will only be granted if a letter of invitation 
from a Hungarian sports or hunting association is produced, oran orderfor 
such equipment from a hunting association. Other weapons may not be 
imported. 

There is an absolute ban on the import of pornographic material, drugs, 
horror videos, films and pictures which are directed against Hungary. 

Fresh meat and milk products are not allowed to be imported. 

Articles brought into the country may be taken out without formality. Exit 
In addition the following may be exported: provisions forthree days, and, 
for persons over 16 years of age, 200 cigarettes or 50 cigars or 200 gr. of 
tobacco, two litres of wine and one litre of another alcoholic drink. Gifts to a 
value of 3000 forints {no one article exceeding a value of 1000 forints). Such 
goods can only be exported if they have been obtained using freely con¬ 
vertible currency or bought with a credit card, and provided a receipt can be 
produced. 


The export of works of art, precious metals and articles incorporating Export of 
precious metals, as well as postage stamps, is only possible with special valuable articles 
permission. Information can be obtained from the Hungarian National 
Bank and customs authorities. 

Detailed current customs regulations for visitors may be obtained from the 
representatives of the Hungarian Tourist Authority or from IBUSZ trade 
and tourist offices. 


Cycling 


Hungary is one of the countries of Europe which have been seized by the 
cycling boom. Some years ago a start had already been made to mark 
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Diplomatic Representation 

cycling routes and tracks suitable for cyclists. Considerable progress has 
been made with these facilities in the conurbation of Budapest, on both 
sides of the Danube Bend, in the area of Matra - Biikk - Eger - Aggtelek- 
Josvafo, in the Zemplen Mountains, in the Nyirseg, in the area of Debrecen 
- Hortobagy, around Lake Tisza near Tiszafured, in the areas of Szeged and 
Pecs - Mohacs and in the uplands of Sopron. 

Budapest-Danube Bend (Visegrad)-Tata 
Tata-Zirc-Vesprem-Lake Balaton-Keszthely 
Sopron-Szombathely-Zalaegeszeg-Sumeg-Lake Balaton- 
Keszthely-Eger Tour-Hortobagy-Tokaj 

The Hungarian Railways {MAV) have also taken note of the popularity of 
cycling and at certain stations cycles can be rented. 

Passengers' cycles can be transported on certain trains of the Hungarian 
National Railways (MAV), the BudapestSuburban Railway HEV (Budapest- 
Szentendre} and the Budapest Rack Railway. 

Magyar Kerekparos Turazok Egyesulete (Association of Hungarian Cycle 
Tourists), Bajcsy-Zsilinszky ut 31, H—1065 Budapest; tel. 1-111-24 67, 
1-111-92 89. 


Diplomatic Representation 

Great Britain 

Budapest V, Harmincad ut6; tel. 1-118-2888 

United States 

Budapest V, Szabadsag ter 12; tel. 1-112-6450 

Canada 

Budapest II, Budakeszi ut 32; tel. 1-176-7711 

Electricity 

Hungarian electricity supply is at 220 volts A.C. In the larger hotels electrical 
apparatus can be used with a continental adaptor. 

Emergencies 

Note 

The Hungarian emergency services are currently being modernised 
throughout the country. Soonthere will be common emergency telephone 

numbers everywhere. , 

For the telephone districts of Budapest, Baja, Debrecen, Eger, Gyor, Mis¬ 
kolc, Nyiregyhaza, Pecs, Siofok and Szeged the following telephone num¬ 
bers apply: 

Ambulance 

Fire Service 

Police 

Tel. 04 

Tel. 05 

Tel. 07 


In all other areas an additional "0" must be dialled 

OMSZ 

Hungarian Rescue Service OMSZ (air rescue); tel. 1-120-24 70 

Events 


Programme 
of events 

Local tourist offices (see Information} publish comprehensive monthly 
programmes of events. In addition information about events can be toun 
in the newspapers and obtained from the Hungarian Tourist Office. 
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Events 


Important events (a selection) 


Budapest: Peretten Gala (Peter Vigado; Jan 1st.) 


January 


Budapest: Fashion Forum; Debrecen and Surroundings: Hajdusager 
Shrovetide Carnival; Kaposvar: Dorothy Ball (Dorottya-bal, 1st Saturday) 


Mohacs: Buscho Masked Procession (1st weekend); Budapest: Spring 
Festival; Culture Festivals in Debrecen, Godollo, Kaposvar, Kecskemet, 
Sopron. . zentendre, Szombathely; Utazas Tourist Fair and Exhibition in 
Budapest (3 weeks); Holloko: Folklore (Easter Monday) 


Szekszard: Wine Festival (1st Friday); Budapest: Technical Exhibitions; 
Pecs: Easter-egg painting. 


February 


March 


April 


Balatonfured, Siofok: Opening of the season on Lake Balaton (last Sun- 

S ’ B Sff US ' Zt n Rld /, n9 Festival; Ha i 6s: Hungarian-German Wine Fes- 
tival on St Urban s Day (last weekend); Szekesfehervar: Alba Regia Cultural 

2S2« ud »P« : lnte Ration a! Spring Fair (BNV); operetta concerts in 
the Pest Vigado (May to October), Folklore Market in the Castle district; in 
many places at various centres, especially in Szentendre, folk-art and 
handwork, revival of old customs (May to October). 


May 


Bekestarhos: Music Festival (June/July); Gydr: Music in Summer (June/ 
July), Kisvarda: Theatrical festival in the Castle (June-Aug.); Miskolc: 
Music in Summer (June-Aug.); Pecs: Summer Theatre (June-Auq.); 
Sopron: Festival weeks and music days (June-Aug.) Budapest; Open-air 
performances on Margaret Island (Margitsziget; June-Aug.); Chamber 
music evenings in the Bela Bartok Memorial House (June-Sept.); orqan 
concerts in St Matthias Church and St Stephen's Basilica (June-Auq.)- 
summer concerts in PestTown Hall (June-Aug,); Tata: banquets in Renais¬ 
sance style (June-Aug. at weekends); Szantodpuszta (south Balaton): 
equestrian and folklore programmes (June-Aug.); Balatonfoldvar: folklore 
meetings (end of June); Oriszentpeter: Folklore Market (last weekend) 


June 


Sumeg: historic Castle Festival; Matapuszta (Hortobagy National Park): July 
International Equestrian Festival (1st weekend); Apajpusta (Kiskunsag 
National Park): puszta folklore with equestrian competitions: carriage driv¬ 
ing, shepherd shows (last weekend); Szombathely: International Bartok 
Festival; Badacsony (north bank of Lake Balaton): Folklore Market (at 
weekends in July/Aug.); Balatonfured: Anne Bali with election of beauty 
queen (last weekend); Debrecen: International Jazz Festival; Fertod: 

Haydn concerts in the Castle (July/Aug.); Keszthely: chamber concerts in 
the Castle (July/Aug,); Gyula: perfomances of plays by contemporary 
Hungarian authors in the Castle (July/Aug.); Martonvasar: Beethoven 
open-air concerts (July/Aug.); Budapest: Folk-dancing Festival in the Cas¬ 
tle (July 20th-Aug. 20th); Szeged: festival on the cathedral square (end of 
July-end of Aug.); Nyirbator: music in historic buildings. 


Buzsak: Consecration Fair (Kirmes); Esztergom: International Guitar Fes- August 
tiva! (every two years); Budapest: Formula One Hungarian Grand Prix (on 
the Hungaroring, mid-Aug.); Debrecen: Carnival of Flowers (Aug. 20th, 
every two years); Matapuszta (Hortobagy National Park): Folklore Market 
(Aug. 20th); Kormend: Water Carnival, fireworks (Aug. 20th); Budapest: St 
Stephen's Procession, fireworks (Aug. 20th); Opusztaszer: festivities com¬ 
memorating Arpad, conqueror of the country (Aug. 20th). 

Wine Festivals in Badacsony, Balatonboglar, Balatonfured, Sopron, Szeks- September 
^ard, Eger (SeptJOct.); Budapest: International Wine Festival (mid Sept.), 

Art festival (Sept./Oct.), International Autumn Fair (BNV); Szombathely: 

Savaria Festival (Sept./Oct.). 

Fecsvarad: Maidens' Market (every two years). October 
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Fishing 

November Budapest: Automobile Show; Sopron: Martini Balls (11th-T3th); Buda¬ 

pest: Opening of the ball season (Elizabeth and Katharina Balls). 

December Christmas Markets in the towns (especially Sopron); New Year's Eve Ball 

(Dec. 31st). 


Fishing 


Fishing permits On production of a passport a fishing permit can be obtained on request 
from the relevant municipal and local authorities (normally tourist bureaux 
or fishing authorities) at relatively low charges. 

Information Magyar Orszagos Horgasz Szvovetseg (MOHOSZ), H—1051 Budapest, 

October 6th and 20th; tel. 1-325-315. 


Folklore 


Almost everybody who thinks of Hungary has visions of pastoral scenes 
around a well, of beautiful dark-eyed maidens in colourful green, white and 
red costumes, and of romantic gipsy violin music. Yet the popular culture 
here is not only seen and heard at festivals but is also marketed in the 
tourist sector and is highly commercialised. 

Basic traditional Hungarian folklore can be experienced in the open-air 
museums and within the framework of organised programmes, which are 
presented, for example, in the Hortobagy (See A to Z) or in the Janos-Arany 
Theatre in Budapest. 


Food and Drink 


Food 


Becsi szefet 

Borjubecsmalt 

rizzsel 

Fog as 
Guba 

Gulyasleves 

(goulash) 

Halaszle 


Hall eves 
majgomboccal 

Harcsaszelatek 

roston 

Katacs 


Hungarian cuisine, like Austrian, stresses dishes which include meat, flour 
or cereal, and great attention is paid to spices and other added ingredients. 
Old recipes which have been handed down are particularly prized and 
these are characterised by a liberal use of fat and spices, especially paprika. 
Fresh-water fish (especially carp, catfish and pike-perch) caught in the lakes 
and numerous fishpools, are also a great favourite. Most people enjoy a 
glass of Hungarian wine with their meal; wines from Lake Balaton are 
particularly popular. 

Some specialities: 

Fried veal cutlet (Wiener schnitzel) 

Veal fricassee with rice 

Perch from Lake Balaton 
Yeast buns with poppy seeds 

Well-spiced stew of beef, potato cubes, paprika, onions, tomatoes, garlic 
and caraway. 

A soup delicately spiced with hot paprika and often consisting of several 
kinds of fish (carp, catfish, etc.) with the addition of vegetables, onions, 
croutons and sour cream. 

Soup with liver dumplings 
Baked catfish 
Plaited pastry 
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Layers of vegetables with 
sausage, bacon, minced 
meat, potatoes and slices 
of red pepper. 

Soup with diced potatoes, 
croutons, smoked bacon, 
tomatoes, slices of red pep¬ 
per and herbs. 

Slices of red pepper in pork 
fat, steamed with toma¬ 
toes, aubergine, onions 
and salt. 

White cabbage prepared 
with a roux and sour cream, 
and added bacon. 

Noodles with poppy seed. 

Pancakes 

Chicken with paprika in 
pastry 

Pastry cases filled with 
minced meat or finely 
chopped cabbage and 
baked. 

Goulash from the pot! Various kinds of pastry. 

. , "Thieves bite" (various 

pieces of meat, bacon, potato and onion baked on a spit). 

Fried chicken 

Sweet strudel usually filled with apples, nuts, poppy seeds, curd cheese or 
cherries. 

Chocolate cakes with jam. 

Pieces of biscuit soaked in rum and served with cream. 

Stewed beef with a thick well-seasoned sauce. 

Pasta dough with curd cheese and bacon 
Larded pheasant. 

Boiling fowl in the Ujhaz manner (with vegetables, onions, garlic, mush¬ 
rooms, parsley and vermicelli). 

Hare, "hunter style". 

Soup with green beans. 

Mange-tout peas prepared with butter 

Bread dumplings. 

Drinks 

Hungarian fruit brandies are famous and popular, especially Barack (apri- 
cot brandy), Szilva (plum brandy) and cherry brandy. 

As well as local beers, German and Austrian beers are becoming more and 
more popular. 

See entry 


Food and Drink 

Koloszvari 
rakott kciposzta 


Lebbencs 


Leeso 


Lucskos kaposzta 

Makes rnetelt 

Pa lacsinta 

Paprikas csirke 
gafuskaval 

Piroggen 


Pgacsa 

Rablohus nyarson 

Rantott csirke 
Retes 

Rig6 jancsi 
Somloi galuska 
Tokany 
Turoscsusza 
Tuzdelt facansult 
Ujhaz tyukleves 

Vadas nyul 
Zbldbableves 
Zdidborso vajjal 
Zsemlegomboccal 


Spirits 
Beer fsor) 
Wine 
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Getting to Hungary 


Getting to Hungary 


By a j r There are scheduled flights daily by British Airways and Malev from Lon¬ 

don to Budapest, either direct or via Rome or Frankfurt. From the USA and 
Canada visitors normally fly to Amsterdam, Copenhagen, Paris, Madrid or 
Vienna and continue on connecting flights to Budapest. 

By rail The best service from the UK leaves Victoria Station in the morning and 

arrives at Budapest the following afternoon, via Dover, Ostend and Vienna. 
It is possible to change in Paris and continue on the Orient Express. An 
alternative route is via the Hook of Holland and Vienna. 

By road Visitors taking their cars to Hungary are advised to travel on the German 

autobahns between Cologne and Munich to Salzburg and from there to 
Budapest. The AA in Great Britain and the AAA in the United States can 
provide further information. 

By boat During the summer (April—September) there is a hydrofoil service on the 

Danube between Vienna, Bratislava and Budapest, the journey taking be¬ 
tween four and five hours. Information: tel. 1-118-1758. 


Gliding 


Gliding Club 

Budapest Sport Gliding Club (Mezqgasagi Repulokj Klubja) 

Towing: Technical University, Budapest. 

Gliding Fields 

Harmashatar-hegy gliding field, north-west of Budapest; for the location of 
other fields apply to information offices (See Information). 

Golf 

Information 

Hungarian Golf Association, H-1143 Budapest, Dozsa Gyorgy ut 1-3; tel. 
1-188-33 05. 

Golf Courses 


Buk 

Birdland Golf and Country Club (18 holes) 

Information: Thermal & Sport Hotel, H-9740 Bukfurdo; tel. 94-58-500. 

Kisoroszi 

Kisoroszi Golf Course (18 holes) on an island in the Danube 38km/24 miles 

north of Budapest centre , , _ , 

Information: Hotel Budapest Hilton, H-1014 Budapest, Andras ter 1-3; tel. 

1-175-10 00. 

Help for the Disabled —- 

Information 

MozgaskorlatozottakEgyesoleteinekOrszagosSzovetsege (Nation Associ¬ 
ation for the Physical Handicapped), San Marco utca 76, H-1032 Budapest, 
tel. 1-188-8951; Fax 1-68-92-92. 

Holiday Accommodation 

Note 

In all the important holiday and weekend leisure areas num ®^ H h ° 3 ^y V 
houses, fiats and rooms are available, but furnishings vary 
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Hotels 


This accommodation is. in most cases, quite inexpensive. However, espe- 
Cia mp'i1iiH?n?H a J arp 0 h UriSt re9 '° ns (Buda Pest, Danube Bend, Lake Balaton) 
usuaNy found in western Eu n rope C " ned '° ^ P ' iCeS '° ,he level of ,hose 

mUSZ^eep a COmnrl'he IT vT 3 / 1 and the Hun 0 a, ' an Tourist Office Information and 
rooms. comprehensive catalogue of holiday houses, flats and catalogue 

In the Budapest area especially a areat mam, n 0 „n;„ 

Budapes,area 


Hotels 


«irK£5KSSSSCSSSSS^ 

are concerned^ The prospectus "Hotel - Camping" with a list of al I hotels in 
Hungary can be obtained from any branch of IBUSZ. 

are°he cTstlXTals (Kas^hX^ wh'h 6 ' al,erna l , , ive »° s,a " da ' d hotels Castle hotels 
aLrf * .^1 i? te S tKaste, V hotel) Which are usually beautifully situated 

and often still have their "socialist" furnishings. They are in the former 

nv^ en qp eS ^ 6St p es ° f the Hungarian nobility (Szirak Castle near Gyon- 

Sopron etcT ^ ^ 6 Szekesferh ® rvar ' Nagycenk Castle near 

includfng’breakfast) yverep 1 h °' elS ^ ‘ d ° Ub ' e r °° m Wi ' h ba,h lnormally pri « s 


***** £190-£290 
**** £165-£210 
*** £50-£105 
** £25- £60 


Quite often prices within a particular category show considerable varia¬ 
tions. Generally prices are similar to those in hotels in central Europe. 

l n , th !ru aif L SeaSOn ^ and in BlJ dapest at any time of the year) hotel rooms 
snould.be hooked m advance; for large hotels or hotel chains this is best 
oone directly with the main booking office of the group: 

Danubius, Martinelli ter, H-1052 Budapest; tel. 117-36 52 
Hungar-Hotels, Petofi Sandor utca 16, H-1052 Budapest; tel. 118-30 18 
rannoma, Kigyo utca 4/6. H-1052 Budapest; tel. 118-36 58 
laverna, Vaci utca 20, H-1052 Budapest; tel. 118-72 78 

The cheapest overnight accommodation, usually below £8 per night, can 
m °! Jnd ' n ' nns ' most of which are situated in the mountainous parts of the 
a It ry ^ ° WeVer ' t * ie standard °f comfort in these inns sometimes leaves 
D ot to be desired (dormitories, bunk beds, one shower on each floor, etc.) 

ic r i[*^ sumrner vacation student accommodation in university towns 
orten converted into youth hostels. 

Information can be obtained from the Association for Village Tourism, 1126 
Budapest XII., Szoboszlai utca 2/4; tel. 155-53 33 

See Camping 

~ ee Holiday Accommodation 
ee Young People's Accommodation 


Reservations 


Inexpensive 

accommodation 


Farm holidays 


Other 

accommodation 
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Hotels 

Hotel Selection 


Budapest 

*** "Hotels 

Atrium Hyatt Budapest, 1051 Budapest V., Roosevelt ter 2; tel. 138-30 00 
Duna Inter-Continental 1052 Budapest V., Apaczai Csere Janos utca 4; tel. 
117-5122 

Grand Hotel Corvinus Kempinski Budapest, 1051 Budapest V„ Erzsebet ter 
7/9; tel. 226-10 00 

Budapest Hilton, 1041 Budapest L, Hess Andras ter 1/3; tei. 175 10 00 
Thermal Hotel Margitziget (Margaret Island); tel. 111-10 10 

****Hotels 

Buda Penta, 1013 Budapest!., Krisztina koriit 41/43; tel. 156 63 33 
Dunapart Sallodahajo (ship hotel on Danube bank), 1011 Budapest l„ Szila- 
gyi Dezso ter. Also rakpart; tel. 155-9001 

Flamenco Occidental, 1113 Budapest XI., Tax vezer utca 7; tel. 161-22 50 
Forum, 1052 Budapest V„ Apaczai Cs. J. u. 12; tel. 117-80 88 

Gellert, 1111 Budapest XI., Szent Gellertter 1; tel. 185-22 00 

Grand Hotel Hungaria, 1074 Budapest VII., Rakoczi ut 90; tel. 122-90 50 
Korona, 1053 Budapest VII., Rakoczi ut 90; tel. 117-41 11 

Novote! Budapest, 1121 Budapest XII., Alkotas utca 63/67; tel. 186 95 88 
Olympia, 1121 Budapest XII., Eotvos ut 40; tel. 156-8011 

Panorama, 1121 Budapest XII., Rege utca 21; tel. 175-05 22 

Ramada Grand, Margitsziget (Margaret Island); tel. 111-1000 

Grand Hotel Royal, Budapest VII., Erzsebet korut 47/49; tel. 153-3133 
Thermal Hotel Aquincum, 1036 Budapest III., Arpad fejedelem utja 94; tel. 
188-63 60 

Thermal Hotel Helia, 1133 Budapest XIII., Karpat utca 62/64; tel. 129-86 50 
Victoria, 1011 Budapest 1., Bern Rakart 11; tel. 201-86 44 

***Hotels 

Aero Hotel, 1091 Budapest IX., Ferde utca 1/3; tel. 127-46 90 

Alba, 1011 Budapest 1,, Apor Peter utca 3; tel. 175 92 44 

Astoria, 1053 Budapest V., Kossuth Lajor utca 19; tel. 177-34 11 

Benczur, 1068 Budapest VI., Benczur utca 35; tel. 142-79 70 

Budapest Hotel, 1026 Budapest II., Szilagyi Erzsebet fasor47; tel. 202-0044 
Emke, 1072 Budapest VII., Akacfa utca 1/3; tel. 122-92 30 

Erzsebet, 1053 Budapest V., Karolyi Mihaly utca 11/15; tel. 138-2111 

Expo Hotel, 1101 Budapest X., Albertirsai ut 10; tel. 184-21 30 

Hunor, 1039 Budapest III., Pumkosdfurdo utca 40; tel. 180-09 49 

Liqet 1068 Budapest VI., Dozsay Gyorgy ut 106; tel. 111-3200 

Normafa, 1121 Budapest XII., Eotvos lit 53/54; tel. 165-34 44 

Orion, 1013 Budapest 1., Dobrentei utca 13; tel. 156-89 33 

Recie 1021 Budapest II., Palos utca 2; tel. 176-73 11 

Regina Hotel Budapest, 1223 Budapest XXII., Muvelodes utca 21/27; tel. 

226—63 44 

Rubin Apartman Hotel, 1118 Budapest XI., Dayka Gabor utca 3; 

Stadion TlJiS Budapest XIV., Ifjiisag utja 1/3; tel. 251-22 22 

Taverna' 1052 Budapest V„ Vaci utca 20; tel. 138-49 99 

Volga, 1134 Budapest XHU Dozsa Gyorgy ut 65, tel. 129 02 00 

**Hotels 

Csalogany Hotel Buda Center, 1027 Budapest II., Csalogany utca 23; tel. 

Danubius Sport, 1138 Budapest XIII., Vaci tit 185; tel. 129-76 63 

Eravis 11 14 Budapest XI., Bartok Bela ut 152; tel. 166 72 76 

Gulliver, , 135 Budapest XIII.. Bekeu, 26;.ek 131-95 70 

Ifiusag, 1024 Budapest II., Zivatar utca 1/3; tel. 115-42 60 

Minol 1039 Budapest III., Batthyany utca 45 ; te! 180-07 77 

Platanus, 1087 Budapest VIII., Kbnyves Ka man korut 44 tel. 113 

Romai, 1039 Budapest III., Szent Janos u. 16; tel 188-616/ 

Sport Hotel, 1038 Budapest III., Marton ^™25, el.' 180 3 ° 31 

Studium, 1108 Budapest X„ Harmat utca 1 29< t ||' 14 ^ 

Szamalk, 1115 Budapest XL, Etele ut 68; tel. 166-93 77 

Tusculanum, 1031 Budapest III., Zahony utca 10, tel. 188 76/J 
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Hotels 


Ventura, 1119 Budapest XI., Fehervari ut 179; tel. 181-07 58 
Wien, 1118 Budapest XI., Budaorsi ut 88/90; tel. 166-54 00 


Citadella, 1118 Budapest I., Citadel I a setany; tel. 166—57 94 
Csillaghegyi Strand, 1038 Budapest III., Pusztakuti ut 3* tel 1fiR—4n 1 ? 

fg* 1 ir C ' Ub H °’ el ' 1101 *-P«* X.. Vajda'p^ Jca 3W42; ,el. 


Lido, 1031 Budapest III., Nanase ut 67' tel 188-6865 

Touring Hotel. 1039 Budapest III., Punkdsdfurdo utoa 38; tel. 180-31-84 


Agard Hotel*, 2484 Argard, Akacfa utca ; tel. 22—55-016 
Cseppko*, 3759 Aggtelek; telex: 63-13 31 


Duna*, 6500 Baja, Szentharomsag ter 6; te! 79-23-224 
Sugovica***, 6500 Baja, Petofi-sziget; tel. 79-21 755 

Pirat Hotel***, 8220 Balatonalmadi, Neptun utca 15; tel. 80-39-150 

Neptun***, 8623 Balatonfoldvar, Park; tel. 84-40-388 

Annabella***, 8230 Balatonfured, Beloiannisz utca 25; tel. 86-42-222 
Margareta***, 8230 Balatonfured, Szechenyi utca 29; tel. 86-43-824 
Marina***, 8230 Balatonfured, Szechenyi utca 26; tel. 86-43-644 

To Motel*, 2653 Bank, Petofi ut 73 

Boroka***, 7570 Bares, Bajcsy-Zsilinszky ut 39 

Touring Hotel**, 5309 Berekfiirdo. Berek ter 13; tel. 59-11-666 

Fiume***, 5600 Bekescsaba, Istvan kiraly ter 2; tel. 66-28-250 

Thermal Hotel Buk****, 9740 Bukfurdo; tel. 94-58-500 

Gabona**, 3557 Bukkszentkereszt; tel. 46-92-915 

Galyateto**, 3234 Galyateto, Kodaly Zoltan setany 10; tel. 37-76-011 

Korona Motel***, 9300 Csorna, Felszabadulas utca 1 


Aranybika***, 4025 Debrecen, Piac utca 11/15; tel. 52-16-777 

Civis***, 4025 Debrecen, Kalvin ter 4; tel. 52-18-522 

Thermal Hotel, 4025 Debrecen, Nagyerdei korut 9/11; tel. 52-11-888 

Arany Csillag***, 2400 Dunaujvaros, Vasmu ut 39; tel. 25-10-044 

Eger****, 3300 Eger, Szalioda utca 1/3; tel. 36-13-233 
Flora***, 3300 Eger, Furdoutca 5; tel. 36-20-211 
Senator-Haz***, 3300 Eger, Dobo Ter 11; tel. 36-20-466 

Esztergom Hotel***, 2500 Esztergom, Primas sziget; tel. ^^-S 83 
Furdo Hotel**, 2500 Esztergom, Pazmany Peter ut 14; tel. 33-11-688 

Kastely*, 9421 Fertorakos, Fo ut 153; tel. 99-12-376 

Varsa**, 2483 Gardony, Holdfeny setany 13; tel. 22-55-110 

Matra***, 3200 Gyongyos, Matyas kiraly utca 2; tel. 37-12-057 

Raba***, 9021 Gyor, Arpad utca 34; tel. 96 - 15_ p^ 1K C11 
Klastrom***, 9021 Gyor, Zechmeister utca 1; tel. 96 lb b 

Aranykereszt***, 5700 Gyula, Eszperanto ter 1; tel. 66-62-144 


^Hotels 


Agard 

Aggtelek 

Baja 

Balatonalmadi 

Balatonfoldvar 

Balatonfured 

Bank 

Bares 

Berekfurdfi 

Bekescsaba 

Bukfurdo 

Bukkszentkereszt 

Csorna 

Debrecen 

Dunaujvaros 

Eger 

Esztergom 

Fertorakos 

Gardony 

Gyongyos 

Gyor 

Gyula 
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Hotels 


Hajduszoboszio 

Delibab***, 4200 Hajduszoboszio, Jozsef Attila utca 4; tel. 52-62-366 

Harkany 

Siesta Club Hotel***, 7815 Harkany, Kossuth Lajos utca 17; tel. 72-80-611 
Drava**, 7815 Harkany, Bartok utca 3; tel. 72-80-434 

Heviz 

Thermalhotel Aqua****, 8380 Heviz, Kossuth Lajos u. 13-15; 
tel. 82-18-947 

Hotel Termal Heviz, 8380 Heviz; tel. 82-11-090 

Hodmexovasar- 

hely 

Jaszbereny 

Farma**, 6800 Hodmexovasarhely, Szeremlei utca 7; tel. 64-44-444 

Touring Hotel**, 5100 Jaszbereny, Serhaz utca 3; tel. 57-12-051 

Kalocsa 

Beta Hotel***, 6300 Kalocsa, Szentharomsag ter 4; tel. 64-61-244 

Kecskemet 

Aranyhomok***, 6000 Kecskemet, Szechenyi ter 3; tel. 76-20-011 

Harom Gunar***, 6000 Kecskemet, Batthyany utca 11; tel. 76-27-077 
Szauna***, 6000 Kecskemet, Sport utca 3; tel. 76-28-700 

Keszthely 

Helikon***, 8360 Keszthely, Balaton-part 5; tel. 82-81-944 

Phonix**, 8360 Keszthely, Balaton-part 3; tel. 82-12-630 

Kiskunhalas 

Csipke**, 6400 Kiskunhalas, Semmelweis ter 16; tel. 77-21-455 

Lillaftired 

Palota*, 3517 Lillafured, Erzsebet setany 1; tel. 46-54-255 

Matrafured 

Avar***, 3232 Matrafured, Paradi utca 5; tel. 37-13-195 

Matrahaza 

Berc Hotel Matra***, 3233 Matrahaza; tel. 37-74-095 

Miskolc 

Pannonia***, 3525 Miskolc, Kossuth utca 2; tel. 46-16-434 

Miskolctapolca 

Juno***, 3519 Miskolctapolca, Csabai utca 2/4; tel. 46-64-133 

Park Motel, 3519 Miskolctapolca, Bak Denes utca 4; tel. 46-60-811 

Moson- 

magyarovar 

Noszvaj 

Szent Istvan Hotel, 9200 Mosonmagyarovar; tel. 98-13-011 

De la Motte Kastely Hotel (castle hotel)*, 3325 Noszvaj, Dobo utca 10; tel. 
36-12-419 

Nyiregyhaza 

Szabolcs Jorona**, 4400 Nyiregyhaza, Dozsa Gyorgy ut 1/3; tel. 42-12-333 

Oroshaza 

Alfold***, 5900 Nyiregyhaza, Szabadsag ter 12; tel. 68-12-166 

Pecs 

Mediterran***, 7627 Pecs, Domorkapu; tel, 72-15-987 

Palatinus***, 7621 Pecs, Kiraly u. 5; tel. 72-33-022 

Pannonia***, 7621 Pecs, Rakocai ut 31, tel. 72—13—322 

Pecsvarad 

Istvan kiraly Hotel**, 7720 Pecsvarad, Var utca 45; tel. 72-27-577 

Rackeve 

Savoyai Kastely*. 2300 Rackeve, Kossuth Lajor u. 95; tel. 25-85-253 

Salgotarjan 

Karancs***, 3100 Salgotarjan, Fo ter 21; tel. 32-10-088 

Sarospatak 

Bodrog**, 3950 Sarospatak, Rakoczi ut 58; tel. 41-11-744 

Sarvar 

Thermal Hotel Sarvar****, 9600, Rakoczi ut; tel. 94-23-999 

Seregelyes 

Taurus Kastely Hotel***, 8111 Seregelyes, Zichy-Hadfik Kastely; tel. 
22-65-030 

Siofok 

Europa***, 8600 Siofok, Petofi setany 15; tel. 84-13-411 

Hungaria***, 8600 Siofok, Petofi setany 13; tel. 84-10-67/ 
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Hotels 



Eziistpart Hotel**, 8600 Siofok, Liszt Ferenc setany 3; tel, 84-13-622 
venusz**, 8600 Siofok, Kinizsi utca 12; tel. 84-10-660 

Lover***, 9400 Sopron, Varisi utca 4; tel. 99-11-061 

Palatinus***, 9400 Sopron, Uj utca 23; tel. 99-11-395 

Solar Club Hotel***, 9400 Sopron, Panorama ut 16; tel. 99-11-675 

Var Hotel*, 8330 Sumeg, Vak Bottyan utca 2 

Hungaria***, 6721 Szeged, Marcos utca 1; tel. 62-21-211 
Royal**, 6720 Szeged, Kolcsey utca 1/3; tel. 62-12-911 

Alba Regia***, 8000 Szekesfehervar, Rakoczi utca 1; tel. 22-13-484 
Arev*, 8000 Szekesfehervar, Jozsef utca 42; tel. 22-27-051 

Alisca**, 7100 Szekszard, Kalvaria utca 1; tel. 74-11-242 
Gemenc***, 7100 Szekszard, Meszaros L. utca 2; tel. 74-11-722 

Danubius Hotel Ister**, 2000 Szentendre, Ady Endre utca 28; tel. 
26-12-511 

Doimolos Kastely Hotel***, 7900 Szigetvar, Pf. 108; tel. 70-11-222 

Kastely Hotel***, 3044 Szirak, Petofi utca 26 

Pelikan***, 5000 Szolnok, Jaszkurt utca 1; tel. 56-43-855 
Tisza***, 5000 Szolnok, Tiszapark 2; tel. 56-31-155 

Claudius****, 9700 Szombathely, Bartok Bela korut 39; tel. 94-13-760 

Gabriella*, 8300 Tapolca, Batsanyi ter; tel. 87-12-642 


Sopron 

Sumeg 

Szeged 

Szekesfehervar 

Szekszard 

Szentendre 

Szigetvar 

Szirak 

Szolnok 

Szombathely 

Tapolca 
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Information 


Tata 

Kristaly***, 2890 Tata, Ady Endre utca 22; tel. 34-80-577 

Tatab3r>ya 

Arpad Hotel***, 2800 Tatabanya, Felszabadulas ter 20; tel. 34-10-357 

Veszprem 

Veszprem Hotel***, 8200 Veszprem, Budapest lit 6; tel. 80-24-876 

Visegrad 

Silvanus***, 2025 Visegrad, Fekete-hegy; tel. 26-28-311 

Zalaegerszeg 

Aranybarany***, 8900 Zalaegerszeg, Szechenyi ter 1; tel, 92-14-100 

Zalakaros 

Liget Hotel**, 8749 Zalakaros, Gyogyfiirdoter 6; tel. 93-18-105 

Zamardi 

Hotel Familia Zamardi****, 8612Zamardi, Endredi utca 1/2; tel. 84-31-350 


Information 


Great Britain 

Danube Travel Limited, Central Agent IBUSZ Hungary, 

6 Conduit Street, London W1R 9TG 

Tel: (071} 493 0263 

United States 

IBUSZ Hungarian Travel Limited, Suite 520, 

630 Fifth Avenue, Rockefeller Center, New York, NY 10020 

Tel: (212) 582 7412; toll free 800/367-7878 


Information in Hungary 


Budapest 

Hungarian Tourist Office, Vigad u. 6, H-1051 Budapest, IV floor; tel. 
1-118-07 50, Fax 1-118-52 41 

Tourinform, Siito utca 2, H-1052 Budapest; tel. 1-117-98 00 (postal ad¬ 
dress: Box 185, H-1364 Budapest), Fax 1-117-95 78 

Dunatours, Bajcsy-Zsilinszky ut 17, H-1065 Budapest; tel. 1-131-45 33, Fax 
1-111-68 27 

Hungarotours Akacfa u. 20, H-1072 Budapest; tel. 1-141-38 89, Fax 
1-122-74 53 

Balaton 

Balaton Administrative Commission of the Hungarian Tourist Office, 

Biaha Lujza u. 2, H-8230 Balatonfiired; tel. 86-42-801 

Bekescsaba 

Bekestourist, Andrassy u. 10, H-5600 Bekescsaba; tel./Fax 66-23-448 

Debrecen 

Hajdutourist, Kalvin ter 2a, H-4026 Debrecen; tel. 52-15-588, Fax 
52-19-616 

Eger 

Heves Tourist, Szarvas ter, H-3300 Eger; tel. 36-11-225, Fax 36-10 639 

Gyor 

Ciklamen Tourist, Jokai u. 12, H-9021 Gy6r; tel./Fax 96-16-050 

Kecskemet 

Puszta Tourist, Szabadsag ter 2, H-6000 Kecskemet; tel. 76-29-499 

Kozep - 
Dunavidek 

Administrative Commission of the Hungarian Tourist 

CidTk (Middle Danube), Muzeum u. 11, H-1088 Budapest; tel. 1-138 48 

Kozep - 
Tiszavidek 

Administrative Commission of the Hungarian Tourist Office Kozep Tis 
zavidek (Middle Tisza), Kossuth ter 1, H-5350 T.szafured; tel. 58-11 7bJ 

Matra - Bukk 

Administrative Commission of the Hungarian Tourist Office Matra - Bukk, 
Deak u. 11, H-3300 Eger; tel./Fax 36-12-564 


348 


Scanned by CamScanner 







Language 


Bors “J I?^ riSt ' Sz ® chen V ut 35 < H-3525 Miskolc; tel. 46-350-645, Fax 
46-350-617 

42^546 D “ Sa Gy6r9V Ut 3 ’ H_440 ° ^^SVhSza; tel. 42-11-544, Fax 

7 M 2 e -l S 4 ^ 66 OUriSt ' S " chenvi ,4r »• H-7621 Pecs; tel. 72-13-300, Fax 

Negrad Tourist, Erzsebet ter 3, H-3100 Salgotarjin; tel. 32-10-660 
Siotour. Batthvanv u. 2 b, H-8600 Sidfok; tel. 84-13-111, Fax 84-10-803 

^ ° ffiCe S ° Pr0 " - 
Szeged Tourist, Victor Hugo u. 1 , H-6720 Szeged; tel./Fax 62-11-711 
Wbatours, Szabadsag ter 6 . H-8001 Szekesfehervar; tel. 22-12-494, Fax 

M-iUT/' 1, Sz4chen ' ,i “< 38 - H-7100 Szekszard; tel. 74-12-144. Fax 

Tiszatour, Verseghy Park 8 . H-5000 Szolnok; tel. 56-37-502, Fax 56-41-441 
Svarian Tourist, Hollan E. u. 1 , H-9700 Szombathely; tel. 94-12-348 
Komtourist. Ady Endre u. 24. H-2890, Tata; tel. 34-83-211, Fax 34-80-694 

T0^i'M lr i a v' V u of ,he Hun 0 arian Tourist Office Velencei-tb, 

Topart u. 17, H-2484 Agard; tel. 22-55-051 

K ° SSUth La * 0S Ul 21 • H “ 8200 Veszprem; tel. 80-26-277, Fax 

Zalatour, Kovacs Karoly ter 1, H-8900 Zalaegerszeg; tel, 92-11-443, Fax 
92-11-469 


Insurance 


It is essential to take out short-term health and accident insurance when 
visiting Hungary, It is also advisable to have baggage insurance. Arrange¬ 
ments can be made through a travel agent or insurance company; many 
companies organising package holidays now include insurance as part of 
the deal* 

See also Medical Assistance 


IVliskoJc 

Nyiregyh^za 

Pecs 

Safgdtarjan 

Sidfok 

Sopron - 
Koszeghegyalja 

Szeged 

Szekesfehervar 

Szekszard 

Szolnok 

Szombathely 

Tata 

Velence Lake 

Veszprem 

Zalaegerszeg 


Language 


Visitors will have little difficulty in making themselves understood in 
Budapest, for a knowledge of foreign languages is a traditional part of 
general education, especially as Hungarian is a language which is under¬ 
stood by relatively few non-Hungarians and does not figure among the 
recognised international languages. German is widely understood in Hun- 
gary and many young people also speak quite good English* 

Hungarian belongs to the Finno-Ugrian family and therefore has a special 
place in Europe* The varying pronunciation of consonants and vowels will 
cause difficulty for the uninitiated. 


Foreign 

languages 


Hungarian 
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Language 


In Hungarian the first syllable is the one always stressed. 


The alphabet and 
its pronunciation 


Approximate equivalent in English 
a = short open o (as in hot) 
a = long a (as in calm) 
c = ts (as in bits) 
cs = ch (as in chat) 
e = short e (as in bet) 
e = long e (as the ai In fair) 
gy = i (as adieu in French) 
i = short i (as in bit) 

( = long i (as the ee in breeze) 
ly = sound of a voiced y (as in yes) 
ny = gn (as in Cognac) 
o = short o (as in hot) 

6 = long o (as in mow) 

6 = short o (as the e in the) 

6 = long o (as the u in fur) 
s = sh (as in show) 
sz = sharp z (as the se in purse) 
ty = ch (as in chance) 
u = short u (as in butter) 
u = long u (as the oo in boot) 
u = short u (as in hue) 
u = long u (as in French tu) 
v = v (as in very) 
z = voiced z (as in buzz) 
zs = voiced j (as in judge) 


Numbers 


Days of the 
week 


Important words 
and phrases 


0 null, zero, semmi 

20 husz 


1 egy 


21 huszonegy 


2 ketto, ket 


30 harminc 


3 harom 


40 negyven 


4 negy 


50 otven 


5 ot 


60 hatvan 


6 hat 


70 hetve 


7 het 


80 nyolcvan 


8 nyolc 


90 ilencven 


9 kilenc 


100 szaz 


10 tiz 


200 ketszaz 


11 tizenegy 


1000 ezer 


12 tizenketto 




English 

Hungarian 

English 

Hungarian 

Monday 

hetfo 

Friday 

pentek 

Tuesday 

kedd 

Saturday 

szombat 

Wednesday 

szerda 

Sunday 

vasarnap 

Thursday 

csutortok 

Holiday 

unnep 

English 


Hungarian 


accommodation 


szallas 


address 


cim 


airport 


repiilogep 


autumn 


osz 


bed 


Sgy 


bill 


szamla 


blue 


kek 


boat 


csonak 


bread 


kenyer 


bridge 


hid 


cafe 


kavehaz 
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Language 


English 

castle 

closed 

day 

departure 

diversion 

doctor 

door 

early closing day 
east 

embassy (consulate) 

emergency exit 

entrance 

evening 

exchange 

exit 

express train 
filling station 
first-aid 
free 

frontier 
German 
Goodbye 
Good day 
Good evening 
Good morning 
help, assistance 
hill 

hour, clock 
How much? 

How much is that? 

Hungary 

I (don't) understand 

information 

inn 

island 
lake, pond 
left 
letter 
look out! 

!uggage 

Madam (addressing a iady) 

May I? 

milk 

name 

night 

no parking 

north 

pardon 

patisserie 

play street 

please 

polics 

Post office 

prohibited 

railway 

red 

restaurant 

right 

road, street 
road works 
room 


Hungarian 

kastely 

zarva 

nap 

indulas 

terelout 

orvos 

ajto 

szimnap 

kelet 

kovetseg 

veszkijarat 

bejarat 

este 

penzvaltas 

kijarat 

gyorsvonat 

benzinkut 

elsosegely 

szabad 

hatar 

nemetiil 

viszontlatasra 

jo napot 

jo estet 

jo reggelt 

segitseg 

domb 

ora 

mennyi? 
mennyibe kerul 
Magyarorszag 
(nem) ertem 

Informacio, felvilagositas 

vendeglo 

sziget 

to 

balra 

level 

vigyazat! 

poggyasz 

asszony 

megengedi? 

tej 

nev 

ejszaka 

varakozni tilos! 

eszak 

pardon! 

cukraszada 

jatszotca 

kerem 

rendorseg 

Posta 

tilos! 

vasut 

piros 

etterem 

jobbra 

utca, ut 

utjavitas 

szoba 
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Language 


English 
shop, store 

Sir {addressing a gentleman) 

south 

spring 

station 

storey 

summer 

telegram 

Thank you 

tip 

toilet {gentleman) 

toilet (ladies) 

town 

tram 

village 

water 

weather 

week 

west 

What is that? 

When? 

Where? 
white 
wine bar 
wine vault 
winter 
year 
yellow 
yesterday 


Hungarian 

aruhaz 

Or 

del 

tavasz 

allomas, palyaudvar 

emelet 

nyar 

tavirat 

koszonom 

borravalo 

urak, Ferfiak 

nok 

varos 

villamos 

falu 

viz 

idojaras 

het 

nyugat 

mi ez? 

mikor? 

hoi? 

feher 

borozo 

borpince 

tel 

ev 

sarga 

tegnap 


Markets 


"eau-de-vie". 


Well-known Markets 


Markets in 
Budapest 


Folklore Markets 


which has existed for almost 100 years. 

SSB. .he larges, and busies, Budapes, 

^dapestFlVaM^rke^cs^l.^lXDistric,. Nagykdrosi d. 150. open: Mon, 
Fri. 8am-4pm, Sat. 8am-3pm. 

Other Budapest markets worth visiting: District); 

Feny utca (II District); Fehervani ut XI D.str c J Mauza, 

Rakoczi ter (VIII District); Batthyany ter (I District) week . 

In the castle district of Buda (May); ^ r e' an |J $ Augu s t); Hortobagy 
end in June); Badacsony (weekends in July and Augus 

(market by the Nine-arched Bridge, Aug.) 


Christmas Market See Events 
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Motoring 


Medical Assistance 

Budapest: tel. 04 

Outside Budapest: tel. 004 

Emergency caII 

widimu champ Fur+h 16 ^ 6 ^' 30 a . ml3ulance are in principle available 
treatment) are charge h ab!e. reatment (including exa ™nation and hospital 

'M B hn C l?rs e fl St H^ d Th 0the | r lar9e towns the services of a doctor are provided 

sarar can be obtained from “ ion 

Medical help 

compan^t^^ are advised to contact their insurance 

L TdvIsable to mkp nnr ! Protection is available in Hungary. In general it 
duraSS the visit. 8 PerS ° na ' mediCa! and accident golic V for the 

Insurance 

Motoring 


Hungan, has some 30.000km/18.600 miles of well-engineered roads All 
motorways and major traffic arteries radiate from Budapest. 


Breakdowns 


?r1 th l P u nCipal highways in Hungary, and particularly in the Budapest 
area, the Hungarian Automobile Club (Magyar Autoklub) has breakdown 
service points. 


Up until now emergency telephones have only existed on the M 7 motor¬ 
way. Members of the AA can obtain assistance from the emergency tele- 
MAvf centre of the the Hun garian Automobile Club (Magyar Autoklub 
MAK); tel. 1-135-3317 (English spoken). New independent breakdown 
services include: Hungaria tel, 1-189-1203; Budasegely tei. 1-188-6201; 
Start tel. 1-169-7495 and Toman tel. 1-147-5594. The Hungarian Automo¬ 
bile Club (Magyar Autoklub), Romer Floris utca 4/a, H-1277 Budapest- tel 
1-155 1220. 


Emergency calls 


The breakdown service can be contacted daily by telephone between 8am Breakdown 

and 6pm (in summer until 8pm on busy roads). A 24-hour service operates n service 

from June 1st until September 15th. 


Budapest: tel. 1-252-80 00 (24-hour service) Breakdown 

Baja; tel. 79-129-17 telephone 

Uebrecen: tel. 52-145-67 numbers 

Dunaujvaros: tel. 25-182-39 

Esztergom: tel. 33-119-06 

Gyor: tel. 96-179-00 

Kaposvar: tel. 82-192-32 

Kecskemet: tel. 76-201-59 

Miskolc: tel. (46) 848-44 

Mosonmagyarovar: tel. 88-157-08 

Nyjregyhaza: tel. (42) 133-13 

p ecs: tel. 72-127-38 

s °pron: tel. 99-113-52 

Szeged: tel. 62-261-66 

Szekszard: tel. 74-156-30 

Tatabaya: tel. 334-117-09 
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Motoring 


Emergency calls 
(Segelykaro lap) 


Hitch-hiking 


Assistance in the event of a breakdown can also be obtained with the use of 
so-called emergency cards, obtainable at the frontier or from a nearby 
filling-station. A driver suffering a breakdown can give a completed card to 
a passing motorist who will deliver it to the nearest emergency breakdown 
point. 

Hitch-hiking is permitted in Hungary, but not on motorways or their feeder 
roads. Hitch-hikers should, however, beware of assault, theft and similar 
risks. 


Roads 

Motorways 


Main Roads 


Road signs 


M 1 Budapest-Tatabanya 
M 3 Budapest-Gyongyos 
M 5 Bu da pest-6 rkeney 
M 7 Budapest-Balaton 

N 1 Budapest-Tatabanya-Gyor-Hegyeshalom 
Nr 2 Budapest-Vac-Parassapuszta 
Nr 3 Budapest-Gyongyos-Miskolc-Tornyosnemeti 
Nr 4 Budapest-Szolnok-Debrecen-Zahony 
Nr 5 Budapest-Kecskemet-Szeged-Roszke 
Nr 6 Budapest-Szekszard-Pecs-Barcs 

Nr 7 B u d a p est-Sze kesf e h e v ar-Si of o k-N a gy ka n i zs a- Lete n y e 
Nr 8 Szekesfehevar-Veszprem-Kormend-Rabafuzes 

Road signs in Hungary correspond to those in most western European 
countries. Time-saving diversions around Budapest and other large towns 
are indicated by a sign with TIR in black on an orange ground. 
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See below 


Motoring 

Traffic Regulations 


Budapest area: Fovinform; tel. 1-117-11 73, 1-117-82 86 (24-hour ser- Information on 
vice), cross-country routes: Utinform; tel. 1-122-70 52 1-122-76 43 (24- road conditions 
hour service). 


Safety on the Road 


Visitors taking their own vehicles 
serviced before leaving home. 


to Hungary should have them properly 


Vehicle condition 


However careful a driver may be, an accident can happen at any time. In 

such circumstances it pays to keep a cool head and take the following 
actions: 3 


Accidents 


1 Switch on hazard lights; 
behind the vehicle. 


set a warning triangle at a reasonable distance 


2 Attend to any injured person and if necessary send for an ambulance. 

3 In Hungary every accident must be notified to the Police. 

4 Note the names, addresses of all other persons involved; note the make 
and number as well as insurance details of any other vehicle involved. 
The time and place of the accident must also be noted. 

5 Obtain, if possible, the names and addresses of any witnesses. Make 
sketches of the situation at the place of the accident, or, better still, take 
pictures of the scene from various angles. 

6 Notify the insurance office given on your "green card" and obtain details 
of the insurance cover of third parties. On no account admit liability or sign 
any document written in a language which you do not understand. 

7 Claim for repairs on your own insurance policy and notify the company if 
any claim is made against you. If the vehicle is completely wrecked the 
customs authorities must be informed. 


Traffic Regulations 

A national driving licence, the vehicle registration document and the Driving Licence 
"green insurance card" must be taken. (An international driving licence is 
not required.) 

Foreiqn vehicles must be fitted with an oval nationality plate. Nationality 

plate 


In Hungary drivers are forbidden to drink and drive. 


Children under 12 years of age may not travel in the front seats of vehicles. 


Cars 

Motorcycles 

Buses 

Cars towing 
Lorries 


Motor¬ 

Main 

ways 

roads 

120 

100 

120 

100 

80 

70 

80 

70 

80 

70 


Other 

Built-up 

roads 

areas 

80 

60 

80 

50 

70 

50 

70 

50 

70 

50 


A motorcyclist must wear a helmet at all times 


Alcohol 

Children 

Speed limits 
In km per hour 


Helmets 
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Museums 


Use of the horn 

In populated districts the horn may only be used in an emergency. 

Overtaking 

Overtaking is forbidden on bends and at road or rail crossings. 

Lights 

In Hungary fog lamps and other additional lights must either be covered or 
disconnected. It is obligatory to drive with dipped headlights outside 
built-up areas in daylight hours 

Petrol/Gasoline 

Filling Stations 

Near frontier posts, along the main traffic arteries and in towns and tourist 
centres there are plenty of filling stations. 

Motor fuel 

The following types of motor fuel are available: Super (92 octane), lead- 
free (95 octane), Extra-Super (98 octane) and Diesel. Note: Normal petrol in 
Hungary is only 86 octane. 

Fuel in containers 

It is forbidden to import or export fuel in containers. 

Museums 


The museums of Hungary are described in some detail in the A to Z section 
of this guide under the individual place names. Historical and specialised 
museums are naturally to be found in Budapest, but in other parts of the 
country there are many galleries, collections of paintings and museums 
documenting the history, culture and economy of the various regions. 
Very popular are the open-air museums and museum-villages each of 
which presents a living picture of the rich culture of of a particular region of 
the country (architecture, way of life, economy, folk art, etc.). 

Opening times 

Most museums are open: Tue-Sun. 10am-6pm. In the provinces smaller 
mueums sometimes have different opening hours; visitors should enquire 
locally. 

Music 


Hungarian music enjoys a world wide reputation, to which, in addition to 
Franz Liszt, a considerable contribution has been made by Ferenc Erkei, 
Bela Bartok and Zoltan Kodaly. In Budapest, but also in provincial towns 
(including Pecs, Debrecen, Szeged, Keszthely) the musical tradition of the 
country is highly cherished. A broad and varied programme of events, 
ranging from serious symphony concerts, through opera and operetta to 
imaginatively produced musicals, caters for every taste. 

For those who like to indulge in traditional music there are in many places 
folkloric programmes, and stimulating gipsy music {csardas) for dancing. 
Pop and rock fans will find ample opportunities to enjoy their music, 
especially in Budapest where numerous well-known groups can be seen 
and heard. 

Concert venues See Cafes, Casinos, Hotels, Restaurants 


National Parks and Protected Areas 


About 7% of the land area of Hungary is protected. As well as the National 
Parks and the planned biosphere reservation around the Ferto Lake (f-erto 
to) there are a host of smaller protected areas and nature monuments. 
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National Parks and Protected Areas 


Important Biosphere Reserves 

Location, karst land in north-east Hungary. - Founded 1985. - Area Aggtelek National 
19 J 700ha/48 r 679 acres. Special features: dripstone caves, "sea eyes" Park 
(almost unspoiled forest); educational trail. For detailed description see 
Facts and Figures page 93, 

Information: National Park Administration, H-3758 Josvafo, Tengferszem 
oldal 1; tel. 48-12-700 


o2 C t?nn 0 h n: /Q? U 0 o k n Uplarids ' n ? rttveast Hungary. - Founded 1976. - Area Biikk 
Jo P ouuna/yo,ooO acres. Special features: beech forest, about 400 different National Park 
flowering plants, world-famous Lippizaner stud in Szilvasvarad; open-air 

™ se i^ f° I ’ est history; botanical trail. For detailed description see A to 
Z, Bukk Uplands. 

Information: National Park Administration, H-3300 Eger, Sane. u. 6 (Fel- 
nemet); tel. 36-12-791 


Location: East Hungarian steppe region. - Founded 1972. -Total area of the 
various sections 52,000ha/1,228,492 acres. 

Special features: flora and fauna of the Hungarian steppes; life and eco¬ 
nomic systems of the Puszta shepherds {csikos, esardas); folkloric present¬ 
ations in the holiday season. For detailed description see A to Z, Hortobagy 
Information: National Park Administration, H-4024 Debrecen, Sumen u 2- 
tel./Fax 52-10-645 ' ' 


Hortobagy 
National Park 


Location: Interfluvial area between Danube and Tisza. - Founded 1975 Kiskunsaq 
Total area of the various sections 30,600ha/75,613 acres. National Park 

Special features: bird sanctuary {especially great bustards); puszta {typical 
life and economic systems, especially in the Bugac puszta); typical Hungar¬ 
ian domestic animals such as grey cattle, Racka sheep, Mangaliza (woolly) 
pigs, dappled cockerel and crossbred horses. Riding schools, horses and 
carts, shepherds' museum. For detailed description see A to Z, Bugac and 
Kiskunfelegyhaza 

Information: National Park Administration, H-6001 Kecskemet, Liszt 
Ferenc u. 19; tel. 76-28-122, Fax 76-20-695. 


As well as the above mentioned National Parks, there are over 150 smaller Other Protected 
protected areas, some consisting of several sections or partially integrated Areas 
biotopes, In the following list there are interesting protected areas, or 
specially protected places: Badacsony-Tapolca {volcanic cone), Ferto to 







Newspapers and Magazines 

(bird sanctuary), Gerrecsehegy Forest (near Tata}, Hansag {marshy forest, 
north-west of Gyor), Holloko, Koszeg, Lover Hills (near Sopron), Mecseg 
Hills, Orseg (Hungarian Switzerland near Oriszentpeter), Pilis Hills, Sas- 
hegy (Eagle Mountain) near Budapest, branch of the Tisza at Mart^ly 
(southern Hungary, near Szeged}, Tihany (peninsula in Lake Balaton), 
Velancei to (Velance Lake) bird sanctuary; and Visegrad (forest). Also of 
interest are the transdanubian arboretums of Agostyan (coniferous for¬ 
ests), Alcsut (ancient stands of trees). Jell (rhododendrons), Szarvas (Alt¬ 
fold; over 1400 trees and bushes, many species of birds). 

Information: Ministry of Conservation and Land Development, H—1011 
Budapest, Fo u, 44-50; tel. 1-201-41 33, Fax 1-201-24 82, 


Newspapers and Magazines 

international 

Press 

It is possible to buy some Western newspapers and magazines in shops 
and in the major hotels. The newspapers The Times, The International 
Herald Tribune (Paris edition) and the weekly Time and Newsweek maga¬ 
zines are available the day after their publication. 

English-language 

publications 

A bilingual English-German paper. The Daily News-Neueste Nachrichten, 
is published by the Hungarian news agency MTI and is widely available. 
There is also a free monthly magazine Coming Events in Hungary a\so with 
text in English and German and additionally in French. A new Hungarian 
quarterly in English deals with Hungarian life, culture and politics. 

Nightlife 

Note 

Hungarian nightlife is concentrated in those cities and towns which profit 
from tourism and business interests. Since the fall of the "iron-curtain 
Budapest has made every effort to live up to its title of ''Paris of the East". In 
the capital discos, nightclubs, jazz-cellars, etc. have sprung up and revue 
theatres and casinos have proliferated. 

Further note 

See Casinos, Cafes, Hotels, Restaurants 

Opening times _ 

See Business Hours 

Photography and Films 

Films 

For some time all popular films (Agfa, Fuji. Kodak, etc.) have been obtain¬ 
able, but prices tend to be higher than in Great Britain. T h ® r _ ri \ d Dr inted 
of processing laboratories, where films can be developed and pr 

speedily. 1 

Cameras 

Every reputable make of camera can be serviced in Budapest. 

Restrictions 

Military areas and sensitive military equipment may not be photographe 
Normally notices to this effect are displayed. 
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Public Transport 


Police (Predorseg) 

The emergency number for the police is "07" throughout Hungary 

Post (Posta) 

oost^Kices^atlhp Q. e +^ Pe ?i.? n wee ^days fr OTi 8 arci—4pm. In Budapest 

^.Pr Sta,l0 ti N y u S a,i PSIyaudvar) and at the East Station 

IKeieti raiyaudvar} are open 24 hours a day. 

S rS r S V r ° ffice (Belvarosi F’ostahivatal) in the Pest part 

^artepmSun 8 am 1 ^mU UtCa 1?/19: ° pen Mon - Fri ‘ 7 am ~ 9 P m ' Sat. 
service has an international telephone. Telex and Fax 

Post offices 

Postcards; within the Budapest city area 7 f or p n ts 

to the rest of Hungary and adjoining countries 10 forints 

to other countries 30 forints 

Letters: within the Budapest city area g f Qr j n + q 

to the rest of Hungary and adjoining countries 15 forints 

toothercountr.es 40 forints 

HtteSuotoMar'rn*M^ 2 ? fo ' ints '. express P°st 26forints. Airmail 

I® other countries ? f ° r ' adj0imng countries and “P to 40forints 

Tariff 

Stamps can be obtained from post offices and from most places where 
picture postcards are on sale. H 

Postage stamps 

Letter boxes in Hungary are red and marked with a posthorn. 

Letter boxes 

Public Holidays — 

New Year 

January 1st 

Commemmoration day of Struggle for Freedom 1848 

March 15th 

Easter Monday 

March/April 

Labour Day 

May 1 st 

Constitution Day or St Stephan's Day, Festival of New Bread 

August 20th 

Proclamation of the Republic 

October 23rd 

Christmas 

December 

25th-26th 

Public Transport ~ ~~~ 


In Budapest public transport comprises the Metro, trams, trolley-buses and 
buses which operate between 4am and 11 pm, with some services through¬ 
out the 24 hours. In other towns local transport is generally carried out by 
bus services. 

For cross-country travel the railway and buses play an important part. 
The Budapest-Danube Bend area is served by passenger ships and hydro¬ 
foils of the MAHART line. 
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Radio and Television 


Radio and Television (Magyar Radio es Televizio, MRT) 


There are brief bulletins in English broadcast on Budapest radio and tele¬ 
vision. There are two TV channels, and on Channel 2 imported pro¬ 
grammes can sometimes be seen, either in the original language or with 
English sub-titles. 


Railways 


Railway 

Junctions 


Types of train 


Administration 

Passenger 

services 

Tickets 


The first railway on Hungarian soil was opened in 1846 from Pest to Vac. At 
the end of 1850 the stretch from Pest to Vienna was completed and eigh¬ 
teen years later the Hungarian State Railways (Magyar Allamvasutak - 
MAV) came into being. 

Now Hungary has a dense network of 7400km/4600 miles. Stretches which 
are important for international traffic have been electrified. 

From the beginning of the railway age Budapest, with its three large 
stations, has been one of the most important junctions of the south-east 

European area. In recentyears great attention has been paidto creating the 

right conditions for a connection between Hungary and the central and 
west-European Inter-City network. The line between Budapest and Vienna 
has been improved since the fall of the "iron-curtain" and is now used by 
many international trains. 

The Hungarian State Railways (Magyar Allamvasutak - MAV} run Euro-City 
and Inter-City trains as well as express trains (Gyorsvonat) and regional 
trains (Szemelyvonat). 

Andrassy ut 73/75, H—1061 Budapest; tel. 1-122-06 60, Fax 1-142-85 96. 
Andrassy ut 35, H-1061 Budapest; tel. 1-122-80 49. 

Single tickets are valid from two to four days, depending on distance. 
Return tickets are valid from three to thirty days. 



liskolc 


Debrecen, 


fdapesi 


Veszpr£rq 


‘aposv&r 


Hungarian Railway 
Network 
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Restaurants and Inns 


In comparison with present Drices rail u., 

For certain stretches (e g Budan^t t^ , i a l Hung l ary J are '"^pensive, 
tickets are sold. 9 ' apest t0 Lake Balaton ) reduced rate return 

ChHdren b e| °w ,ive years of age .rave' „ee, children from five t o eleven pay 

programme^nfive'da^withh? o'*" ' ake abvan,a 9 e of the Euro-Domino 
stricted length can be made for a fixTd^cf ^ ma " V joUmeys of unre ‘ 

rate period tickets, vandfor , 1 h 0 20or30davs O Th k ' n9a k Vanta9eOfredUCecl 

restriction over the entire Hun“ i: n 30 r S:; n ^“ tSare - 

m , nTcd re a, ,h re^ n s^ab°e ra n tet' i0nS in Hun9arv ,see * i "’« ab '-) cycles can be 

0 


Old railways and railway museums 

I h ' s '?.' rue particularly of the line from Miskolc to Garadna (Biikk Hillsl and 
the railway from Verorce (Bdrzsony Hills) west of V 4 c ' d 


A particular attraction is the 
fenyves to the spa of Csiszta, 
tive is used. 


narrow-gauge tine from the resort of Balaton- 
on which in summer a curious steam locomo- 


From the west station in Budapest steam trains occasionally run to Esz- 
tergom. Prior enquiry is advisable. . 


A curiosity is the private Gyor-Sopron-Ebenfurth Railway (GYSEV} which 
crosses the Austrian frontier and runs along the southern side of Ferto to 


Restaurants and Inns 


Places for eating in Hungary are many and varied, ranging from simple 
self-service inns and comfortable wine bars to elegant restaurants. Even 
before the fall of the "iron-curtain" there were already a few pizzerias. 
Since that time ail kinds of establishments of modern type (including 
bistros and fashionable bars) have sprung up. 

Typically Hungarian are the Csardas, those hospital inns which are often 
old converted coaching inns and in which the csardas is danced. A rustic 
interior and gipsy music keep alive the memory of "the good old times". 

In many areas Hungary's wine bars and wine cellars are highly esteemed. 
In these — as in the Viennese heurige -only bread and dripping or sausage 
snacks are served with the wine. Apart from Budapest particularly attrac¬ 
tive wine bars can be found by Lake Balaton (especially Badacsony) and 
where Erlau (Bulls Blood) and Tokay predominate. 

See entry 

See entry 


Selection 

Alabardos, I, Orszaghaz utca 2 
Angelika Espresso, I, Batthyany ter 7 


Tariffs 


Euro-Domino 


MAV tourist 
tickets 


Bicycles at 
the station 


Balatonfenyves 

-Csiszta 


Pest-Esztergom 


GYSEV 


Note 


Csarda 


Bor pince 
(wine bars) 


Wine 

Cafes 


Budapest 
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Restaurants and Inns 

Feher Galamb, I, SzentharomsSg utca 9/11 
Regi Orsz£ghaz, I, Orszaghaz utca 17 
Tabani Kakas, I, Attila utca 27 
Kis-Buda, II, Frankel Leo utca 34 
Margitkert, II, Margit utca 15 
Trombitas, II, Retek utca 12 
Ven Buda, II, Erod utca 22 
Postakocsi, 111, Fo ter 2 

*Sipos Halaszkert (fish restaurant), III, Fo ter 6 
Radeberger Beer Hail, III, Hidfo utca 16 
Udvarhaz, III, Harmashatarhegy 
Aranybarany, V, Harmincad utca 4 
Karpatia, V, Karolyi Mihaly utca 4/8 
*Legradi, V, Magyar utca 23 
*Matyas Pince, V, Marcius 15. ter 17 
Menes Csarda, V, Apacai Csere Janos utca 4 
Menes Macko, V, Kigyo utca 4/6 
Szazeves, V, Pesti Barnabas utca 2 
Nimrod, V, Nador utca 24 
Otard Cogncbar, V, Kristof ter 6 
Vigado Beer Hall, V, Vigado utca 1 
Voros Sarkany, VI, Andrassay ut 80 
Pragai Svejk, VII, Kiraly utca 59 
Tuborg Beer Bar, VIII, Rakoczi ut 29 
Citadelly, XI, Gellerthegy 
Kiskkakukk, XIII, Pozsonyi ut 12 
*Gundel, XIV, Allatkerti korut 2 
Kanizsa, XIV, Gizella ut 46 
Thokoly, XIV, Thokoly ut 80 



Cafe New York (Hungaria) in Budapest 
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Restaurants and Inns 


Halszkert Fish Restaurant, Park utca 5 

Kisfaludy House Restaurant 

Badacsony 

Hotel Sugovica Restaurant, Petofi-sziqet 

Neptun, Roosevelt t6r 

Baja 

Bugac Csarda 

Bugac 

Hotel Termal Restaurant in Buk 

BukfurdS 

‘Hotel Aranybika Restaurant, Piac utca 11/15 

Civis Beer Halim Mester utca 1/3 

Mandula Cafe 

Debrecen 

Dobos Cafe, Szechenyi utca 6 

Feherszarvas Vadastranya, Klapka utca 8 

Eger 

Pataki Cafe 

£rd 

Aranykereszt, Eszperanto ter 2 

Szazeves cukrszda (traditional confectioners), Erkel ter 1 

Gyula 

Restaurant in the Thermal Hotel Aqua, Kossuth Lajos utca 13/15 
Restaurant in the Thermal Hotel Heviz, Kossuth Lajos utca 9/11 

H6vfz 

Kucko, Arany Janos utca 38 

Szurkebarat Pinceborozo, Arany Janos utca 20 

Gyor 

Lehel Gyongye 

Jaszbereny 

Harom Bunar, Batthyany utca 7/9 

Kecskemet 

Hotel Helikon Restaurant, Balaton-part 

Beke, Kossuth Lajor utca 50 

Keszthety 

Aranypava 

Kiskunfelegyh^za 

Tanyacsarda 

Lajormizse 

Hotel Avar Restaurant, Paradi ut 

Matrafured 

Alabardos, Avas sor 5 

Miskolc-Lillafured, Restaurant in the Hotel Palota 

Miskolc 

Kakukk, Szabadsag t6r 1 

Nyirbator 

Hotel Palatinus Restaurant, Kiraly utca 5 

Pecs 

Kopar csarda 

Piliscsaba 

Valencsics Cafe, Fo ut 132 

Pilisvorosvar 

Feher Hollo, Hosok utca 8 

Polg&r 

Restaurant in the Sarvar Thermal Hotel, Rakoczi ut 1 

Sarvar 

Restaurant in the Taurus Castle Hotel 

Sereg^lyes 

Csardas, Fo utca 105 

Hotel Europa, Petofi setany 15 

Siofok 

Szakal, Bacsai ut 27 

Soltvadkert 
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Riding 

Sopron 


Szantoppuszta 

Szeged 

Szekesfehervar 

Szentendre 

Szirak 

Szolnok 

Szombathely 


Tatabanya 

Tok 

Visegrad 


Generalis (food bar), Fo ter 7 

Hotel Lover Restaurant, Varisi utca 4 

Hotel Palatinus Restaurant, Uj utca 23 

Pizzeria Corvinus, Fo ter 8 

Hotel Sopron Restaurant, Fovenyverem utca 7 

Menescsarda 

Alabardos, Oskola utca 13/15 

Hotel Hungaria Restaurant, Maros utca 1/3 

*Virag Cafe, Klauzal ter 1 

Velence, Marcius 15 utca 
Vorosmarty Cafe, Marcius 15 utca 

Aranysarkany, Alkotm^ny utca 1/a 

Restaurant in the Castle Hotel Szirak 

Marcipan Cafe, Jozsef Attila utca 111 
Hotel Tisza Restaurant, Tisza Park 2 

Claudia Cafe, Savaria ter 

Hotel Claudius Restaurant, Bartok Bela korut 39 

Hotel Isis Restaurant, Rakoczi ut 1 

Kispityer Fischtscharda, Rumi utca 18 

Savaria Cafe, Maritirok ter 4 

Hotel Arpad Restaurant 

Patko csarda 

Hotel Silvanus Restaurant, Fekete-hegy 


Riding 


Studs, stables 
(selection} 


Information 


Riding enthusiasts can have a very good time in Hungary. Tens of thou¬ 
sands of Hungarian crossbred and thoroughbred animals are kept in exten¬ 
sive paddocks. Cross-country rides, riding trips lasting several days, trips in 
horse-drawn carriages and courses for beginners are available at many 
places throughout the country. 


Apajpuszta and Bugac, Kiskunsag National Park 
Balatonfenyves, Nagyberek near Lake Balaton 
Hortbagy-Mata, Hortobagy National Park 

Mezohegyes, south-eastern Hungary near the Romanian border 
Radihaza 

Szilvasvarad, Bukk Hills 
Tata, Eszterhazy Stable 


Pegazus Tours, H-1053 Budapest, Ferenciek ter 5; tel. 1-117-16 44, Fax 

1-117 01 71 , , , 7 „ 

IBUSZ, H-1053 Budapest, Felszabadulas ter 5; tel. 1-117 77 Id 
MALEEV Air Tours, H-1051, Budapest, Roosevelt ter 2; tel. 1-na di ou 


Sailing 


ailing on Lake Balaton is very popular either in one's own boat “tin boats 
'hlch can be hired on the lake (in Siofok, Balatonfured, Keszth y 
laces). 
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Large yachts on Lake Balaton need the sail indicator "A". 

Visitors who bring their own yachts to Hungary need a triptyque (carnet) 

which can be obtained from the national automobile clubs and sailing 
organisations. 


Shopping and Souvenirs 

Saif indicator 
Triptyque 


Motorboats are banned on Lake Balaton, but sailing boats with auxiliary Motorboats 

motors are allowed. y y faanned 


HltPi« a » r nH , K. 0rin S Places In a!most every resort on Lake Balaton, and some 
must tio U !??, a ,° w c ^ rn P' exes have their own moorings. Larger boats 
Marina and f n Ba ' at ; nfiildv / Yacht Club; Balatonfiired near the hotels 

^ailinacluhand'in^ 9 'th m , Tlhany ' sailin 9 club; in Balatonalmadi at the 
veri lamp K _ es t zthely near the hotel Helikon. There are slipways for 

ery large boats in Balatonfured, Stofok, Tihany and Keszthely. 

H C l‘ rnw' Pe93SUS T ° UrS ' H “ 1053 Buda P est ’ K4rol V i Mihily utca 5; 


Mooring places 


Information 


Shipping Services 


Furnnt £ tt J Bu , dapeSt ' the ca P ital of a country in the centre of 
^° P ' fh fter V, r a ' the moSt im P ortant cruising destination on the 
Danube, the second longest river in Europe. The Lake Balaton too has 
developed since the 70s into a popular place for sailing. 


Danube 


International landing stage for Danube ships and hydrofoil, Belfrad rakpar 
(International customs point, issuing visas). 


Landing stages 


Landing stage for excursion ships and local services: Pest, Vigado ter. 

Hungarian Danube Shipping Company MAHART, General Direction 
H-1051 Budapest, Roosevelt ter 2; tel. 1-266-90 33; reservations; tel. 


MAHART 


Lake Balaton 

Between the peninsula of Tihany (north bank) and Szantod (south bank) Ferries 
there are frequent car and passenger ferries. 

Excursions operate from all the important holiday centres. Small craft link Excursi 
all the larger places with regular services. Sometimes evening excursions ,0ns 

with dancing and entertainment are available. 


Shopping and Souvenirs 


In all the major tourist centres souvenirs of various qualities are on sale. As Souvenirs 
well as the Rubik-cube there are handcrafted textiles (blouses, tablecloths 
and other household articles), often beautifully embroidered. 

Calocsa blouses, Matyo embroidery, jackets with textile decoration and 
rural woven articles are popular, as are porcelain from Herend, ceramics 
from Pecs, pottery and cutlery, and vessels carved from various woods in 
the style of the puszta shepherds. Various glasses, leather goods (espe¬ 
cially ladies' handbags, shoes, ties, belts), and traditional remedies (pol¬ 
lens, propolis, honey and herbs) are readily bought by tourists because of 
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Spas and Health Resorts 



Hungarian handcrafted articles 


Shopping in 
Budapest 


their relatively low cost. Also to be recommended are records of the music 
of the famous Hungarian composers Bartok, Kodaly, Goldmark and Liszt. 
Valuable old etchings and books can be found at very reasonable prices in 
the antique shops of Pest. „ 

Popular with tourists are the Hungarian salami (brand names Herz and 

"Pick"), apricot brandy (called "barack") and the much prized "Szilva" 

(plum brandy), wines from specialised regions (especially Tokay) as well as 

paprika and garlic in various forms. 


Although Budapest can not be compared with London, Milan, Munich or 
Paris as a shopping centre, nevertheless the Hungarian capital has the 
widest selection of goods in the whole of eastern Europe. 

The principal shopping streets in Budapest are Vac utca, Kigyo utca, Kos¬ 
suth Lajos utca, Rakoczi ut, Muzeum korut, Varnhaz korut, Szabad sajto ut 
and the streets in the castle quarter. 


Spas and Health Resorts 


Tradition 


Among the most important raw materials of Hungary are the almost un¬ 
measurable supplies of thermal water. Because of the particular geologica 

situation and, in many places, a surprisingly abnormal ter J*P« r ^ 1Jre '™* 
with a high mineral content and trace elements can be extracted from jus 
under the surface of the ground. 500,000 cu.mffi54.000 cu.yds of thermal 
water issues every day from the Hungarian soil, one tenth of it within tne 
area of Budapest (128 springs). 

The tradition of taking the waters in the Budapest area had already devel¬ 
oped in Celtic times. The name of the Boman settlement of Aquincum 
derived from the Celtic expression "ak ink" - "much water . 
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Spas in Hungary 


Spas and Health Resorts 



Eger • Mezdkovesd 
Debrecen 
HajcluszoboszlG • 


• Budapest 


• Biikfurdo 
• Sarvar 


Balatonfiired 


Zalakaros 


Harkany 


Medicinal Baths in Budapest 


Thermal Hotel on Margaret Island 
Gellert Hotel and Baths 
ORFI IHungarian Rheumatic and 
Physiotherapeutic Institute) 


Csaszar Baths 
Rudas Baths 
Rac Baths 
Lukacs Baths 


Kiraly Baths 
Szechenyi Baths 
Helia Spa Hotel 
Aquincum Spa Hotel 


In the 16th and 17th centuries the Turks were responsible for the devel¬ 
opment of the spas. In the area of Budapest alone they maintained three 
so-called Hamami, which survive today as Racz, Rudas and Kiraly spas 
The Gellert spa is distinguished by bubbling and wave baths The neo- 
Baroque Szechenyi bath in the City Woodland Park is both a spa and a 
swimming bath. In the Lukacs baths various panels commemorate suc¬ 
cessful cures. 


Spa Establishments (selection) 

Rac furdo, Hadnagy utca 8/10, H-1013 Budapest; tel. 1-758-373 
Rudas furdo, Dubrentei ter 9, H-1013 Budapest; tel. 1-754-449 
Kiraly furdo, Fo utca 84, H-1027 Budapest; tel. 1-153-000 
Gellert furdo, Gellert ter 1, H—1 111 Budapest; tel. 1-666-166 
Szechenyi furdo, Allatkerti korut 11, H-1146 Budapest; tel. 1-210-310 
Lukacs furdo, Frankel Leo ut 25/29, H-1027 Budapest; tel. 1-154-280 
ORFI (Institute for Rheumatology and Physiotherapy), Frankel Leo ut 17/19; 
tel. 1-154-680 

Spa Hotels: 

Hotel Thermal Margitsziget, Margaret island, H-1138 Budapest; tel. 

1-11 i_iooo 

Grand Hotel Ramada, Margaret Island, H-1138 Budapest, tel. 1—132-1100 
Thermal Hotel Helia, Karpat utca 62, H-1133 Budapest; tel. 1-129-8650 
Thermal Hotel Aquincum, Arpad fejedelem utja, H 1036 Budapest; tel. 
1-250-3360 

Thermal lake (slightly radio-active) 

Spa Hotels: Kossyth Laios utca 9/11, H-8380 Hevjz; tel. 82-11-090 

Thermal Hotel Heviz, i^o j m qoqq Heviz* tel cm - * 

T . * j_| rt+ „i Art./a k'nqquth Laios Utca 2b, n- 0 J 0 U nvvu, lci, Io—7 
Thermal Hotel Aqua, nossulm u&vh- tel 82-1 

Beta Hotel Perk, 

Beta Hotel Napsugar, Tavirozsa utca no, 


Budapest 


Heviz 
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Spas and Health Resorts 



Szechenyi Baths.., 



... and Gellert Baths in Budapest 


Savar 

Bukfurdo 

Balf 

Balatonfured 


Zatakaros 


Harkany 


Hajduszoboszid 


Debrecen 


Gyula 


Thermal Hotel Savar, Rakoczi utca 1, H-9600 Savar; tel. 94-16-088 
Thermal Hotel Buk, Furdotelep, H-9740 Bukfurdo; tel. 94-13-366 
Balf thermal bath 

Baths for heart complaints (carbonic acid spring), north bank of Lake 
Balaton 


Hotel Annabella, Beloiannisz utca 25, H-8230 Balatonfured; tel. 86-42-222 
Hotel Margareta, Szechenyi utca 26, H-8230 Balatonfured; tel. 86-43-824 
Hotel Marina, Szechenyi utca 28, H-8230 Balatonfured; tel. 86-43-644 

Iodine and bromine thermal spring south of Lake Balaton 


Kurhotel IMapfeny, Termal utca 10, H-8749 Zalakaros; tel. 93-18-202 

High-active carbon and sulphide thermal spring on the edge of the Mecsek 
mountains (south-western Hungary, near Siklos) 


Hotel Drava, Bajcsy-Zsilinszky utca 3, H-7815 Harkany; tel. 72-80-434 
Hotel Napsugar, Bajcsy-Zsilinszky utca 5/7, H-7815 Harkany, tel. 
72-80-300 


Bitumen thermal spring near Debrecen (eastern Hungary) 

Hotel Delibab, Jozsef Attila utca 4, H-4200 Hajduszoboszio; tel. 52 b 


-788 


Silicic acid and borax thermal spring in eastern Hungary 
Hotel Aranybika, Piac korut 9/11, H-4025 Debrecen; tel. 52-16 
Hotel Termal, Nagyerdei korut 9/11 r H-4032 Debrecen; tel, 52 


Alkaline, iodine and bromine thermal spring on the south bank of the Great 
Hungarian Plain 
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Aranykereszet Hotel, Eszperanto ter 2, H-5700 Gyula; tel. 66-62-144 
Hotel Hoforras, Rabai Miklos utca 2, H-5700 Gyula; tel. 66-61-544 


Taxis 


Sport 

Leisure activity is becoming more and more popular in Hungary and visi¬ 
tors will find plenty of opportunities for indulging in their favoured sport. 

Covered bowling halls and skittle-alleys can be found in many hotels, some 
of which also have a fitness centre. 

Bowling and 

Skittles 

See entry 

Fishing 

See entry 

Golf 

See entry 

Riding 

Hungary hasexcellent facilities forshooting, whetherfor big orsmall game 

or for waterfowl. Information: Mavad, 1014 Budapest 1., Uri utca 39; tel. 
1— \ bb—67 15 

Shooting 

Covered tennis courts at the Hotel Flamenco Occidental, Budapest XI, Tas 

vezer utca 7; tel. 1-161-2250. Tennis courts can be found in many tourist 
centres. 

Tennis 

There are squash courts at the Marczibanyi ter in Budapest (number 13 in 
the II district); tel. 1-115-9444. 

Squash 

On suitable takes and rivers surfing, sailing, rowing, swimming and water- 
tours can be enjoyed, provided there are no restrictions or ban in force. For 
environmental reason motorboats with petrol engines are forbidden in 
Hungary. 

Watersports 

Hungary has no high mountains, so winter sports are replaced by other 
attractions. However, should it snow, and, as in other similar European 
countries, the snowfall is not often very severe, then the ski-slopes are 
crowded. The chief venues are: Buda in the XII district, on the Normafa, in 

Winter sports 

the Borsony, Matra and Bukk Hills (the highest point is the Kekes - 
1014m/3328ft - in the Matra). 

The artificial ice-rink in the City Woodland Park (Varosliget) in Budapest has 


been popular for years with both young and old. If Lake Balaton freezes 
then gliding along in a chair fitted with runners provides much amusement. 
Of the total population of 10.3 million Hungarians at least 500,000 go skiing, 
mostly in adjoining countries or in Italy. 


Address of the Hungarian Ski Association: 1087 Budapest VIII, Dozsa 
Gy orgy ut 1/3; tel. 114-08 68. 


Swimming 


See Bathing/Swimming 

Taxis 

Hungarian taxi owners have formed an association. A taxi with an illumi¬ 
nated "Taxi" sign is free and will stop if given a ha g al. 

Visitors should be on their guard to see that the taximeter is switched on. It 
shows a basic charge of 15 forints which increases by 10 forints for every 

Taximeters 

completed kilometre. 
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Telephone 


Special 

Airport charges 

At the airport anyone hiring a taxi should agree a price to the chosen 
destination. 

Limousine service 

In Budapest and in other Hungarian cities with a reasonable amount of 
business travel, a limousine service on the American model is available at 
somewhat higher charges. 

Car rental 

See entry. 


Telephone 


Local calls 

From coin-operated telephones: lift receiver; wait for continuous dialling 
tone; insert coins (at least 5 forints for three minutes) and dial the required 
number. 

Inland calls 
with direct 
dialling 

From coin-operated telephones: lift receiver; wait for dialling tone; insert 
coins (at least 10 forints); dial "06”; wait for another continuous dialling 
tone; dial local code and required number. 

International 
calls with 
direct dialling 

From coin-operated telephones: lift receiver; wait for dialling tone; insert 
coins (at least 20 forints); dial "00”; wait for another continuous dialling 
tone; dial the country code, prefix and required number. 

International 

prefixes 

Great Britain 44 Australia 61 

United States and Canada 1 Ireland 353 

Hungary 36 

Telephone service 

Long-distance calls (abroad) tel. 09 

Information (English-speaking) tel. 172-200 

Telegrammes tel. 02 


Theatres and Concerts 


Open-air stages 

In Budapest and also in some provincial towns a varied cultural life has 
developed. The following should be specially mentioned: Pecs (world- 
famous ballet), Debrecen, Gyor, Keszthely, Miskolc, Sopron, Szeged and 
Szombathely, where, especially in spring and summer, first-class perform¬ 
ances are given. 

Budapest: open-air stage on Margaret Island; Buda: Hotel Hilton, Domin¬ 
ican Court 

Provinces: Esztergom, Castle Theatre; Gyula, Castle Theatre; Kisvarda, 

Castle Theatre; Koszeg, Castle Theatre; Miskolc, Acropolis open-air 
theatre; Pecs, open-air theatre; Papa, open-air theatre; Siofok, open-air 
theatre; Sopron, Fertorakos cave theatre; Szeged, Cathedral Square; Szen- 
tendre, Teatrum; Tata, open-air theatre; Veszprem, castle; Visegrad, castle; 
Zsambek, church ruins 

Concerts 

Budapest: Pest City Hall, Varoshaz u. 7; Hotel Hilton, Dominican Court, 

Hess Andras ter 1; Matthias Church, Szentharomsag ter; Pest Redoubt, 

Vigadao ter 2; Museum of Musical History, Tancsics u. 7; Carmelite Court, 

Szinh^z u. 1-3 „ , 

Provinces: Eger, basilica; Felsodrs, church; Fertod, Eszterhazy Castle, 

Gyor, cathedral; Keszthely, Festetics Castle; Majk, monastery; Miskolc, 
church; Szentendre, Peter and Paul Church; Tata, Knights' Hall; veszprem, 
music court. 
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Travel Documents 


Details of current theatrical performances and concerts can be obtained Programme 
from local information offices (see Information) and can be found in the information 
daily newspapers and the publications of the Hungarian Tourist Office. 


Time 


Hungary observes Central European Time (Greenwich Mean Time + one 
hour); in summerCentral European Summer Time (Daylight Saving) istwo 
hours ahead of Greenwich Mean Time. 


Tipping 


Employees in the service sector generally consider themselves to be 
underpaid and expect a tip for personal attention notwithstanding the 
usual service charge included in a bill. 

The normal tip is 10% of the bill. In superior establishments the head waiter Restaurants 

and the wine waiter also expect a gratuity. 

In many restaurants and inns gipsy musicians perform on their own ac- Gipsy musicians 
count. After their performance they are often very insistant on a tip. 

Ataxi driver usually receives 10% of the sum shown on the meter; for short Taxis 
trips he will often expect more. 


The usual tip is 10-20% of the bill. 


Hairdressers 


It is usual to give the attendant an additional five or more forints above the Cloakroom 
charge. attendants 


The attendant expects up to 10 forints. 


Filling station 
attendants 


Toilets 


Public toilets can be found in bus terminals, railway stations and at a few 
other places. .. 

Ladies' toilets (nok) and men's toilets (ferfiak) do not always come up to 


expected standards. 


Travel Documents 


. ^tn enter Hungary. No visa is required for a stay of 

A passport is nec ® . V fQ c j t j zens of Great Britain, the United States and 
less than three mo f nt n h f s Should enquire at a consulate about 

Canada. Citizens of other couniEn«M^ ^ remain more than 30 days in 
conditions for entry, horeignei 
Hungary must register with the local police. 

. aliment or a permit must report this immediately 

Anyone losing a travel docum replacement documents can be 

to the nearest police station. New or^pia embassy 

obtained (usually within three days) rrom 


Passport 


Loss of 
documents 


Vehicle documents, see Motoring 
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Walking 


Walking 



For some time Hungary has been engaged in creating a network of paths 
which will serve the interests of tourism as well as being environmentally 
acceptable. Excellent paths have been laid out in the Buda uplands and in 
other hilly areas near Budapest, as well as in the proximity of tourist areas 
(including the Balaton region, and the foothills of the eastern Alps near the 
Austro-Hungarian border). The large nature reserves are also provided 
with footpaths. 

Blue Tour 

The so-called Blue Tour covers the finest walking territory of Hungary. It 
leads from the 894m/2934ft-high summit of the Hagy-Milic in the extreme 
north-east of Hungary, passing through magnificent forests as far as Velem 
on the Austrian frontier. 

Information 

Tourist Department of the Hungarian Association of Friends of Nature, 

H-1065 Budapest VI, Bajcsy-Zsiliszky ut 31; tel. 1-153-19 30 


When to go 


Note 

The best time to visit Hungary is the period between March and October; 
spring and autumn can be particularly pleasant. In summer the climate can 
be very hot and dry, and at this time the water temperature of Lake Balaton 
can exceed 23°C/74"F. 

In late autumn and winter it can be unpleasantly cold on account of the 
influence of continental climatic influence and there can be long periods 
when it is bitterly cold. 

At Christmas time there are only a few tourists particularly in Budapest, 
which is seeking an all-year-round tourist trade, and in Sopron with its 
pretty Christmas Market. 

Climate 

See Facts and Figures, Climate 


Wine (bor) 


Wine regions 

Vines were already growing wild in Hungary before the Ice Age. The actual 
viniculture of the country is about 2000 years old. When the Romans 
conquered the western half of present-day Hungary (Transdanubia) and ^ 

made it into their province of Pannonia they found vines there. At the end of 
the 9th century the Magyars took over the growing of vines and brought it 
to perfection. Setbacks took place during the Turkish domination which 
lasted almost 150 years, and because of vine diseases which spread from 

America in the 19th century. In the 20th century the vineyards were steadi y 
extended and wine-making techniques improved, so that the quail Y 
approached th 3 tof the level in western Europe. Marketing problems ha 
recently led to a reduction of the area under cultivation. In the longer term 
there will still be about 100,000ha/247,000 acres where vines are grown. 

Hungarian vineyards are spread over five large regions: northern Trans¬ 
danubia (particularly in the north-west around Sopron andIon the norm 

bank of Lake Balaton); southern Transdanubia (especially in the south w 

with the centres of Marienbad, Villany and the south bank of La e _ ' 

north-eastern Hungary (Eger, Kompolt, Matraberg, Tokaj-Hegyaj 

Great Plain with the Danube Valley as its western border. 
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Wine Producing Areas 


Wine 



Hungarian Vineyard 
Regions and 
their Centres 


In Hungary the majority of grapes grown are of the varieties known in Grape varieties 
western Europe. An important exception is the Furmint grape, the chief 
variety used to produce the world-famous Tokay (see A to Z, Tokaj), which 
apart from here is produced only in Burgenland, Austria. 


Griiner Veltliner (Zold Veitelini) 

Guteldei 

Muller Thurgau (Rizlingszilvani) 
Welschriesling (Olaszrizling) 

Rheinriesling (Rajnai Rizling) 

Silvaner (Zdldszilvani} 

Muskat-Ottonel (Muskotaly) 

Sauvingnon 
Chardonnay 
Rulander (Szurkebarat) 

Zierfandler (Cirfandli} 

Blaustengler (Keknyelu) 

Lindenblattriger (Harslevelu) 
Gewurztraminer (Tramini) 

Konigliche Madchentraube (Kiralyieanyka} 


Blaufrankisch, Lemberger (Nagyburgundi, Kekfrankos) 
Cabernet Franc 
Cabernet Sauvignon 
Kadarka 

Edelkadarka (Nemeskadarka) 

Merlot 

Spatburgunder, Poinot Noir (Burgundi) 

Oporto 


White Wines 



The red wine Bulls Blood (Egri Bikaved which <s well-known in the wesus a 
blend of various grapes (including Kadarka B! au frankish, Cabernet Sau 
vingnon). Traditionally it is a dry wine, but for export purposes 
slightly sweetened. 
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Young People's Accommodation 

The wine labor asztali bor = table wine 

minbs6gi bor = good quality wine 

kiilonleges mtnosegu bor = high quality wine from fully-ripe and overripe 
grapes 

Toppedt szolobol keszult bor = high quality sweet wine from over-ripe 
shrivelled grapes 
feh^r = white 
voros = red 

szaraz = dry (up to 4gr, per litre sugar) 
f61sz3raz = semi-dry (4-15gr, per litre sugar) 
feledes = semi-sweet (15-25gr. per litre sugar) 
edes = sweet (from 25gr, per litre sugar) 


Young People's Accommodation 


Information Magyarrorszagi Ifjusagi Szallasok Szovetzege (Hungarian Youth Hostel 

Organisation), H—1535 Budapest, Konkoly Thege Milkos ut 21; tel. 
1-156-28 57, Fax 1-175-93 27 


Express Travel & Hotel Ltd., H-1359 Budapest, Szabadsag ter 16; tel. 
1-530-660, Fax 1-533-172 

Individual booking: Reiseburo Express, Budapest, Semelweis u. 4; tel. 
1-117-6634, Fax 1-176-634 


Youth Hostels (b. = beds) 

Baja Ifjusagi Tabor (106 b.), Petofi Sziget 5, H-6500 Baja; tel. 79-24-022, Fax 

79-24-022 


Balatonfenyves Youth Camp, Bcs-Kiskun megyei Gyermek es Ifjusagi Alapitvany Tabora 
(100 b.), H-8646 Balatonfenyves, Kolksey u. 45; tel. 85-61-686 


Balatonfoldvar Express International Youth Center, Hotel Juventus (200 b.), H-8623 Bala- 
tonfoldvar, Jozsef Attila u. 9; tel. 84-403 79, Fax 84-403 79 


Balatongyorok 


Balinka 

Budapest 


Csopak 


Doboz 
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Youth Holiday Center, Zalai Gyermek es Ifjusagi Alapitvany (240 b.), H-8313 
Balatongydrdk-Szepkilato; tel. 92-11-010, Fax 92-11-358 

Balinka Tolgyes Tourist Center (200 b.), H-8055 Balinka 

Csilleberci Gyermek es Ifjusagi kozpont (200 b.), H-1535 Budapest, Konkoly 

Thege Miklos u. 21; tel. 1-156-57 72, Fax 1-175-93 27 

Hotel Lido (260 b.), H—1031 Budapest, Nanasi ut 67; tel. 1-188-6865 

Hostel Ananda (36 b.), H-1141 Budapest, Bonyhadi ut 18/b 

Hostel Bakfark (60 b.), H-1022 Budapest, Bakfark Balint u, 1, 

Fax 1-135-83 21 

Hostel Donati (50 b.), H-1013 Budapest, Donati u. 46 
Hostel Felvinci (70 b.), H-1029 Budapest, Felvinci u. 8 
Hostel Universitas, Karman Todor Kollegium (600 b.), H-1 111 Budapest, 
Iriny Jo 2 sef u. 9-11; tel. 1-181-11 22, Fax 1-166-68 08 

Ifjusagi UduId (290 b.), H-8229 Csopak, Sport u. 9; tel. 86-465-05 
Danfoki Ifjusiigi Tabor es Kemping (220 b.), H-5630 Bekes-Danfok; tel. 
66-41-830 

Bekes Megyei Gyermek es Ifjusagi Alapitvany, Szanuzgi Tabora (220 b.), 
H-5624 Doboz-Szanazug; tel. 66-21-833, Fax 66-27-026 
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Young People's Accommodation 


96-26^442 Vpart (1 °° ^ H_9021 G V° r - Aldozat u. 12; tel. 96-26-033, Fax Gy6r 


?i 9 qi e r°"^ Um *"* oste ' (230 b.), H-6001 Kecskemet, Izsaki ut 10; Kecskemet 

tel. 76-21-916, Fax 76-22-865 

76;tel^42-14^822f F^x^2-14^822 b,) ' H_4431 N Yiregyhaza, Sostoi ut Nyiregyhaza 
56^705®Fax Z 5^3^23 6ZP ° nt ‘ 23 ° ^ H “ 5001 S2 °'n°k-Tiszaliget; tel. Szolnok 
34-83-9 U 60 aCS ' Y ° Uth Cam P Tabor (730 b.), H-2890 Tata, Faklya u. 4; tel. Tata 


Hotel Avar (155 b.), H 9726 Velem, Petofi tit 16; tel./Fax 94-60-034 
p ess International Youth Center (200 b.), Verocemaros; tel. 27-50-16E 

Fax 87-40 084* (14 ° b ' } * H ~ 825 ° “nlca. Balaton; tel. 87-48-440 


Velem 

Verocemaros 

Z3nka 
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Baedeker’s Travel Guides 

WORLD FAMOUS FOR OVER 150 YEARS 


Now in brand new revised editions 


Since Karl Baedeker published the first of his handbooks 
for travellers over 150 years ago, Baedeker's guide books 
have been synonymous with reliability and quality. 
Following this tradition Baedeker’s Country Guides have 
been completely updated to provide the modern day 
traveller with all the practical information needed for a 
successful trip, as well as taking a fascinating look at the 

country, its people and culture. 

★ 
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At 
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* ★ 
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★ 

Free Country map 
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